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Field' Worker *s name

This report made on (date.) nays, 195

1. Name

2. Post Office Address Snnth

3. Residence address {6v- loca t ion)

4. DATE- OF BIRTH: Month

5. Place of b i r t h

Day Year

6. Name of Father li&rtin*

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother * H«?tftrt Hflrttn.

Other information about mother

Place of oir th

Qharolfao.

Place of bir th

Notes or complete narrative by,the field worker dealing v;ith the l i f e and -
;Story of the* ^.eruon interviewed, Rof^r to. Manual for suggested subjects
;and 4ue3ti»4+s^ -Continue on blanlc sheeta-4f necessary and attach firmly t,p
[this form, Nuir/fter of sheets attached ' •
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Mary D« Dorward,
Investigator,
May 5 t 1936.
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An Interview n t h Mrs. Verhon Purlee,
1923 South Florence S t r e e t t Tulsa, Okla.

Victoria MartiA Hogers and her daughter, Ruth Al ice

Rogers Purlee , are cascended from ancestors di3tlaguish©

in American a n n a l s ^Lnce before the I^avqlutionary War.

Of Cherokee blood, Mrs. Rogers was, through fcfer father

Captai n.Joseph Lynch Margin, descended from Joseph Harbin

who eaae to tKe oolonias from England early 'in the f i r s t

quarter of the eighteenth century. Joseph's father /t&a

Will!am Hertin, a wealthy jnorchant of B r i s t o l , Sngland,

• / i
who furnished his son1 Joseph with the ship "Brice* and .

sent him to Virginia.

what is now Albemarle

Joseph settled it Ti.rginia near Oharlottesville inL
County, and married Susannah ChiIds,

JTheir son, Joseph,was elected a Captain in the Transylvania

Milit ia in 1776, became a Major February 17, 1779, and

Lieutenant-Colonel in liarch, 1781, his aetiTit les being

directed against the Royalist (Troy) English* the Cherokee

Indians and others al l ied with the Knglish who were ki l l ing
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the women and children of the Revolutionists . On

December 15, 1787, Joseph was oadeB rigadier-General of

the North Carolina M i l i t i a by the l eg i s la ture of that

?tate, and on December 11, 1793, was commissioned to

BTigadier-oaaBral of the Virginia M i l i t i a by Governor

Henry Lee (Lighthorse Harry Lee) .

* General Joseph Martin n a m e d Susannah Fie lds , nee

Rnory, Cherokee Indian* the ir son, John Martin, married

Luey Bebaniel, a l so a Cherokee* John Martin became the

f i r s t treasurer of the Cherokee Nation and judge of the

f i r s t supreme court of the Cherokee Hatioa in 1819* He

was a asmber of the const i tut ional conrention of the Chero-

kee Nation «hich conyeqftdat Washington, D. C», a member

for the Cpo->«e»-seoo/wee D i s t r i c t .

In the spring of 1838 Judge John Martin earns vest to

Indian Territory with tke Immigrant Cherokees and s e t t l e d

along the Grand River near the Grand Sa l ine . With him

case h i s faa i ly including Joseph Lynch Martin who had been

born near Atlanta, Georgia, August 20, 1820. Judge Martin

died October 17, 1840, am I s burled a t Fort Gibson, Okla-

homa, i n a grare which has befn marked by the Historical

Society of Oklahojsn*
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Joseph Lynch Martin, son of Judge John Martin,

attended school in 8t« Louis, Missouri, and married Julia

Lombard in 1845* They settled in what was known as the

Greenbrier Valley between Pryor and Spavinaw, named Green-

brier because of the profusion of greenbrier which grows

in the valley; and from that time on Martin became known

as Greenbrier Joe, Greenbr'ier Joe owned all the land froa

Greenbrier Valley to the Grand River9 and at one time had

a postoffice at Qreenbrier with himself as postmaster. It

was a star mail rGute with the mail arriving every other

day. .

