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with Mr. William Shel l .
Sti lwater, Oklahoma.

Fathar-Toss Shell
Mother-Jennie WaUdngatlok.

^. .

William Shell, a fullblood Cherokee, waa born in * -

Ooingsnake Diatriot, Cherokee Nation, June 2, 1378* His

parents were Toss Shell and Jennie Walkingetiok, Oherokeas,

both natives of the Cherokee Nation. ' *

John D* Shel?., the fathea? of Toss Shell, came from

North Carolina in 1838* He settled about three miles

east of the town of WestviUe now. The place is now

owned by Jim Welohel. John Shell is buried on this farm*

Shell branch was named in honor of this old settler*

Old John Shell*s children were Jesse, Toss, Jim,

Charley, John, J r . , and Susie* They are a l l dead*

William, better known as Bil l , was the son of Toss,

the second child of old John Shell.

. Toss married Jennie Walktnjsstiok end to thie union

there were ei^it children born, namely; William, Laura,

Lydia, Sallie, Susie, Ada, Jonanna, and Jesse* The lat te-

s t i l l live^on the old home plaoei

•Sp - - WJSBLY LIFE ' '

Most of William's enrly l i f e was Bpent on a farm .

ee
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miles southeast of the present town of Westville, Oklahoma.

The family lived .on th i s farm unt i l William was about

ten years old, then they moved farther down" the branch on

the place known now as the Henry Downing place. His father

traded for this-place from some Cherokee,,giving in payment

a snail pony.

After moving to the i r ne'w hone, they* started farming

on a larger scale, the new; farm consisting of about twenty-

five acres. Gorn was the principal crop among the ful l

bloods at that time. This could be used for food in so many

ways. The land was f e r t i l e in those" days and averaged about

forty bushels to the "acre. • ^ jf

' Wheat was also raised on farms that were oldier where .

there were not many stuiaps. William was reared in what

people would term»in those'days a well-to-do family. They
* ' V

1

usually raise.d plenty to eat on the farm and owned several

head of stock, and* usually <Villiamfs father would have the

woods full of hogs.

rrfilliam, being the oldest member of the family of Shell

children, was forced to farm With h is father at a very early*?
# * • >
age. He was taught everything that went with farming. He

was a good teamster with oxen v̂ hen he was twelve years old.

\
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He remembers the summer that the Kansas City

Southern Ratiroad went through the Goingsnake District.

* <

The contractors worked some foreign people who.j*ej:e___,______..

very fond of cucumbers. Mr. Shell planted about three

acres of his land to. oucumbers and they sold every cu-

cumber they could spare. The sai» on watermelons. -This

railroad went through about 1884. /Villiam- has spent-many •

days watching the workmen when they were building the two

bridges across the Baron RiVer and the"*Shall Branch."

They lived on the Downing place f ive. v-ears. Tien

they moved to a place east of the 'nhitmire* plantation.,.

This place was known as the bill Morton place in the.'east

Peavine^community. . -

Pill Morton was an c/ld Jeorgia Cherokee. At this time

William was about fifteen years old. After mdVin,' to this .
4

place he attended school at old Peavine, completing the

fifth urade, at theft; time considered a fair education.

Charlotte Whitmire was one of his ' teachers, and
* * *

aiioLg his ts'ffhQol mates he recol lects at that tiias are

7.illiaT\ Engl44^^>l.HSaac Orittenden, HoOley iilackwood, Efiartin

/Hogner, Joe Proctor, and'Ben Knight, ' ''
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CHURCH

, • The earliest ohuroh that- he remembers anything about

was the old PeavineChUroh which is sometime called ^ig

rShed. Tfiis was one,of the earliest churches established

in -the Cherokee Nation. As "told to him by his. father, Tossf

thia WQS a place of worship before the Civil < a ^ ^ There

wa*a no building at that time. Kvery summer they would build

a lar,<e arbor. The Cherokee people called i't the if; ,,hed

in their language and it was Just caller that in Vn=:lish.

After the Civil .Yar this place was replaced by a

building that the -Cherokees, luilt. ,/illiam, himself,

attended services at this place sever?. 1 years lat«r. '"he-
T t

"• • *

building wa^'of log construction,partitioned, into four

large rooms. T}ie chimney was built ir.. t:.e center of the

,building. There was a fire-place in each room. Among

the-early d.ay church workers were Nelson Terrapin-, Mr.*-
ft x "

Critts, ,Tolfe ^oon, Johnson ^pade, ^ornsilks, edbirdR,

and the TTitchnrs. This old church was located about ^ive . "

miles north of the present town of ...tilwell, Oklahoma. An

old cemetery marks the location at the present fi-ie. .Some

, of tne old 'inisters of that time are burled at,this place.
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After statehood this building «SB torn down and

moved to the present Baptist of Antiooh farther down

the brenoh. At this church will ho found some oJ3

benches that wore, made before the Civil V>ar. A record

took of Oaptain Sirith Christie during that war l& also

found *t this place, 3,-aith Christie was a Captain in

one of the arrJLos during that war, whether -I or them or

Southern is nut known."

