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Field Worker's name John FY-Daugherty

This rcport made on (date) October 23 1937

1. Name Pe We South

C
T~

2. Post Office Address ~ Mill Creék, Oklahoma

-

3. Residence address (or locatiqmu}

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month March Day 30  Year 1865
4 * a . ¢
O Place of birth Tennessee : .
6.. ‘Name of Father _Andy South " . Place of birth Alabamd \
Oth_@ga}ini‘ormat ion -about fathér Farmer R - )
B [} l N "'\I

7., Name~of Mother _Sallie Russian Place of birgh Temnessee

- Other ‘information about mother . - <

Notes or complecte naﬁative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson intcerviewed, Rofer to Manual for sugucsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necceSsary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shcets attached . s
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John F, Daugherty ' - - - .
Investigator T o .
October 20, 1937 )

T ' . ‘
C . © Intervier —ith®
. o W. South '

« 'Mill Creek, Oklahoma.

I’y parents zers ,ndy South, torn in alubane

and Sallie Russian, »run in “ennzssee. There °

were szven children. ®ather 249 4 farmer. I was

born 'arch 3C,” 1865 in Tennessee.

/7

T care to the Territory on-horsebecx with a

o

" "half brether in 1878, He locztzd &t Thackerville

[ ) 0
and I lived with him for five je.rs. Je Tarmed,

1

. He paid the pbrmit of $5.00 each year to thé

\

Chickasaw Government. I put in the first farm

neaer Springer. I married #rs.Svringer in 1392,

.

v
>

. N ‘ oA : .
%gmsrai yeurs emﬁéyﬁgersgusband died. Springer was
gl R ; '
*named for him, o

.. »
;o .

. In those dayéithey -athered their prisoners
"‘l s [ .

[

fiﬁOJtake them to Fort Smith lixe we gathered our

¥ Eattle. ‘Tae J. R. Rench west of Springer was head-

quarters for the prisoner's wagon in Heck Thomas'
s ’ . = . \

W
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territory, and many timaes I have géeg the prise’ “§?P-
’ ’ PN ¢ N £
_oners tied to wagon wheels with chaing limd: efwfis.
I had a neighbor who sold whiskey by the

drink to the Sénta Fe crew when the road bed was

- i A

beins built. fe carried ‘. glass and each feligw
paid 25 cents a drink. He was arrested and takrd %
to the'J. R, Ranch, He vas hand.cuffed end sit~

"ting on the spring seat of the prisoners wagon

4

when another prisoner wis brought in. .He held

out his hands an@_quled, "Come get youl jeweir?. -

_ g
I have mine." o Y ooa
- f{“,‘ )
I witnessed & killing near Springer und they ¢
wanted me for & witness at the trial. I hid ip

the cotton\patch for two days to, keep the officers

from finding me, for I hud no desire to o ‘to court
* {‘ W ; J'l?",‘ L
even as a witness. ) Yo 7 ¢

I moved on Rock Prairie five miles southwest
of Mill Greek about thirty years agd and have

resided here since. I built my home mear Rettle~-

snake Spring, so naﬁed by Governor éuy of the
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Chickesaws because he killed the largest rattle-

sneke he had ever seen near this spring.- It
4 )

be:.rs that name today.

A, C. Chapman who owned the Chapman’ Ranch

25

negr S.ringer, sew & negro breckins his wire fence

by heating the wire hetween two rocks. He wanted

to get his horse across the fence uand ne weas break-
3 - . s * _“‘ fyr*«_‘_\__“_ﬁ——
ing the wire instead of n»ulling ur the rosts.

Chapman shot one of the rocks'out of the negro's

- %

hand and the negro fgll.as if he were shot. Mr, =
Chopman thought he hed killed him end rods away.
¥hen he agein came to this spot the negro was sone;
sq he knew that he had not killed him.

There were many, rattlesnakes in those days,

I was greatly amused at a cowboy whom I knew. Qne

'dey he encountered a huée rattlesnske ard decided

to rope it.  This he did apd_tha‘yattlesnake made

for him. He was so frightensd that he could only: ; - °

. stand and shout for help. One of phe‘other boys

came and shot the sneke beforé it reached this bo&,*
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Inlthose E§¥§.small—pox wagla dreaded-d¥s-
oass. Tt was almost sure.déath if one had {;.:f'3
When anybody took it he was:;solated in 3 log
cabin Ly himself and food was carried o hi; and
slipped under the door. TIf the rel;tives of the
one efflicted could Tfind a person who had had the
small-pox they askeé this person to stay with the
person whe had smallepox until he or she was well

. -~
or dead, and peonle who had small.pox more often
died than not. As soon as a small-pox natient
died, he or she was placed in a home made cof"in
and buried without a funeraleservice. )

A ruﬁnef went in front to wern anybbdy he saw.
that the body of a man or woman'who hadnﬁiedlgith
sﬁgll—ﬁox was being carried to the cemefery and
- everybody %eny ingide Nils house und gloséd:thp

windows and doors as the body was hauled or cerried

past the house.