After the death of his first wife, Gr&enbrier Joe

married Luoy Ann Rogers, daughter of John Rogers, who

drilled the first salt wells in the Territory. The wells

were drilled near what is now* Saline in 1820, the salt water

being piped from the wells in huge, pipes made by hollowing

out the trunks of trees* A sample section of similar pipes

may be "seen in the auseum of the Oklahone Historical Society

in Oklahoma Oity,

Greenbrier Joe Martin and Luoy Rogers Martin establish- '

•d their home along Cabin Creek where they lived until the
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Civil War broke out in 1861. Greenbri^r Joe was an

extensive slaveholder and entered the war on the side of

th£ Confederacy. He organized Company D of the 2nd Chero-

kee Mounted Volunteers serving under General Stand Watie,

by whom he was coMniseioned Captain of his company*

Captain Martin saw active service at Fort Wayne, Indian

Territory, yort Gibson, and along Cabin Creek*

Captain Martin returned to Greenbrier in 1866. &is

family had fled from the family home, going on foot to

Texas, where they remained until the spring of 1865* Re-

turning at that tis» to the family borae they stopped en- - /

route at Boggy Sepot to rest, for a few days, and it was /

i&ile resting there at Boggy Depot that on Jane 2, 1865, a

baby girl was born to whoa they gave the name 71 o tori a* /

Greenbrier Joe died November 9, 1891, and was buried

in the old cemetery at Greenbrier Valley. During hi a life

he at various times contributed articles and poetry, under

the n,om a© pluae of Greenbrier Joe, to the Vinita Chief-

tain9 The Cherokee Advocate, and the Cherokee Orphan News.

He was^ interested in the preservation of tho Cherokee lan-

guage and traditions and, In order to make sure that his
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children should learn to speak Cherokee, had paly fu l l

blood Oherokeea for household servants, -However, the

result invariably was that, instead of the children

learning to speak Cherokee, they taught the fu l l bloods "

to speak English, thus defeating the father's purpose*

Tiotoria lias t in grew up to be a beautiful g ir l ,

recelTlng her education under private tutors and at ~'-

Willie Halsell Academy at Vinita. When she was about

fifteen, evangelists Moody and San key came to Vinita to

hold evangelistic services. So impressed were the v i s i t -

ing evangelists with the high degree of culture found among

the'Oherokeea that they planned to send a selected group

of young Charokee g ir ls to school back In the East, choos-

ing Victoria Martin to head the group*

The Martins not long before this had lost their old-

est daughter under rather tragic circumstances. Lumpie,

as she was known, had been attending school at the Chero-

kee Feoale Ssminary stTahl^quah and had just returned to

school In the fa l l apparently in the best of health* Net

long after she had gone her father, seemingly for no reason

at a l l , suddenly became uneasy about her welfare, so much
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so In fact that he started his oldest son off for

Tahlequah to learn if a l l was well with her* Before the

son had proceeded far on his journey he mat the school

authorities on their way to the Martin home with the body

of Lurapie, end that waa the f i r s t "intimation the family

had had_that ahe was i l l * Her death had really been the

' result of a fa l l she had had before returning to school,

but her parents, s t i l l grieving oveijher loss, were un-

willing to le t Victoria go so far from hone* so the group

of girls went without her* So disappointed was Victoria

at not being permitted to go with the other gir ls that she

resolved to marry at her f i rs t opportunity. Accordingly,

when aha was sixteen, . she. was married to Joseph Robert
r

Rogers at Vinita, July 22, 1881. ^

Joseph Robert Rogers was a son of &r* Oscar Rogers of

Lacletjfi'jTIaeTille, and Lebanon, Missouri, whose father was

a brother of old Bob Rogers, g raadfather of the la te tfiil

Hogers. ,Dr, Rogers served in the Oiril War as -a surgeon

for tha Confederacy« He was captured by the Union forces

who took him into the Northern Army. He, however, would

not fire on hi t own people, so he made bullets from pi l l*
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and fired those instead, Two letters written by him

are in the possession of Mrs. Paries, one dated June

20, 1865, the other dated August 21, 1865, both relating

to Incident* happening in Hollo, Missouri.

Joseph, Rogers was born in Missouri February 7, 1858,

and attended school there during his early days. Some

time later he ran away from home and came to the Indian

Territory where he finished his schooling at the Cherokee

Hale Seminary near Tahlequatu Els marriage with Victoria

Martin took place as mentioned above July 22, 1881. . He

beoame one of the first peace of fleers in the Territory,

serving as United States Marshal at the time when tha

Jennings, ̂ alton, and other notorious gangs were active.

