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Journelist, T, N, ﬁiilson, :
January 10, 1938. :

Interview with Charles Shipley,
Route 2, Box 268,
Muskogee, Oklahoma.

. I wae born in Bates County, M{ssouri,_September 12,
1866, and if I live until next Sepfem%sr’lf;”fpwill bef{!}"
72 years old. I\have lived in the Indieg Territory and-
the State of Oklehoma for all these years, save sixteen.

)S\

I was sfxteen years old when I left with my parents for

“%he Choctew country in the Indian Territory. V

We -traveled by horses and wagons from Missouri and
ﬁ#nally arrived at Fort Smith Arkenses, after some
three wesks on the road, At Fert Smith we rested for a |
rew‘deys. I interesfeq‘b;self ebout the city of Fort

2

Smith watching the 1ittle mules pulling street cars through _
the\streets. On the mules were festeeed belis iﬁat would )
jingle\asthey traveled along.~ Many hours I spent down

at the ferry - that crossed the Arkensas River,watching the

ferry boats putting teams and wegons across the river. I '

had never been around any-rivers prior to this and it .
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emused me. The: ferry was an old time cable ferry. @’I’he

:stnamboats were also steeaming up and down the river,

: docked in some instances loading and unloading freight

and passengers; Most of the han@s»unloading’ffeigﬁt weré

negroes. ‘Father and Mother enjoyed the tfafffb~on the

river seeminély as much as did myself.’ : T
After we had résﬁgé we left Fért §math, traveling

along on the east and south side of the Arkansas River

and#came within a few miles of the Poteeu River where we .

settled down to live. !

Pioneers'Life and Customs.
‘ ’ I don't know how my father secured his pérmi; for

the use of the lend he finally cultiveted, but I do know

that we slept in our covered wagon and cooked on obéh

fires. until we could cut logs and Bﬁild us a cabin. ,fﬁ; ’

cabin~ﬁuilt had only a dirt floor, thevghuttlé winde":;,»

”
La e

and door was made from the side-boards of our wagon. =

’
“

The fireplace was made of sticks and the cracks were £illed -

with clay as was also the logs. The roof'waésmadq\og Y

ahake shingles,.split out of logs with 'a froe.
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. In the surrounding couritry the neople were living
» ' a ~

fairly.g6od and their’hqmés were about like ours. Some

1}

bettef;to;do people had box houseé made from bosrds haul-
ed from Foft Smith, Arkansas.
Only small fields of corn were cultivated. Ten
acdres of corn was e larée'field of corn. Cotton was
raiséd'moré_}han corn. All pepple,had a garden, a
horse or two, a cow, and a few farm toolé,'like a wooden
beam ploﬁ; an "A" hgrroﬁ and iarge hoes. Our cotton and
gorn were hauled to Fort Smith and disposed of for food
»§tuff and clothing that could not be reised at home.
. Al} kiﬂds pf wilé game, frui%s and berries were
in abundance. +e had lots of honey from robbing wild b
bee; that hed made their hives in Hollow trees.
de made many dollers from hides and furs of wild i
animals:- #e marketed these hides ard fur; at Forf Smi th.
Marriage. |
During the yearé-while living with my pargnts in
" the Choctaw Nation, I made many trips to and from
Fort Sfiff/ggdialong the rbad lived a girl i_adﬁirad

and gdored.  She was & white girl and was prettiar than

. - - T e i



SHIPLEY, CHARLES. INTERVIEW. . 12682

~

-4- o s
anf Indian’girl I ever saw. I wooed and won this éiri
end married her in 1887 at Fort Sﬁith,_Arkanaas. ’ﬂe |
werg married aécording.to the United States end Arkensas
laws and were married by & Methodist preachef. |

Two miles from Fort Smith in the Choctew Nation, we\.

built us & little cabin and started 1152 all our own.
That pld wanan you see standing Epe;e in the door was tha;
pretty 11tt1e4g1ri I am talking sbout. She is as sweet
and pretty to me’today as she was fifty yéars ago.
’ ) Life!gﬁjér Marriage.
The meil carrier who carried the meil fpom:F03§;2&§xh
- toSkullyville, Indien Territory, paésed our home. It ias

only a few days after our marriage until he stdbped angd

safﬁ, "I em not well and want to lay-off and if yom want

480
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“ a job, sad@lé-your horse and go to town with me {Fort Smith)

-

I'will vouch for you and as you have & pietty good horse

. you een have my job for a mdnth." 0f course, I hated to

leave my ydﬁn@ wife for & day and a night, as it required
one day to ride from Fort Smith to Skullyville, stay all
night and return the next day. I hurriedly talked 1%

A

over with my wife, saddled mi horse and yegt to town, gof
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-the job &nd returned'home. That night we went after her
brother and his wife to stay with her while I was working.

