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Name ; Thomas Sloane Celf,
8 miles west and a-rth or :
Hugo, 9klah-ma. .
Nate of birth--—----- ST . 1769 <
Place of b1rth---—------«—-—1—-Selfs, rexas, 2 miles north
. of !lloney urove. —_—
=03 119 J R ~illiam "arr->l elf, (white .an)
Place of birthe--eec-memccmanan Alabama.
Mother—memem e e Carolins, Jaxter Self, 1/4 Cherokee
In ian. -
Place of birtn-~-eece-sommcceaaa Geor;ia) 1:42,

**r. and Mrs, ?elf’par:nts f t*homas Sloane elf, ere woth

buried in the Snriag far-ily cemetery, sadHut a quartsr of a

nmila goutl »f the clity Limite of tu-o, at the end i»f South

@

Yighth Streset.

l

Yy mother wa- ‘rown when her fnther'"illiam paxter,

- 8 enllcted in the army durin- tle Civil &ar, and [ believe

.

éhgiswid tut he was st tioned at rort ?owéon, and that the

i

fanily moved t> Doaksville to be near him. T don't xnow how

long they 1iv:d at Doaksville, but I knorx that mny mother's
m.ther w s buried s% Noaksville in tl.e Noaksville cemétery.

tother's oldest brother %& also namaed *illiam~

b -

¥y
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e gll rought under the command of General Cooper. I do mot
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Baxter, and wes killed in action in the Civil Wer. A
11ttle brother of Mother's, nins years old, was killed

by the Yankees., Mother's sister, Jane, married Arch

—~

Ruseell.’ He slso fought in the Civil War and lived to

be & good old age. He 5136 ;t Caddo, Indian Territory,.
~about 1905. His wife, Jame, died ¥hen their son 8illy
\wuuﬁ)nnaaau was born in 1867. Eb was elght fays
old when Mgthor took hin and reared him as a twin to my

&2“" *

Billy vasrsherigf,of Kiamichi County, Indian Territory,

»

Choctew Nation, and im his capacity as sheriff was trens-

‘porting two prisoners to surrender them to another sheriff.

This sheriff was also named Williem Russéll snd lived at

' Demison, Texas. At Madill the train stopped to take on

~

water and the prisoners shot my brothpr to death cnd es~

caped. Tais occurred on Chriatmas Eve night in 1904,

randtaxhsr Baxter, ﬁilliam Bexter and Arch Russell .

‘know the meme of their companies:

L

MOther's father had only two brothers;one was

naied Eliaha'Baisér and hé was Governor of Arkansas when -

he died. The other brother,James,was a minister iﬁan

he died. .

1]

¢ l‘
q '
Tl

f .
sister Harriet-Self Springs, who now lives at Britton.' i)

Vo
v
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My mother's brbther,.lishn,naxter,movédgh‘“the Indian'
Territory 19ng years before wa did, and séttled ne-r 2addo: o 1“

That w:s the reason vg loved over here to the indisn tverri-
tory. .Ae wanted to.?p near tuecm. .slisha saxter raised a
lary: family out about thre- miles "ast of Saddo?%Oranvllle,
alter ani Zharlie Baxter‘gtill l;%e there. .\ éauqht~r,

Naisy, wilo 1s !'rs. fuy Crossett, lives in “addo. #F. ‘rosset

- .

is tue putlisher of » neyspaper at Caddo aud fro uenti, writes

:r hag .a hal "-sise=r 9t "wddo.  "he is

f3r wagazines.  lotl

Josephine, widow of 7lay)\rrecny. ~he was sixiy- oisht yeurs

old iuast April. ) ) . ’
5 N : ) -
Nother's sist r, veity narried Geor;: .aks ..» was ne-

ei-hth Choetaw Indian nd slo was alse » broth r to Tem .. oakes.

