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|
Ida Be Lawk’ord, ’ ’
Interviewer, ‘
september ¢, 1937.

~I Interview with i.iss bes.ie Li Seger,
( . «atan avenue,
Colony, Cklahona.

lr. Seger sterted his first work gmoneg the

r
\

Indicns in what was tien Darlington, Texes, in 1872, .w.

seger Tirst cane to .a.iita County in 1t83. ..s the cattle-

-

3" r.en haa all of the Indizn 1ls.d leaced i: Custer County,,

Roger 1ills County and ashita County, it was understood
that the Indizns wer. to do the fence buildin -, s=o they

izt be able to obtein wori. Ir. Seger vwis to ¢ve charge

» ~

of the Indi:ns. The firstﬂﬁpingﬂtc dc was to fi.4 & _lacse to
teiie nis fe.ily. He m.de the first wegcn track throu~h Custer

.'couﬂ%}\ggi Roger ..ills aid echita Coufities and came to Jeger
Coleny. :e founu & li:rge grove of trees, urd s he loved a
- ] .
Tforest, he, with the help of scre Indiens and cowboys, soon
Ld cecttorwood  logs tc buile a louse with a dirt rcof, which

. .

the cowbdoys declered weuld .ot leak, but this proved untrue.

at that time my mot er was the c¢nly wiite women &uc “her
Vo

" five children, llestha, Jesse, Lessie, Jobn and .ndrew, were

-

tie oﬁly white children in Lashita County. :other's hardships

’
t
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were very trying, but sle rever let her feelings be knqwn;‘

she always had a smile for every one as she ves busy from’

four o'clock iu the morziing, pre.ari:,: meéuls which consisted
£, P _

of fat szlt meet, ork, white gravy, cofiee, t¢.d biscuits.

the dinners™Were- betis, fat meat, sour dourh fried,e.l coffee.

I3 - - + 1] -
.ith all the care of uer children, ..ctler n=zver ceased to sing
. - .
durin- tne dgy. i.0st of the cowboys uere avay duri: the lay.

-

Some were tuildin rniles of f nece¢, some carin - ter the large
herds of cattle.
‘._, - —
There wis little comaunicatirn wit.. the rest ¢: the

’

world. I en Bessie ce~er, a duught r »f Jor.end Jary 3e -ers

N [y

-t that tire I was onl; a little irl three ye¢ s of & eq but

'
0 -

hee I remember c: going to the .leceé .here tie .oys did their
* ~

ccoking. They Lad & cuse :de ol pickets. 1n this souse.

‘. Yy ~, . 0y . -
wus a Tireplace. The wculd heve on nand & gack of flour..
- €

.Len the were ready to ueke bread, they would reke a Lole in

the flour, put beki:.: .owder, selt wnd weter encugh to Lake

dougse cnoush ror thelr steff., Then they woulé have e long
R}

stick which-the - would wre. the .dough ercurd cond ther hold 't
. . A .
over the fire. The. would ..&ve encther stick thet they wculd
1
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put a plece of bacon on. They would hold this over the .
. ,

bread and the drippirn s from the meat woul. fell on the

breed, as it beked, to se.son th. bread. Jacy .ould have

tin cups for their coffee. There was nc .. ea for k.ives,

forxs or spcors. Y.e couiG put suger ii tieir cofiee w.Q

.

stir it »itd a stick.

(ur nearest railroaa wes Celdwell, .c.se.. Lerlington
- was the neerest tradin, .cint w.al it resuired orc may to-
haul provisions o.. .aici we lived. .. lga the .owth Cancdic:

River to cross snd there was no bridre.

L

In 188Y, Grover Cleveland wic wes rresigent ordered all

tie cettleme cut as ther did nct live un fo their co: tracts.

A

Ihe, were tc give the fence builuin.- to/the indians btut they

~ad only 'a few Indiens. ‘They haa givéi wost c¢f the work to

tze whites. -wr. Seger the. m oved /uis frrily to Celdwell,
Kansas, whkere he had nlannei to ke his horc. e cene beck

to settle ur "is business an. fheu lezve (iluioia tor sood.

