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An Interview With Mrs'. H« Ridgley,
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fte cine here from Il l inois in 1901, bringing a car-

lcmd of things with us,-thinking we had a'house, but

when wa.nrrived th6 house wae none, and We had to live
• ; * « > " - \ • s .'

in a teat . X had never lived in a_tent and i t was 3h '

alarming expedience to me to live in one out in this

nev «Jid wild Indian country. I^was terribly afraid of.

the Indians. We tfent in.to our-tent and the f i rs t in-

troduction to this ne% home was a terrible iffind storm,

and then i t began to Sleet unt i l i t broke the tent down

and the wind blew, and blew, until the fire was blown

ourt --of—th,e stove. " " \ • . : ^

We expected to find the Sunny South whan we came here,

•but ittstead TTO nearly froze to death. I had to stay in bed
^ , to keep from freezing to death-, "while ©̂

- . «. • ' '
were living in the tent. ""

• • ity "husband had come down here before this with a

conp&ny of twenty-seven za.<; he was the only one "to draw
? - > - • ' . * • > - '

a clairi and Imd come back to I l l i n o i s and told me he had
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dratm a claim text v/amiK ftoinr: to f i l e on it«» I told

Mii X^thou^ht i t vnuld be n jrr«nt out̂ M -; to com© here

and l ivo, 'hurt fauna out l"t©f t h ' t i t tt\n n-M:, Orir

d d i i vm'8 nbt>ut. half wij,' between Snyd^1; aa-1 Lawt^il. In

a few tfoe^o after- ^ r iv in - : heT^ we s t - r t eo ha» . 1 ^ in -

bor >ut fro lawttm' to build n nom* -itui o«>-n lefced tk»

kitcfysn on wew Yea2»̂ g D".y, 1902,tearing irt^rl-^it -«kr~;-

Our houso was the seeond pao bui l t on the roHil 'ind w

oallod by tbo i*eai es ta te s'pa who tsqcl to ?to r.JUt'i UH for

moals MT1IQ half wy ..ouse." "

After i »ot ac'^usiititod s i th the Ui,\'» t.» ii y

^ an.d',foimd out tho.v v.3tu not ^ J I ^ S to seal, a j , i us^d to

do things fof them, vilien »e f irs t* lived on the far we

1 .llTed r i^ht nest- to old roab-«ay9~"f&e "K

have baked plea £os 4 5 thiar-JUit:r. for medicine /

,* end-liu*ve

.•?oah-truy who jjroved to be

Ifaea \ra lived ia tlis

way^tolook i t ^au' i.wouVd toll-s^- huoWa'thst

i els t h i r t y ° t on§ ti--«

. -kidias.

,te>i4; on c i r plain; "there v;as no

. *i

to be baob|vLo2ie as - i jtist kfesei: the l i i d i a n s ^

i. hei(x,d tbo ^ .n^hefs ijcreami:ig



• • ' . * • • • . « . •

, H * MRS. . ' '^mmntiu ' 9366*

• 0

thought i t -was people scr'errain'g* I feel as though any-

one/who has never l ived in, a new country and never fce rd

scresming of the panther, togother with he lowing

of t?ie c i t t le v/hen. a calf he.s been feilled^has never had

nny ex. e.r.ience whatever. But we, l ike so remy people^
t

• \

cairje to this new country wishing to better our condition

and now eah loo^back and.s^y "we are t ru ly ;lad vis stayed,

uftar a fep ye irs here, the Indi .ns bec^-c^ an in teres t ing

siu-v' to roe* JLn the early days they received'considerable

cash aiiu^itiefa^ tiid to then aerai-annu d l y , and they spent .

i t us soon io the-/ ~6t~ i t , .except old Foah-way. He'ti,ould

hvlti<* Uia fioney to rae to keep for him and would say,
'» - „ " • . . •• • . *

rtComancheL?±jo;3aiunois.^vy ^ ' ^ jt ut. his aoney in ti*o wai'drobe and keej- i t un t i l

fp-h-»ftay rotumed hiome, tflxen he fvould go away, he would.

also brW; his chickens, over 'for me to'kee.; for.^iim, tyifig.

avred string ai'Ooiid the i r legs to t e l l which chickens' were

his. , - , ;.- ,

,l'he o:;onin,^ of the niowa-Comanche indian land- had a

aost demoralizing effect upon the Indiana, foVwith- t-he

opening caie ,hundi*©da of saloons and the white man would
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sell whinny to the Indians for a "big - r i c e " . jl!her:e •

s m^e ". 1a . to . the human leeclior; wh<? hun^.nro'uiid

mpn oi;\. aj.'nient t ine T'eady to, ";et .the indipif^ into
ami fleece th©i» Tho Indinn : love to

-" ' la ni(^ -"t'onty" In the one r n e thov li'-o ^ovfc.

:t;o o'lijd -en of the t r ibe were n.ot v?i Mi tho f in t ly

: : e . r-t e-e nirriefl .̂-om some object which the ;-"rents

ju«t fter the bir th of the chi ld . Tho "inlen wore

r<" • i''"or an?.n t<"? ^^.ject> --vid the ^eri'Jen for inrmimato

thin.rv. .

,?, c«; e :--!' i.awton when it^va-1 in st'iddlin': clothes;

f/ii r,1-. the fii'rtt x*Bilr«)»i(?. t r in an*ive: vve valked the •

streets hen the dust war? six inches dee; , \nd v.e have

nearly ev-^y huildin- ift to\m -:oin": up, and h^re in

o' ih-ido r, of the ,,ichita;t.'oi;B>tains I -Ra t̂ to ,̂ o to ray

-.f esti ir : «