They h d beeh merried sight months when her clothin,, cau,ht fire
.‘ 0y * \' . .. N .

frem a fire arouni a wash pot, and she w:s “urned to - eath. ‘then

v . o .

teorce Naxes marcied 'fissie, - dauchter o Jolon:l ~im N. Folsom

of Noaksville.

N
-

"othér lived until June 19th, 1915. She w-s seventy-three

=2

.jear. old when she died. "hen we moved from “elfs, Texus, to 7addo,

.

T w2 jJust a lad. 8ill Ruseel was & coudle of years older. rather

ot 'dissatisfied and returne: to rexas, and lert Bill and me to

‘finish tLe crop that was harely ctartgd. 7e gathe-ed it and then

#2 roturned {o ‘exas, to find that "a hhd.ﬁhe *"Territory tever®
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a%z;j} He was arranging to move over lere nasain, so he,

2 Husgel and [ came over that ring, and c:unﬁd at

the home of Geogge'Oakes, “e brouxht a humdred head of

cattle =ith us. amd "a pretenned to sell them to George . ,

- &

Oakes, rvcause no white wan was permitted to have more

than ten cows and calves in the indian rerritory and
© " '
every white man had to vay ~5.00 per year per it to

keep ten cows 7nd calves here but the Choc.nw. citiMns ™

3

were ~lidved to own all the stock that they cared to

o A

aet tozethor. lie brand w:s . 0 HaT J.
o - - ﬁ;
After T had mur ied an Indian girl, and h-d

become 1 citizen of the Choctaw nNation, [ clalzed the

.

cattle, and we dtrandel them-with the mule shoe “rand.

-

This »randi consisted of tro mule shoss -ith = bar over

fhem on the si e and one on the hip. ™e raised cattle

-

by the Hundreds. .Jur grénj w1 Known all over the
Choetag Nasion and up to the lines of Ta;as and Arkansaq,
“hen Tath->r digd we rounded up sixty.thpusani dollars
sorth of his cattle =nisold them to John Helm, present

Sheriff of‘Pushmatahu 26ﬁnty. Those uere father's

.

individual cattle. “e had a wray of distinzuishing: his

e

brand from mine, even though -<e both bLranded the mule shoa.
tle kent all the chéice‘galable cattle sol. off eachHSprin;,t

\
- A
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but he still h~d sixty thousand dollars worth of cattle

-

. on the range wheh hd died. ™e mever raised many hngs,
just enough for our wn meat and for guests, and we
always -had pleéty of -rupLts,

'
. Qur home wns a typical "Rangs=rs Hotel". No parson

—

ever went away from our house hungry. the table wus kept
8&t day and night. Any range rider‘or sny member of the

family could come in at any tine of the davy or nignt and

L3
fingtplenty to eat either on the tatle under covers or
L

in the two big old kitchen sates that stood on elth r

side of the hall. rhe long table occupied the centrq%;

‘ -
7
v <

part of the hal. anithe extreme south end of the hall’
1 - B
was used for a bed room. ‘the hall w-s about twenéy-

eight Teet long nnd'it ran clesar through the housse,

\ .
The Spring that we came over here 1 guess was aboutb

1384; we sele:ted a builling site,:about'four and a
half miles 3832,9f the present town of Hugo, and about

a mile north of Hugo. ' . _ N

The locationh was upon the prairie & talf mile or
. /’ .
so from where “alt "reek rlows south, and was about a

.

mile south or the famous salt springs, wh:re ,p, Hobert

M. Jones and ¥r, ‘homas wifiiam Dakes attempted the

manufacture of sialt. ™e made rails apd fence’ lots

364
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and patghes for corn: and other resd; we cut poles out-
of whiéh 50 make corn cribs fnd horse oarns(ind all

y .

e kinds of >ut buildings. . Te built Temces and plenty

of out bﬁildingsm 1ncluding 8 sadlle house becausge
t%ere were so mahy or us boys and each hxd 8 “owmn .
saddle: Bill and [ then went t¢ haulingz lugher from
" the éaw {11l that helongzed to Di:cx Indke .victor ',
Locks, sr. ) . i//
F{qm_away upon One 356@5{ southeast of }ptlgrs,
.w; hauled lumber enoush &t bgiid~two i3 X 13 toot rooms

two siéerqoms and the hal;4( 7e had to hagl th&ﬁ lumnber

for twenty‘miles. e made our bbards tor roafing. Mr,

’

o

- // . )
Thouteau, s Frenchmnn}hxilt the, chimneys of nxative stone.

