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”Innm«m with Mr. William Shell.
. 3tilwater, Oklahoma.
'Father~-Toss Shell
Mother-Jennie Walkingstiok.,

!

William;Shellj:a ruiiﬁlé&d Ogééokee, was born in
Goingsneke Distriet, Oherckee Nation, June 2, 1872, His
parents were Ioas.Shell and Jennie Walkingstiok, Oheroke;;,
both natives of the Chervkse Nation, . !

Jphn D, Shell, the father of Toss Sholl? came from
North Cerolina in 1838, He settled about three milea
east of the town of Vestville now, The place is now

owned by Jim VWelgchel., John Shell is buried on this farm. >

" ghell branch was named in honor of this oid settler. ®

“the second ehi1d of old John Shell. '

o . WARLY LIFE

Q1d John Shell's children were Jesse; Toss, Jim,
Charley, John, Jr., and Susie, They are all dead,

William, better'known as Bill, was the son of Toss,

\1\\

-
A “‘

Toss married Jennie Walkingstick and to thi® union

&

there were-eight child'ea_born, namely: William, Laura,
Lydia, Sallie, Shsie, Ada, Jonanna, and Jesse, The latte-
¢till livesfon the old home'pla?ai

lost of Williem's early life was spent on a farm .

operated by his fatha; on the Shell brahoh shout E%F

N
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miies southeast of the present town of Weatville Oklahoma.
The ramily lived .on this farm until William was about

ten years old then they moved farther down’ the branch on

Al

-

the placs known now as the ﬁenry'Downing place. lis father
traded for this -place from some Cherokese,.giving in payment
8 snall pony.

) After moving to their new home, thej started faming

on a larger scale, the new. farm consisting of ‘about twenty-
five acres. Corn was tHe principal crop among the full
'bloaas at that time. Thisicould‘he used for food 1h 8C many

wa /8. The land was fertile in those dajs and averaged about

1

fortv bughels to the "acre. TN | ?

¢

'}aheat was also raised on farms that wers older where .

' there were not many stumps. Willism was veared in what

reorle would term-in thosefdays a well-to-do family. They

usyally raised plenty to eat on ths farm end owned several
head of stock, and”usually #illiam's father would have the

woods fdil of hogs. -

~

william, being the oldest member of‘the family of shell Y

children was forced to famm with his father at a very early'

P

age. He was taught everything that went with fnrming. He

Was a g00d4 teamster with oxen when he was twelve years old,
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He remembers the summer that the Kensas (City
Southern Réiiroad went through the Goingﬁnake District.

The contractors workeu some foroign people who _were

\f’
o

vary fond of cucumbers. Mr. Shell planted about three

acres of his land to cucumbers and they sold every cu-=

cumber they could spare. Tne sans on watermelons. This

railroad went throush ebout 1884. Ailliam has spent-mah&- .

<

days watching the workmen when they were building the two
bridges across the haron River and thé‘Shall Brench."

They lived on the Downing place five‘}eqis. T:en

they move! to a place east of the hhﬁtm}re*plantation.w

]

" This place'was'kdownnéa the Zill iorton place in the east
Peavine ‘community. .
2111l Morton was an oéd seorgia Zherokee, At this tine

William was ebout Tifteen years old. After movines to this

LY

place he attended school at old Peavine, completing the

3

o
fifth srade, at thet time considered a fair education.

»

Charlotte Whit@ire was one of Lis teachers, and

amo.g his 'sdhgol mates he recollects at that time are

¢ .\,’,

%illiam Englqﬁ%,; saac qrittenden, Hooley Blackwood Hhrtin

Blackwood, nhéﬁnvvogner Joe Proctor, and Bon Knight, o

1‘

v.l\ N
[ \ ’\i\"’ix



13

SHELL, WILELAMiiii?EﬁVIEW. | S .
e s el e e

' a S ‘ 7 Je3vs
. : ' . CHURGH, ~ . ) -

P

~_‘Th£ earliégq‘épufch'th§£ he reﬁgppers anytﬁipg about

was the old Pcavihe'cﬁdfqh which is sometimne called 3ig’
’iéhed. This was.on;,nf’thc_ggriiesé eh;rches Qs{abliShed .

in tbe Cherokee Nation. As"toia.to him by‘hié féfher; Toss,

thia ¥89 & place of worship before the Civil 8T, _ There
- 4 -~ \\

‘wsalno building at that time. h“very sum.er they would build T
a larse arbor., The Cherokee’people callec {v the 1! Lued

in their language and 1t was just calle¢ that im ‘mslish.

