
lt BESSIE L. (MISS)SECOND INTERVIEW 8663 .

308



w» -->

- , • < ;

Form A-(8-149)

XR;<P r ; -v::<:- AD^L; ;^;RA
Ind ia r . -P i an* or IIIFU ry 1-r >-ct T - T Oklahoma

, RESSIE L . (MSS) SECOND- INTERVIEW 866

309

B.

rop->rt mad-5 on (datf) oeptember 9, 193 7

1. Nair.e I..is3 Bessie L. Seger,

I ,.

2. Post Office Address Colony, Oklahoma,

3. Residence ad drops (or looation)Katan_

4. DATECF PIR7H: Month i«arch , Day

5. Plt.e.<* ofojpirt*! Darlington, Texas.

year 1880

u. rar:e of '•"'a^hQrJoha u. oeger,.

7. vNair.* cf I ot.Lor I^ary.i^

,, f t ' p r inf-r-inti :. --.b ̂ ;t -r^

place cf bir th Cleveland,

cf bir th Oakland.
Aeunsylva^ia

yotc-s ">r co-nrlet'' nurr;/.:.ve by the field-WDrk^r -ieglir.^with tl:
lif^ ai l . tr.iry if fno Bf.rs^n interview3 '!. Refer t •> Manual for
<••;•' •••Mtd c.ih.i^ts end qitestioriG. C>r.:-inup on blank sheets if
r.'j -r'iry'_-ind attach', f ir;dy to thi? r-roi. Number of sheet.s
£tt'iC"'.oi 9 • -



310

oEGER, BEoSIE L.jL'US) SECOND-INTERVIEW 8663

Ida B. LaLk"ord,
Interviewer,
September 9, 1937.

Interview with kiss Bes.ie L; Seger,
..atari avenue,

Co lo ny, Okla hoiaa. "̂

Mr. Seger started his f i r s t work amon?* the
f

Indians in what was t: en Darlington, Texas, in 1872. iir.

Seger f i r s t caii.e to ,.a>;dta County in 1L83. ..s the ca t t l e -

&. ' r.on haa a l l of the Indian l&;.d leased i:. Custer County,,

Roger 1-dlls County and ashita County, i t was understood

that the Indians wer-. to do the,fence buildih •, oO they

rdf-ht be able to obt&in v/orlc. I.r. Seger v;t s to eve charge

of the Indians. The f i r s t "jthAn£, to dc was to f i .d a , lace to

take ids family. He m'.de the f i r s t wagcn track throu-h Custer

Roger . .dl ls and aohita Counties arxi came to oeger

Colony. Le founu a I t rge ^rove of t rees , ui.d as he loved a

forest, he, with the help'of sor.e Indians and cowboys, soon

\-d ccttoiJ70od logs to builci a l.ouse with a d i r t roof,'which

the cowboys declared would not leak, but_ th is proved untrue,

.•vt that t i r a my mot er was the only unite v/onitn &nc "her

' five children, lieatha, Jesse, bessie, John and ..ndrew, were

the only whi_te children in '..ashita County. Mother's- hardships
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were very trying, but sh'e never l e t her feelings be known. y

3he always had a smile for every one as she was busy from'

four o'clock i;; the Diorr.i«g, pre.ari i .r mei-.ls which consisted

of fat sa l t me^c ,,/ork, v/hite f,ravy, cof: ee, Ci.d b i scu i t s .

The diiinersTFe-re- befn.s, fat nea^t, cour dour.h fried ,sul coffee.

• i th a l l the core of ::er* children, * .ether :v-vtr ceaned tc sir.{:

durin • the d^y. Lost of the cowboys \.ere away duri:. the l&y.

Some were Uuil.lin r i l e s of i' ncc., sorie car in • V&r the large

herds of c a t t l e .

There vn-s l i t t l e corai.unicatifN:: vit\ . the -rest c: the

world. I en. Bessie -e. 'er, a douf.ht. r of Jor_:,or.d I t ry Se-er*.

-.t that tir.je I wâ  only u l i t t l e r i r l three yc n> of a ê  but

ho« I remember c: Going to the .lace ..here t i e .oys did their

cookiii^. They iiad a house i de of pickets . In th i s nouse.

VLS a f i replace. The would hc.ve on iiand a.gack of flour..
~ e

.hen the;' were ready to :;>ake bread, they v.oulcL nake a hole in

the flour, put b&ki:.:; rowder, sa l t and water enough to Liake

dour,i. --nou.-'h for their staff. Tr.en they Yiould have e long

stick v.hici>-they- would v/ra.; "the .dough around cr.d then hold i't

over the f i r e . The;..would ;.uve another s t ick that they vrculd
. 1
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put a piece of bacon on. They would hold t h i s over the
t

bread a;:d-' the drippii.-;s froiri the meat v.oul. fall on the

breed, as i t baked, to season the bread. Jncy y.ould have

tin cups for their coffee. There was no .. ea for ki.ives,

forks or spcois. 'i\.e; could pu*t siu^or in tl.eir coffee a.jf

st ir i t rtrith a stick.

