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I was born just across the line in Texas and I spent

S0 mlch of my early life sometimes north of the_rivef and i

3
P

, sometimes south.ofﬁthe river that the real horror of my

-

childhood was crossing Red Biver and either getting bog-

[ 2
ged in the sand or having the wagon bed float away ‘and

haye t0 be rescued. Father leased land on 4 big socale

Aand mos+iy he had Indien leases but we went back into

LA

Al

Texas fox six months and more at a time to be. with or '

~ near our kindred who mostly ;ived in Tezas. -

I remember once we started to cross thgorivor and

ixviothezl said, ncfhat river 1looks nko it is up to ;néﬁ My 5‘
father said, "I don't think 1% is enough to hurt but tp ‘

make things safe I will tie the wagon bed to the running

,,a
@ _w e ¢

. gear and the horses will take us safely aoross"‘
He got out and took both lariats' that 5ere ordinarily
used on the horses and tied the front end of the wagon

v v .
« o

bed tight to the front end of the running gear. No sooner.

~
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41 the horses get into the river /until they both went A
elear out of sight and the rear end of the wagon rose |

s Q- "

_gight up_and floated right arounzd and started dgwn ‘the .‘_'

streams There were several of ]4_3' smell children in the )

wagon'. I screamed and s‘bartedzto’ jump' out into the

river. Hhlother had a baby in her lap but she grabbed me

-

_and- séid, "Stay with the wago GatId". Mother héd to
hold my dreés, though,‘tq makg we stay. The ropes h'_e}d
the bed 'fir;n'at the froht end |and the 'horses pulled us .°

out safely. It was a long time after that before my )
.,/_ -

“

‘el ster Ethel would eross in .al wagon, some one had to
take her on a horse and{ride acrogs with her. There we/re .

/

asnally cowboys around, though%wi: would take her z{p on

~o

the horse in front of them and,go ‘safely. across. 'Th:_[s
old orossing was . ar, Fleetwood b\t "1 cannot remember

whgt it was called I hink it was “t ﬁhig point that

-,

. %ﬁ Ne. _’xe lived on a° ve:ry broad trail that ran north and
\Q\\-\.\‘? [N

o -
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< All my égrly'chiidhood %as.spent in a~doub§e log

house.. We had a well of .good water and two wooden

~

buckets hungﬁin this well and a gourd alwayélhung on

a peg for anyone to stop and have a drink who wanted

‘

to. Cowboys could stop and water thelr horses but

there. was not enough water to water a herd. A big old

- -

wood watering trough was always by the well and it was

-

ugually-fuLl of water and many are the birds that L

have vatched come to ‘that trough for a drink and bath .

Ve iiyed sé-véfy far from any settlement,thaf there -

-

was never‘é doctor to be had.. Before“i’had . learned //,"_

L

to walk good I was walking out dooraﬂmL;h_a*hottle'in my

‘MAgand;andgfell%onAawxockw_braakingmthe:%?jxif/;ngéggyering

A ]

@-‘——.s
the large artery in my wrist. mQt 8y had to hold these

L parts togethg;;uﬁtil t116 bles ing was stopped. I think,'u L

id she “held it mpré than two days and nighte. . -
s ,
—_

Apywavy, I did not,bi;ed to death buf‘there is & scar I o

" . g,

have carri ver since from the baso of’my thumh almost

hal#/jig/ ] my elbow. ' . . E N : :ﬁ\
- K . . i
_— ther time there was a dreadrul snowstorm snd nll

//ﬁg;/wild oattle wanted t0, driftearound the barns and
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houses for a windbreék; My mother sent the older boys

. out to the wood pile bo out some “wood and .they - / |

leff\ the yand gate Open. Mother sent me to shub it.

