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GeoTge ’=a’nders,'a fullblood Cherokee, vas bém}' in

) ' Goingsnske District, I‘.eéem_be_r 17, 1860. iis jarents were

/
Cherokee. , His pamts‘both came from North Caroline abiut

Calvin Janders, & fullblood Cherclee, and’Peggie ‘xizu;nage,‘ a

1838, After coming to the Cherokee Netion, they settled

in what™ is now known as iLaron comrunity. ‘ y -

Y% ope loows who Pegrie Harmge 3 parents were no miére'
they sett]ed when they came . to the>Indism Territory. Calvin

femily
Janders was - xelated to the present decr “gnders/who now live

in vhat is the Trogtor community. . 7

Salvin is buried at Proctor Cemetery.

Peggie"is imried‘ ot the o0ld Te-Cha-Ytee~3kee Cemetéry,
wh%ch is loeatg& on wat Y3 now the rred iifsey's_ farn about
mile south of’ baron. ‘ J

After. ’che death of Calvin 3anders, the father of C-eorge,
Pagile *aarried i ck Ta»Cha«fsee-%kee. "0 this union there

were three children bern; mmslyjr Nesl, Susie and Lizzie.

Y

~

George now lives about two mileg southwest -of Baron. .

Z rarly: Life.
%08

of (George's eorly life was spent cn the fam of

rﬂ e
Fred . 1?Zsey, vhich at that time was opemted by Diek T&—Cha-

V! .
T . ‘ '
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Mes-Skee, hié st'ep-fnt-her, His frit cr, Célvin 3an(i‘ers ,deswe Lud

George ard hié mother when Georme vssd ai:ou'tl six yesrs "of'age.,.
'Ahe;"l"a-“Cha-Ne'e-;‘Bke(; frmily wes considered wealthy.' hey

ovned a farm on both 1:a.ron' Fork a.d eavine creeks. ’i”hey

frrmed about forty acres snd usually oined plenty of stock.

:f George, st ar esrly age wy3 teught how to do all kinds of

-

wrk tat goes with L rming, lost of the furni: g at that time
was 4. e 'by 0x teams ,and‘.‘most of the :meléments he‘be,hom'e-*a de.

.very fall and winter they would clesr ffesh land énd ’

cortinued 30 do so until the ferm consisted of atout forty

‘

acres. Corn ws> the principal ¢.op at that tdme. inter corn -

was not reised much, there was lots of trouble in harvesting

A3

the crcd. The milling wes very difficult in those days. ‘lhe

nly .heat mills verc located in Arkarsas. os\ of the work

?Jas done by the women on the‘ farm. (.08t of the children vere - \
L«.z:} but George was nade to.:ork. . |
' | Education.
George wes not kept out of school all of the time by

- his stey-father. He received a fair education in ihe <herokee

. 7

schools. There unere véry few schools in tho 'Cherokeg Nation.

‘he néf;reét school to his home was what was called ‘terr Chapel
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which was locsted acrcss tae "x,e;;'cn Creek on what is ‘now ythe'
farm of Elizabeth ‘uneen. Tle other school was the old
Peavire school vhich was ;oeéted abo?zt thres miles south

of where George Iived. IHe nttezded toth of these schools.

George Sanders went to Starr Chapel ghout three ye'ars_.

te finished the third grade at this place. At that time

‘he was ebout twelve years old. "He had some helf-brothecs

- and sistors.  They did not get slong .very well st home.

His mother let him stay with a frmily of Chemlce.es‘ by the
nane of ebster on Peavine Creck. He was sent to school
at eavine Creeck end finished the sixth grade at t.is place.
vhich was considered a feir educetidn foxf”'é'l;af time.

He went 0 only one tescher at eavine Creek during
\ .

the three years that he attended that school. T.is was

Cherlotte “hitmire, a daughter of Johrson hitmire en oarly

day politician. The “hitmires at that time were wealthy
people. They onerated a large plantation just west of the

present =°¥’eaﬁne Store. The plantation onsisted of about

one section. They omed slaves before the war. ‘hen Gewrge

grew large enough to remember anything the ihitmires still
* ¢

ovmed a 1argé part of this pleace.

