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1. Nair.e 7.", J*;. 3hjnn
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Robert 'W. Small
Investigotor
April"29, 1938

•j-nterview with v;. E. 3hinn
Nev/kirk, Oklahoma

I was born ^September 29, 1866, in the s ta te of I l l i n o i s ,

y father moved from I l l ino i s to Stunner County, ..ansas- in lH.y

sett l ing six miles from tne Oklahoma l i ne -

-,3ome of my f i r s t experiences in Oklahoma Territory were

in 1885, when I helped George f i l l e r , a ranchman of tjhe Cherokee

Strip^to skin a lo t of steers that h'/.d frozen to detth during a

very cold spel l of weather.

I frequently went from my fathers pl?«ce down on the Chikaakia
J

Hiver in Oklahoma to hunt quail a d pr&irie chicken which were

plentiful . . -

About the yenr of 1885 or '86..I set out on a hunting t r i p

with three others in a wagon; we lef t Caldwell, Kansas, fcT,oing down the

Chisholm Trai l , headed for the Cimarron River country una before

ni/^it a storm came upy the wfnd blew very hard and snow f i l led th6

a i r t i l l we were almost blinded by i t . V.'e stopped our team and stayN-

ed t i l l nearly daylight, when we drove on to a place wh'ere we found

some timber from which we could make'a f i re ^nd we cot our breakfast,

and fed our team and drove on to the Sal t Fork River which .had much
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floating ice in i t . t Vi'e then turned down the river until we ran

on to a large tent where the soldiers were camped; we stopped and

talked to s: me of them and learned that one of the soldie a who

happened to Le the commanding officer had shot and killed a couple"

of wild ducks out in a small lake near the tent and he could not

get them out of the water. I had a very good bird dog with me

and I called .t'o him and sent him into the water after the ducks;

he brought them both out, which act was very surprising to the

soldier, and made a quick friend of him. This soldier said that

the weather, was too. bad for anyone to i e, out ana that they had
• • i

t f

room for twenty-two men in the tent and insisted on. our staying

over night, which we did. During our stay there the J.Iajor told

us that they were about out. of wood for fuel and that if we vrould

haul them a load of wood they would go .hunting with us and give

us all they killed. V.'e hauled a load of wood for them and #foceed~

ed on our hunt- which netted a number of turkeys and prairie chicken.

7tTaile we were there a'bunch of hunters returning from a hunt
-*

came up to the river on the opposite side ana found i t a difficult
- »* t „ "*•"•

matter to get across. ?i'e helped-^ftem to get their wagon and*team

across the river and after doing so they gave the soldiers a saddle
• *

of venison antl some, turkeys aad we a l l had a feas t . We had wanted
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, to go to the Cimarron country to hunt deer but the aoldiers were

.' not supposed to l e t anyone go if t ey could prevent i t aa the
* •

reason they were camped on the north side of 3al t Fork Eiver, was
• * •

• f •

to keep ^people out of the country south of the r iver . .e decided

- not to, try to make our way across the river since the soldiers

had been so good to us and we returned home with plenty of turkeys

and pra i r ie chickenb. ' fc

*>

I have hauled a lot'dt wood from the Chikaskia Liver and i t s

tributary stream? into Kansas'in the early days before the Che-?okee

• ' t r i p was ODened. .
t •

There u$ed to be an island in the Chikaskia l iver called

Round island, which had much ^ood timber.and wood on i t and I have

gone there and hauled a half load from the island to the bank on

the north.side and unloaded i t and-then I would go back after more

wood unt i l I got a big load, '•"•here was no reed or crossing to the

i s i find and I could onjLy haul a small amount of wood out of there

on account of the steep banks and* rough lands over which I had to

drive. - .

I used to help put-up hay on the Foss Ranch which was cut and

raked up and-stacked in great quanti t ies for feed for the c a t t l e in

winter time, ' '
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Three or four mowing machineswould cut the ^;rass an4 two-

or three go-devil rakes would rake i t up after i t dried out, then

i t was stacked.

The hands working in the hay stayed at the rai.ch house which

was a house du.: out in the side of a h i l l with the side;- walled up

a l i t t l e ways and a covering of brush and d i r t made the roof.

7/e used coal o i l or kerosene lamps and one night some of the

new hands saw a big snake .up over head in the brush and they got

very excited>about i t , but the old hands said the'snake'belonged

there f auu to just l e t i t &loiie.

I got £3.00 per day for work in the hay*with my team and

my board, aid's feed for my team, and the ranchers always had plenty

to eat* Everybody was welcome to come and stay over night or to

eat their meals a t any and a l l times. Occasionally a man or. maybe

two or more, v.ould' coiae to a ranch house and stop for the i r meals

and would speak but few words to anyone while the$$» The coy-boys
* • * •

and other old hands about the ranch knew it was not the custom to
s . - '

ask any stranger any leading questions, so if a s,tranger did not' ••

open up a conversation himself i t was jjaken for Granted that he

did not wish t.o ta lk and no one would ,say much to him but the cow*- ,
\. *"

boys usually could tell by the actions of strangers, whether they ' .
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were "on the scout" from low officers or not; though l i t t l e v/as sa^d

of any man's v i s i t to outsiders.

Law violators from a l l parts learned that they could escape law

officers by aiding out in the ca t t l e country and at times these* law

violators became n-thef numerous.

They fel t a degree of security that they could not enjoy in many

places and the generosity of a l l •the ranchers enabled them to l ive

v/ithout money. . **

At the opening of the Cherokee Str ip I made the run fromti.*--

Chilocco reservation; I made, the race on two wheels of a jvegon wi th

a team hitched to i t , having my feed and provisions in a b&x fasteaed

to the two-wheeled contrivance. I failed to get a claim that day but

G -short time after I- secured a relinquishment to the Northeast ^quarter

of.3ection 23, Township 26 North, Kange 3 Last, which place I n s t i l l

own. .* I bui l t a small house eight by twelve feet on the claim cud put

,-urĴ a sod stable covered with poles ancTiff'aSs' end i t made a very warm

• 8table for my horses. In the following February I bui l t a house four-

.teen by twenty-six feet with a shed room on one side for a kitchen. I

- broke otft^he land and fenced i t the f i r s t few years. I cut saw logs

.^ar a neighbors place and had lumber sawed to make a granary.

- V*' -The ' f i r s t two years on the claim were almost complete fai lures

in crops. Money was scarce ?.nd hard^to get . I hauled wood to Ponca
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City and sold it for 41,00 a load.

In 1894 I was elected Trustee and "I had to cut wood one day

and do my. assessment work the next, as I hs d to make something to live

on all the time.

When.l got my warrant for work far the county i t amounted to

.$78.00 and 1 had to discount i t to get any money on i t ; I sold i t for

$55.00 which was a lot of: money to me-at that time. In 1807, I made '

a good wheat crop, getting thirty-one bushels per acre and thereafter

the crops were usually good for many years.

I lived on the farm until 1907. viien 1,-wos elected County Clerk
* • • ~

• ^ S V

in which office I served for -five years. I w-..s deputy itieriff and Jai l -

/
er frdnr 1925 to'27-.^nd electedvlto fie office of"3heriff in 1932 and -re-

' ' ' " / ' , •

elected in 1934, serving through 1936. " I also served&s Secretary of the

County Election Board for several years.