'The boys had company and thought I was on

[

‘ooming out 6
, )

there to listen to what thev were ing so plokbd up

some chips and sterted to_thfow at'me. I turned to runm,
and ran ihto the barb wire and have /'f//
a scar 1o e rest of my lige, I only went to tell my

e

e

er that Myther said, "Re.sure and shut the odtside

looking back at %

gate so the out cattle‘canqnot get into the feed stacks."
: e . o ’
There was & log school nouse two miles from where

4
k4

we lived and we ﬂent two or three months‘oubxof the‘yeart

:_ One end of the‘SCHOﬁl house was almosxﬁallﬁa fireplace."
~ﬁ~‘ne oﬁher end was a blackboa;amgggw&éﬁ:;;;a;;uégzﬂgzz;iy
evarything from this blackboard. We did not have many
oooks. e girls played Ring Around The Rosy, Drop the
~andkerchxef Going To New York or What is Your Trade?
e went hunting flowers a lot in“;he spring for the woods -
were full of beautiful flowers. I learned to dande and:‘
“an& as I learned to walk and talk and every week eithef’

4
at our house or a neighbor's there was a singing or %




. sets with’%ld grey headed men and have seen cowboys

3 “f\\; ,

m YGE\, EDNA.4 DANIEL, - INTEBVIEU!\ \'\38‘00;

- * A B e

-

LN

dance and young and 0ld, rich and poor attended and

took part. Before I was grom I . danced lots of

v -

dancing with gray headed women.

When crops were planted there was just one way to

mane them safe 80 they ¢ould grow that was t0 herd the -

~

cattle or hoga avay from the fences. 4 chil& is large

nedoxvh-té herd cattle eor hogs befare they are large

enough or old enough to go to school, although you had -

>

10 pay to go t0 school and.I think everyone of us wére

started at five years §f age and ‘then we did mot get much

-

‘ schooling ‘for schooling in such remota neigﬁ%orhoods de-"

e e e e N

R34

Dendeu on same one Rassing through or maybe visiting in

-

" the neighborhuod for a month or two. They were seldom

vefy.we%i.educated themselves, Ve liyed longer on 0ld
Nubbin Ridge than any place I can remember of, Herds of

cattle would pass for days at a time and behind the herds

Ll

~ would come the skinners. All along the way the cattle

would ‘ie and thquwskinners would come behind the herds

and skin the dead cattle and pile %he sktns {nto wagons

v, r

.to take norvh to she tanners. I have seén & half dogen,'
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‘wagons hitched’ one right behind the other,piled so high
with skins that the loads would sway with the turning
of the wheéls. The hides would be piled so high that the

nides would have to be tied down. There would be only

one driver and all the oien would be hitched to the'
‘ront wagon. Someitimeg‘agNmany as six or sevaﬁ ﬁair

of oxen would be pulling thése &agops.\ The driver woqla}
have only a whip to drive thét string of cattle; it wés

& sight.” The most.oxen I ever saw hitched to one wagon

‘

were sixteen ‘never figured how & man ¢wld drive so many
'yﬁthout ever lines,to guide, but he ségmed to guide with %=

f/;is.xoicé more than his whip. . ' ' o <

"~ 7 Xy mother died whem I was twelve years -old-and my. - -
fathe;~gut me pn'q train tQ-send_ﬁB to my older sister's

to stay awhile., Father puéaﬁa\on tﬁé,train in the oa&ve ‘
Of the conductor and I was to go to the hotel and spend

_/the aight andvtgke another trainiin the_morning:'l had ta
dhange 2ars. I was_go afraid that I would wot get/dressed~
. - . ’ ' =\ ’

N-?n $ime thatjwheﬁ,l wént to my'rﬁdm for the night.I just

Jent t0 bed with all my clothes om. I had not baen in
bed very, long until & meid ceme and called my name and’

- ot .
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" said I was wanted oﬁ the phone; :i did no?'knqw what
that meant but tﬁé<m§;d took me to é Qqqm and_ put éome_f
, thing into my hends éﬁd: f014 me to pl;.t 14 to my ear
and I heard'my siste;%é voice so blain. I was so de-
lighted, I thought she was right in the “Toom v th me; B
I looked up to the ceiling and behind the dedr and

’ everywhgre. ‘ht‘laat I said) "6, sister where are you?®
Then the maid laughed at me and told me my sister was

more than a hundred milkes away but had éalled to be sure

ol

I hed gotten to’ the hotel safely for the night. I could

- uever ﬂorgex that first telephone call,

T ——

1 R
Ny dearest possession when a ohild was a big china

- d{ail. The-ddl 1 had blue eyes: and black ﬁcurly ha.na -

~a
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