When the Frisco poshed it? way across the Territory,

Joseph Rogers opened a store at Oatoosa. Be assisted in

building the railroad bridge across the Verdigris River,

he and Mrs* Rogers llring in a boarding house nearby while

fee worked on the bridge. While they were living In the

boarding house th« Sogers. were witnesses of an «arly-4ay

tragedy* One day a drunken full blood went on & tear and

caused great excitemant for a while. The sheriff tried
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to arrest him bat the drink-maddened Indian resisted.

The sheriff shot at him several times but wa/unable to

stop him, and the Indian was running with )4ood gashing

from the tops of his boots*. Finally &JB sheriff had to
•- /

seize him with one hand while he sho/ him with the other,
* f~

. /~

•r"

killing him almost instantly* Tb6 man had been a close

acquaintance of the sheriff -ifeo ,said he would rather

have shot his own brother -than that Indian*Later, the young Rogers raared to Adair

Joseph established a drag is tore. While they were l i r ing

there the Dalton gang once; held up a t ra in . Knowing they

were in town Hrs« Rogers took sfeat money she had and hid

i t iri the bottom of the flo|ir barrel unti l she was sure

the Daltons had gone. I

flhile acting as Unit»4 ptateg Marshal Mr. Rogers was

once shot, ife-was in Olareai^re with sereral other men who

were guarding money to be u*eki for an Indian payment, when

duriag a friendly card game the gun of one of the men
\

accidentally went off striking Mr. Rogers* Us aarried the
5

bullet to his
5

i
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In 1890 the Rogers-faral}4r movei to Nowate where
/ /

they established a/farm home on Mrs, Kogera* allotment,

about on«-half mil© vest of the. Nowata corner* t t was

probably the ftpat modern farm house in that eomnmnity,

fdth g:as for illuiainatiag, telephone,

a wereer ^vetem "for waterlog the stock, long before

any lather house In the vicinity had auch conveniences.

was produaed from a well on the Rogere' farm*

Mr* Rogers-* whiLe a leader in the consnunity, never

sought political office, but was elected to one or two

minor offices* His advice wao frequently sought, dapec-

ially when the constitution for th« new state was un$.er

consideration, and isany of i t s progressive ideas were

advaaeed by him, -

/ !̂hen the World War os.-3s, Joseph was too old for ac -
1

tive service, but he did patriotidvrork in th* munitions

oaap at Muscle Shoals. He died July 4 t 1920, and i s

buried in the family lot at Nowata cemetery.

Victoria Martin Rogers always interested herself in

the affairs of tha cotmmnity in which she happened to be

living and was instrumental in establishing churches in
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tbe small towns in which she lived. She was a meafcer

of the Tulsa chapter, U, D. 0 . , and was a oharter member*

of the Indian Woman's Olub of.Tulsa,

Always intensely proud of her Cherokee blood, Mrs,

Rogers interested herself in the preservation of Indian"

lore* Before her death she had started the compilation,

of an English-Cherokee dictionary, as well as a seraph

book which contains* an interesting collection of ar t ic les

including specimens of Cherokee printing, a hymnal in ^

Cherokee, an ancient legend of the Delamires, a oopywof

the constitution of the Cherokee Nation, and a eopy of a

Cherokee Advocate, 3ker# are alsc zaany clippings oover-

ing many topics relating to Indian affairs, but unclassi-

fied, l

Mrs. Rogers opposed statehood, but to,ok no active

part in trying to present i t . Her husband, feeling that

Statehood was inet!table and that this was 'probably the

bt3i deal that the red man would be able to get, "favored

i t and took en active part in getting i t established*

The collection of Mrs* Rogers la now in the possess-

ion of her daughter, Hr«, Ternon Purlec, of 1923 Sou til
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Florence Plaebt Tulae, There are also one or two old

photographs of in t e re s t , Including one of John Rogers

#10 established the sa l t gorkia near Saline, The photo-

^raph of John Rogers was probably made at Port Gibson

at a time when a payment was made to the Old Se t t le r

Oherokees.
1 ESDIAK SUPERSflTIOWS.*

At the time when Victorie Martin's oldest s i s t e r

died a t the Cherokee Female Seminary, the night before

her death oaonrred, the family being in complete ignor-

anee of her i l l n e s s , her father made the remark* that

"the dogs are howling too nmohH. The next day her body

brought hona.