After the Civil Jar this place was replaced by a ' X .

building that the-"herokees 'uilt.  jJilliam, himself,

-

attended services at this plece sever:l years later. “he.

building waé’ of leg construction,partitioned inte four

———

large rooms. The chimmey was built ir t.e center of the

-~

.
building. There was & fire-place in each room. Among

the-earl} day church workers were Nelson Terrapin, 'ir.~
& - ’ I

Gritts, Folfe Coon, .Johnson Spédezhﬁornsilké, “edbirds, -
and the Titchers. This old church was loceted about five -

miles north of the present town of Jtilwéll, Okiahoma. An

o{d cemetery merks the location at the presemt ti—e. .ome

,of tne old 'inisters of that time are buried at.this %lacé.

$ .
i N 1 -
A . - ‘|‘
R, v , s
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After statehood this building was torn down and
moved %0 the present Bapéiet of Antioch farther down
‘the brecgh., At this church @ill he found some 013
benchas thai wcre.ﬁade‘before the Civil Saxe A regord
book of Japtein 3Smith Christie during that war is also
. fourd et tﬁ;a placa, Juith Christie wag & Naptain in
one of the arnics during thei war, whether ﬁorthe;n or
Southarn is nst knawa,” '

“Tais »0ok was the progerty of the Government, how

be
1t came %o Ahere or o brouht it the:e, ne one in

~

t's commuity knowse This dook gives the account of the

expendi tures 5f 'is army LAY one year,

i
| PR

-INDIAN COOKING
. ®

‘The fullblsods ate the simplest of food at thst
tire, What was to be found on most of ths tables in
this ocmmnnity vas Boan~b 2ead, beans, vxild meats nnd
some Wind of dried fruit. The rruit was easily found "

a2 1t grow wild 1f most placsé% The first oxdhard that

‘was ever planted in this pars of the “her okee Nation‘was

by Qh o]d Ohorakee bg ‘the neme of fangu;ﬁeo. Ris plage ~

'”wis:lohayed qbguy'fichﬁiies nprthesst ot the towmn of

4

80
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Stilvell, The Gherg)kegs laughed &t this msn when he
. . e ‘ c ‘ ‘ ¢
was getting out his treea. He told them that he was

©
going to cultivaie th&ma .

Every thing grew wild 1n way of rruit at that time.
Indian peashes grew {n the woods, This peach was a black
. pea~h, The Oherokees muld _gather them in August when

o their ripened and dry them over a fire. 'l‘hey did net dry

iy

. ';eaches as they dild" the apples, ﬁ’y dried apples in thé
.sunshi;le on the roof of the house, |
Thez*é ‘we're. no rruit jars as there 'aie now ae thei'e_
was nothing canpeds AIL OF the frult was dried, ' Berriss
were nof’ put np as we dp now.‘ They vgére" eaten while the.y(

lasted 1n the summers: The strawberries at that time were

L]

as large as. tame berries ar?'mw. ' Some Cherokees would

——

pick them and sell them to the merchants at Tvensville,
g&ting twenty five. cents per azallog for them.

-Squirrels wsre 80 thiok tha‘t s0Ome summers they would '
uf

: o
s ruin corn pat@has by gnawi ng on the pJeid sging ears. Squirrels

smigrated every 1uur ar five evrs 1n thoss days. .