%o gut un our windi-r's supply of huny tha: ummer tao. e

P w0 -
////just cut it out »n the prairie, and stacked it in the lots
o L
e around poles. It would turn ‘.ter, when properly stocked.

Hothef or. . the girls nnd the little boys came over
zhen the house was completed. The big east room was alw:ys

the "Boys™ room. .. was strictly for the boys and their

.guests. The "Girls" room was immediately Mack of it, and

+ ., the kitchen was across the hall. 'The hall was alweys the

ra

dining room with the sduth end r-served for an extr: bed
~ - ‘ AN
room., The west room was Yother's ro m and the -ensral

U

iivihg I'oOm. ''here werc alwnys two.bels in it one in
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-the hall and always three in the Fast room and two in the
éirls' ro>m and oﬁeach one all over the house was a big‘
feather bed, a feather bolster, and a pair of feather
pillowg. My mother had maqa’hll of those pillows,
bolsters, and foather. beds hefrsenj, ﬁy picki;lg th&:'
feathera off of ducks -and geese ﬁh;ch she had.raised,
and‘fs her children yar?ied!‘she gavezegchiéouple‘a
ferther bed, a pair of pillows and a.bolster,‘and ths
lineng for them, ani five‘quilfs: ‘She.would always
have on hand, in the’storeroom, a lot‘of‘thin>§ags‘of I
feathers curing so a- to keep up her supply of beds,
and to take th;-;iac; of.th? OAGS‘WhiCﬁ she gave awgy.
Pa and Ma ;;ared nine oé tﬁeirlown children gd

¢ .

be grown .ni they were all married but one. TFalter wss

killed by a train at the Goodland railroad stati»m when

he was sixteen. Mother reared several orphans and partly

2

. e ‘
reared sev:.ral others, and when these orphens were married

she gave to them just like she did to her own children.

J

-

bccdsi)nally she would have a4few f2athers to sell. That  °
moﬁsy and the monsy that the waol brought was stficﬁly

Maf's moﬁey. And she always héd a researve fund for her

-~

J ' ; :
children when they got in a ti.-ht and needed money. We1

rha_d a big flock of shsep and they were hers. '[n a big

\
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old kitchen safe in the Béys' ¥0Jm was her reserve supply”
of qu}lts’thoh wéré all new and ocut of that supply mothgr
gave quilts to her children as the} were marricd end’ then

she woulg"ko to making more quilts. She kept the kitchen \
‘safe full. Then her everyday quilts were stacxed on nd
in a big chest in the mm1ll. Mother‘and her daughggrs made

al. these quilts. I was about to forget that mother

always gave each one of her children wh> was married =
vair of red wool blankets. These blankets were ali wdol.
>—

There wers front doors to th~ “ront ro-ms, then ell
™, )
the

other doors led into the hall and out theé back of the
A : .

-

\;‘ -

hali. Phis\héiiﬁﬁég“Been the place where many a notable.
of pione-r Indian Territory hass put his feet under the
table and eaten as fine a meal as one could find anywhe-e
in the Indian Territory. T have known my mother to bake
a hundred biscuits for preukfasg,.slice 1 whole ham the
night*bofore, make coffee Teal strong in a big old tea;
kett.e, and have another kettle of boiling water to thin

]

it with, o
'Fathér\churned always, and always while la cooked
breakfast; she used a big wash pan to taxe up butter in,

and put it on the table in a big bowl. 4 pound of but ter

would ju t be a starter for the crowd who usugally ats at
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her table. They would milk about ten cowa daily.

