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rs of trhl«h w»ro ?»omf

of .where the town of Sh«ttuok« OMah-omfj, m» .!»<•«»•
*

Toreaoh'his final destf no tl>on an overlao-i tr

of about one hundred and elxty mll«s fef«a him.
Rfttliff he oofttaoted a ranch freigHi wa<zfl» t

tfie S.ttHanoh.for a load of eunvll^s. •ihn'.E

were about one hundred and twenty-ftva

of Klswa i'u the dherokae Strip country.

they;irll.dernef8 young Ratiiff rode the froight

f«|da to the & H headquarters, being on the road about

three days ay best he can reoall . He remained over one

night with the K fits and the. next morning the ranch foreman,

Btlford^ hitohed a apan of moles to a buokboard 'and
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took Mr, Ratl^ff rto the Box T. Ranoh well up toward

the headwaters of Wolf Creek. His sister lived at

the Box T headquarters, her husband, Frank Biggers,

being the Box, T foreman at that time.

The Box T oattle used to range over the western

part of the Strip -country more or less; therefore sinoe

Ratliff worked on the Box T Ranch for a number of years,

he was in.Oklahoma Territory about aa much during those

early days as he was in Texas.

Sinoe. he' was only eleven years old when he came .

down through the Strip to the Box T over the l ine in

Texas, he attended sohool the summers of '85 and '86 two

summer terms as he desoribed hie early-day schooling in

this section of the Southwest. *T\e sohool was oonduoted

under a oottonwood tree right out in the open. In oase

of rain the teacher and five pupils, the total attending,

retired *to the former's dugout whioh was located near the

site of the classroom. ,

During those early days~those on the Box.T Ranch

received and sent their mail at the Buzzard Roost Stage

Station to the east of them in the Strip. At Buzzard
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Roost than wrt8/fhe; tji^ly jvoaVoffi »*« vn thin ®nt(r«

section of the Voufvtry. Som^ of . I t s patrons \\rod tnnny,

many miles frnm tt{,': "̂ o rJgr̂ l-v-ft fenri- h% ftu«2wrii Bocst -

during I t s l j f e ns * Untt<vi StntPR.poBtbfft«^," the

was fldflrenB*>ri thnq : • "'••; «B«7.7.«t*<is Ponat Sta«ft S t a t i o n ,

AH of th« Ror Tfs snt>nli«s WOT© fr.eiafotftd over-

land from Kiowa, Kansas, down through tho 'Str ip t;l 11

about 1R69. Ratl iff mpde t r ios to MMSwa ooaasionelly ton

wlt-h the regular ranch freighter .

In 1885 Dlllard Fant, then a large and-proifrin«nt

atmman of the Southwest was ranging a h«rd of oettle^Mown t .

in the Ohey»nnerArapaho oountry» Millard F. Word was the

fo reman 1 n e harge. WofoT a raT the o thei

the <?a,ttle had a eamp l a the Tloinity of the present at tn

of Leedy, Oklahoma* I t was during the summer of 1885 that

such serious trouble developed in the Cheyenne-Arapaho

Reservation,. For a while I t aeemed that a major outbreak

of the Oheyennea was ao imminent that the Federal Government

rushed some 5,000 troops to . the proximity of the Cheyenne

country, , - - *



Fant'a oowpunohers and the Indians had not been

getting along-so well. .Allegedly the Gheyennes were

stealing cattle ftfoni the Fant herd. Also they lurked

stealthily in the vioinity of the cowboys' camp,, and

given the f i rs t opportunity they never failed to_swoop x

In and eat and carry off the camp eatables. 'Tint 's oow-

punoher8, of. course, grew weary ana impa'tient with irtie

pilfering and in exasperation bonoftivejcl of a

plan, >^8h but summaryr of stopping some-of I t .

X
Little^obe.,- then a prominent Oheyenne Chief and

of the la5tSajfs the Gheyennes t a become paoificT toward

tlie white niein,they kn̂&w was the^.leader In moat of the „

had d«ne. They had cfced h im on
oocasions at their * camp and," therefore', knew his grea-t

. _ • ^ > w . '

re Hah "for stewed, evaporated appleK.-Cautiously they

laid a trap for him and his companions

Before leaving oarap one day the cowpunch^rs took

special occasion to cook a l&Tg9 pot,.of beans anoSa pot
• « >

of their dried apples an.̂  left them. In" the pot of

apples they put a quantity of strychnin*. I t was1 a sure

bet nearly that vthe Cheyennes. would pay th«ir oamp a call
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during their absence., and in such event th»y knew that

Chief Little Robe would appropriatethe stewed apples

to himself and l imit his companions toNfche.contents of

the bean pot. As the oowpunchers had anticipated Little

Robe and others stole in while the boys were gone. The

'wily, mischievous Litt le Robe devoured j»the applesjXnd

K> quickly/ did the strychnine take effect that the I-ndftv •
chieffcfin fried; violently on the spot.

ThiKraah and indiscrete pra^c-qn the part of Fant's-

.cowboys so eowged-the Oheyennes against them that they

were obliged to.rase the country, in order to .save their

lives. -Only.with the^OTOteotion of soldiers were they

able to return and remove\the Fant oat t ie from the,ir
reservation. Mr. Ratllff deoia^es, that' he 'knows, this

oident/to be positively true.

In 1897 Mr. Ratliff filed on a "wiN«erclaim" 6f%ajDile

si^y> along Tfolf Greek near the old Fort Supply MiHtary

Reservation. "This was done for the benefit of a.ranchman .

of that looali.^y by the name of Wright. ~"

Shattuok h^s been Ratliff 's headquarters for maayX. *

. - * •

last past.


