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‘Louise o. Barnes,
Iield \worker,
July 20, '1937.

an Interview with
klmer Solomon, . .
415 oouth 9th otreet,
Kingfisher, Uklehomma.

Lr. &lmer Solomon is oW jostmaster ot ningfishner,
when he wuo @ youfh of sixteen ycurs, t-e Cheygnne apd
Arapého ~trip wa. opened u; for settlemert. They lined
up about one and one-half miles west of what is now

known as xingfisher and .r. Solomon stood about three

miles northwest of Kingtown, now king isher. .e states
4

¥

.§his wac s-metning he will always remember. ‘.ed and
women with their chilren ready to make tpe rqﬁ, in all
kinds of conveyantes, horse-B&ck, ﬁégons§>walking, etc.
rhég bad soldiers stétibned,alln,ythe line in
order to keep the people back until the signal wus fiyen
@t tue noon hour. ‘ oo - .. .
CEERCKEE STRIF
The night before the Cherokee Jtrip wes opeﬁed, iT,
Solomon s_ent in Hennessey with h%s father, who wes’ go-
ing to meke the run horse-back. They slept on & pile of

~

lumber.
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On Septémber 16, 1893, .he and threé friends were
on & freight train, which was makin- the run., This
train consisted of tweﬁt&wcqtfle c:fs, each heving
& large fee? ¢oop on top that would hold as mény peo,le
as th;“cér itself. Lhis train went slow enow:h trat the
people could jump off and stake their claﬁms gs they
found & desigable tract.
| | ;INGFiSHxR

when he came to Kingfisher in October qffer the
opening An April 22, 1839, there was only one frame
building and‘it gtuod whéré the post office s now lo-
cated; this building was occupied ., "four land gff;ce'
clerks.

1t wés estimated there were ten tpousand peoéle
in iinzisher thg@&ngggt;j;The firs£ post offiCe; céiled
£lizabeth, still stands.

* Une branch o%‘the Chisholm Trail,cgoésed Kingfishef ,

on 8th 5£r6e£. The trail can still be found{ﬂit runs
through the high school grounds.

larks of the oid ford north of Kingfisher csn still

be seen.,
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The town wis settled lergely by people from

/
/
/

western Kensas, and they were very herd up for fdbd, s0

‘i wcs necess.ry for the Government to issue such pro-
i“

vigions tothem #s cora meal, grease, veans, bacon, and
>
salt. This was issued on whet is now called west !'iles
. Jtree t 3

oome of ine streets are still named £ r old set-

tlers: Roberts avenue- first Regisfe? of Lund; Admire-
first neeeiver; I'iles-Captain in chirge of tihe soldiers;
wyatt- first Sheriff.'

. Seay, from this town,.wus arpointed governor ang
his Yome still stcnds. .e is buried in the .ingfisher
Lemetery.

wingfisher was voted to .e the Capite. of the Okla-

homa lerritory by the result of & trade wi'n Uxlshoms

« - .

City. It passed the Leéislbture but was vetoed b, Gov-

i
er .or Steele.,

- they
ihe night the bill was pasged/TITed anvils all
night long, but the night the ‘governor vetoed the bill,

someone hung the governor ir effigy aid shot the effigy.

,
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The old towér well of ringfisher used to stard
where'Lighway # 33 now crosses .ain Street. nli the
water used for household purroses wus sold from a
W ter wagén at 5 ¢ u bucket. o water was susted.

Laturdays the water bill wes always higher.
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