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Maxell 28, 1938,

An Interview with &r. Ambrose M. spear,
Boswellj Oklahoma.

I was four years old when ray parents took the t ra in x

• t

at Glasgow, Kentucky, for Honey Grove, Texas. I was born
•- * - , . »

in Kentucky and ljved in Texas until I was^grown and

married, then I-took-a notion to move to the Indian Terri-

tory.^ I had never been over here but"! came over and

rented aj place on the farm of$"Ceorge Crowder on Crowder

Prairie,;'and two weeks later, -on February 13, 1901, v6 " '

loaded up into covered wagons and drove to our new h'ome in,

the Indian Territory. I will never forget |it, b^eceuse our

second baby was unexpectedly born that night. There we.,
* • * - •

were,. strangers in e strange land and among strange peopl e,

the most of whom did not even speak -our language. Jackson
• i • • « *

WES ten or twelve miles away. There was a'doctpr there.

Direct, Texas,was fifteen mjles away and a doctor was there.
• - . ' • • i

^- «

• It wes about two hundred yards out to the home, of -George
v . * * * • ;

Crowder. I, went, out there for advice-and" to see.if some
1 ' ' * - ' * •• • '

'woman would go and stay rit& iay wife unti l"i could get,,
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. help, ^bout six'dogs nearly took me down out thsre but
« ' ' ' «" •

^ Mr. Crowder came t5 the door and told me that Mrs. Crowder

ĵwas Bick and not able to go. She heard us and celled out

that she would be ready in a moment and told me tA hitch

up and go after JUli a. Crowder four miles away. I went

and got her. She delivered the baby a l l right and' I gave

her $5.00 and from that day. ^those Indians had a warm

corner in my hear'tT 'I rented a place from heir (JUlie) the.
* '• * ' ' "

. neit^year and lived on it-four years, Our daughter, Irene
« . . . ' - •

was borff-there. Again JUlie earned i5.00. Those Jjidians

were splendid neighbors.

. ' I have always raised and dealt with stock, hogs and .

cattle mostly. The woods were full^of razor,back hogs and, they fere wilder then the deer which, would come up and

fields. 'The hogs never did. that. They were
/ . - V \ " . ' ' " •

interesting because there were so many of them and they were

so wild. We all had dogs trained'to round up wild- hogs and
' ' : - - . - • • • / ' . • • - - : ^ • • „

pen them e.nd I loved to hear the music of dogs rounding" them

up. It was a law of the Indian Nation that if a man found

_ a shoat Qr"ca3-f six month old^uamarked it was his if he ;
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could put his mark and brand on it. We would go hog

hunting and make the dogs catch the unmrrked shoets or

calves. Fe would .tie them down and mark them.I've spent ~

the day catching and narking wild hogs and I would leave

them tied down all night and return for them next ^orning /'̂  ". '

in the wagon and take them to the house and pen them. " ''%< •
— , — \ >

They would be conquered by the time I would pet back af ter ""1.

them next day. fte would pitch a l i t t l e corn in to ISheMi-^. •'

They d idn ' t know what an ear of corn was. They would r&n -

from i t . " Some of them would learn to eat corn a.n.dv-some ^

- would Just atay in tlie pen and starve to skeletons and, *":

never learn.We had .another breed-of hogs wliich we cal led

"house hogs" because they were gent le , natura l ly . We

made them rus t le 'for t h e i r food, but^we fed them just ,

—enough corn to fifeke.;them hoop coxaing to ' t he houao to oleep—

and to coiiie a t our oa i l ing . I raised a l o t of hogs and I-

bought l o t s rbf them, to,© -end hauled -them to Honey Grove ,'*".'

Texas in a wagon a distance of t h i r t y miles . Sometimes 1^

would make only 1 cent a pouncU^ff. of those I bought.

I t was twenty-five or t h i r t y miles from where we

lived gt Grbwder springs to Caddo but sonjetimejg o bunch
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of neighbors would get their hogs together and with

their trained dogs., would drive the hogs there.

We would -ride ho^eback ona keep the'hogs herded,

but really therdogs l e ^ t h e hogs. They would run ahead

of them and. bark a lt^fele and the hogs would follow,

and- wher^er ^ght/o^ertook-'itfil^e would bed them down

•• - - -'- / • , * ^ .-• W&-w". , , ' < ' • : • - '

and somebody would gtiard them a l l nignti- I knew one of

I the smartest l i t t l e hog-dogs, Be was just a" l i t t l e

mongrel,/)>ut he was really-smart, I hsve seeft him run

down between the wings and.into the gates of a pen with

* ( the hogs following, him ri^ht in. Then he «Quld go through

a small hple' in, the fenee'and run around t'6* the g8te and

'sbay those hogs in the pen until,we could clos« i t , • • .

