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George-Zanders, a fullblood Cherokee, was born" in

Goingsnake District, l-eceniber 17, I860., Jiis parents v»er©

. Calvin Zanders', & fullblood Cherokee, and* Peggie liarnago, a

Cherokee. ^HIs parents both came from North Carolina a

ie38. After coming to the Cherokee Nation, they settled

in v&aiTis now known as Uiron eorarcunity.

Ite one ICTJOUS who ^egf:ie Hamage'3 .parents were nor. where*

they settled when they earae<to the^Indifm Territory. Calvin
1 . family

Zanders was related to the present- day "anders/wlio now live

in ^aat is the Proctor conmuniiy. . ''y

Oalvin is Ju r i ed at Proctor Cemetery.

Peggie is buried nt th© old Ta-Cha-Moe~3kee Cemetery,

whî eh .is located on Titiat 'is now the I red i lsey's f a n about

6 mile south ofvBaron.

After-the death of Calvin 3anders, the father of George,

married Dick Ta-Cha-r^ee-^kee. o this union there

three children born; ranely, Keel, ^isie and Lizzie.
I

George not? lives about two mile$ souUiwest 'of Baron. .

;/ h.arly< Life*

&oa.k of George Ts enrly l i f e was spent on the faun of

Fred ..ilaey, which at that time was operated % Dick

! V
i
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J'ee-^kee, his step-fpther. Hi3 f;..t er, Calvin l an d'ers, desks' t-uC

George arid his raother tthen George vs^ about s ix years of af?e..

Vhe'Ta-Cha-Ne'e-Skee ff-Mly v/os considered wealthy. They

owned a farm on both i^aroh Fork ai.d eavine Creeks. They

frymed about forty acres and usually o-, ned plenty of stock.

George, at a: er^ly age v^a tau,c£it how to do a l l kinds of

vark that gses vdth farming. r.ost of the fcrrii; g a t that time

was do. e by ox teams and^fnost of the implements here horae- î de.

»very f a l l and winter they v;ould clear fresh land and

continued to do so unt i l the ferm consisted of about forty

acres. Corn wa.-s the principal c^op a t that H U B . winter corn •

was not raised imich, xhere was lot? of trouble in hsirvesting

the crop. The milling we ? very di f f icul t in those days. The

only .*1ieat mil ls ?;ere located in Arkar.sas. l.os\ of the vjork

was done by the women on the farm. :.x>st of the children were -'

L^zy but George was nade to- 'orkv .

Lducatio?i.

George was not kept out of school a l l of tho time by

his steji-father. He received a f a i r education in the -.herokee

schools. Iher« were very few schools in the "Cherokee Nation.

The nearest school to his home was vfaat was called "tarr Chapel
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which was located across tiie "Larcr. Creek" on what is now tfce

farm of Lllsabeth Duncan. Tl8 other school wag the old

Peavir.e school tvhieh was located about three miles south

of where George l ived . He' attended both of those schools.

George Zanders went to >tarr Chapel atout three years..

Ke finished the third grade a t this place. At tha t tirne

he was about twelve ye^rs old. 'He, had some half-brothecs

apd s i s t e r s - - They did not get along,very well at home.

His mother l e t him s tay with a family of Cheiokaes by the

nane of ebs te r on Peavine Creek. He was sent to school

at ravine "Creek and finished the s ix th grade a t tLis place,

vdiich W5is considered a fp i r education for that time.

He went to only one teacher at eavine Creek during

the three years tha t he attended that school. T^is was

Charlotte "hitDiire, a daughter of Johnson hitmire. an oorly

day po l i t i c ian . The ohitmires at that tirae viare wealthy'

people. They operated a .Targe plantation just west of the

present ^eavine ^ t o r e . The plantation consisted of about

one sec t ion . They omed slaves before the war, hen George

grew large enough to remember anything the jYhitmires a t i l l

ovmed a large part of t h i s p lace .
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•v'jnong the old .timers that Cteorge v/ent "to s chool with

'ere : Stute i"elkinfp3tlck, Joshua and Isaac Eumingbird,

Kills "Ketcher, Peter Hider and Kil l Jonea.

Bi l l Jones and El l i s Ketcher ere the only too, who are

now- l ivingiot r;ill»s old school mates- Bil l is. a Crook

Indien t?ho was raised by John r'alkingstick.

Church Act iv i t ies .

The only church that the ebster family attended was •

the Eig 3hed t ppt is t Church. This was the only church' that

r>a3 neer their hoiae. This church was l o c ted about f ive . .

miles north of ^ t i l r e l l . For inany years th i s wa3 the only

.church in iihe Cherokee lot ion. George "^a.dars has been told

by mszsy old-timers thf.t th i s won the f i r s t Cherokee Church

that was esta' lished afte: the. Oherokeos canio to this country.