»

..other, however, had lost z¢r 1it'le dboy, .ndrew, the .inter

: ’ }

- et

we were in Csldwell, and ghe wes rot contert to star there,

~eSse L. Lee who war tugn 1iliter) a-ent of the Territory wes
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looking for a perscn who would take asbout five hundred of -
ghe mest backward Indians swcy from the tradicg post. L.

John burph; told him there wes only one men who c¢ould de
that and that man wes i.r. Johr ll. _eger, and nc would be

coming throu ‘h there that dey. .r. ilee said to send . r.

.
3

seger to nime. ir. ceger we.t to see vicot v wanted of

alme  len Lre. Lee tola hiin.of o ving the  hereries uad
.rapehoes eway fror. Derlington, ir. —erer siic, " o5 1 an

L3
\

leaving the Territory tc 1ind a pluce .l re ny <l iiwren .&;
H

0 to school,™ This buud or lindilans .ere considerea the

zost backward «ndicus in and srowd the .gency, ut . cther

E

in 188u, we returned to Cobb Creek to the. ola log house

wiich hac been owr home., I ked oo . la nates, wut my brothers,

so I 1.ved to.ley ith the sruirrels, tryi: to whistle iike

the birds and to iwmdtate other creatures of tie forest. In

©
a

front of cur ncuse stood & lerce welnut tree, whose linbs
w#ith their leaty coverings efforded © fuverite rlice Tor the

birds, squirrels and the turkeys; in the cenerous stade the

deer and co_otes stcpped tc rest anc tl.e wunderin- Indians-

-

-
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from _time to time, e&s t..ey chanced to puss would helt a
.hile beneath its skeay branches.

The Indians whom Father brought from the neservation
were placed on 2 tract of linu wiere they raiséd herds of -

cattle, wheat and corr and cotton. The nearest ;lagg to

market these products was .ichita, rensas. Lhere were

~

times when .ather would be in the .ashita Country for
weeks at a time ghoxing the Indisns tﬁe white @aﬁ's'way of
ferming. They -had few tesms cf horses, but they lesrned
to farm with oxen. They hed no thresher gt Tirst, but
they used wegon sheets amd sore eveil used sticks tc'round
the wheat out. ’

(ften Lothgr would not seé the race of eny white woman

for s long as six months, & roumauber that on one occusion

1y father and the Indiens hii:fifi#Ef'3EE}EE§E92,292—f0047_,,__,,,k
.4 upon t:ei} return they founc the baiss c¢f the .cuth o
Senedien .iver-full and na. to wéit there. i.other becane

worried .s our -store o: groccries was'Qery low =id aliicst

s week psssei before the river could e fordéd. une morning

...ther. celled wnd seid, "Children,theré is netuing in the



315

. SEGER, BESSIE L. (MISS) SECOND INTERVIEW © 9663

»
}

)

-6

house to eat"tgu It was notllong kntil an Indian on’ horse-

back rode up to see if we were all right. , Lother said, "Oavo,

T e

/ '
you go see if you can find Ixr. Seger. .e are without anything

to eat." Oavo obeyqé and ;resched the .river by nooa. The
water was going down, so he swem nis horse across the river
.during the A%ght.‘ He returned to our hYouse the next night
i th Father. '
In-the‘year of 1892, came the Lpenigé»to‘the- hite lan,
. 3 ,
and a great change came. It seemed as/g;;ry one was poor
and -some Qery poor. If it had-not been for the Indian school,
" Just being built, many of the claiii holders cowld not havé
stayed. The Seger Trainin. School thern hac a sawmill to
which they brought cottonwooﬁ logs to cut up into lumber. Some
_ of the homestesders an no. teams and lived in dugoutse g
Fatzgr‘gav; work tq'as_many as he.could. JSome would walk as
far as five miles. The ‘school first statted with one builéing,
made of brick that were made from t.ac ciay on the basiks of Cobb
Creek. Tuié.school tock in about fifty chilérecz. The employses'

scleries were from $25.00 to ¢80.,0Q cer ronthe. lany families

livei on corn bresd»ard weter. .t the time El Reno vies the

-~

-
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. nesrest trading post zad linco was next. THe farmers raised -

l

€

"t
\

-

wheat, corn end cotton. They had to heul it tc Il Keno. Corn
- ¢

was 10 cents, eggs 7 cents, chickens 75 ceats . piece when

they could sell ther. 11 of this produce was haule: by, .
tecin to sl Henc and .inco. It would take two days to make
R

the trip.

