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TAYLOR, THOlvUS. •

Linnaeus B. Ranck,
Investigator,
December 23, 1957.

INTERVIEW. 9572.

In Interview With Thomas Taylor,
.. ShattuGic,' Oklahoma. .

iTaylor i s a native of Texas,'born near. San «ntoni.o,

January 13, 18G5. Hi a f i r s t v i s i t to o:-;lahor.ia v?as in

the suinuer'of 1831. He cane up the t r a i l that sunnier

with a herd' of threejthpuscnu eicht^undred ca t t l e ,

crossed Red*Riveriat Down's Store aaja followed the old "
' I

t r a i l on northwesj throu.ii the India:* country r :5 on to
j

• . ~.

Dod£<3 City, Kansas.- In those a&ys, the TnCis.ns inhabit-
* . • ' •

i:\2 weajt^r Oklahoma were afx.; s referred to ^s the
/ - v , ° •

'•wild Indians". Taking t r a i l herds throu,±-the \.lld

ri.<:;;• so f:.r.:-»R t!is

were concerned provided the t r u i l boss '.70s .Tillin: to

pcy the t r ibute in cat t le these Indious uniformly re -

quested or de landed. The' "b^r- jaws" in the ha'rd Fnd

other inferior and l i t t l e salable ca t t le they used to

•tive the Indians when they gave them i.rj cattle ' ; sone

tra i ls bosses refused to pay any t r ibu te . -The Conanche

-:.id .:io;va t r ibes vrare" the most 'diff icult to, sat isfy.
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They wdre not incl ined to sccept a few aattl&Vfrqm a
" • " - . • • / \

^ • . • \ . . .

herd but instead would in s i s t on* tv.fentTr head orViore

'if thex^ierd happened to be unusually lT**e. Mr.

Taylor recalls 4uanah J?ar*:er uiiC another prominent

Ooinanohe chief, whoSo name he could not rememberr .as* '

crafty and mercenary fellows vath tho^-i^ trail bassas.

LIri Taylor was over all of the old. cattle trai.ls.

famous in early day Oklahoma history. The;, used ̂ to
" • '

swim the entire outf i t through the stroans sometimes
» \*

rather than wait for flood v/aters to subside.' - Unless /

the water v;as very .high i t was not d i f f icul t or risky

tff get the cattle1 ' through. Thetas:-: w;A hoze-rd' w ŝ. in"

getting tjhe» -chuck wcgqr| across^ u svvoxS^a^s^reiTi such ts

x etc*-
"instances s,«3

u.ndertoolj: to cross^ s a^^t^^ :--fXoou st&ge, the herd

in fir>t-t^sF';nany ca'ttle,would not^e-ch. the •

opposite! b a ^ for nearly a r . l l^Sar ther dovm stream.

The ch^q'c «o,vagon went in after the ca t t l e . Beforehand,

bolsters,
f

,¥?^^.ti_ed_sccutely down to fhe

ov&r the top of i'ts b^

' /

/* - - _̂  —

sndaupoja these th4'y' w of

-v
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the wagon's.cargo most apt to'be damaged by waterV

Several cowpunchers would then t i e one end of the i r ' ,

throw ropes to the top of the wagon box and the other

ends to the horns of theftr saddles ^nd starts across;

the wagon driver turning .his teajus rather down the
~> . • .

current and the mounted punchers—three or four as a
"' * ' • .

rule—with their, ropes tied to the top of the wagon

box going'iri'with the chuck wagon but up stream from ' ,.

% i t the distance of the length of their l a r i a t s . When

the ~%d'8fttis reached water so deep that they had to swim,

the water was alroost always deep enough to float the, •

wagon( The men up stream on horses tried to keep a

course that enabled each and' every -rider to keep h i s '

rope to the wagon box t ight enou-̂ h to hold the wagon

' more or less steady and prevent" the farce of the cur r /
i '

1 rent from ttttning i t over downward of the stream.

Such a venture d idn ' t always turn out sa t i s fac tor i ly .

About '83 or '84 Taylor was oh the Shoe Bar Ranch
t '

in Texas Helping work up a herd to drive to Dodge City.

One evening the men in the outfit were in camp ready

for stffeper when old Chief Geronimo and twenty of his
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warriors, rode in asking for something to eat . All in

the outfi t knew the "oil chief quite well'and were on •

.most friendly and peaceable" terras with .him in spite

of the fact that Geronimo and his l i t t l e band were

' then committing outrageous depredations in various

sections of the Southwest. The Shoe Bar outfit Ted the .

