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Don Moon Jr.
. Intexviower.

Interview with Mrs, E. E. Jay & Mrs. Don Moon
~uthrie, Oklshoms.

" In Nevember of 1889, our father, A. L. May, came down '
from Kansas to see what he thought of Oklehome Territory. He liked
$t 80 well thatl he went back and sold out and in January of
190 woved the family t0 Guthrie. At first he ran a feed
store on the corusr where the First State Bank is now located,
The family livgg in the back of this building. Mose Weinderger
says that Father also rented a small offics space from him for
8 real estate office, but none of the family remembsxr that,
gcmpr Father used to say that he hed tried almost everything,
80 we do mot doubt that he debbled in real sstate during the
tirst few years in the new towm,

Two of our brothers, Alex and Chutes, ran a meat market

in West Guthrie for a while. HMuch venison was sold in the market
as de#r were plentiful heree One of those brought into the boys?
market was sbd lu'ge and had such fine antlers that the;} had the
andlers mounted, and from then on it hung ‘on the dining room
wall and served as a hatrack until 1t was given to Paul Carpanter
of 2017 West lLogan, Guthrie, in 1982, and is now one of his

prised poasessions,



418

.JAY, B, B, (MBS,)
WO, DON. (MES.) INTERVIEW, 10159,

08.

*Hardly = month after moving to Guthrie, on February 13,
1890, e danghtex vas born, while they were living at their
first location, the present First State Bank cornsr--~they
nmmed her Guthrie, Several bsbies hed been born in the vity
before that, but most of them died during infengy. So far
a8 we know ahs is the oldeet- porson now living who was born
in Guthrie, but of course, we may be mistaken absut that,.
Her name and eddress is Mrs. John R. Bullington, Albuquerque,
Now Mexico. |

Yor swhile the family liVed on North Eleventh Street.
raih?r rented what was later c¢alled the "John Massey place"
--gne mile west of Gubhrie and planted 40 acres of i% to waterd®
melons. It was g dry year but he hed a fair crop, and shipped
the tv‘irstl carload of melons from Guthrie, For severel years
ths two oldest boys reised melons on rented land, They grew
voli on th’e virgin land, They shipped them to Kangas City |
and *Denves.

; In November of '90 he moved to a 28 acre tract of bottom
land tﬁat lay between the Cottonwood snd the (cimarron Rivers,
At first he leased i1, later buying it from Fhil Coleman, a
p;m who had filed on it. This land was in Section 31, Towns °
ship 17, Renge 8 West,

. .
»
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Thers were fine big trees along the river, and "May Park"
became the favorite pionis ground., Boating parties came down
the Cottonwood from Guihries. In 1903 a oyolons destroyed so
meny of the trees that the park was practically ruined. Much
hta#»abo'ut 1909--motor~-boats were operated on the Cottonwood
by Ps Jo Heileman, and the "White City Bathing Beach” was
openad on the dbank of the Cimmrron. Since the water of the
Cimarron is salty, bathing in it resembledisea bathiné and is
considered tensficial to the heslth., Father did not operste
this dathing beach or haye any irtorest {n it, excopt thet he
leased the land to ¥r, Heilemen, ¥e have a post vard ploture
of the "White City Bathing. Beache”

From the tims we moved on this place, fathex's main busk
{ness wes truck éardoning, and he supplied the grocsry stcres
of Guthrie with fresh vogetables g\wry week»day morning for
many years. He also menuf astured horseradish, Galled "Red
Mule® from the pioture on the labels on the bottlea-;-and--
supplied the Guthrie stores with that produect,

The famdly lived in a hastily built ogonrodm frame howse |

for the first year af'ter they moved on the place, One morning
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our six year old brothef, Joe, could not find his pants,
-2 ﬁt had carried thgn off to line hias nest.

Cur house of native signe was finished inm 1891, It . -
consisgted of a basemant, kitghe? and dinding reom, and e
story and a helf up rrom that. 4 smoxe housé with a baase~
ment large enough to hold 100 buah;l: of swéay potatoes,
and a milk house were also made of the same stone,

Father lan%ed an orchard end a vineyard, and raised
encugh livétock %0 supply all the needs of the feamily
and have g littvle surplus to sell, Besides raising an
abundance of every known Yariety of vegetables for che

market ,~swoet corn was one of his specialties, and iocky
~ L !