During thB Civil War, when Greenbrier Joe was en-

^ with his comrades along Cabin Creek, the n i ^ t t

before the ba t t le of O&bin O-reeJc a,white deer appeared

net far from the anoampment^ Ilio eoldiers a l l f e l t that

i t foretoM Ti,ctory for thair foroes, and sure

they were Yietorious in the engae®11^^* nnrX day
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Following i s a copy of a document found among the

mater ial of Mrs. Victor-ia Martin Rogers which may aare

'some value.

HISTORY OF SALIRA,

The following l e t t e r was taken from the ear ly f i l e s

of the Pryor Oreek Clipper , reprinted from an-1890

of ' the Orphan Hews, published a t the old Cherokee

Home a t Sal ina, He caiae in to possession of the f i l e s

through the eourteay of s » H» Kayes, Sr.

She l e t t e r was wri t ten by Joseph L. Martin of Green-

brie? to the "editor of the Orphan Hews, and gives a good

idea of the early h i s to ry of Salina and neighboring coim-

try^ The old SberoKee-Orjghanage mentioned in the l e t t e r

was destroyed by f i r e i n 1903,' and the r a in s rernained

standing untouched for years . I t ia noi? replaced by an

up-to-date and modern high school bui lding, but soiae of

the old ru ins -can , s t i l l be seen about the place . The s i t e

of the old s a l t w a r k s i e novi occupied by the Radium Springs

resovt« " . , .
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The country eas t of the Grand Elver i s r i c h In

his tory of the e a r l y French/?nd Intelan s e t t l e r s , and

/aany of the nameB mantijraetf .in the l e t t e r below can

s t i l l be found the people ao:

Mr. Martin f a

ttBdito* Orphans' Naws:-

"jme place on ahich' your home

oss the river.1,

ans stands i s rattier historica;.* I would like io

and may some day give you a detail

and different changes that havu ta>en place since, the

for the Oherokee

d history of t,he place,

first man" settled at the Asylum sp

an abridged account, hovjrev?r, at t

ing, give you

,e

"The f i r s t set t ler at the place mis Joseph Revard,

a Frenchman. Revard ianrried an Oepge woraaa and was a

trader among the Qspge Inriians^/^llhe Old Setttler Gherokees

and tha Osagea a*t that tinse "were ĵn the warpath sitfa each

othe»»- The bheroJc^es lived on thil Ar!fansa® and White

Rivers, and this Joseph Bevard" was a great help to the

Osagea in carrying on the war by I furnishing thwn with guns

and aonninitioh* The Oherolcees held a war council tod. in

this oouncil i t wae decided that Revard assist be gotten rid
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of. Seven warr iors wore de t a i l ed to hunt and k i l l _

Revard, which they promptly d id . The war soon closed

af te r Jtevard*s death , T ;dgh t r r r i te P long h i s t o r y of

thd hunt for Revard and of b i s death, but cannot give

i t here,

"After peace was-made between the Cherokeea and

the bsages the letter sold the portion of their country

\ ' ' • • '

to \the United States GoYernment. The Oherokees then

bought'the land and after the Osages moved north took

pos

set

ession of their n©7? homes. Captain John Rrgers then
•

led at the Gr.*nd Saline* . Colonel A, P, Ohoatteu,. t

an r.gent for the Osages, hnd built his residence and
«•• • • > • - ' . • .

agency at 1jhs place now occupied b'x the asylum, or rather
' . , * • * • * • '

atX\ hundred yards down towards Grand Rirer . The marks

of h^B hozue and the Osa^. Agency 'ere plainly vi Bible to -

day. Bevard Tjaa,there -before Ohouteau built , but

cabin r«»maiiiod

"Tiie n£:it man ^ o 6c.ur>ied Itevard's cabin'was Joseph

Oladdea, a liunter and.trapper. All around him were rough

customers., I) * L

and his -wife was of'.the same wooa. and warp»
Gladden and hie wife l e f t for Twcas, where jhe said he



340

FORLSB, TJRN08 (MRS) BTCKHVIKW. 13845.

- 1 5 -

oould h a r e more elbow room and l o t s of fun wi th Mexican

•greasers ' , y^

"Burros H, Smith was the' next man* Mr. Smith did-

not l ive in the house, but taught school .in the cab; n.

