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An Interview with ¥r. Ambrose M, Spear,
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; 1 was foﬁf years 0ld when my parents took;thé train:
at Glasgow, Kentucky,for Honey Grove, Texas. I was born
in Kentucky and ijve& in Texes until I wés gfown and
merried, then I. took a notign to move to the Indian Terri-

"tory., I hed never been over here but I came over and
rented q}place on the fam o George Crowder on Crowder «}

4

Prairie;/and two wéeks later, -on Februasry 13, 1901, ve

loaded up into covered wagons &nd drove fo our new home in,

e

the'Indian Territory; 'I‘wili ne%ef‘ﬂorget1it 'ﬁbéguse,our 1

second baby wes unexpectedly born that night. There we,

3

were, . strangers in & strange land and- among strange people,

'j It wes about two hundred yards out to the homa.of*csorge

the most of whom did not even speak~our language. Jackson

. u- e a\ -

, weg ten or ngelve miles away. There wag a’doctor there.

Direct, Texas ,was fifteen miles avay and a doctor was there.

Crowder. I went out there for advice and to see if some

' woman nould ge and stay -ith my wife until - could get

. @ v
~ . i
.
: ] - . R . e
' I N 4 . S

L4

.-
T

.

~



- SPELR, ' AMBROSE M. / INTERVIEW 13477

/

. // -2 =

helﬁ. _About s;4<dogs negri; took me down out there but

e ’ / L. 2 . < .
£ Mr. Growder£%§me t6 the door and told me that Mrs. Crowder
SR - ST B -
.rFas sick end not able to gos She heard us and called out

that she would be ready in a moment and tolgd mejte hiteh
up end go after Julie Crowder four miles sway. I went

6 ‘ &4. . ) .
and got her. She delivered the baby all right end I gave

her $5.b0 and fromfthet day. “those Indians“had a warm

por@er in my hearffﬂ'I‘renfgd‘a place'from her (Julie) the

. next year and lived on it*feﬁr years, Our daughter, Irene,

was\ﬁérﬁ‘there. Again Julie earned ?5.00. Those.lpdiane.

. were splendid neighbors. . - ) .

e I have always raised and dealt with stock, hogs end .

bhttle mostly. The ‘woods were full of razor back hogs and §m3~“

ey ere wilder than the deer which wou comu up and'ge
th ild th fh a hich la t .

-—i-z:
110, our fields.‘ Tﬁe hogs ‘never did that. They were

.r

intere sting because there were 50 meny of them and they were

L]

80, wild. We ell had dogs tralned to round up wiléd hogs and

J

L N

pen them &nd I loted,to hesr. the mlsic of dogs rounding them

=

up. It was 8 law of the Indien Natien thet 1f a man found

. 8 shoat Qr ‘calf six month oldlunmarked it was his if he *
CoL —_ oy =
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could put his merk &nd brand on it. We would go hog

%unting end meke the dogs catch the unmprked shoats or -
calves. We would tie them down end merk them I've spent — i
the day catching and,aerking wild hoge and i,would leave "
them tied down all night and retuee for them next "ornlng fﬁi‘ﬁf
~1n the wagon and take them to‘the house and pen them. -m§%<

They would be conquered by the ‘time I would get back after i

tﬁem next day. We would pitch 8 little corn in uOthﬁmifm ;,
55
They didn't know what en ear of corn was. They wou’d run 4

from it. ‘SOme of them npuld learn to eat corn endxsome Y
. X

“~would Just etey in the pen and starve to skeletons end :?”‘
".,?: : ;,. -

never 1earn.ve had .another breed.of hpge whxch we called

"houee hogs" because they were gentle, naturally. we

made them rustle'for their food, but‘we fed them just
4~1nnnnﬁr1xnur4xrﬂgke—%hem~+eep~eeeiag—%e4%he~heeee4k;4ﬂ£mm-
and to come at our calling. I raised & lot of hogs and I
bought lo&e‘b{ thamigge:and hauled .them ‘to Honey Grove, “f'x
‘Texae in 2 wagon 8 dietance of thirty milee. Sometihes }\
_would make only 1 cent a poundoqfr of those 1 bought.'
| It was twenty-five or thirty‘milee from where we

1;ved at’ Crowder Springe to Caddo but sowetimes a bunch'
) N . / SN . SRR o~



‘SPEAR, AMBROSE M.

Ll

- 1sa77 :

. 4
had L4

r

of neighbore would get their hogs together and with
their-trained—dogs;;ynuld drivq the hoge there.

;"We'wouldiride h&isebeek ana keep the’ hogs herded,

s

but really the dogs laé;zhe hogs. They would Tun shesad

{_ . .
of them and bark 8 l&ﬁﬁle and the hogs would follow,

el ’_\

and whereyer\pdght OYGrtOOkﬁﬁaxﬁe would bed them down

Jand somﬁboéy would gﬂérd them all nignig% I knew one of

the smartest little hog-dogs. He was just a°’ little

£ 1 .

