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Ce ~ .
nterview with . L. Shinn
Newkirk, Uklahoma .

I was born September 29, 1866, in the state of Tllinois. -
y father moved from Illinois to 3umner Gounty, “ansas}jn 1+63
settling six miles from tue uklahomé line.
.Some of my first experiences in Oklahoms Territory were
in 1885, when I heljped George liller, & ranchman of the Cherokee
3trip, to skin allot,of steers thet hed frozen to dezth during a
very cold spell of veatier.
I frequent}y went from my fathgré place down on tﬁe Chikaskia
4
'Hive; 1n_0kiéhome to:hunt.quail n d prairie chicken which were

/

plentiful.
. W
w

sAbout the year of 1685 or '86;1 set out on a hunting trip
with three others in a wagon; vie left Caldwell,‘Kansas,going'down ihe
Uhisholﬁ Trail, headed for the Cimarron kiver country snd befdre
night a storm caue up, the wind ﬁlew very hard and snow filled the
N air ti{l1l we were almost blinded bylit. Ve stopped our team end stay-

ed t1ll nearly daylight, when we drove on 1o a piace where we found

2

>

some timber from vhich we could make’a fire snd we (ot our treskfast,

end fed our team and drove on to the Salt Fork River which.had much
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floating ice in it. Ve vhen turned down the river until we ran

on to a large tent where the soldiers were camped; we stcppeq end

taiked t§ s-me of them end learned that one of the soldie's who

heppened to Le tLe commending officer had shot and killed a couple’

of wild ducks out in a small leke neer the tent and he could not

ge% them out of the weter. I had a very good bird dog with‘me

and Imca%led.fo him aﬁd gent him into the water after the ducks;

he p;ought them both out, ;hich act was very surﬁrisinb to the

soléier, and made s q:;;k friéﬁd of him. This soldier said)that

%he'yeathex vas tgo’bad for anyone to . e out anu‘thap they head

room for twenty-two men in the tent end 1nsisted’on‘6&r stéying'

over night, which we did. ‘Du{ing our stay there the Major told

us thet they were about’quf,of WO;& for fuel and that j¥ we vwould

haul them a load of wood they would go hunting with us an& give

us all they kiiled.m_ﬁe heuled a load of wood for them and p@écéed—

ed on our hunt which netted a. number of turkeys and prairie chicken.
Thile ﬁe were there a“bunch of hunters retﬁrning from e hugt

came up to the r{ver on the opposite side and found it é diffiéulé

Wt .

matter to get across. Ve helpedpfem to get their wagon erd-team

across the river and after doing so they gave the soldiers a saddle

of venison end some. turkeys and we all had a feast. We had wanted

- . - ~
- R g
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and prairie chickcngf
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to go to the Cimarron country to hunt deer but the soldiers were

" not supposed to let anyone & if t ey could prevent it ss the

.

reason they were camped on the north side of 3alt Fork Liver, was

‘o keep‘people out of the country south of the river. .e decided

. mot tg try to make our way across the river since the soldiers

had been s0 good to us and we returned home with plenty of tw keys

-
- -
-~ »

1 have’pguied a lot'c® wood from the Chikaskie liver end its

tributary éireama into Kensas'in the early days bLefore the CheéSﬁee

" “trip was opened.

There uged to be an island in the Chikaskia [iver called

-

Round Island, whibh hed much ;ood timber.and wood on it and I have

zone there and hauled a half load from the 1sland to the bank on

-

the north sjde and hnloaded it end- then I would j240) bgck after more

-

wood until T got a big load. 'here was no roed or crossing to the

islsnd and I could on}& heul a small amount\g? wood out of there

on account of the steep banks and:rough lands over which I hed to

I

drive.
- v e 3 % .
I used to help put:up hay on the Foss Ranch which was cut and
raked up and .stacked in great quantities fpr feed f or the cattle in
- 4 . !

vinter time. g ‘ . .
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Three or four moﬁing maqgigggﬁﬁould cut the _rass and two- —
or th;ee go-devil rakes would rake it up after it drjed out, then
1% was'stacked. |

The hands working ih the hay stayed at the ra.ch house which
was & house du:; oul in the side of & hill‘with the sijde. valled up
a“iittle vays and & covering of brush end dift made the roof.

