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 Field Norket's name Linnaeug B¢ Ranak,
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This report.made on (date) february 17, 1988, 193,
1, Name : Alya Pressosll,
2, Post 07tice Address gage, Ok}_}ahem.. -
3. Residcnce addres% (or lgca%ion) -
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Augnst " Day 8  Yesr 186Ls
5, Place of birth Towas | L
6. Name of Father " Place of birth

¢

Other informstion about father

7« Name of Mother . Place of virth

-

¥

Other information abcut mother

Notes or complete narrative by the {icld worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson intervieweds Roufer to Manual for suzzested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if ncecessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shects attached .
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linnesus B. Rangk, .
Investigator, .
Februery 17, 1938, : T

Interview wiii Alv¥a Pregenell,
: Gage, Oklshomas

I was born i{]{owa, August 8, 1881y During the late
rgo's I came to Kapsas where I taught two tYerms of school
in Sheridan County in a sod schoolhouse, The late Winter
of 1901 I struck .out for Oklahoma Territory with a view
to homesteading. I landed st Xingfisher broke énd while
X was lounging in a Kingfishe» hotel lobby éne night I
happensd to ;31('31( up & newspaper in whick I abgerved a
brief aceount of progress in Day Gounty, Of particular
intersst to me was the mpreséntaticn that the census of
Day Qouz;ty at the turn of the centur‘y.shgwed a population
exaeeding 2,000 people, and that in the gounty there stiil
remain;d much unpre-empted pubdblis land, Thereupon, the
next moming‘ I started for ;Granﬁ, the gounty seat of Dey
éauntf, on foot, carrying ny suitosss whish contained sll
of my earthly possessiont, o |

My route took me th’:;‘oi:gh Watongua_‘:ﬁué’h at that time had
so railroed, The grade through the town was ‘aboujs complete,
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howevers On to Amdarke; B plcdde;d, catching a ride now

end then for a Pew miles, but walking most of the way,

I finally reiched the little poz;t of i ce of Leaors in

Dewsy Oounty. At Lenore.the setilers told me that Dewey

Oounty westward was the jumping off plai:e, and that those

who ventured furﬂther west nevm" returned, I waliked most

of the way, over tralls and the oopen» prairi'ei, spending

my nights enroute at the homes of settlers cnd ranchmen and

finally arr;ved at Grand the latter part of March iéOI.

Grand was a "blustery”‘plage, Day County being naturally

a cowman's couniry, the ranchmen and the multiﬁlying settlers

were at grips one with the other over the herd law and the

tree-r.ange questions. |
During Aprtl of 1901 I filed on & alaim several miles

northwest of Grand end within the Fenoh of M. F. Word, The

winter of 1901 and 1902 I ‘taught the one-room schocl of

- Greand. DBefore the school term expired I deemgd it noceaéarf

to sharply diseipline & gertain stalwart }outh of the sehaql'.

The afternoon of ths follc_ming day a ocouple of nowboys;

sympathizers of the recalgitrant boy, got gloriously drunk

" in Grand and proceeded to the schoolhouse on saddlehorses
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with a view of "roping” me, dragging me cut of the old

" asechoolhause, énd threshing me socundly. In dead earnest,

. one of the daring oowpunchers advanced a0 ra; in at.tampt- (
ing %o carry out the fatent of the paix, that he Lk'xad‘ his
borse staﬁ;ed over the ~*l;hreshc],d of my claesroam; bu'b' I
repulsed him, for I had fortified wsself wWith a heavy

. stsel stove-poker, ‘
Came 1902 md another dMennial election for Day
‘ County. ﬁe gowmen weres still in oontfol of Day County

LS

_ and 1ts losalnGovernment, .and meking & defcer;nined and

it Vo

‘;\ last stand in Day Cownty against the settlers. The. one
and only issus in the poliiies of Day Oot;nty duxing‘ ;he'
campaign of 196;“3 the herd-iaw question. Necessity
agd agitation had forcce‘d a distinct line of cleavage be-
.f‘tween the two opposing elements of Day County's ‘éitizenéry
which, b 1802, brought the final test of the tw fac;;iona’
- pelative strength, In:tha main the settlerd of Day Gounty
were herd law men, The sumser of 1902 they mere active

A%

in argenizing for the coming fall election. It seems that
. Cy,

one "Sol* Grim, whe resided on a homestead south of the

‘ . ' . ' s

Genadien River, was one of the p_x!gu{ipal leaders of

sl
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the herd law.secviion of Day County's cltizenship, -4

preliminary mesting of hera law men was held at the home-

ptead residence of Sol Grims, I attended and, as I was
active in behalf ‘of the herd law element, I tosk an

acti ve part in‘the‘me;.aﬁng. At tnis conclave it was
deci ded, to hold a county couvention 'fer naminati sz a herd
law % gket for Day Corunty % go oefore the vo‘cers in thse
coming election.. ,But wimre should this eonvention meet?
That was a question, In the enurthouse at Grand, the
gounty seat, appeared the lggi cal place from one point

of view; but that was the. stronghold and the place, as i%
were, of thefree range men, so Grend, there‘fore; would not
do., At the suigesticn ef alve Preésnell it was deeided
the convention should b held in the Packsaddle school-
house, & tuated on the morth stde of the river several
miles east of Grend. Mamy settlers with their families
foregathered at the Padtsaddle schoolhouse the day befare
the eonve‘ntione In fact, most of those who attgnded the
meetiﬁg arrived thes day before ahd all camped over night

about ths vialnisy adjasent tc the schoclhouse, The next

"day in oonventi on agsemblad the herd law men nominated
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complste county ¥ioket amd in the general Slection thet

followed every candidate on the{y ticket except for the

-

aounty shertff wes ®lggted. This defeat of the free rauge

alement {in old Day Coﬁnty s . the final and complete

liquidation of the power and {nfluendne of the county's

4

COWIaN.e



