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Interviev/ee, rnith Kerbo,-
•'. August 25, 1937.,

"' Interview with lirs. \V.«K. Smiley,
• l̂.Langum, Oklahoma

229 rest Jefferson 3t. '

Born 'June 13, 1875."
Sarrets .luff, near

• • exas.

:arenta Joe .ubbs, ^
Kancy J. Lockhart,'

• r.rs., .i*.*Ii. 3iiiiley, of IlangiiiU,' f i rs t sav; this

conan^ity about forty-two years ago v/henshe visited

her iiunt an i uncle, r . and . r s . M. II. ..ellum, at

j-Mrker,' Creek ir. Pittsburg Jounty*. . ..rs. Siuiley visited

this section t\siĉ ? before her nsrriage to . r . 3miley

at- iatrick, '_exas'.
• t

/he Smiley,f;jJiily lived in a house near the
•Ck

business section of Lenguin in (the early days. Indians

vi'hc visited . angum irade trips to the rear of stores to

salv-£e bits of bri.'^tu colored paper or 'cloth.

. angura housewives hooked their screen to keep the

Indians from .alking into their nojmes. Indians were

accustomed to ^7alking into homes -without -any ceremony.
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ciirice no fruit trees were grown here inj

early days, settlers often banded together to

the

hunt wild

olums and grapes. The parties would camp several days
" u -r*

while gathering fruit.

"r. M. H. Kellum, uncle of Mrs. btniley, was a'

atockzman near the present site of Duke on Turkey Creek

in Pittsburg County. .

Mrs. B..V>. Waters, a cousin of Llrs. Smilfey,- /

and ::r. Waters had be'en residents of Greer County /

about two years when Mrs. Smiley CGme here. Follow-r

ing the marriage»of Mr. and Mrs. Smiley in 1900, the

cpuple eerie to Mangura where >.lr. Smiley engaged in the,

cattle business with Mart Byrd and Ed Hawkins, who

operated a ranch near Delhi. . /

Byrd and .Vatkins later quit the cattle /business

in this section and iî oved to^upnah» Texa3. Cattlemen

•nadQ up the moneyed class here in the early days.

There, was considerable friction between stockmen and

farmers in the early days.
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Cattlemen rsserued the fanners becau ey fenced

the country; v/hilel the farmers complained^that 'the stock-

Men grazed their /cattle on land which belonged to the

farmers.' x

Inuring a dpought in the early days many f aimers

left this section. 3,ome sold their claims f^r as l i t t l e

p,s fifty dCllaD3. . ' -:

Sam Doxey, ?/ho owned.,.a'large ranch ne&r the present

si te of 3ayrey, dona.ted the towns i t e .for tlie'Loxey Com-

munity/ ... successful rancher, : x . Do.xey ,}iad several

registered/head of stock valued ^t :several thousand

vicinity v;e2rt toQuanah for

the .i'torse races &nd fai rs of t^e -:4arly .dajrs.

dances v.'ere favor i te amusemoiit for covflnen. Cov/T

.toys sonetiKies. rode fit,%j t i i les to -a dance, leaving

early ix, the i.. lti4̂ lvis i t i ng v;ith thei r friends

after their a r r iva l . j | ! |

Aaron, an early community near the present- s i t e

'.•of v,lustee, was-v.here Turke;, Creek s e t t l e r s received

leir rail.

Duke • then'-'consiBted*-only of a post of.fice and store,
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Cattlemen drove their stock to/Quaoinh or cod ard

for shipment to th,e iiarlcets.-

Stockmen in th^s sect-ion ^orc/.r-utchcrsMiats and

nut *fie sombreros seen farther west. /

3tcc.; .til J
vc C; p-i-c iu ll;c hisses sior..-:" cii&i-

o\.3, .v.u' \,

\\i ccti:" • • ... \ . t . '."lie

cr'.vi ". itL

liters.

fl o.; ;st ' asiied rs., .

c"t.r--> -.t ;url:ey Jroelc in the e:-.rly days. . r . t i e r s

as IM'- i t l i aLov; f-evor )A the li:,:c of the flcou and

a . ' leave ;t.hoir liOhic. -Le overflow

'.ret . ,,ai _vu
*

k'ii ! r . -it(.i%/

t he

oscuecl r ..ho

: r is * oer: to the- inimd.tcd Irc-i.ie. ,

any of*the r--nch h<.. cs ..fix hali^du.xrts \;ith

x-'roci". clx ve .the r;i\--.no.' -MI ';:.-ll:.;- cco^sio;^, c

ono l i f ted the .ellura :-.VVSQ 1- \ 3 i t ion fifi;-

frciu i t s foundation.'
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isi / this sec t ion were ar> educated

cla33. They v/er^ dis t i^ i j i ish ' td by the i r courtesy i.C

. • -dcferatiou f-M"1. r ' - x r . The ^ ore v.-cll-to-do- sent t h e i r

sons and daugh^ors ty s<-.];•' 11 in the South.

cattlemen ".ere .ail. "...atiie^«sonI

ua r l "annonson, ».ho 1^1 er l e s t

•tr.'iir l ives ra '/'o;.ts flv^d: i a l J....t, ".." • !••• n a

:iv eery st:,>r/c hare rnd l a t e r "U-Cc^e iiitcrc?tv.d in an

i r r l y Of.;* 1/;-.;':.

- ' T. L'.-'^'i Ir. i;cr :.: veJ to Canadian,

.; .-..ag.- t . . o i i t y - . 'UI* 3 , . c t i c ; . 3 of ly j . d .

L,i.

i.i'-u

His children.'

-re- sti" 1/resident t iii- ;••;. i / . i t y .

in vckhp; Jounty, was .'tilled i 'or r.io p^

a so:.unitt

ctttleaanj.