Grace wns always said st our téble. If Pa was
not there to return thanks, Ma woulq do it or one'or the
boys. And we always felt like returning thunks too, for
those meals. ‘

Billy Russel was the oldest boy; I was next, then
‘George; DaQe, ¥rank, Charlie,~ Doss and 'alter, teorge's
twin died. The xirls were llarriet -nd Nanpie. rhen
the orphan ;irls whom T ;edall were T.ula ~“pring, llannie's
ddugi?er,gnd Nancy ?bt;er._‘ ‘there =werc others wh> stayed

just u few months or yeire. I have xnown my fatler and

mother when they wouli hear of some children heing

-

orphaned going for miies to bring these orphans to our
- home and cars for them until they were esithser srown or
provided with other-homes. If the; nezded. new clothes)

Pa bougat the cloth and Nofler wade the clothes. It

r

P

thiey were sick Pa got & cwoctor for then.

whén‘any'Sr ~a's and la's married children

died, Pa always-aig ﬁhetdoqﬁor's bill and burial
expensésf Never 7id né éermi% a widowed .dau /hter-in-
law to bear that expénée, and . he al;aya bousht 240.00
coffins. |

. Nobody got up before sun-up at our house,
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unless theri/*gg/;;;; specinl reason. Pa always said

from sun to sun wos long enough for anybody to work.

He was a wonderful success., He wns a good manager, though

he could nefther reai or write. e could not evan write

A

-
his mame. Just anybody siznad his checks and he has a

certain mark‘bh&h&hﬁmmqpe and his bankers always knew |

r

‘that mark,

Alongs about 1904, the country ar.uwc Hugd 9t so
fenced up that thers we; not enougl r+nze for my father's
stock, so he sstablishsd a runch upon Rock Gréek, fourte :n
miles southeast of Antlers, just north of Hattan, and
was there about sevep years when he died.

Then Qe lived on the ranch east and north of ﬁugo,
' . .
in 1834 or 1885, Zill Russel and | carried the mail Tor
eCbout threes years rrom Longview lndian territory po
Doaksville; xnd‘thence tO'andlﬂnd and iel*on.

4

Longview was a post office in the home of yeorge

Oakes, nnd was two milés south of o&r ranch, and the old

house- st11l stands thres miles east of :ugo, just o

I

-hundred yaris or so up in the pasture off the Highway K |

. . -
. running eust-to rort rrowson. e tsok turn adout carrying

the mail, but Pa must have bag the contruct, becuuse we

-~ LY . . ‘
.wers s¢ young, and we never saw any money, out 1 imagine

L

i
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Pa got about 3%45.00 per month. e would go to Longvieﬁ ‘O
get the mail and strike out 6n the old iilitary road

east, then northeast past the head of Dry Creek, past .

‘the Indian ball ground prairie, to Hock "“himney crossing |,

on Kiamichi river, where Mitchel Tilliis, & negro-Chocteaw
)
ran & ferry, thence we would go to boaksville, -where 4dward

. Tims was postmaster. Te élways returned the same day

——

or tried to do so. ﬂbnce or twice the river rose past the

ferrying atae after we got over there. Wr. Mitchell' put’

L4

us across the river many times, 1 remember once when Hed

river had run down so rast that the Kiamichi w:s swift .

and wator wos all over the bottomé too?i;hat ¥r. ¥itchell
would have been atraid to-rerry us‘acr;ss but, rortunately,,
we were on the home side.
On ‘Tuecsdays 78 woul again ;0 to Longview, get
the mail and travel the 'ilitary road a couple of miles, '~ o
then angle off past Spring Chapel, and on west to the
home of Silaé Bacon, "in which the .uoodland Fost Office
was iocated. 'fhat was ch; original yoodland Post . . é%;