Apaches and they lef t the camp. The next morning, how-

ever the cowboys were quite surprised to see old chief

Geronimo return to"the camp before some of the boys

were up. fie asked for his breakfast -which they gave

him and then rod© away. Taylor declares Geronimo was

an Indian of much personal" pride in h is savage ".way and

hence did not bring h is twenty warriors back for their

breakfast. . *
* •

' Taylor was punching cat t le in the Ohickasaw.Nation

when, the Oheyenne-Arapaho Reservation was opened for

settlement. TTith two companions he drove across to

make the run'for a claim. The party approached from

the east through the local i ty of the John H. Seger

colony. They'got temporarily los t - in the rough country

not far east of the border l ine and arrived on the

- . e
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re se rva t ion l i n e near ly an hour too l a t e to take par t - ' '

in the run projper. They went on i n , however, and-.-the

next day .had driven west as far as -about itvfenty miles

southwest of V/eatherford. , Tfrey'̂ f ound • a 11 the

•land apparently taken so they turned back. In a

locality about twelve miles" south of ."featherford they

came upon the most appealing land'a 11 of which seemed

to .have been staked, but few ieraained of those who,

had staked this land the day before.- Taylor claims

many never made legal entries' on the lands they staked

the "day-of the opening and never returned to" claim them;

he homesteaded on a quarter in this vicinity, established

residence in a dugout and began spme farming.

On this homestead Taylor had a number of Indian
i

neighbors. His associations wi-th them brought' on

trouble. While away from home one day, a aquaw had an

altercation with Taylor's wife and assaulted Mrs. Taylor

with a club. Difficulties with his Indian neighbors

multiplied thereafter for Taylorj and' his 1rife was de-

termined to leave the country. Soon he sold his re-

linquishment for a $1,000.00 and went north to a new
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location near the plaoe where the 'town of Leedy was

later founded. Here he homesteaded again in 1893'

some time#, as best' he was able fo recall,/,-'oi control .

of .some <,sohool land and star tea ranching on a small

scale. ^ j,v.

While Mr.' Taylor was still on his claim south of ,

V/eatherford and during the early part of 1893 a large

herd of cattle from Texas passed through his locality

.on their way to the ranch of Amos Chapman on the North

Canadian River north of, where the "town of Selling ttdw"*^

stands. It so happened that all the men with this ' "£

herd were old friends and forme* cowboy associates of

Taylor's. The outfit was very shorthandedand persuaded

Mr. Taylor to help them on to the Chapman ranoh. The

weather turned"bitterly cold bef5re they reached the

.South Canadian River and they found it nearly dry and

apparently frozen over solidly; at least they crossed

the cattle on the ice and made no effort to get water

for them there. They calculated • on going on to the

ilorth Canadian River and water the cattle there. The
9

extreme cold continued and when they reache'd the North
v
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Canadian River .it-was frozen over almost solidly^ too.

The ca t t l e by this time were.frantic for water and i t

was almost night. , The outfi t pamped on.the south

side of the river aid during the night that followed

every man was obliged *to be o/n duty with the herd even

the negro cook, a l l ^he men/except the cook v/ere busy

throughout the, night t rying/to hold the res t l e ss , mi l l -

ing ca t t le from scat ter ing ' far and wide and searching

the frozen current of the/r iver for places to chop the

"ice so the cat t le , could, drink. The negro cook r e -

manned at the camp and kept a f i re going a l l night and

had hot coffee ready for the other wen who took turns

returning to the chuckwagon to warm a short t^aie a t

the. f ire and brace themselves with a hq t drink. Taylor

declares that was the most miserable experience he ever
1

went through in a l l of his cowpunching days. Ohapman

then had a very commodious log house at the ranch head-

quarters, and"the next mornin- most of the men with the .

herd went to Chapman's house for b-reakfast. Chapman's

Gheyenne wife was. a good housekeeper and a splendid "

cook. I t was on th is t r i p that Taylor became-interested
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' i n l oca t i ng i n the sec t ion of the country whe^e the

town of Leedy was l a t e r b u i l t . At t ha t time l i t t l e
the

of tha t pa r t of / Cfceypane-Arapaho country had been

homesteaded and there were no Indian r e s iden t s for

many miles d i s t a n t . He, therefore concluded to

leave h i s claim south of 'Jeatherforo. and s t a r t a ranch

of h i s own fa r the r north wher.e there was s t i l l abundant

free range and no Indians to contend with.


