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Interriew with Tom lfolfenaay
W«urlka, Oklahoma

Field Worker - Warren D. Morse
Jtme 14, 1937

I came to olclaho;Ba in 1901 and made the t r i p

to Latrton. There were five of us in a wagon and

we croaaed Red River near Fleetwood and campe'l at

a place which we t hou^ t was a l l ri(*,ht.

I went up to a house and a young n;an ca*ne to

the door. He told me that his wife was old snd the

gi r l was away fraa home just at that tiroe. This

young man had married Old iatiy Fleetwood juot to

get a claim. He wanted her to give him the raoney

to put in a saloon at Nocona, Texas but she -i-ouid

not do i t .

7?e went across country; thers veve 1:0 roods

nor bridges then. "e managed to get to ^cfttDn,

and regis ter but our n o s e r s -vorv ... bi-, t-ir.t -AO

did not get anything.

I thought I v<ould ()o OH out to I.ulart and

find aoaie kind of location for a home, so txy of us

drore on we£,t. We came to a kind of open arbor
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af fa i r . We stopped and I wont orer to t h i s

place. 1% was an Indian's home and they ware e a t -

ing. The old Indian came over t o me and I asked

him how to find the -way toward Robart. He

wouldn't t a l k but he Galled a young g i r l to ta lk

to me. I couldn't understand, a word she eaicU

The old Indian had a red band around h i s waist

just completely f i l l e d with b u l l e t s ; you know

seeing those bu l l e t s made me f e e l l i k e I wasn't

wanted there .

When I got to Robart I could not f ind any-

thing teat su i ted me end I did nut l ike the looks

of the country around there .

I started back and came to that Hainy Moun-

tain Misoion and worked there for a long time.

I came back here and bought a' claim f rom a man

west of tfaurika; a l l he wanted was the cost of

registering.

On our road to Hobart we followed the old

•49'era tra i l a ways. He camped at an old spring

where a wagon train was said to hare been attacked
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and burned and men, women and children kil led.

A man who oanped at this place found old wagon

tires and iron pieceE scattered around.