2

!
Ofrice-gnd it wns loecatad in that Qld hewn log house

&,

that is gtill standing. After the railroad camfe throuzh

the Post’orrice'was ioved to the statigﬁ ot uoodland

orphannge, in = litile building oft by itself, where 1t - 1

~
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When we left Uoodlaﬁd we travelsd we t  just a’
Llittle way until we struck tie mouth of sBoggy road which
led t9 the, ?ilitary foad, which ran east and west frrom
cDoaksviile to 01d Jennington, or Jackson I gueas it was
then, and when we struck the mouth of Bcgay road,‘wé
followed it north éhqgt three ..iles, where it intersected
the wilitary roasd; we crossea that andbtraveled a‘tréil
of our own which led us regularty past Dick Roebucx's
'place to Nelson., vJust here T want to ~ay tha' the.
fgad that ; travelsd with the gail ran {rom 3pring Chapel,
west between the Levi Spring and Charlie Sanguin place
which is about a miie southwest Qf Huéo and then on west
about three miles to the Bacon home.
Erom the-Dick Roebuck place to Spsncer Academy
there were onty th houses in sizht, they were James
‘ Usray's'and Judge Tom Oakes', Aad they were not within
"holléring"'drstancé of the rogd. I was not/allowed to
léave_the:regular trail or route, and t . only place .
where T could ;et a drink of water on t at fifteen mile
irip was a seepy spring out theve oh the prairie about

half way between the Roebuck place anl Nelson. It was &

poor spring and sometizes I had to run the cattle out of
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it to get a drink, but’ it would sure téste good after '
riding in the hot sun so far. We always rgpurned ho@o
the same day or that ia;/we carried the mail back by
Goodland and to Longview. Then it was all repeated
on Thursdays and Saturdays; on alternating days we
made the Doéksville tripe
I would- have liked to have stopped at th: Usray
ﬁlace every time Y passed, but I would just have to .
wait until Sunday, because of not being allowed to
leave the regular route. Then the “irl and I decided

to et married. Her name was Annie Maud Usray. She

cost me a huddred dollars, which I lnd to pay for the

*license, after T had gotten ten men to sign a péper

~ to the effect that I was honorable and upright, and

would mske a good, substantial citizen. I presented

that paper, with my hundred dollars,to ths Reverend Mr.

-'8ilas uacon, whd was County 7lerx, :nd he wrote out my

license and we went over on Long Creek to the home of

¥r. Parson Millar and were married. That ceremony

" made me a citizen of the Choctaw tribe, with all thqir

rights and privileges. It gave me a right to vote in

the Choctaw elections and gave me also a right to m

\

allotment of land. C ‘ a

«®
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Annie Maud add I kept house ' for Mr. Jim Usray
the first year we were married. Then we moved to the
Usray plsce on ;;he road about‘mile southeast of Spring
’bhapel. We lived there a couplg of years, then settled
on our place aoouf eight miles west and two miles nortﬁ
of Hugo. Hy the way we usaed to éo stfaight across the
prairie; our place w 8 only about eight miles f:fm ﬁugo.
There »e reared our famil} and there we lived for forty
years or more. There our house was burned and we moved
into this shack where we live now. f. .
; My father nesrly always had a deputy sheriff's
commission, and carried &« sun. Once aftr; he had been.
warn;d to 1ook out Tor an escaped horse thief, father
rode out on the road which he thought the horse thief
would come alon,;, and was patroliing it when the tellow
.rode alongside of him. Mather attempted to pull his
gun and arrest him, but the thief was too quick for him,
and wrenched his -un out~of his hand and,shot at him until
he emptied the gun. Pa always said he out.ran th#bullets.

He swam his horse across the river to et away from the

thisf. That fellow would have killed ai: 1f his nim had

-

€

been good, because he was desperate. You know phey

hY + -

GXecﬁiedhorse thieves here in those days. TPa wad a member

of the Anti-horse-thief association.