Ford Cant doupes,.

P

Sugear, sa{t, coffe;a, spices, flour and occasionally
some fyesk beef ware a&ll we ever hed to buy in the‘ way of
grocerias. Buu he eometimes’nad to buy corn and feed for
the stock s 22 acres was not enough lend to raise much
fead crops,

Adbout 1900 people began to be interested in reslacing

‘the barbed wire they had first used with better stuff. Sc
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athex left the ‘bOya to run things at home and covered

saven counties in Central (Klaboma/selling Page Joven #ire
Pence, He divve a toam of noniee~-one black the other white~-
to a bhuggy and that outfit beceme welleknown to most of tha
farm fanllies i{n this section oi" the state,

Cne tiny girl, sightirg this team in the distance, announced
to her father, "Here cemes that man that talks all the time and
doesn't say anything but ¥Pags Fance!,"

Ho contimed selling fence during the fall and winter
months when ‘gl;c gardening work was not so Hea¥y until about
1920 when he reaighed because his advanced ags made it hard
for him to travel, sat strange cooking, and sleip 151 aifferent
beds each night, Because he 8,1d so m.ch of their preduct,
the Page Fance Company inmvited hiZ to visit the factory and
offices st ~kron, Ohid, with all expenses paid. That was sbout
1000,

There «as a natural “ord on the Cottom(ood Just west of
the house, and that was the only way we could get to Guthrie
for mAny years, In 1902 the sounty built a bridgs across the
river on the Seventh Street roasd, bui a man named Murray who

held the land botwesn our plagse and this bridge would not let
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us orosa his lend, Finelly the county bought a strip aleng
the Cottonwood bank for a road, and our negro hired-man, Jim
Godfrey, clsared ‘. road through ths timb r to the now bLriage.
Theold ford was nsver used after that,

irase. Jay (Roxie May) went to school in Guthrie for about
& month just afier we moved here. The school wes in a store
tuilding in the same tloek in which we iived. It must have
boen about where tho Jut.xis Fail Paper and Peint Stors is nuw,
The main thing sbe remsmbers about going to sshool is that
therd vwaa a colored boy stteunded, laler they had separate
achools. after a womth the folks sent her back tc Kansas $o
1ive with her marrisd sister and £inigh the school terms '

Joa, the youngest brother, went to school to iiss Marguerite
Byrae when gho began teaching {n & part cf a hotel on Seventh
street in 1892, iss Byrme is etill teaching in tie Guthrie
Schools. This hotel was later ussd es the rain building whan
the Stato Deaf and Dumb Institute was located at Guthrie. It
is now 2 negro hospitale The first schoo} buildings were buily
in 1894,

Myrtle May graduated from the Guthrie High School in 1903
when classes were mmall., There was no High School building
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then, tut a room or two in the Gentrel Grade Bullding was
uged for this pui'poae.

.

Miss Evia Hikes whe begen to teach in the Guthrie Schools
in 1893 was her teacher ixlx t.» eighth grede, and also her I:;tin
teacher all four years 1n‘ High Schools. !iss Hikes still teaches
Latin in Guthris High School,

Miras Jay tells how she and her gister Myrtle were boatw
riding one evening w th a young nef{ghbor, Billy Marquardt, when
they had quiteo an experiencey, It was just about dusk, cnd one
of the girles glancing back, saw ths face of a man fellowing the
boats It was the body of & man »ho had been'missin: for several
deyss The oars had stirred the water enough Yo cause thg body
¢0 rise and float in the swirl behind the boat., Some weeks
after he was buried, an investi{gator came over fr-r. Zn land and
has} the body exhumed.” L) &Bsvclate was later tried for murder

g but acquitied.

The Laidly joined the First Bapiist Church of Guthrie

soon after it was organized and there are soms of the family
’ st41l cn its membership roll,
| Father died in 1923, two years after mother, just lacking

four months of reaching his 88th birthday.



