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Bessie L. Thomas, - , v
Investigator, ' //
May 2, 1938.-
A . .

L Interview with,ihhn Réach.
[ Cache, Oklahoma.

/" " 18 the year 1901, just after the Opening, 1 moved
;ith my family to Lawton, Oklahoma, coming from the
/ Chickasaw Nation where 1 had Worked as & cow hand and
where sach year 1 lkwpt adding to.my own herd of cattle
until by 1801, I had quite a nice bunch of white faces.
Before getting entirely located in this géw country
my entire herd df cattle were stolen. 56 I left my
femily as comfortably located as 1 could to go in search
of ;gen.
The country was vefy wild, no fenées, roeds,; pas-
tures, or other signs of civilization, except an Indian
camp, here and there, along th; streams. I had F very

disagreeablq‘saa%ch for my stock, not knowing which

direction to go, so just started out.
e .
Cn my journey, day after day, 1 met up with only

: , !
Indians, They could not speak my language nor 1 theirs,

but veryflittle. 80 it wes hard to make them understand,
' V\ . . ' '



5. { e :
" INTERVIEW 10648 .-
/ -2-
| @
just whet I was searching for. ' - ¢

One night after 1 had been away fron homs about

o

8 month I had my first experience with the Indians in

/their home. As- the night was cold, 1 selscted an em-

. S

¢—V-;-..._~
bankment made my fire and sat with my back to the bank
for protection from the bitter cold wind. While sitting&
.by the fire, trying to thaw out I lgoked up and though

I had not heerd & footstep, there before me gtood three

L

{ndians.

After same difficulty in talking and sign meking
: . ’ ¢
they made me understand that they wanted me to spend

the night with them. on arriving at their home, & tepee,
and on entering, I saw the old as well as young women,

men, and children, seated on cow an‘ buffalo hides, plated

-

on the ground. The women awnd men played some kind of

-

//ﬁand game with sticks. The children amused themselves in_

L]

some other manner. Thsy all talked and laughed together

in their nativé custom and some tried to talk to ms,,chax- .

tering and maeking signs.
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On.goipg?to bed, the women gathered in one tent

-t

and 1 was givg? a cowhide to sleep on which was spread

over_some-waeis on the ground. Indien blankets were

\ used as co er. About four of these samebkind of heds .
' were made/down in the tepee where 1 3&3 to sleep} the
i méq ané o&s_;leeping here too.
e nex; m@rning, littie was done about cleaning’
up th_.tepee. "For breakfast a lerge pot of boiled beef
WS Laced in the center of the tepee and after what I
gine was ?rayer, with all sitting on the ground on
the sidés'of§€he~cowhjde beds, wooden spoons yere‘péssed
- ,uo.egch ﬁé%sbh andfail ate.ffom the pot as no plate; or

bowls were Used. The spoons had been whittled out a£i
7/ sm;othed lkké glass by the Indians;

| Aftér finishinz my.breakfast I thanked the Indians

the best 1 couid.and went on my way, grﬁteful,indeéd,
that I.did not have to spend that cold.night out in the

open..



