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Cheyenne and  Arapaho  Indisns.
7 ‘ :

¢

The Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians were given a e 5=
rvation in 1867, at &edicina Lodgp, Kausas, tha same &8s
the other t;ibes of t;9 plains. In the fall of 1867 they.
pere placed cn this reservation and promised a hoﬁa there.
~ The Arapahoes being a small tribe wera very peaceful. Their
chier'a name was Left Hand." He 'was strong enough to hold
hla people togpther, and if they had had their way, thay
would have made no trouble. , o ' B
+ The Cheyennes were differant. They did not have a |
chief wio was atrong enough to hold them tOgethe:;'. They®
had Little Raven, Gloud Chief, Dull Knifa, azd others. In
the.xinter_of 1867-'68 they left their reservetion a;d
wené bacX to the plains, i \
The Cheyennes end Sioux are the same tribe of Indians..

A bunch of the Sioux Indiana pulled off from the rest of -
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them, and’went to Wyoming under a chief whoge name was
‘Che&ennq.,, but they talked the same .language.
+1n the spring of'l-868 they discovered thet the
buffalo hunters were kil:l,ing buf'falo just Por the hides, -
.2‘ but tﬁey&were Ju.st' small tribes with bowe and arrows,
_while the buffalo hunters were in large numbers and were
armed with guns. The guns wefe long range guns and shot
"“cartridges. The Indians ‘a:ent-on the war path, but they
were helpless. It was‘ecnsidered.that an Indian eould
shoot te:: arrows ‘whjle & white man was loading his gun,
but these white men had breech loading guns and could.
sho;at as fast as the Indian;. All the show the Indians -
ﬁad was to hide in the grass, w:ich was; very high, and
- shoot. at white huaters with their bows and arrt;*s. ]

The gévemmex;t could not do anything, but let the
Indiens have their own way. They figured that when the
Indians saw giarvation was certain fhey‘ would l;t thé
soldiers catch up with them. In tima they were brought

- back to FPort Reno. Then the Gofiernmaat put the young ‘

. men up to & certain age in chains ani sent them to Florida,
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where they‘wogzd be ‘taught” the English language and some-
thing about civilization.
| The old men, women and children were forced to ca.mp
»mua little yrairie valley vetween Fort Reno and the North
Canadian River. Ar armed guard marched around thi's camp
dey aml night to keep the Indians from going back to the
plains. Every morning just at sunrise the white men v;omd
run e; cannon out of the fort and shoot it over the heads
o; the Indians. TYis was to remind the Indiens ttet they
were still ;;risoners of war. ) ¢

| The Arapahoes put their children in schocol very early,
but .the’ Cheyenmes didn't give up.for their children'to be
pa'.ace'd in school, until the latter pal'r.'t of the '80's.

When the qhe}ennes were first brought in off the 51&1;1.,
if a women had to tgo'to the fort on business or to the |
Agsncy, which was about & half mile emst of the Fort Remo
on th:}_%g%dian River, is'ho would pull & blanket around
her; but when in camp tﬁe womnn jua‘é 'wore bresch-ciouts and
close \fitti'ng' mta without slesves, with lowr necks,

which reached down fo the bresch-clouts.
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Mr. Darlington, the mgent, was a Quaker as were all
of his asssistants. The Quaker woiman soon induced the
Indian women to wear skirts coming to their knees.

¥any men wcu;‘d call the Cheyenne womsn "squsws" but

-~
.

S
’
—"

. you will not expect that of & hen like me who has been
married %o tifee Indian women. - L
_At the tims the Indiens were being held as prisomers

’6§wa’§'fgt Fort Reno I was working for Dan Weggomer,a very
£ ’ .