He was in the employ of Captain John Rogers, for h is own

and" his employees1 children. Captain Rogers carried on

extensile s a l t works and i t took a great many hinds to

run them day and night.' There were a great iflany families

living at the Saline, and at that tlias i t formed quite

a village* Sraitn taught aohool in Revard's cabin for a

few seasons and then went to Texas in company with the

great Sam Houston.

. ""Rising^ Fawn, a young Cherokee, who had been a brave

under Captain John Rogers during the Oaage war, aame up.

from his home on Lee C.reek for a v i s i t to his old war

Captain.*• Tnere were a great many Osages Gasped on Grand

River around their agent, Colonel Choutsau. Rising Fawn

decided to k i l l one mord Oaage. For that purpose he went

one morning before day intd the vacant Bevard cabin, an£t,

with gun and tomahawk, waited for an Osage to pass. .About

sunrise an Osage youth pissed and Rising Fawn fired Into



{ 341

PURLBE, VSRHOtf (MRS) DJTERVIBW.. 1S845.

- 1 6 -

him. Yh<* Osage*s gun dropped, but he started off at

a tuo-forty gait , «ith the Oheroken after him, tomahawk

in hand. The Osage- youth escaped ana gave the alar:...

Soon quite a litt)!© army of Os*igea eurruunu >d .the prem-

ises of Captain Rogers, hunting for Rising Fawn, but he

had 'vauioo iou the ranch'. Rising iaw.i bxd broken the

Osaka's arr^ at the elbow nna he was alw.-ye ofterw^ras

erippled in that axnu During the War of the Rebellion,

so-eall'ed, he was well known in the Southern jctriuy as

•Major Broken' .ana1.

"After Chuuteau's aay ca.je Lewis Ross, and then

came the Civil .7ar with a n i t s fury, ruin, und destruc-

tion. Thea eaitsd the ouye and balm for all troubles and

white-singed peaoe threw her mantla-^oT'Tove around a l l

and everything. Then oamea sad aMnge, in the d)p&th of

Lewis Ros3, after which ttie place sas vacated. TJie aobie \

\ .

old mansion- nua desorted—not" a haiiaa sjux to be seen, . i \

not a human voiae to break ch9 gravenraru siisnoe th£\t h«d .

settled dowu upon the place, "i.'our huiable writer has\been

at the place and iu thb grand old mansion, when ill who

had once 1-ived there werejgone, iiaosi of them to the laa

i i no returning.

\
\
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"Then carae the purchase if the place by tha

Oherokoes Nation fo r - the pur^tse jf jcsrcin? a ho.20 for

the Cherokee orphans, Thou e r / ' i 5ho ^ro:.t school '.nd

the merry r ing nf tho Int. ;h a-J wVi'V -n- heH". >f the

Indian youth. The sdviol urns f i r ^ t o-̂ Aned fst the ".ale.

aeninary, with Keveroad Walter A. Dunein ss super in-

\ tendent. • prhnn tho Poas f-.«insJ o*i .v:.s f i t t e d up s-.d rn-

paired ready frnr the roceptJ-on of the school , Duncan,

^like Moses, led the chi ldren fro/, Eg:rpt to the banlcs of

the Grand Water, \Teosho, This fc.<:chQ lz tho n \.JO . ; ive i

to t h i s grn-Kl old r i ^ e r v / t he / ) s r •rr'-—r.^ | r l e r ) osV. J
z
/

(grand' , Bev^rond Dune h.-.!/s:--3r 31 f f i r ^ l t i ro Xb sur -
moifnt, bat he overcuir- the:.. tv..\ ri-Lh a f in . -- .d c-teody

• /

step marched with h is Infiu'.y, orpb«- c:iw:rtf ».r&

"Aft^r Heverer.ci Dunca/1 c-i^o Percrc-.d roseph

son, who .. 33 followed i*tr6igh* ir. tliC f o i t s t e j n '
/ ^great h*j0se'3s DUICJI'-* Tojju-y the gror t jsrbool ' .V. ha 'v for

-our- OhoroV^e orphans t-s/a- V^rnT ' ^ "r. r,r\r,r\.. -

insti tution of which any nation night, be prood. The gre-nt

glory of the thing i3 that the OheroVoos run th is school

and meet a l l the expenses of ^ororr^nont si th their own
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aon»f« Kay the great SoTereign Ruler of the universe

hold owr netion up «ith Iwth hands, never to f a l l . "