-

*f““”%‘ 3 Wild mea*'\vaa also found on. almo’*st every table at tha*
1\\\ *

time. Deer, turkeys,- aquirrel ‘amd meny other sm_all animals

-~
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wore found in abundance. There was no trouble t0 go *
out ;:um morning and find as meny as ten or twelve deer
in a bunch. Same'in turkeys. At one time the tﬁr&eys
were 80 nuuercus that it was impossible to rgise ﬁeana

as they ate them ups

Bean-bread and hominy were théir chief foodse Home-

_ Jny was d{fferent from what we cell hominy now. What
we -call hominy now wes called "skin-corn" at that time,

This hominy was made from corn thaet was beat up in an

~ - ¢

014 mortar, The gri;s were then ‘gooked, making lots of

julce in the aooking. This was set until it .turned

sour. Meny old timers would drink a eup of this hominy’

L ani a plece of Bean~bread forubreakfégéz They would go

to the woods and sty a11 day.‘ Whent you would see snme
v P ———

old Gherokee in the woods in.those days, he usually.had
a piece of this famuus bread in his packet for his mid-
° e . L - ]
'day 081

Some Oherokeés were good hunters. They hud made

— AR e

>
arrangements with some of the msrchants in the towns so0

they had a market for their kill. Old Fohn Cheway %8s

™~
'nsidered the best hunter in the Goingsnake Diatrtot.

) - . ?
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- The 0ld men was W tghey in his hunting. He could tell

-

when to go amd when not to gos He was the sams way ab ut -

fishinge He could catoh any kind of fish he wanted. . He 4"".'

knew where the different fish fed, Same in the hunting.
There.was not & family in the Cherokee Nation that'
aid ﬁb‘égut meat if they ha’ the get-up about them'%g
get 1t, Hogs were wild emd everybody had a eleim in the
wocds, o eane wou;d say anything i{f you killed one for
your om use, Just so you did uot sell i, S .

Mgst of the early cooking was done out ;u the yérd.

i : e - .
There were no 000k stoves in the Indian eountry. The

- .

bread was baked iw an 0ld time oven out in the yard.

The meats _were all eooked:.on the fireplace in potse

DYES -AND PAINTS

The Fherokees‘dtd not paint up, as other Indians

.did. Tho only thing they painted was their baskets.

' They dyed their yarn that theﬁ ‘made. A1l the dyes were

made from bark of trees, The willow made a yeﬁlow paint.

-

Walnut mede & greens T e :

*  Theare was got a house in the Goingsnaks Distriet that

¥ e

was painted be“ore the strip Payment in 1893, _Thd Cheroke -8
w. :1 N ‘N‘ A N R

-~ N

|
|

|
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then builded better homes and all alm¢st alikg. They

<

//érected two story buildings.
INDIAN MEDICIME

Alllor th; medicine at that time was b¥ought from
the~wood§. Herbs wore used %6 cure sickness, And doo=-
't seing by fire was enother way that the Cherokecs oursd
.siékness. There wexre not so hqny~kiq§s of commni cable
disea;ses at that time. The only t’hing\ that was eommon

" Wes the Summer Chills. The most dreaded disease smong

‘z

the Charckeee wae Consumptions Later t1s disease w&s

called T, Bs The Cherokeos claim that this ocJ;;\be

cured, But they. are very particular in the way bﬁey dog-

‘tor this éiseaee. They were dead shots in doctoring
shakqebite, burns, ear-ache, tooth-ache, and aolds. Far
the ear-ache and tﬁe tooth-ache they used tgbaeco. They
" fixed this toba~co for the patiené'to gnbke. The tobacao
Jm=de ym siok,if your pain was gons when you awcke you
would‘nev;r,have another tootheache in that tooth, It

would t&.l oub ltselt& VA

~

-e.;- For burnse they doatored with water. Fof énakeQbiﬁe

they used fires Thoy st11l ean doctor these at the ppessut,

t’. e 0~

——
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THADING AND MILLING POINTS |

The ealey day first trading pos:nta were Evansville,
Silosm and Oinolnnatl, They did all their treding at
Oinoinnati but after. moving to Peavine commmity, they did
their trading at Eﬁ'ansvi—lle.

