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•Louise o . Barnes,
H e l d Worker,
July 20, '1937.

An Interview with
Elmer Solomon,. .
413 oouth 9th o t r e e t ,
Kingfisher, Oklahoma.

i.lr. iilmer boljmon i s o.v ^os t i p s t e r or Kingfisher .

When he wat a youth of sixteen years ^ t e Cheyenne and ,

Arapaho - t r i p wa., opened u r for settlement. They lined

up about one and one-half miles west of wnat i s now

known as kingfisher and ~>x. Solomon stood about three

::;iles northwest of Kingtown, now Kingisher . ..e s tates

t h i s war, s-me thing he T/ill always reiaembbr. \.eri' and

women with the i r chi ldren ready to make tjhe ruji, in a l l

kinds of conveyances, horse-back, v.'agons^ walking, e t c .

i'he^ had so ld i e r s s ta t ioned ,a le n, the l i n e in '

order to kee:i the people back u n t i l the s igna l was .-iven

ut tne noon hour. " x ' "

CKERCKEE STRIP1

The night before the Cherokee J t r i p was opened, Id:.

Solomon s^ent in Hennessey vd th h i s fa the r , who was 'go- "

ing to make the run horse-back. They s l ep t on a p i l e of

lumber.
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On September 16, 1893, -he and three( friends were

on a freight train, which was icakin.1; the -run. Thi/3
- - ' •*»

train consisted of twenty cattle cf.fs, each h&ving - • -

a large feed eoop on top that would hold as many people

GS the car itself. IJhis train went slow enough t': at the

people could jump of.f end stake their cl&ims as they

found a desirable t ract .

XIN&FISHKH ' -. '

»ihen he came t,o kingfisher in .October after the

opening on April 22, 1839", there'was only one frame,

building and' it st^od where the post office Is now lo-

cated* this building was occupied ^ "four land office

clerks.

It was estimated there were ten thousand people

in Ilin.^iisher that, nj^bt.'v.-Th'e first post office, called

iilizabeth, s t i l l stands.

branch of the Chisholin Trail crossed Kingfisher

on 8th Street. The t r a i l can_ s t i l l be found; i t runs

through the high school grounds.

Karks of the old ford north of Kingfisher can s t i l l

be seen.
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The town .woa settled largely by people from

western Kansas, and they were very hard up for food, so
//

i.p was necess:.ry for the Government to issue such pro-

visions tothem :is cor a meal, grease, oeans bacon, and
-v

sa l t . This was issued on what is now called nest Tiles

_>treet.

oome of trie streets are s t i l l named f r old set-

t lers : Roberts .avenue- f i rs t Register of U-nd; Admire-

first ueeeiver;''lies-Captain, in choree oi the soldiers;

.Vyatt- first Sheriff.

Seay, from this town, wus at pointed governor and

his home s t i l l stands. *Ie i s buried in the kingfisher

Cemetery.

iangfisher wao voted to ^e the Capita, of the Okla-

homa territory by the result of a trade wi\n Oklahoma

City. 11 passed the Legislature but was vetoed by Gov-

er ior Steele.
• they

The night the b i l l was pas3ed/nred anvils a l l

night long, but the night the 'governor vetoed the b i l l ,

someone hung the governor ii. effigy aid shot the effigy.
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The old tower well of r.in^fisher used to stand

where highway # 33 now crosses ."lain btreet- All the

v/ater used for houseliold purposes was sold from a

w ter wagon at 5 <? a bucket. I.o water was .'/usted.

Saturdays the water b i l l w^ always.higher.