2

mongrel ?Eﬁt he was realiyzsméft. I have seefi him run
down between the vings and into the gatss of a pen with

-

g gmall holer 1n ‘che fence*and run around to the gate and
— 6 —

*bay those hogs in the pen until,we could close it, -

the hogs following him rl?ht in. Then he would go through

One could judge-the age of a heg bréf%y well if they

w%he woods.g ThAy never penned them or fed them corn, they

knew hogé;’ Their" tusks showed their ages pretty well, I

heve bought many a three and four year 0ld barrow 'for

"
prm— i

,l.;o per he.d from Indians. There were‘ﬁust wlld hogs in

woyld just mark them and let them go, They didn't rﬁ}éb

much corn anyvay, Juqt 4 "Pom Fuller™ patch. I didn't

.-g
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put in 8ll of. my time working w{gg@hgga,”.lwnmde crops'ﬁ“

o

%ﬂ&:f{x@ JONE
ené helped to put up hay. There was & world of grass

6ﬁ the prairies which we COuld pdt up for hsy just for
the cﬁtting and bqling. Sometimes we just stac<ed i€. )
I used to supply the King Hotel in Boswell with 8 ///’

lot of their meat and lerd. I remember once 1 brought

4 -

in five,,ten gallon cans of lard and sold it to Mrs.

_ xing for 10 cents per pound and I sold her cured.hems

L 4

and bééon for lb and 12 cents per pound. Thet was corn
fed meat, L*at fatteneﬁ entirefy on mast brought only
2 .~ ]

: 5 cents per pound. Eggs were 8 and 10 eents pér dozen.
¢

1 paid for bll the help on mhe 1arm with hog meat and

lerd. Ve had all_1hg“nilﬁ_meai_ne_h“nxed_xoofk Dcexa———————————

~

turkey, squirrel and prairie chickens were plentiful

but I never killed but two. deer, I bought
venison. ‘
N The year that I lived on the Crowder Spring fann o

*x»

~~the deer nearly ate up my oats. .I "laid" for them on )

-~
B

mo~nshiny nightaand‘killed onee. They never bpthered .
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my oatg any'more. There were plenty of wolves howling

around t nights, ‘but they didn't bother us. ‘There was

Mo a -

year I_ﬁes Ao TO. ¥e got our meil at Direct, Texas, across

Red River on the rosd to Honey Grove., te crossed at

Templetons ferry, Ve did a lot of our trading et Honey

Gcrove and at Dunc
!

an store at Mayhew court ground. 1 saw
2 there. He took it steically. He wsas

one Indian w%ippe

‘made to stend\facing a big old hackberry tree with his

arms around it\snd dgpn Indian holding to ejther hand end .
 they "poured” it on im with a;seaéoned switch.;JHeThad
to teke itf‘ There is\where I'.sew the -old steel jail cell

the first time.

Then i saw it sgain when it was veing
n~%hey atfe%pted to -
eross a bridge over -Mayhew'Creek the banisters were t00
Pigh to permit the jaillfo pagg over them and it was too
wideft; ﬁash between them had it been on a lower truck,
S0 ;iey just backed up and went west, a?ounﬁ the creek
to the county linq and south down it, to the highway

thence to Bokchito. The old jeil was offered to the

—
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city of Boswell for %126.00 about mpn years ago.

’ ‘L;Pokchito got 1t tor $100.00.

vhen we &iVed at’ Crowder Spring‘there wss no church

near enough for us to attend and our main recresti was

.

501ng hunting or fishing on Sunday. Sometimes we would

go over to Homey 'Grove cn Saturday night ¢nd come back

sundeyet. There was no school there then either. K o

V.

I have slways deeslt in sﬁock snd do yet evqn.though

I worged'in Blocker-Wiillismson snd Cull Roswell's store Q\
four jeers. I was a deputy sheriff ujider Rob Connell for |

L three yearé. Then in 1924 I became “he only Reput lican

~ w

" sheriff ever elqcted in Chocta
. o ,

at Boswell‘now;\

ty. l am Clty Narshal

1 was living an Crowder Pragrie when the Government

e e o s iy

broucht a hundred &nd thi rty-tive Mississippi Choctew
i ' -~

Indi ens and estqplished them in a camp at Cochaner Springs

-

in tents waiting to allot them and put them on ‘their lands.
Somq of them” ét"&?’e‘ﬁ"‘th?r‘é' 8°y8er oY more before they got T
¢ moved to allotments. The Governre1t fed end clothed them -

and they didn't do & single thing only sit thero and Wait.

\ ¢ > - <y




-
] . *

'They didn't even get out end try to kill s rebbit. The
young ones did not éven play.gameg. One ‘of them of'tﬁe
name of Burton made weékly trips %o Benniﬁgton for supplies

of clothidg end food. I remember Boyd and Tom Phillips ®

¢+

were among the last to go away. They had no wagonsg or

anything except what thelGovernment gave them, but when

7

they'weré settled on theif places théy‘wqre given work
stock und fafﬁing‘t56ls and mileh cowse They swere‘ quiet

gnd peacesble, and didn't bother shybody. They hed one
. ' _ she ‘
old women there, vho claimed 4as one hundred snd thirty--

five years olde 1 went thers three times especially to K

see her but she would be in bed with her hesd covered up

v gl‘
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and 1 never ssw ner.

SR

e e e e e e, Sy Il b = e

o . . . 2