* rich cattleman, who had one of the’darggst ranches in Texas

A

*

. end als_%;one near Fort RenO.'
Dan=ﬁ;é8°nor-had s domtrset to furnish besf for the
solc\lier}s at Fort Reno and also for the Indlans. There
were é::me"thing over one thé’usand soldiers at the fort
and about tvo th.o'uaaggi Jndisns, all of whom the g&vemmsnt
was having to feed. $ 8
Evez"y few days we would cut out so many cattle eh£-

" take them down to the fort to be izseé. fgr beef. " Tﬁe gojarx/};

ment lhad‘thei'r butchers for %he fort and the agency btut the

Indians did their own butchering. They hed & emall piece of

LN

-
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lend something like ten acres with lines around it which
was what they cglled7§he"lasue Ground®. When it came
~ E;mﬁ to furnish oveef to the Indians, two of us would‘cut
Jut & beef and head it for the "Issue Ground". There were
abuut a dozen warriors’statloned at the corners of the
"issue Ground". They took after the beef with their bows
and arrows, end soon had it filled full of arrows but it

N -

would Tun some distance Béfo¥a it fell. The Indian men
\id‘ the killing, but the Indien women had to dress the
) bgéf. There were a bunch of Cheysnne gymen gitting on,
the ground edose by“%ith blankets around them. When the .
-beef fell they rose end left their blagkets on the ;round,
and ran with butcher kn}ves to dress éheir kill.
This was my first time %o see & bunch of Indian‘wombn‘{
" dressed in this mﬁ;ne;, agdsit excited we very nuch. This
was in 1882. W#hen 1 cams to myself the ahole.crowd wagi
lopking at me Instead of the women. Jim McAnalley had been
with the amy a long timé amd knew all about the Indians. |

#hen I spoke about their clothes, he said, "Don't let your
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eyes fool you. bod made those women if the devil did make
their dresses.” Iater on I fuund out that Jim knew whgt
he was telking &about, for there wers over one itLousand women
in those twou camps and there.;as not a bad oﬁe in the Zunch.
They were just liks diamopmds in the ruugh, and I made up my
mind then and there that it did‘not take clotkes to cuse
womsn honorable.

o THE U~BLR RANGCH.

/

‘In ;882 I left Dan Waggner's ranch nedgr Fort Reno and
came t0 Vinita, where I sooQ recured another job on the
U-Bar rench, Jocated west of Vinfta near tie little town .
of white Oak.‘ It was owned by Dave Allen, & w: ite man,
who hsad marriéd & Cheroige woLan.,

Allen, himsslf, lived in Virita but he had a :rother-
in-law why was exactly my @ge,by the nume of Cude Gillis
yho staysd on the ranch witﬁ me. %e ﬁaa pretty good times -

'bsiching” together. We got along f£iné in the daytime bud

when night came and when a big storm would come up, we would
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both be scared nearly to death,und vutting & hig quiltn.
over our heads would rur ocut on the creek bank aﬂd getv
soeking wet before the storm was over when we would go
pack into éhe nouse. There wer: so many cyclones in
tl.ose days that we rere always uneas§ for fear onse of
1 e thirgs w>uld cone our way.

#6 hunted mure for weterelon patches than we did
for cattle. Thers was no place to go for amusement ex-
cept a placs about fivé miles to the norihwest, where
on ¢t edge of the Shawnee hills there was a Stomp Gr .und
wLere the Shawnee and Delaware Indians éould go at that
seagon of the year and dance for wgeks at a tine., fHe
would go thers once in awhile ané see tl.e Indisne dressed
in full regalia with paint and feathers performing their

annual stomp dance,

Allen would come oub on Sundays and €®¥4d Jnsvgood . v,

-

stories and sing and pick un an old banjo we kebt about
the place. 1 never dreamed then that he would turm out

to be "the cowbo? preacher".that he did. He had been

-
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reered in Memphis, Tennesses, by wealtly parents, but, like
nany other wealt.hly people, the Allen family had btsen broken
up by the Civil %ar. )

Ailen was an inspector in the Confederate Army,in the
derartment of Texas and Indian Territory, during the Civil
‘u‘ar.- This threw hz:m in contact with the Indians end cow-
poys. He had a good education and'cou!.d adapt himself’ to
aLy conditions. He bhad a peculiar way abut him of being
able %o compel the respect of even the toughest men by
simply using kind words.

Vinita a8t that time was & very small place with
probably five or six hundred inhabitants. The population
was composed of cowbog‘? and ng’;le from everywhere, and
of Shewnee, Delsvare, and Cherckee Indians. There was
pot a briek build’j.ng in town. There were probably half -
a doi#en stores, two Blacksm:tn suiops and & Melthod'ist church.