.
4

-

, Une yeer 1. Leger raised tlLirty waden louds @ rrodquce

to haul to .l neno. oue white ma.. went with the twent: -nine

.

I.dieus to sell the ' roduce raised on Jovermne.t leid. The

clothing the people wore those deys ..re mude froi ¢ ard 10

cent calico. The girls mede tueir iice cresses {ron. pele

!

&

cer yard

~reen, blué and Link ehgeseclsth thut-cost T cents

and froum ¢ to.4 cents worth of lace to trin the... I remember
' ¢

Ly father ‘ave ne & $0.00 vill %c svend for weerinu - a-.pérel.

o

I got a.peir of shoes for 1.00, & sailor het for S0 cents,

v

stockings 2. cents, shirt weist .1.85, a:d & brillientine
. * ‘
skirt f:r 2.00. I ceme hcome very hes p. over my weering

aunarel. Very few ladies wore ncts. oun bonnets were worr.
‘he farmers had mostly ponies. reed wis very scerce

s

“throush the ferming yeasrs. The ponies hed nothings to ewt

-
[
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e

‘ ’
2 in Jr. Bullird's dugout, one mile and a-hulf irom Colony.

Ir the .inter of 1684 thiey hed © schoolhouse buill one mile g
) : -

west. 1t mede a very goot school room the first .inter, but

standi i throush the hot Sumrer the boards . wirjed throu-h

1Y

end the next .inter thi.-schoolhouse w s very culd. Jhe wind
woul t coe through from the nerth and me e it ver: harl to

keep warm. . ‘ .
wrs. Scger wos the appointed postmistress. .. ‘ole s

woved the ;ost elght umiles west snd broke ceer Lolony. into

1

* - 2
towns. Jeger was tiree . ilesw st. .hen 1.y brother returned
&

horme ircr otromsburg, . ebrask:, where ¢ ted been o ptending:

college, he decided ko slirt a vtore ir Colony:jin 1297. ‘this

L

e did, c¢ud ue was appcinted nu ostmepter. The of fices were
= ' :
iwved froi. the Leger school tu hius store, «i1a my brother was \

1. the store business from 1897 t., 1905, stewurd :umberger
N . X * : ~

1 the first ocltcksaith slop.t o cotton sin was started in
Y - [ ) . ~ ' . =
iz¢es Or. Robinson wes the Sovernment coctor ¢ that time.

e ran the first drug store in Colony. Colon: 'church was

built as the results oféamacfforts o .lieverend F}guk wTizht

.
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in the Seger community in 189¢. 1!y father, affer talking
: ) - » ’ -
to lir. «right, decided that it would ve an excellent thing -

to build a church in the community as there wi.s none newrer

'~

than tiie Liennonite Church &t Sheliey. -eary whites atzended

~ 1 i el
the Seger ichool. )

1

Tather wrote to the ludian departme.t securin- consent

<

lc lay o}f a,piece'of'the schéql lend for e church.‘ 1t wes
not long until the church wes guilt end here the Indians,
\Eswboys an. farmers came to church. In 19C3, the first baik
was started and by this time there were twc stores, barber
shop, two blacksmith shops, & liveryfétaéle and a‘hctel.

In those d:ys of schoecl, the girls hud twe school

4
~ -

—

dresses and two cprons for schi.cl wears. The arren was worn
¢ week. .hen we recched hoze e woul: chén e our dresses,

curry up and -ut on sn old dress ito work in ai¢ & eir of
. &
-uoes hud to last the .inter tlrough. I. thoese deys we hed

Tt el our pothers t... G0 €3 tloy seid.

s ©
. L