<

&

118



N '

SANDERS, GEORGE. INTERVILV. S ego1-4 319"

-!mong the 0ld timers that Gﬂorge vent to echoél "n'itil -
‘ere : S;tute i‘!e;lkin{;stic}{, Joshua and Issac Hurmingbird,
¥1lis Ketcher, Pcter. Hider and [lill Jones. |
Bi1l Jorss and Ellis Ketcher are the only ﬁs,who are
nowe living);of" Lill's o]:d school mates. bBill is. & Creek
‘ Indien vho was roised b;;r John Velkingstick.
- | Church Activities.
The 50“ v chureh that the 'ebster family nttended was
the Eig Shed :aptist Church. This was the only church’ that
‘r*as nesr their home. This church was loc ted about five .
miles north of Stilwell. ¥or many years this was the only
. ¢church in ﬂie Cherokss lintion. George ”»aL;}ars has ;:>een told
by mepy 0ld- timers the t this; wns the first Cherokese Church
that was esta’ 1ished afte: the fherokeos camc to this country.
. .The expet date of the founding of this échuroh is not icno*:m
but it was founded somt’ime,before the Givizi aar. Ggorge
Ssunders knous thig to be a faet for Dick 'L_‘a-Cha—I'Iee-“akee,
his ;;tep«faﬁler, has told him that the renresentatives of
both the Yorth smd the “outh ;O‘uid come to this‘ place to mcke
treatiss with the Cherokees;
Immediately after the esteblishing of tlids, church

there were what were eslled Circult Fidprs, thése wien

ES
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vere what we would now call missioneries and were sent in
here from the Zast. ' ‘

John Jones was one of those early dgy preachers.

120

Inmediately after the estnblishing of the Eig 3hed Church they

ordained a few preachers aiors the Cherokees.

Long the eqrliest preachers mons thease Clerckees were
those nemed Uo-lah<Ska-tod, U1ld Terrapin and enother named

Coo~liec~Se00z"ee. '"hose were preschers among the Charckoes

before the Civil .er. Duncsr u. . ryant was another missimnary

v

sent rera to preaéh to the c1d Settl.r C emkees. ¢ wes taken

sick and died in the Piney Compmpity. <his man, Dunean ..

Eryant has & marker to his ~rave, whick 1s located on tho farm

of Frznk Adeir.

W ' . .
Ceorge 3anders remerhers snong the preachers; Johnson

Spade, Yoge Fidge, a descendent of the Pldzes who signod

the tresty beck in the 0l4 couutry; glson 'ierrapin}' .clife

Cocn -md Jolm Grittsy
Trading snd ¥4{lling Points. o
The earliest tradinz noing smong the Cherokees:was

Dutdhtom, Arkensas. This town was a towvn a3 far back as

-

J

»
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¥r. Sanders csn rerember. He ranembers pping to this nlace
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7

irviediately aifﬁer- the were He wrove o tes of vzen to

¢

:bhjs j.cm'n bei’c;re ne left the"ia-Cha-:'.ee-'rl,Be fe ily., ie
ieft this-famlly when he was twelve years old. ., .is was
between 1830 smd 1872. he has veen Lald Ly s folks tuat
n olony of .utd dewple seltled L is . laes. t ot was “hv
it wae culled Lutchbowa.  -hesc pe0ule traded muca ith
4. vhoroliess. . Te soapders does unot rensmiber wne first
cachunt whon ke suw ot tais nlace. But he does Xnow one
z'lauz:: the Chorvines ealled bvenin,. nis resl nare wes . vars,
Dulcktown was wdse - widlling roinl o8 thel tice. 11 of
the Cher;,l:ecs’ T thc(‘.uingéne-.ke plstydict went w tris place
is 4o their :.illj;:w.g.' . There wes only one store ot lutch-
_tomn when George Tirst weat thevs. N

There werc several grist .dlls in the Cherokee lrtion
et that time. The onc nearest Ueorge’s home was the one

.
lacated on the buaks o what we swow erll Shell 'ranch about
/

half mile west of Doron. “his wus vperated by sore of the
Dunesns who 1ived on the fam thst is non uwned L;y
Llizabeth ﬁxmecn.