Silosm was the early day town. After the strip pay=
ment this place became a himy town for all of th:Chégokeas
built néw homes and they bought all their lumber fram this '
place, ‘ |

~ Their wheat mllliné ﬁoint was cim;ignati pr a 1ittle
. south of the present cinoimiati. There was ‘a m}ll Oper.atad
at this place called Moore's ﬁtll. . "

"Tlgei‘r oorn milling plaég_f;gsﬂli Wrightis place on
Baron rc;rk\\czjgak. fheir water mill ves 100530(1 about
two hundred yards west of where the Dutch Mills and the
Evansville Cresks form the Baron Rivers ﬁe Baren wes : .
darmed up ‘at _this plage with lerge '.nycamox;e légn. |

oo Thare was a]:\a.p a small. store operated at thi‘a plage
s littla la‘td}r. Meny Uherokees went ‘to this place svery

cr . ,
Satu;;dayo Mdsat of the milling was done by the wamen folks.
& . ' R . ,

j
\
‘- B — v .- -

14
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There wes also & saw-mill at thie place a little
later, It was also opbrated by the same men, Thig
was about the first sapbmill that was established in the
Goingnnake Distriet. ‘ * -

SGmatima later there was another sew-mill erected’’
at Dunean pripgs, neayr the present village of Baron,
Oklehoma, ‘éhxs-was‘operated by Joe Starr. SN

The first mill meltiﬁﬁad vas ran by water power..
Tho logging wag all done by 0x. toams. i -

Gi11) Henson was the best 1oggar at that" time. He

o« lived near the W;igpt Mill, He usually drove about six -

1t

yoke at a time, . Vo
CIVIL.WAR -+

- Bill doés not‘knaw much adbout the Oivil War, only

4

..... ~ -

what was told him by hié father and his grandfather. 5331 g
grandtather qu a Oaptain in the confederato Army in the

Oherokee Nation. ~Jesse Shell. ‘his unole, was also a ”{ )
Geptatn §n the conrederate Army. Jesse wag*in the baxtle '

of: Oane Hi1l, the 1arges§ battlg tought tn the Oivil fare.

o b

<94

Tho Shell part of- tha army rou%od the Fedarals. Thero” "

wero mnhy mex- killed?on both sidea fn this battle. Toms,, . -

PO
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FOLIIICS

=
B
«

&

- |
There were ohl§ %o political parties in the Ch?r—

okne'Nntipn in the asrly days. They were the Dowﬁing and_”’

L]
i

the ‘National Parties. . |

-

The National Patgy was, thé bunch that rema@hedlwith e
the Union-in the Civil War. The Lowning Party wes thé
o , n .
bunek that favored'the“So%th{w The Cherokees ﬁnbil‘thig

/

day are divided on this issue. William_says it does not take

much discussion to get thoss. two factions to fighting., In-
thé éiection of 1890‘there were’sevefal men killed. ’In this ™

&
election Johnson ﬂhitmire and Jonathan uhitmire, brothers,
i

“Fan for the Cherokee iegiq;ature from this Distriet. {olfe
Coon ran‘against the latﬁar for Sonator and they tlad for

the lace. A special election w85 held at Peavxne whsre

*-»

the ele»tion steal:ng was supp%sed to have ta#en place and

at this election ahitmira won by three votes. " The dls -

-

A

cussion of this }nci@ent vias §h§ cauee,of Joe Crittenden :

. R . 1 . .
getting killed. Ile was one of the counters. - .

¥
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ALLOTMENT. i
4ll of tho Shells-were “in ¢ ravor or the Anomgt. i
N
They balievod in each Ohorokoo havtng his share of thg\' 0
7 "v. e / “

public danain 11 which he 1ived, By allotting thi & per ‘%b
capita they oould 1mprovo their homoa. S0 in the 8leation
. about Allotment they all voted for the law, L

{‘

3 .
> ! , . 1
- .



