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_‘Interview with George E, Smith -
Geary, Oklahoma. - - . \
., George E, Biilth was born on November 3, 1865 |
at Hancock County, Illinofe, and came to‘9kiahoma
City on Decsmber 3, 1890, from Northeastern kansas,
. (Jackson County) in a covered wagon driving a‘;mall
'mule tenm; Lt took me around 4wo months to make
the érip to Oklahoms beéauae I camped out on the way
and would spend several days in ane place.
When“Ikarrived in Oklahoma "ity, I haé nothing
to do snd had to ewrn my'way. 1 bought a sod plow
that consisted of three rods amd a shear; then, I
went to work braakiﬁg prairie with my small mule
team. It was & huge job and very hard work bec:use
all thé open spaces were t0 be broken for crops. Th;
prairie was covered with tall tlue stem grnss that
grew from two to six feet tall. -'This graqgﬂ?ad to be
burnt off befers my plowing aould bé started and thi;
was done by burning sméil pa;ohee at & time to:keepl -

down destroying prairie fires,
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The plowing also was done in amall ten to fifteen
acre l#nds starﬁ{hg the plovines fram thaﬁgufside of the
\
1aud,%nd vlowine toward the center. The plowing that,

could be done in a day was between one and a half to

two acres and we Teceived from 81,00 to $2.00 an acre

for breskin,: prairie; +iis wns nol veré high wa~es for ™

S —

the work was hard but a dollar was worth more then

PN

than now, .
L then hroke pfairie s;uth af 1 Reno~uptil the
- ;
sheyenne =z:d Arapaho opsning and made the run but I
did not houes? :ad uﬂ%ﬁl abo:t 2 ;)nthipfte" the race;
then. I filed e¢laim on ths Horth quarter of Sectipn 3,

Township 1Y, Wdange 11 meking the irip in the sane

coverad wazon in whieh I had driven from Kansas. I

* ' . )
algy Lad - "batehing™ outfit which I had when I cane

(-

from Kansas, 82 I built & dugout and started living
on 7y clain =5 so,n ag I filed. I had to buy all ay
suppliss in %1 Reno and it was twenty-~elght mileé-&&ay
30 oud trips t. merket were few. s buiit & ho.se as

¢

soun as p.ssible, afteFwde had settled on the claim.,
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I 8%ill broke prairie for a felv months after.I sef~ -
., "“ . ; - , . T ‘v |
tled on my claim but after getting started on my .
. . ; ' (
own land I had little time for other work. My .ex- , x
:‘ﬁra $ime was then spent in raising livestock and e
after a few vegrs I parchased more 1a£d and havs .
. gt 4 Lo !
devoted the rest, of my life since then to ferming. i
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