One could judge .the age of a hag pretty well %f they

knew hos's* Their tusks-showed their ages pretty well, I

have bought many a three and four year old barrow'for

|1,£O per he^d from Indians. There were «jus-t wild hogs in

-the woods, ! Th4y never penned them or fed them corn, they

\ would just,mark them and le t them go, They didnH ra|se

much corn anyvay, jugt a* "Tom Fuller" patch, I didn't
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put in all of, my time working with|^|^sf*;. 1̂ .made crops",

end helped to put up hay. There was a world of grass

on the prairies which we could pat up for hay just for

the cutting and baling. Sometimes we just stacked if.

I used to supply the King Hotel in Boswell with a

lot of their meet and lerd. I remember once I brought

in five,, ten gallon cans of lard and sold it to Mrs.

King for 10 cents per pound and I sold her cured.hems

and bscon for 10 and 12 cents per pound. Th?t was corn

fed meat. i;.est fattened entirely on mast brought only

5 cents per pound. Eggs were 8 and 1Q cents per dozen,

I paid for sll the help on the farm with, hog meat and

lsrd. ^e had all the wild mnnt WR

turkey, squirrel and prairie chickens were plentiful

but I never killed but two- deer. ' I bought

vejii son*

; The,year that I lived on the Crowder Spring farm

tlt̂  deer nearly ate up my oats. .1 "laid" for them on

BKnnshiny night< and killed one. They never bpthered
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my oats any more. There were plenty of wolves howling

around a& nights , but they didn ' t bother us . There was

no railroad here andr no Boswell e i ther un t i l th« second

year I wes % r e . We got bur mail a t Direct, Texas, across

fted River on the road to Honey Grove. , ve crossed at

Templetons fer ry . ?/e did a l o t of our trading at Honey

Grove and at Duncan store at Mayhew court ground. I saw

one Indian whippea there . He took i t s to i ca l ly . He W8s

made to stand\faciAg a big old hackberry t ree with h i s

arms arbund"~it\and an Indian holding to e i ther hand--and .

they "poured" %\ on him with a.seasoned awitch t_Ke..had

to take i t . There I s Inhere. I'.saw the old s tee l j a i l c e l l

the f i r s t time. Then A saw i t again when i t was being

houlod on -a-̂ fcruck \o Bo4gefejrteg—whea-th«y attempted

cross a bridge ©veruMayhewiCreek the banis ters were

high to permit tlje j a i l to pass over them and i t was too

wide'to pass between thein had i t been on a lower truck,

so they just backed up and went" west, around the cre^k

to the county l i n e and g5ttt& down i t , to* the highway

thence to Bokchito. The old j a i l was offered to the.
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ci ty of Boswell for $125.00 about ten years .ag

<-JBokchito got i t for $100.00.'

vhen we l ived at Crowder Spring there^wes no church

near enough for us to attend, and our main recreation was

going bunting, or fishing on Sunday. Sometimes ve wo-uid

go over to Eoney Grove en Saturday night rnd come back

Sunday.1, *There was no school there then e i ther .

I have always deplt in stock ond do 'yet even though

I worked in Blocker-lffilliamson and Cull RosWell's 'store

four years. I was a deputy sheriff under ^ob Connell

, three years. Then in 1924 I became^the only lepuVlican

Sheriff ever elected in ChoctaVvQomity. 1 am ci ty
t • •

a t Boswell now.

I was l iv ing on Crowder P ra i r i e when the Government

brought a hundred f.nd thirty-i-ive Mississippi ChoctaW '7
I ^ .

Indians and established them in a camp a t Cochtaner springs
\ f

in tents waiting to a l lo t them and put them on the i r lands.

Some of them:*stayed -thf re a%~yeer"o3* more before they got

moved to allotments* The Goverahent fed and clothed them ̂

and they didn f t do a single thing only s i t thero anfi wait .
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They didn't even get out and try to k i l l a rabbit. The
• *

young ones did not even play games. One of them of the

name of Burton made weekly trips to Bennlngton for supplies

of clothing and food. *I renember Boyd and Tom Phillips

were among the last to go away. They had no wagons" or

anything except what the Government gave them, but when
7

• they iffere set t led on the i r places they"were given work

stock t-nd farming tool8 and milch co^s. They>5rerot quiet

and peaceable, and didn ' t bother anybody. They aed one
she

old women there, v/ho claimed yfcp.s one hundred and th i r t y - • •

five years old. I vent there three times especially to

" see her but §he would be in bed with her head covered up

and 1 never sav? her. , * ^
" : '

<

#
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• ' 9 *


