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Basel B* Qrtent, Interviewer.
October 21 , 1937.

Inter/lew with Thomas fl* Hunter,
Born September 18, 1809

Father-Benny Hunter(Bina Ahantubbi)
Full blood Ohootaw Indian.

Mother-Tennessee Rianer

When my daddy oame from Miss i ss ippi , he se t t l ed

at old Lofcfata, in what Is now MoCurtain County. He

stayed there a number of years, then traveled by ox

sled to up between the two Boggy t lvare , north of

what Is now Boawell. He l ived there a few years and

than crossed Olear Boggy and bui l t a hone on the east

side of the rlver,$bout f ive miles west of what i s now

Boswell, where X was born'.

He used to t e l l me t a l e s of the early s e t t l e r s

her* and of s tor i e s that were told him of s e t t l e r s

before the Government sent the Chootaw Indians out

here. He and others told me of a man by the nans of

Doaks who oaras here SODS ten or twelve years prior

to the general Oxodus of the Ohootaw*. from Mississ ippi ,

Doaks-oaflB up the Rod River and landed somewhere about
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two m i l e s eas t of the mouth of the Kiomiohi River on

the north bank of Red River and e s t a b l i s h e d a trading

poet where he traded with the u n c i v i l i z e d Indians .

Doakswas e fur trader and w«s very wealthy. There

i t no doubt in my mind that there was a Doaksvi l la or

Doaics s tand, a s some c a l l e d i t , o ther than the Doaka-

v i l l e that was located HOOU'6 a mi le o r l e s s nes t and

north of the Fort 2ow8on, because there was a m i l i t a r y

post on Doakavi l le Greek^bout n ix w i l e s southeast of

Fork Tow son, a year or ao before that for t was e s t a b -

l i s h e d , about in 18&4, on the b luf f overlooking Dates'

Creek.

Aside from the s t o r i e s t o l d me about there having

been & Docks' s tore or stand on D o a k s v i l l e creek, and

of the t e r r i t o r y eas t of the Klamichi River being

c a l l e d M i l l e r Oounty ,Arkan*;fcs, s t o r i e s were t o l d me

of there having been a M i l l e r County Court House.
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It i s ray opinion that that fellow Doeka was

a Justice of the Peace, or it a equivalent, in

those days, and that he held court in his store,

or trading place. Hence the story of a Miller

County court house. I have gathered this from

bits I have heard here and there. Down on Soaks-

ri lIt Creek there are ruins that look like the ruins

of an old furnace of a brick kiln* It i s possible

that instead of there having been a brick kiln there,

these ruins are what is left of the old foundation

of that store or the military post.

When *ort Toweon was established on the bluff

overlooking bates' Creek, Doaks then moved his store

west and a l i t t l e north of the fort, and thus started

the famous old DoaksviUe that has gone down in his-

tory as the plaoe where the Constitutional Convention

was first held. | h i s was where the Constitution of
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the Chootaw Nation was w r i t t e n , and the f i r s t Choctaw

Council was he ld . Alao the f i r s t Counoil House of the

Chootaw Kation was r ight at that o ld Doaksv i l l e .

There i s no doubt in my mind e i t h e r that f o r t

Toweon was the f i r s t United States Post Off ice in

the Indian Terr i tory , that i s now Oklahoma.

Along with blue pr ints of the plans 0§ the old

Fort Towson, and other records of the For^V 8 r e

l e t t e r s which were wri t ten from Fort Towson, Arkansas.

It was r e a l l y Arkansas then. Those l e t t e r s were

dated 1894 o r ' 36 , son*where along t h e r e / There

should be records somewhere showing j u s t when Fort

Towson, Arluv«ftd,Qe&a6d t o be that and^became Fort

Towson, Indian Terr i tory .