Tais book was the property of the Government, how
be

i t came tq_/hero or rtio b:rou.3ht It there, no one in

tMa community icno??3# This book gives the account of the

expenditures of ' is army for one year*

.INDIAN COOKING

!Rie fullbloods atje tha simplest of food at that

tim«. What was to be found on most of the tables in

thip oonmuni.ty, tfas Bean-breed, boons, t i ld moats and

aome "-cijad" of drieol' fruit* The fruit was easily found

as i t grew wild,!a siost p.lacs#» The f i rs t o,r«Aard that

'was ever planted in this part of the Cherokee Nafiori'was

by -aft 034 Cherokee bv the name of Ta«Hetf-tfoo« Hie plage -

"wns:Xo0ated ab̂ put five miles oortheaet of the town of
, > " ' • • • • • - - -
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Stilwell* The" (Jherokees laughed 6t this man .when he

was setting out his treee* He told them that he Ws

going to cultivate them.

Every thing grew wild in way of fruit at that time*

Indian peaches grew in the woods* This pea<*h was a black

pea"h* The Qherokees would gather them in August when

-they ripened and dry them over a fire* They did net dry

peaches as .they did the apples* Shpy dried apples in the

sunshine on .the roof of the house*

There were no fruit jars as there are now a-o there,

was nothing canned* All df the fruit was dried* Berries

were not* put pp as we dp now* They were'eaten while they

lasted in the summer" <£ The strawberries at that time were

as large as-tame berries a ren >w. Some Cherokees would

piok them and sel l theiu to the merchants at ^vansville,

getting twenty five, cents per galiom.tfor them*

-Squirrels we»re so th.iok thtrt some summer's they would

ruin corn pat^ches by gnawing on the rois^ing ears* Squirrels
0 , c • • • . * fj"*' ' * . •

emigrated .every i"v;ur or five ^e^rs in tHose days* •

•Wiia meat^nas also found onalmoTst every tabl§ at -thji*

time* Deer, turkeys,- Bquirrel eaid many other small animals •



SHELL, WILLIAM. INTERVIEW.

' "-#6378

- 7 - •*

wore found in abundance. There was no trouble to go v

out some morning and find as many as ten or twelve deer
* «

in a bunch. Same'in turkeys* At one time the turkeys

were so numerous that i t was impossible to raise beans

as they ate them up* • •

Beaa-bread end hominy were the i r chief foods. Hom-

i n y was different from, what we cal l hominy now* Tftiat

we -call hominy now was called "skin-corn" arfc that time.

This hominy was made from corn that was beat up in- an

old mortar. The g r i t s were then cooked, making lot's of ,

juice in the cooking* This was set un t i l i t turned

sour,. Many old timers would drink a cup of th is hominy'

and a piece of Bean-braad for .breakfast'. They would "go

to the woods and s t ' y a l l day*. When you would see some
old Cherokee'in ths woods in. those days, he usually .had

a piece of this famous bread in his pocket for his mid-

day -r.eal* • . ' ' '

Some Cherokees were good hunters* They hud made

arrangements with some of the merchants in the towns so

they had a market for their kill* Old |Tohn Chewey was

considered the best hunter In the Goingsnake District*
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The old man was witohey in his hunting* He could t e l l

when to go ani when not to go. He was the same vray> ab «ut

fishing. He oould oatoh any kind of f i sh he wanted. . He

knew where the different f ish fed. Same in the hunting.

There .'was not a family in the Cherokee Nation tha t

did wiwiout meat i f they tia<; the get-up about them 'to

get i t . ' Hogs were wild and everybody had a claim in the

woods. No one would say anything i f you ki l led one for

your oan use.* Just so you did not s e l l i t . ' '

,M«|0t of the early cooking was done out in the yard.

Tnere were no oook stoves in the Indian country. The
K" • •

bread"was baked in an old time oven out in the yard.

The me'ats were a l l eooked-on the f i replace in po ts .

DYES -AND PAINTS

The Cherofeees did not paint up, as other Indians^ " •

•did. The only thing they painted was the i r baskets .

They'dyed their yarn that they*made. All the dyes were

made from bark'of t r e e s . The willow made a yellow paint".