Cur nearest railroaa V.JS >Caldv/ell, *.u.sa.,.* Lcrlirvfton
. /

was the nearest ^radi:^- .xint o.id i t required oi.c niaii to-

haul provisions o.. ..liich v/e lived. ..e iiaa the -oyah Cancdiar.

River to cross s nd there was no

In 1885, Grover Cleveland v/l.c vri.s .-resident ordered a l l

t.:e CLttlenc cut a^ the- did net live ur.yto their co: t rac ts .

" 7
I he... were tc give the fence builain.- to/tl:e Indians but they

.:ad only'a few Indians. The;' haa giy/:: luost ci the work to

tlie v.'hites. -».-.r. Se^cr thex. m ^red/his f-:.ily tc Caldv/ell,
• ' * /

Kansas, where he had planned to yfctke h i s hcr.o. e cen:e bj.ck
to s e t t l e up *.'io business ai.>: ychen le^ve .I:li.i.o::£ :or ,̂ c

..other, however, had l o s t her l i t ' l e boy, .Jidrev;, the . . inter

y/e were in Caldwell, an l s4ie was r.?t coi.tei.t to stay t h e r e ,

"esse I... I t e who war the4 i l i t a r y ^ e n t of the Te r r i t o ry was
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looking -for a person who would take about live hundred of

the mo-st backward Indians awcy frci.i the t r a d i ^ post. I..r«

John Llurphy told -him there we."a only one urn './ho could dc -

that and that man v.-&s I.r. Join. II. ^eger, and he would" be

coininp; throu h there that day, .. r . lee said to send '. r .

6eger to him. i r,v ^eger v e t to see /Let ,:t, .var.ted ,c:'

•lire. .I'.it-n .'..r. Lee tola hi:..-of r. vine; the < heye:.; es and

.jrapehoes eway fror. Dirliiigton, » r» -efer cuic, " o; I aii

leaving the TerritoT1/ tc rind a yli.ee .;!. re r̂ r c'. iiurer. . £.;

,--;o to school.rt This bc.nd or Indians ;.ere considered the

.-.cst bcickr.vard indices in and tsroui.d the ..gency, cut . ether

was willing to return whatever the ..^rdSiJlps^ rd^ht bu. ^o

in 188o, we returned to (iobb Creek to the- ola lof; house

v.nich Jhaa been our home. I had no wla'i^ates, cut my brothers,

so I 1-ved to . i -y \.ith the s-uirrelo, tryi:. to whistle iike

the birds and to iiaitate other creatures of t ie forest. Ir.

front of our ::cuse stood a lcrje walnut tree, .vhese lir;.bs

with their lealy c^verir^-s afforded u favorite rl.-.ce for the

birds, squirrels and the turkeys; in the cenerous sv,acie the

deer and co otes stcsued tc rest one the wonderin • Indians *'
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froiu^time to time, as t:.ey chanced to ptss would h t l t a

while beneath i t a sheaj branches.

The Indians whom Father brought from the Reservation

were placed on a t ract of lcnu where they raised herds of '

c a t t l e , wheat and corr. and cotton. The nearest place to

market these products was . ichita , Kansas. There were

times when ^ather would be in the .aahita Country for
i i * *

' - i *

weeks at a time sho.ving the Indi&ns the white men's way of

farming. They-had few teams"of horses, but they learned

to farm with oxen. They hed no thresher at f i r s t , but

they used w&gon sheets and,sor:e eve;, used cticks tc round

the wheat out.

Cften Lother would not see the :'ace of tny white woman

for as long as six months, i remember that o:; one occasion

i.y father and the Indians had trone to 3ar2a£igton__fox_lloo4r
» 1——-1—~

i :d upon tneir return they found the be!_-:s cf the .cuth

Cenaiiun . . iver ' ful l and iia - to ".v&it there . L.other becarae

'A'orried os our store ox groceries was very low uiiu aLiicst

& week passed before the river could e i'orSed. unt morning'

..-ther. called tnd said, "Children }there i s netting in the
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house to eat",v-. I t was not long hn t i l an Indian on" horse-

back rode up to see i f we were a l l r igh t . , Lother'fcaid, "Oavo,

you go see i f you, can find l<x» Seger. ><e are without anything

to eat ." Oavo obeyed a*id .r&sched the .river by noon. The

water was going: down, so he swain his horse across the r iver

during the night . He returned to our house the next nicht

•with Father.