I have a very good fr iend who might have some,

very valuab3& papers to the very ear ly h i s tory o f

t h i s country. She i s Mrs. Carrie L. lioClure, and

aha l i v e s at North UoAlester . Bar fa ther was Mr.
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Harvey R. Skinmerhora, Superintendent of Spencer

Academy for years . He was the superintendent when

I attended that aohool. He was always delving into

the early h i s tory Of the Indiana and t h e i r country,

and making records of h i s f i n d i n g s . I t ia probable

that h i s daughter has kept those records of h i s

finding*.

Mr. Skiramerhorn was so loved by the Choctaw

Indians that they adopted him into the tribe and

permitted hLa to t i l s on an allotment of land. I

believe his allo-cmant contained eighty acres. He

-was a smart aaa aad Knew geology, so he took his

allotment up close to Ardmoye, where the o i l f ie lds

are now. 01). ae.de his children very wealthy.

I an remind** of the romance of Miss fcarrie

Skimmerhorn, and the part I played in i t . She was

educate^ In the East and was a graduate of Boston

Conservatory of music, and when her parents oame to
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the Indian T e r r i t o r y t o Spencer Academy where her

f a t h e r was Superintendent , ahe accompanied them, o f

course t and taught in the Aoedemy. Another te?cher

waE a young Chootaw Indian with whom she f e l l desper -

ately in love, Ee deyeloped tuberculosis, went west

and died.

A year or so later she f e l l in love with one of

the schoolboys, an Indian lad named Preeman McClure.

Her parents opposed- her affair with this poor Indian

4 boy. They thought that their highly educated daughter

1 should marry some wealthy man. Carrie and Preeman

took me into their confidence and told me of their

plans to get married and enlisted my aid. I was only

about sixteen so the parents paid no attention to

Carrie•# talking to me a l o t . Carrie and Preeman

planned to elope on the last day of school.

O59 night about two mica before school was o\it

I waited until about midnight, when I thought erery-
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body was a s l e e p , then I olimbed out o f a window with

a saok of Carrie*a c l o t h e s . She had l o t s of f ine

c lo thes that she had brought from Boston with her;

then I saddled a horse that belonged t o t*he cook,

and-rode two mi l e s to Kelson and l e f t the c l o t h e s

with a Mr. and Mrs* Woods t h e r e . Mr. Woods was p o s t -

master* ,J?h en 1 returned and went to bed.

Well, the l a s t day of school came and we were

holding l a s t day e x e r c i s e s when Carrie complained

of sudden I l l n e s s and l e f t the chapel with a handker-

chief held to her f a c e . I watched her and wondered

if I would ever aee her again. After the e x e r c i s e s

were over , her mother went to Carr ie ' s room to see

what she could do for her. She wae gone and a search

did not PSsu i t in f inding her*' Mrs. Skimmerhorn came

out to where I was cu t t ing wood, and asked me i f I
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knew where Carrie was. I did not* further Bearoh

revealed one o f her s l ippers that fehe had l o s t as

she climbed over a higbboard fenoe to j o i n Preeman

iteClure, who waited juat north of the cemetery for

her. They drave t o Armstrong Ao&dmty where

Mr.W. J". Boyd married them. I t was the nest sumusr

when they came home for a v i s i t that they t o l d of

iay part ?n t h e i r elopement, and linen I returned to "'

school that f a l l , Mr. skimmerhorn c a l l e d lae into

his o f f i c e and gave me one of the most t e r r i b l e tongue

lashings a boy ever got . He t o l d me about how I had

betrayed t h e i r confidence in me, and that he could

forgive me for my pert in the elopement, but that he .
that

could never forget it and/if he obeyed the dictates

of his heart, he would not permit ne to attend school

there that term. But he did upon my promise to "we Ik

the straight and narrow path*, whloh I did.
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After sevaral years, Preeman and Carrie separated

and Freeman married Jimmie Dyer* s s i s t e r , X bel ieve

at Lukfata or vome where near there . Carrie never

re-married and l i v e s in North MOAlester. I don't

doubt thojt she has many, many valuable papers and

record a which her f&thar had co l l eo ted .

Thomas W. Hunter i s now (1937) the County Judge

<->f the Choctiv County, Oklahona, a t Hu«o, Oklahoma.