I started my work the next day. After one month the regular

..man ceme back for his Job eand I wes then given .the job of

carrying the mail to Redland, Indian Territory, from Skully-

ville, and this necoasitated our moving t Skullyville. I

¢ £

continued carrying the mail on this route by horsgbaek for
six moxths end quit to go to work on the railroaé thap was
being built éut of Forr Smith to Cééféyville, Kagsas.( It
was the St. ﬁouis, Iron Mount;in and Southern Railrosd:’////
. Ve moved back to our little cabin two miles from

Fort Smith, that we first lived in only a month or so.

\ Engineers had surveyed out the right-of-way through

the Cherokoe<Nation and excavating for ‘the dump was started.

"I had hired out as team boss on a subfcontractor s gang tha't

4

was to bﬁi;d the €irst nine miles west of the Arkensas River.
Thergang lived in tents ang camped out. I bought a Litile
tent in Fort Smith end my wife and I lived in that tent

for nearly nine mon'ths. while I workéd building the reilroad

dump. All excaveting was let to a general contractor for

o

" ~so many miles of road and then sub-let to smaller contractors

N .
NN - Sy,
A
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for only & few miles. There weére.no steam~shovels and

4

clam shells then. #e did not even have wheelers or
' _self-dumping wagons or tf;;;a. fhp nine miles built
while I wes teem boss was done with plows end slips.
The cuté were‘piowed and sl;ﬁped‘}nto éﬁe Tow places

”

for fills. It yas necessary, if the haul was too great,
to'load the wagons“;1£h dirt and rock by hand end haul- -

to the place to EF filled. Of coursSe, todé& with modern
machinery it couid be done more quickly end mu%h better.

Sehind the grade gang came. the bridge men and behind them

ties were distriéhted as well aé rails, bolts, angle bers,

fregs, switches, switch stands and ali necessary material, ;
‘Many of %he ties waré cut and delivered from the timber

.ad joining the rqadway.' ?hgy were hewn ties, hewed out

with én adz or broad-ax. After ﬁe complet;d the nine

miles, the contractor moved his outfit to Fort Gibson,

Indien Tgrritory,. I dig ngz’go aloﬁg, but went back to

my first little home after I was married. My wife end I

saved our money and boﬁght ﬁs some new household goods,

end emong them was our first cook stove.. We had cooked

on open fires while building the ra lroced and previously

-

&
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in the fireplacé:bf our cabinl "I bought & teem, farm
go;is, a cow and,few chickens and stafted farming.

-

For the use of the land I fermed, I had to pay an

©

old Choctaw Indien one dollar per month., 1t was a permit,

~

they called itiﬁnd I wes supposed to be working for him,
The improvements all belonged to me.
Along in 1894 or 1895 the Dawes Commission came

?

‘into exi;tence and.the Indiens and'white people were
much worried because they were to take the land from the
Choctaws which they owned as a whole, and divide. it up
into allotments which they did. I was rather worried™

| myself but had little-to'say and figured I would jusi

loaé up my. things and move over into ;he_Cfeek Nation.

fiith my yife and theﬁ ?hree childPen, we movqh by team

" and wagon to Nuskogee, Indian Terri tory, (Arkansés‘Town)

and located on what was ‘then known as Gaylord Johnson's

place northwest of Muskogee near the -present Speulding

Bridge and aéain stirted farming. At times, when not

engaged on the farm, I worked on the ferryboat,-a cabdble

o

fefry that crossed the Arkansas River at the present

--locetion of the Spaulding Bridge. -

-

7
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Afﬁer a number of years at this location, I moved

v .,

to where I am now ab Brushy Mdountain. It was abaut 1900,

P ~ -

at any rate it was before uy youngest son was born by

. about ten ysars and he is k8 years old. I farmed and

NI .

wogked on the Sem Watkins Ferry that crosse. the arkansas

River about one~half mile egst. of gy house hére.

. Perries.
4 * >

‘
et >
v ~.