In-the year oi" 1892, came the ^.^ening* to' the- h i te Ian, .
if

and a great change cane. I t seemed as/every one was poor

and -some very poor. I I i t had-not been for the Indian school,

* just being bu i l t , many of the claiu holders could not have

stayed. The Seger Training School then hue a sawmill to

, which they brought cottomvood logs to cut up into lumber. Some

. of the homesteaders had no* teams and lived ii: dugouts*

Fatr.er c^ve work tp as.ixny as i;e-could*, oome would walk as

far as five miles. 1'he 'school f i r s t s tar ted uith one building,

made of brick that vrere maole fron t.ic clay on tht- baijjs of Cobb

Creek. T..is school took in about f if ty children. The employees'

s s l t r i es were fron $^5.00 to ^Q.OQ ^er nonth. !..any families

lived on corn bread"-«arxi water, .^t the time £1 Reno w&s the
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nearest trading post tnd l-'dnco was next. Th'e farmers raised *

wheat, corn ana cotton. They had to haul i t to £1 Reno. Corn

was 10 cents, eggs 7 cents, chickens r.5 cents ^ piece wher.

j they could sell their.. 11 of this produce was hauler by, ,.

teur. to ^1 dene ana I inco. I t y/ould take two days to make

the t r ip . *

, One yet-r I-r. ~eger raised thirty v/a£cr. loc.ds yi produce

to haul to ^1 neno. ^ut white na.i went with the tv/cnt:-nine

1. dian-s to sell "the'produce raised on 3overniat. 1 land. The

clothing the people wo»e those days .,. re ride fro;;,;, ar.d 10

cent calico. The girls ntde tlit-ir i.ice dresses froi.. pale

.reen, blue and pink eheesecl.ith thct-cost Z cents ;er yard

and fro:;. Z to .4 cents worth of lace to" t r in the:... I rerr-ember

ty _ father Jave LX a vo.00 bi l l tc spend for v/eariii; a.parel.

" cl got a.peir of shoes for 1.00, a sailor lost for 5.0 cents,

stockings ZL cents,' shirt waist ..1.25, &:& a brill iantine

^ skirt f;r 2.CO. I cane hone very ha.p; over my \.earing

apparel. Very fpw ladies wore nets, oun bonnets were worr.

The farners had mostly ponies, reed \;i s very scarce

•through the farming years. 2he ponies "Ke.d nothing, to eyt
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but the grass. ^ The first school'for the white children was
« *

f

^ i n J r . B u l l . r d ' a dugout, one mile-and a-hnlf 2'rori Colony.
In the in t e r of 1804 they hed i. 3ch..:olhouse hu i l t one n i l e

)
west. J t mttde a very (;oot) scjiool room the f i r s ' t . i n t e r , but

standi if throw:h the hot i^imror the boardy. vr:rj ed t>irou-'h

rrd the next i n t e r thi . - schoolhouse w s very cwld. i'hy "v/inci

woul i" cd;.:e tlirou{«:h from the north ant m ,̂ e i t -/or; harJ to

keep warn.

l'.rs.'3<. ror vr s the appointed pos tmis t ress . f . 1 - , / o l e »

;..oved the ; o s t eipht jmiles. v/est and broke u^w colony, in to

towns, oegetr was throe . f l e a ' V a t . ',.hen i;r >>rot!<er returned

hone iron otr^msburg, . cbrosk: , where IO ii-d been ••^ttendinr,

col lege, he decided ,to s l i r t a otore ii Colony ^ n 1807. This

«he d id , tnd :ie v/as appointed -'-s , o s t e e ^ t o r . The of f ices vrere
•ife-

U'w'ved froi. the vl»eger school to hi;; store} « ni my brother v/as

i.i the store business from 1897 t... 1905. otewjrd ;.uL'ibei>;er

- i the f i rs t ^If.cks^ith .shop.' .». cotto.i .':ir. was started in

i-Av . Jr . Robinson w'. s the ricvernnient aoctor it that time.
* * »

e ran the first drug store in Colony. Colon; church was

built as the results of%ne «fforts o' .Reverend I~re..lf .(rijht
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in the Seger community in 1896. ly father, affer talking
> J

to I.'r.r ..right, decided that i t would be an excellent thing

to build a church in the community as there v/:-s none nearer

than the Mennonite Church Lt Jhelley. ->-££.£ whites attended

the oeger School.

7ather wrote to the J-ndian department securin- consent

tc lay off a .piece'cf the schooj. ls^na for a church. I t wto

not long un t i l the church was buil t and here trie Indians,

cdwboys an, farmers came to church. In 19C5, the f i r s t bank

was started and by tihis time there were two s tores , barber

shop, two blacksmith shops, a livery -stable and a hote l .

In those d'.ys of school, the g i r l s had t.vo school
s

dresses and two aprons for sch-cl wear. The apron ??as worn

t week. ..hen we reached ho~e ./e woitlz chen -e our dresses,

hurry up ajrd ;,ut or: an old dress to -work in a/.d £ ; t i r of

-lues hnd to l&st the ..ii.ter tl.rourr.. I., t'.ose d&ys v/e hed

t*o bl.: our ^.othero >...- uc f.s tl^y boid.