;ﬁinter came, and growing tired of the cold, windy
prairies, 1 decided to go bacx to the Spavinaw hills.

About the middle of November % settled up and catehing

an apple wagon that ceme from Arkansas 1 found myself back
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awng the fiint hills. 1 stopped with & pen everybody
called "Uncle Jeff Be¢k". il was a god old man and bad
quite a fortune, Pis place wat on the road f.om Mayesville
to Tafhlequa’n énd Just outsice hLis door yard wau & gmv:a '
yerd, where some thirty odd men had died .ith their ots

on. They hed been buried, there as many as eight at a

L1 .

Y

4 vy

]
.

Uncle Jeff had & son ak:ut the sene age &8 myself

and we would tvake in all the\‘\_danceg and all t.e other
Jatheringe. One night we wené *c a dance &% tlLe homs
of a szhite,&ﬁ w0 had married an Inaian. WOumEN. Ilwas
soon valking with the owner of t‘he house.trying&e\ get
Lis idea of civiligetion. He said there was no harm in
a good dance and he always had a good ons. lioticing that ’ e
the lasp wnas sitting ona .igh si;elf, I weniiovned ihe

: , ¥
fact. L2 said Le mlways set it up high wust way so that )
if. any gf the boys wanted tc teke & sLot at it none of A
the lad.es would be hurt.. I nad not been there long wioen

ffénry called me to one side and sgik he wunted me to chip
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in & quaftef to buy™es white mule® On inquiry I found that
na white mule™was colloguial for & pint of white whiskey,
and that the whiskey peddler was called™a mule;man? Thaw all
7ore six shooters which they called tlLeir k{iling machines.
There were but two tunes that the fiddlers ever played in

I

that cougtry. One of them was “Indian Glory~. The other
\ .
was "Black Jack Grove". Thqse were the only two tunes that
ausiciens “t;hen celledup to-date in the country. The fiddler
would ususlly s%t in & corner on é~ﬁooden stool Gith his face
turned to the wall, whils & girl er boy would ususlly sit
on a back log and with two =small sticks or knitting needles
play second by heating on thé strings just sbove the left
hand of the fiddler. A
Ax}firsﬁ we would have good order, but toéard the last

Qsphey danced with their hats oqugprned their belts ar.umd

50 that their six-shooters were in front, tucked their pants
inside thei} boota,.anﬁ those who had taken off their spurs

put them back on. Our fiddler was a long haired Indian: called
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"Apple Jeck". Occ'as'ionélly éne of the boys would call

"spple Jack™out of the house and give him a drink, @nd

Y

then the fiddle would tale on new life.

#
All at once there came a lean, long Arkansas looking
fellow, who turned out to be the mule man. He had sold

all of his vhite mule, and after looking around. until he’

~

was satisfied t.at 'cherewere no marshals there he cane
into the house and begin® to take a part in the dancé, He
asked permission to call one se% iu Arkansas style and-

asked me to take part with him. I selécted a little Charo-
o R
A

kee girl. He'sa;jkg that when he said, "Zwing your partner",

to swing them by ths waiat. Then it was swing your pa ,__-mi'so,

change partners and #wing, and then swing your partner.s. ;n

f

the change I cams to & big fat Indian girl, threw my arm

L

around her and tried to swing her but she was too heavy for

(

~me, then I took both hands and managed to swing.lherp, th%n
. _ ’ ) /

crippled back to my.pertner. Just tien b bawled out, /'Wo

are all done now: You can all go home and Kkill old Towser

if he goes bow wows" Bang, went the guns, end out went, the
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lights, buys yélling and guns popping., I aliost ruined .
my shins rﬁﬁning over the wood pile but I finally got

%o my horse and went down the hill with ny bridle- rein

L4 2

n‘ -

in one band and my hat in the other, and didn*% draw a

good breath until I got home.
almost
Henry didn't coma in until/da light. He s%gﬂ they

had & good time after I left. He said an Indian by the 5.
neme of Little Festher was killed and two ‘or thres others

1

had tuneir heads pretty badly beaten up.