. ! ; ', ‘s .
The Bolen Ferry crossed the Foteau five: about nine
- ~ ] SN b
milegs up stream from its pouth end vwias the ferry I'crosased
. - ‘ . :
when carrying the mail to 3kullyville, frwm ¥ort swith,

i

t  Arkansas, in 1887. The Joe Vaun rferry crossed the Canadian

River about six miies up stream frow its mouth. T[he Smif..

§
.

Ferry ‘crossed the .rkansas River about eight miles down

. . s
stream froa Fort Gibson, and the Sam atkins derry vwas some

A
i P \

thres nmiles down strewm from the smith Rerry.”

o
Other Ferries werg’namely: the Nevins ~erry, .woger., °

Ferry, Leacher Ferry, The Sam Jrown. and so on.

- v
<
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Steambosa ts.

Q\

;The #. M. Drew, Fort Gibson, Fort Smith, Memphis
Packet, Mary D, gnd other steamers plied the Arkansas
River with passengers, freighi and mail,

y Merchandising.
- #nhen 1 lived:ﬁpfthwest of Muskogee on the Gaylord \
Tohnson place, I traded with the H. B. -Spaulding and

the Turner Mercantile Companies. I would go to Mr. Spauld-

:;\:qu and borrow three hundred dollers by giving security.
PN ;\\ ) :

=R

e

I never gb§<%ﬁb,actual money but was issued "Scrip.” for
the amount. The scfip was in size abdﬁt tﬁgt of our
present "One Dollar” bill, but of course was of dirfgrent
- denominations. ‘Its color was a green back ground, blgék
letters, and figures‘and“On it was the picture of
Mr. Spaulding. gyery place in th& vicinity of Muskogee used ?
the serip - .#8 a medium of exchenge. ‘It was good at the
ferribs,Ld;ctors, lawyefs, stege lines and elsewhere as
well’é; at his store for merchendise. This scrip .was
'aiways redeemable for cash by Mr.‘Spaulding oice each yearll
l Many times people needing actusl United $tates'mon§y

would sell this serip at a big discount. I remember the

.
~ .
o -
R . ' ' hN
- . -
- S e o
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last I ever borrowed from Mr. Spauiding, I borrowed it
in March snd the amount was three hundred dollars plus
interest amoﬁnting to a total of principel end interest .
of three hundred and forty-five dollars, payable Decem-

ber the first. I had reised a few yeerlings thet were

not mértgaged;Aféally they were my wife's. Along in

. October I reelized I could not hsve the money when it

»

came due unless I deviated just a little from the farm.

I induced- the gond wife to let me sell her yearlings

for real money and then take the money end buy Speulding

3

Serip and by so doing I could nay off., She consented

{

énd f@nding a btfii~§iff~éfifjégzgﬁlﬂreCEived 3%90.00_ T : By

| in moﬁey and with the actua; casq I Soﬁgﬁt eﬁough scrip' ‘.

T to pey the m:ortgz.a*ge, so 1 ﬁguf'éd,at le ast. ’

. Aipng in November beforé Eée morigage cgme'dueh

I went into the store ana toldl Mr, Spaulding I wantéd
éo sett;a‘hp.;,He.looked astonished snd said, ,"Your

" mortgage Qon'% be due until next moath " and I ;aid; S i

“Wéll;I want to bey it now." He looked thru his books,

told me the amount end I lsid down 2ll of it in écrip

-
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gnd he did not want,tohaccept it and id the papers

4

' {
read so many dollers end not scrip . Quite en argument

ensued. 4 number stood around\}he,stofe end I knew they
were good witnesses and finélly I put the scrip inmy
pocket and left for home. .o

“hen I got home the wife and I telked snd we were
both very much worried, but 1 kunew he haﬂ7fo redeem it
not later. than Jemuary lst and I knew he would not close
the mortgage for I had offefed.him his own moﬁey snd
knew no law wauld uph&ld him. ) |

In gbout & weeg 1 was back to town‘and‘stopped my
team on Main Street near his store and started do&n to
(the Turner store. ¥r. Spauldiﬁg shouted at me and I
waited ‘for him to gét tome. He said,-"Cha;lie,do you‘
want to psay me‘that scrip today end take up~yoyf
Papgrs}’ I said "No, I don’t‘havg it'with me-now." .
He said, ".ell get 1t and come. irr and settle up. &he_

other week I needed resl money badly and thought if I

demanded real cash you would get it for me.”

P
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In a few days I came in with the serip , settled

up and from then untll his dying day. I never did any -
more business with Spaulding but traded and did all
my business with the Turner Boys =and Veptain Fred

Severs.

"
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