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TAYLOR, THOMAS, - | - INTERVIEW.

‘ ~

Linnaeus B.'Rahék, . T o .
Investigator, : B |
December 23, 1937. . R

in Interview With Thomas Tey lor,
~" . .. Shattuex, Oklahama.

[N . ‘.

v

Taylor i's a native of Texas,’ born near.San antonio,

Janugry 13, 1865, | His first visit to O:xlahoma was in

» I

. o . ,
the sumier of ch%. He caue up *the trzil that sumner
4

. N >, 'y
. T s .l - Tu , . - . . .
with a herd of three 'theuscnd elghtggundreg anutile,
. { R .

'at Doen's Store snd followed the 0l1d
l ' '

' .o T, . :
trail on northwest throu~h the Indiun country «:1 on 16
!

crossed Red River

[ .o~
Dodge Gity, Kemsas, In thosé dors, the Tnéi:ns inhabit-

ing west 1 Ok ah?l.a were alw.; s referred to cs the , B
. “ 4 - « . ° -

"wild Indigns". Taking truil herds throuh.the wild .
———Indisnts—oountry Was-not

- R - - L - - = U L4
. ; - - -

were conssrned provided the truil bdoss wos williar to

o

pcy the tribute in -attle these Indians unifornly re-

quested or dewnded,  The "big Jaws" in the nard Tnd
other inferior and 1little sclabls cuttle ther used t0 L
“ive the Indians wheu they gave them {1y catilé; some
. e ’

N ' - & "
troil~bosses refused to pay any tribute. -Tue Cgm;nche

satisfv,

z2d iowa tribgs weré® the mogt difficult to

«

\



. getting the chuck wagor

:m~Mmh,u~xe the\weson box s

‘herd but instead would insist onvtwepty‘head or

If theherd happened to be unusually l-ree. Mr.

R N Y . \ 7 )
$he"Red Hiver, the<Cimd rTon ,/ In instaaces where tm P S
- / . . P - T T

The ohyfd< gf gon weat in aﬁtér thgfoattlé. Beforehand,

« INTERVINd. . .  9579.

. T )
They .wére not inclined to zc¢cept a

°

~

. ’
. . ’
- . .

Taylor fecalls Quanahl Parier uné enother prominént

N

Comanche chief, whose acue he could not remember, as-<:

)

erafty ard mercengry fellows with the ode trail b&ss,a.
krs Teylor was over all of the old, cattle traLls,
t4 A . .

e "
s .
-

Doy

fanous in early day Oxlahoma history. The; used ‘to

il
. o

gwim the entire outfit thrdugh the streams sometimes EAN
L v o, wes

*
-~

rether then walt for flood waters to subside. - Unless ; -7y
the water was very high it was not difficart or risky )

4

3

to get the cattle’ througi. Thé tasr uud hazerd wes in® |

-~

aﬂrous u suo  enStrea.
\ 9t06 2

.

b=dl

god stége the herd

&

undertoal to crossg

.

//’

2 v
& g¥fen;.
S

L2

&out in first-< many C&utle would not/re oh the

opposi te] baAk ;or nearly a i fiarther down stresn.

\

A »
\
\

tled scogrely down tp tne

bolster. \6~-?’ Wepe qced over the Ytop of its b

andﬁ@Po these t.eﬁ"would“f A28, = 7 }
| i,r_a,Q ' ‘ /v’—’W‘;-—\:
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3

the wagon's.cargo'most'apt_to'be damaged by wated)
. 2 T .

Several cowpuncﬂers would then tie one end of their

_ throw répes to the top of the wagon box and fthe other

-
4

1

\ : .
ends to the horns of their sasddles wnd start, across;

the wagon driver turning his temus rather down the
~ s ., .

current and the mounted punchers--three or four as &

. ¢
7 4 .

rule-—witﬁ their ropes tied to the top of the wagon
box'goiﬁé'iﬁ’with éhg chuck wagon but up stream from .

it the distence of the length of their lariats. When

theiyééﬁs reached water so deep that they had to swinm,

the'éate£ was al@bst alweys deep énough %0 float the. - e
wagon; The men up stream on horses tried to keep & ’

course that enabled each énd'every~rider'to keep his’

rope to the wag;n box tizht enggéh to hold the wagon

‘more or less steady and preveni the farce of the cur~ /

rent from tuwrning it over dowaward of the stream.

Sgcﬁ 8 venture didn't always turn out setisfectorily,

3

About '83 or '84 Taylor was on the Shoe Bar Ranch
f e

in Texas Relping work up & herd to drive to Dodge C{ty.
: i . B .

One evening the men in the outfit were in camp ready -

for stbper when 0ld Chief Geronimo and “twenty of his

£
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lad

eome

.

b ’ ’
.

' ! . \
varriors. rode in asking for somethingz to eat. All in
. ] . N

.

the outfit knew the 0ld chief juite well end were on

¢

.most friendly snd peaceable”termg'%ith.him in spite

* gf the fact that Geronimo_and his 1ittle band were

-

" then committing outrageous depredations in various

sections of the Southwest, The Shoe Bar osutfit fed the .

