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An Interview with Mrs, Deiana Kiddie ,
Ki l l ,Greek , Oklahoma.

.» i-ather was A. «J. Nfbjbet't, born iii rfouth Carolina about
" • \ • , . ••

- 182k. K>6therJwas Susan BreggNttble t t , :born in Alabama, Marqh

21 , 1840. Father wtis a farmer.' There were fiyp cMldren in
- r - * • - - - - ' " . . - - . • ^ " v . ^

pur.family. I waa born* July 20, 1872jin Ca8s County, Texas%\

Father had be.eh living in the Territory for about three

\ ,

years when he wrote_tb my husband that .this was the finest t

poor man's country in the world.8 We were living in Texas'.

Aftor receiving Father's le t te r we decided' t a moveXhere. So

• • ' - • ' ' ' ' ' • ' \ -

we did in 1894. We came in,a covered wagon, crossing\Red

grass was waist hi-;h everywhere. '-!

.te brought a few cows.and. wished .icany times that we had mor̂

-cows to graze on the. t a l l grass. iVe took a lease under Louis

ijeeley netr Troy in Tishomingo County in the Chickasaw Nation*.

t our mail at Heagan.at f i r s t . I t came there by horse-

once .ax week from Gbnnerville, after being brought there

fro^\Boggy Depot . • . ' ^ Q^ ' • • * •

KyXusband^jut a small'stock of groceries in one room*

of our loK^hQUse. ^ e r e was no floor and we put a wagon sheet.
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on the dirt floor'until we'could haul lumber from. Boggy

Depot to make a floor.. ' He "hauled groceries, for ,the store '

from Ardmore. I t took tfao days to make the t r ip and my

husband v/as always gone*one, night. I was desperately

afraid of the Indians and I ht-rdly slopt during the nights

when my husband was -away. 1̂  had heard, of such- .ter-r-ible

things the Indiaasshad. done but. I l a t e r found .out that I

had np need to'fear them. ' They were aa civilized in the

Chickasaw Nation as I: . They had peculiar ways of doi'^ig:

th'ings, but our methods of living* were as queer to them

as theirs were to us. One. thing I remember was that

Chickasaw always left a green switch, a t his door when Ji€
____-__^__x_^-u^—•———.
ry. that , he we s • gone •.'•;

h

/•• Ky children had heard such terrible tales about the
s ' X . ' • • * • • *

-Indians that-they thought of them ai.being' wild inonsters.
• • \

,-C-ne day my children ?;ere pj,ayiijg with my small s is ters on
' ' \ • ; . . . ' -

a creek neur Bather's place. Ky s i s ter heqrd. some men

. coming'"4pwn the- creek. n'hen she looked up and saw I

riding toward them she began to run, saying, "The india'ns

are coming.\Let's go to the'house.". One of my cMldren
• \ • . _ . - • - - • • • .

looked at the approaching Indians,and said, "Why that ' s
. \ *
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Our business became so good that my husband moved our

store to Troyj' .This was the f i rs t store there. I t was. in . v

a log house. % husband had groceries and dry goodsf and -l%

v/hen he got .things on hand which he couldn't sel3r ne |ieddl$d

them among'the neighbors. Not long aftejk h"e.-established

the s.-bore there was a mail line put through to elcf Mill Creek,

and myJiusbfcnd blazed the road• lie made two trips a week on

a horse• I-t was on on^ oT these trips that his-became suddenly

i l l and didn't live to get home* Ee died at the home of a

settler between Trô y and Old Mill Creek. This left me a4one

with five gir ls . ,

I«y husband's/partner in tne store and^ny oldeai^gU^^

took care of tile store. Cur herd of cattle j

eighty. Ky/busband bid taken several head of

at1 the s^ore. I t was-my task, to ride a£ter the

cont^dued to pay our §5.00" ^ r m i t eacb/ye&r*. The f i rs t

after my husband's death myv!.youngest daughter had

'typhoid fever. I had to stay very close to her bedside and

couldn't watch my cat t le . Whli^ sb.e was sick somebody stole

ten of my "finest heifers. That was a l l that was ever stolen

from me though. £sch Fall J bought enough flour to do a year
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and stored i^'on a araaliL platfown faa t^ed to the j o i s t a .

We never locked ttie doora when leaving home.end nobody ever • •

•enter.ed oixfi houae v?hile we were away or .If anyone did-.there

was not any thin^ missing. »
. . ] • * - '•• ^ 'v " • " .

,1 had^i very dff£ic\jlt time ttsalcin^ a living for-my family ••

of g i r ls . 1 rented the land each year to a tenant and we trie-i

to keep our part of the atore going. %gs werealmoat unat«L- •

aBle* Everybody, )iad egga and stores would hardly^uy them, ' •

even at 4 cents a dozen. . : ~~~~]~ •/ • ^
- • • . " - -. -1! I

' My daughter 7̂8,s appointed postmistreas-'&t rT̂ oy, when ahe

was eifiifeen years old. Thia was a fourth-class,..post office

and sbe received an eppointj^ni^----^e--wss^5'ovml as the youngest

postmistress in the United States and received many letters of
r.

1 Ly parents'and husband ar-e toteied a t ICroy-.j I he^el.

in I i l l . Creek fb.r the .past' ten- y e a r s . " ' _ --•- \