We’used coal 0il or kerosene lamps and one night sone of;the

<

new hands saw a big snake,ﬁp over head in the brush anhd they got

very excited-about it, but the old hands said the snake celonged

.v. -

there, auu Lo J'U.st el iv q,u.”)he.
I got 35.06 per day for work in the hay;with my team and

ny board and feed for my team and the ranchers always had plenty

o~

to eat. Iverybody was welcome to come gnd stéy over night or %o
eat their meals st any and all times. Occvasionally a mean or.mayie

two or more, would come to a rench house and stop for their meuls

and would speak but few words o anyone while therg. The cowboys

end other old hands sbout the ranch knew it was not the cuétom 55

I
» {

ask any sfranger any leading questions, so if & ‘stranger did ndt‘:
. 1 - -

open up a converaation himself it was taken for grahted iﬁat he

' ‘y

did not wish to talk and no one would say much to him but the cowa*

boys usually could tell by the actions of strangers. whether they

o J
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were "on the scout" from luw offjcers or not; though little was“sa;d

of any man's visit to outsijders,
Law violators from ali parts lesrned that they could escape Yaw

officers by .iding out in the cattle couniry snd at times these law

violetors became r:thér numerous.

They felt a degree of security that they could not enjoy in many

places and the generosity of w1l the ranchers enabled them to live

-

. . & .
without money, . ® -

-

At the opening of the Cheiokee Strip I made the run fromt: -«

s

Chilocco reservation; T madg the race on two wheels of s wagon with

a team hitched 30 it, havings my feed and provisions in & bgx fastesmed

to the two-wheeled conirivance. I failed to get & claim that day but
® .

¢ short time after I secured a relinquishment to the Northeast quarter

of 3ection 23, Township 26 North, Fange 3 bast, which place I_still
- . P

own.’ I built a small house efght by twéTve feet on the claim end put

o8 ,‘.
AN

uﬁ .8 sod stable covered with poles anaﬁ??éss snd it made a very warm

-stgble for my horsest In the following February I built & house four-

-
.

" _.een by t&enty-six feet with a shed room on one side for a kitchen. I
':ﬁbroke oﬁt;@he land and fenced it the first few years. I cut saw logs

A a qgighbor%iplace and had lumber sawed to make a granary.
:\ym .The ‘first two years on the claim were almost complete failures

n

in crops. Money was scarce :+nd lmrd.-to get. I hauled wood to Ponca

1
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City and soid it for $1.00 a load. _ AN

In 1894 I was eiected Trugtee and I had to cut wood one'day’
~and do my. assegssment work the next,a; I d to make somethiné to livé
on all the time; h

When I got my warrant for work f&f.tna county it amouﬁted to .

’ * ‘ /
. $7§.OO an@ I had to q;scount it to get any money on {t; I sold 1t for
$55.00 which was a lot of money to me &t that time. 1In i897, I made
& good wheat prop, gettiné.thirtyloﬁg‘bushels per acre and thereaftef
the cr;ps weré usuai{y good for many'years;

I lived'on the farm nntil.léo7 vhen ILWas alected County C%grk
in which office'iméerved for - five yﬁérs. ‘I . 8 Leputy—?hériff énd Jail-
er fF8§-1325 to'é7ug§g ?lectngto ﬁgf gf§§ce of'?he;iff in ﬁ?SE and ‘re-
Qléctea 1q 1934, serving Fhro&ghyi9$6{ I slso ser"ed&s'secfetary_of the

- . . & ..
County Election Board for several years. c
o .- 1’ i -
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