Tﬁe mill was locuted about whexre ithe Spring-‘house; is

now located. Later the mill was operated by Joe *tarr.

5
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- The Starr Ghapol"%chool was established here »t the tire
~Joe dterr rm rated the nill here. The séhool vans ily just
north of the r'i’;l] . |

711 Virieht op{*rafmf r'reter-mill 4o, aron ureek ~tont .
'j;m*v' “1les. The mill was leested qbdvt one ‘undred :'ev’ds{
weat of where t};o ~vtch ."5_11’3 am “warsville Crects fom the °

BorOR FoTrV,

3

fire vaa enother mill o1 the Tr. Lig “lnce. ‘ihis
s west of tbhe ¢ld habbil Tran achool house. .his - i1l
va1 oper~ted by 'r. idding, e permitted white won.

-

fhoy sometimes would g0 to this ~ill. :herc.mes another

~

111 on Crney Creeo'-. his mill wes opernted bv o« 1en ngnad

L)

“tevers.
\
B Missions,

‘"here was =a mis‘si;*»n loented in the comrmunity in which
Ceorre 3arders lived. \fie never saw /1t in “pai'ét ioi;i Bxft he
has seen the old buildings which ere varts of this missilon.‘
“his mission was locsted Just acress the rrilroad track frem
here 19 now lives £nd he has teen t0ld t at the —ission was:
aboli.f*;’rmd'about 155, He saw 4he buildinge ‘:he@: qartered
the emnloyeas. They were locased esbout & hel £ mile south of
" the mission just across the higf way from the Peavine Hr_idse_

on thc Xansgs City and Southern Reilroad.
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The Cherolees ’weré not interested in politics for-a
long time. s-gbster.tho man. witvl‘;.:hom (}eurge Temders made
nis home must heve boen whet we would wowndry s ‘:a\cxi@*r a\x_,,/
. politician,‘ e wed clected s'rx’é{if f for scveral termg. ihen .

h :
he was al;:;ays ".‘aki'ralea cam~airn for some of his friends. The
cherckees dié .;.p.,} bheain to 1§sm 'I:h«a~ vays of tnite man
nolitics {or s 1.01 = tivro. |

~hen they d'ig. a* vt they formed twe mwe ior sarties; nauely,
‘t e ~otion-1 and the :f:)'ming porties ihe;e tio onrtices ngver
kave been triendly 15 e-ch other and never will., iany do .
not know what is ‘;)e."zind these two parties. Geovrse has been |
mlf, ov t € Heople wht lived whea he .as a loy tnat because
uf the division *n t existed tue two perties wvould never
be united =s tey were .efore they left the East. The cld
timers tnught thele ¢hildren tc like thic division,

Geurge arders when a boy has listenad to st;)zﬁes told
‘by old timers; Aron? then 'rc¢h Sceraper, Hyder lowming and
.oe Lrittenden. “hese .fc?gxrée cee from North Sarcline
tocetlar aml also served in the Civil ap togefhcr. :

Sgrders gssys that these three belonzged to - secret
orgenization back Kast that later wa: c¢alled the ree-~Ton-'tah.
’I’ha Vo-Ne-“squa;-':ee wvas a poriion of the Ke—'foo- 'sah.' - h;ls
'ir‘interpre,ted ‘means Pex; (f’in) . ‘

- -
-
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t1lotuent.

ihe Cherokees for several hundred years had everything °

| in common, that is,they bel ieved thai:. the property sh‘ou‘ld be
controlled by the g‘wérm:ent. They nv\-éd that way in me'
.ast and they wished to live that way éft’ag; they came here.
cut educated people at last were qlected to the .hsrokee

legislrture snd pas ed laws thet caused the femoval. The sane

-

thing heppened in the “ew ‘herokee MN+-tion west of the ‘ississppi.

The poorer classof Jhe oicees elected too many - ixed’

s

breeds to thelr legisl-ture ard mssed the :llotrent .aw

¥

“vithout approv 1 of the poo:c?er ¢l=ss. The com ©' cl=ss of

cherokees was never {' favor of the Allotment. ’