Walnut mad© a- green. , •

*• There was not a house in the Ooingsnake Dis t r i c t that

•was painted before the s t r i p Payment in 1893. The Cheroke-s
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tb'eri builded better homes and a l l almost alike. They

/ereeted two story buildings*

INDIAN MSDIOIME

All of the medibine at that time was brought from

the wood6. Herbs wore used to cure sickness* And dac-

taring by f irs was another way that the Cherokeea cured

sickness* There wer,e not so many kinds of communicable

diseases at that time* The only thing that was common

was the Sunraer Chilly, The most dreaded disease among

the Cherokeee mxe Consumption* Later t j l s disease was

called T; B. The Cherokoee claim that this oouxtf be

cured. But they, are very parti oular in the uay th'ey doo-,

tor this disease* They were dead fljhots in doctoring

snakebite, burns, ear-ache, tooth-ache, and oolda. For

the ear-ache and the tooth-ache the? used tobaeoo* They

fixed this tobacco for the patient to smoke* The tobacoo

.m d̂e" yen siok,if youipain was gone when you awoke you

would never.have another tooth-ache in that tooth* I t

would fall out -itself» • .̂  • ' -

•«. ." For burns they dootored with" water* For snake-bite

they used fire« They s t i l l can doctor these at the

t in t . , " — - - - - - .

\
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TRADINa MD MILLING POINTS

The early day first trading points wore Bvanavilla,

Siloam and Cincinnati, Thê r. did all their trading at

Cincinnati but after, moving to Peavine community', they did

their trading at Evanarille*

Siloaa was the early day town* After the etrip pay-

ment this plaoe became a busy town for all of the Cherokees

built new homes and they bought all their lumber from this

plaae.

Their wheat milling point was Cincinnati pi a little

south of the present Cincinnati. There was a mill operated

at this plaoe called Moore's Mill* "
vwas

Their corn milling plaoe/at Ell Wright's plaoe on\' y
Baron Jorlc Greek, Their water mill was located about

two hundred yards west of where the Dutch Mills and the

Srensville Creeks form the Barou Biver* The Jaran «es

daBntd up at this plaoe with large .sycamore logs*

._.™TJi«rt was also a small, st.ore operated at thiu plaoe

a little later* Many Oherokees went to this plaoe every

Saturday* Most of the milling was tlone by the women folks•
v • : r \
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There was also a saw-mill at this plaoe a little

later* It was also operated by the same man* This

was about the first saw-mill that was established in the

Golngsnake District*
's ' " ' '

Sometime later there was another saw-mill erected-*

at jXmoan Spr.lngs, near .the present village of Baron,

Oklahoma*. .Tills was operated by Joe Starr*

. The first mill mentioned was ran by water power* '

The logging was all done by ox.teams*

0111 Henson wae the best logger at that"' time* He

' lived near the Wright Mill* He usually drove about six

. yoke at a time. ,

CIVIL-WAR *• * '

- Bill does.not know much -about the Civil Wa*, only

what-was told him by his father and his grandfather. Hii

grandfather wasi'ax Captain in .the Confederate Army In the

Cherokee Nation. -.Jess© Shell, his uncle, was also a ;

Captain in the Confederate Army* 'Jesse was-in the battle,
9 *K 4 * * , •

Qf-Cane Hill', the largest "battle fought In the, Civil War.
" - i , - " " " " • ^ " : "

• -The ShejJ.1 pert of *.the.*;army rotated" the Federals* There.. *'
* ' - . - .

 % r
 *> * • • • * '

were .many men-killed on both sides in this battle'* Toss,; .

hli father, w? s also in the army In that war*
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POLITICS

Thera were on3$^fro pol i t ical part ies in the Cher-

okee Nation in the 'aarly days. They were the Downing and,,

the National Part ies .

The National Party was. the bunch that remained vdth

the Union'in ttoe Civil War. The Do?m ing-Party wars the

bunch that favored'the Sokth. The Cherokees unt i l th i s

day are divided on t.hi3 issue. Willjbam_says i t does not take

muoh discussion to get those. t?'o faction-a to fighting. In

the election of 1890 there were" several men ki l led. In thiiT"

election Johnson ?/hitraire and Jonathan .ihitaire., brothers,.
' " * / . " . ' * " - ' i ' • •

"ran for the Cherokee-legislature .from this District., ,/olfe

Goon ran against the-latter for Senator and they tied for

the place, A special election was held at peavine %hsrev

the election stealing waB supposed to have taken place, and'-""

at this election Whitraire. won by three votes. * The dis -

cushion of this incident was the' cause ,of foe Crlttenden *

getting killed'. Ho was one of the counters.
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ALLOTMENT.

All of the Shell* were in favor of the

They believed In each Cherokee having hie share o f \ t h ^ ' >g>

public domain in i&ich he lived* By al lott ing thielper 'H

capita they oould improve their homos. So In the i leotlon

about Allotment they a l l voted for the law* '; • ' -