’

spaches and they left the cemp. The next mornins, how-
ever fhe cowboyskwére quite surprised to see 0ld chief
Geronimo return to”fhg ¢amp befq;e some of the boys
were up. He asked Tor ﬁis breakfast which they géve
hiﬁ and then rode away.‘ faylor declares Geronimo was
an Indian of much pérSOnaI pride in his savage'yay and
hence did not bring his twenty warriors back for their
oreekfast, | . " T
Taylor vas punching cattle in the Ghickésaw.Natién
vwhen. the Ghé&enne-ﬁrapaﬁo Reservation was opened for
. settlement, With tﬁo‘cé?panions he drove across to
make the run: for e claim. The party approacﬁed from
the east'through thg locality of the John H. Seger
colony; ‘Tﬁey'got teiporarily iost~in the ;ough country

<

not far east of the border line and arrived on the
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rgservation lins nearly an hour too late to ?éke pért'i_

: ) \
in the run prgper. They went on in, however, andmthe

d«" ' ”
next day, had driven west as far as about*tﬁénty miles

southwest of Weatherford, . . Thewﬁgound -all the

4 -

-~

‘1and apparently taken 80 they turned back. In a
locality about twelve miles” souuh of featherford thev
-

' came upon the most appealiné land all of which seemed-

t0 .have been staked, But fe% temained of those who.

had steked this land the day before. Teylor claims

meny never made legal eﬁ%@iééiqn the lands they staked -
the’déy-of the opening and never re?urned t0 claim them{'
he‘homegéeadea on a quarter in this viciﬂity, established
'residénce ig afdugout and began some farﬁing.

On this homestead Taylar hgd-a number-of Indian

neighbors, His associaéions wi-th them Brought‘ on
trouble. While away ffom hgme one day. & squaw had an
altercation wifh’Taylor's‘wife and assaulted Mrs. Taylof
with a club. Difficulties vith his Indian neighbors
multiplied thérea?ter for Taylor and-his %ife was de-

g ,
termined t0 leave the country., Soon he sold his re-

IS

linquishment for a $1,000.00 and went north o a new
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}opation'near the place where the “tovm of Leédy was

later founded. Héie he homesteaded again in 1893
' L o \ 8nd
some time, as bést he was able to recall,/70% control .

of some .school land and startec ranchinz on a smell

L

£
R

While Mr. Taylor was still on his claim south of .

scale, -

Weatherford and during the early part of 1893 a large
herd of cattle from Texas passed throdgh his locality

.on their way to the ranch of Amos Chapman on the North

’,

Ganadian River north of where the ‘town of Seiling now..u:

P
stands. It so heppened that all the men with this B
herd wefe 0ld friends and formew®» cowboy assooiates of
Tayloxr's. .The outfit was very shorthénded<and pef@uadbd‘
‘&r. Tayl&f to help them on to the Chapmaa ranch. The

1’ weather~turned°bitteriy cold befdre they reached the
South Canadian River and they found it nearly dry and
‘appareﬁtly frozen over solidly; at least they crossed
the cattle on the iece and made no effort to get wdter .

" for them there. They célcula;ed\on going on to/the
QOrth cgnadian River and water the ocattle there. The

extreme ¢old continued and when they reached the North
. SR ‘ .
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. j
. . . ‘
. .
. .

Canadian River .it.was frozen over almost 80lidly, too.

" . The cattle by this time were. frgntic for water and it

" the negro cook. 'All ﬁhe me

wag almost night. A The outfit camped on. the south
side of the Tiver am during tHe night that followed |
every man was obliged %0 be on duty with the herd even

except the cook were busy i

throughout the, night trying/ to hold the restless, mill-

_—

ing cattle from scattering/far and wide and sesrching
the frozen curren} of the/river for places to chop the
{ .

Ny
¢

ice’ so the catfle wulf drink. The negro cook re-

/ .. - .
majned at the camp and ﬁ;pt a fire going all night and
had hot coffee reedy for the other wmen who toox turns

returning to the chuckwagon to warm a short tize at

. thé. fire and brace themselves with a hjt drink. Taylor

*

TE L =
e
AIY

declares that was tné most miserable experience he ever

§
. i
went through in all of his cowPuhching<days. Chapman

R

then had a very commodious log house at the ranch head-

¢

quarters, and“the next mornin - most of the men with the.

herd went to Chapman's house for breakfast., Chapman's

Cheyenne wife was a good housekeeper and a splendid °

N

cook. It was on this trip that Taylor became-interested

¥,
% N
.
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2
" \

the country where the ) ’ \

)
]

"in locating in the section

the

tomn of Leedy wes latef built. At that time 1ittle ' \
of that part of /

Cheysnne~srapaho country had been
homesteaded and there were no Indian residents for

many miles distant. He, therefore concluded to ' ‘/

legave his claim souph of ‘leatherfora =nd start a ranch

of his own fgrther north where there was still abundant

free range and no Indians 1o contend;with.