Ilie exact date of the ft>urifting of th i3 church is not knovjn

but i t was founded sornetlrae before the Civil nar. _ George

3aunder^ knows this to be a f aet for Dick Ta-Cha-ITec-^tee,

his step-fatner, has told him tha t the representatives of

both the North md the louth .ould come to this place to nsake

t rea t i e s s i th the Cherokees.

finraedlately a f te r the ostabliBhing of t h i s , church

there were what rcere eslled Circuit Fidurs; theae men
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\ vsere what we nK>uld now ca l l missionaries md were sent in

here from the Sast .

John Jones was one of those ea r ly d*$r p reachers .

Immediately a f t e r the estHblls&ir.t; of the Big 3hed Church they

ordained a few proachc-r3 &nr>r-£ tlic Cherokefa.
«

Ationg 13ie ea r l i e s t preachers apiojic t leae Cherokees were

those naned. Oo-llah-Ska-^od, tlQ Terrapin end another named

Coo-l7ec-"eooy ec. These ^Gi"e preachers aa»n^ the Cherokee's

before the Civil .sr. Dunoar. o# Iryant was another "aiissitmary

sent ) ere- to preach to the Cld Se t t lo r C erokees. "o was taken

sick and died in the Piney Consfflo îty. iMa man, Duncan -•

Eryant has a inarker to his crave, v.hicfc io located on tho farm

of ?Trj& Adcix.

George Banders remembers snong the preachers; Johnson

ipade*. .Yose Bidge, a descendant of the Eid^es •sho signed

the t reaty back ih the.old country! -'elson ierrapin' . e l fe

Cocn -md, John Gritts*

Trading end lu l l ing Points.

The e a r l i e s t trading poinfi among the Cherokees• was

Dutchtovax, Ark?nsas» Tiiis town was a town as.far back as
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Mr. Sanders csn remember. He rei umbers ppinr: to this place
. " ' V " '' • ' • . - • .

irsiedlately after, the wS» lie orove, a t&i? of oxen to

this town before \c lef t the"la-Cba-ree-"'I.s6 " fa i ly - , ite

le f t this-fhmily isiien Ke v.&s twelve ye era olC. J .is was'

between 1S3C ax& 1872. he iias leen laid by 1M folks that

a colony of ,utcJ ?o-plc a t I tit* ft t. Is lace, i ^t v/as 'vhv

i t \?a:t calif;d Lutc"it^v*ti, Îi«3G v>eo>le traded r-uch . i t h

'L... Oiiox-o:;^-^, . ' r . iandera does uot retiesrabor :.'ie f i r s t

:\virchant whoa ho r>aw >-t tuis T>1UCO. But he docs <nor» one

T liu-i the- CLjruiasca called Lveiiiiu.. Jiis repl nanf \/ca .vnns.

IXitoLtcwn v-as also .̂ i d l l i i ^ i>oiiiL t-t thet ticn,. ,11 of

the Cherol:ecs frcr* thcC^ing^n&ke b i s t j l c t went u> t i i s nl«ce

t j do fheir billing;. . thepe wes only one store ?>t luteh-

.town TAOII George f i r s t M*at thfire.

Thsre were several g r i s t . d l l s in .the Cheroiaot ' ration

pt that tijne, Ths "one nearest Ueorgt'-a home was the one

located on the briiicg o" what we no?, c r l l Ihel l .ranch about

half mile west of Ijrron. '"his TO«3 opr-rated by so no of the

Duncr»ns who lived on the faun that ic> no-/ uwnt:d by

Elizabeth Dunccn.

The mil l was located about where the spring-house i s

nov/ located. Later the tai l ! was operated by Joe ^ t a r r .
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The " tn r r <C&$pol School WB3 established here vt the t i r e

Jon i t p r r on rot^d the. n i l l here. The school v.'ao Hi l i t just

north of the r i l l •

Kill WrlPjit opcrato.i n'v>.tr-r-sill' li~ ,oron Jreek rbont

forr' • t ies. The .'nil.! '-ns \ocrtc<? ^boi't one l unclrod ye-(la

wont of where* the 'Xitch ' " i l l s errJ 'yrtrsvil le Creeks fcir.i the

< i r o vflq ^nothf*!" if 113 n t t h e \fT» —i

;><-, west of the elsi Rabbit Tia? school house, .his - i l l

;m operated by I T . bid ding, s permitted ^hi te wn.

'ihoy sometimes v?oul d .̂ o to this r i l l , ihgre'.usp.g another

.-•ill on CnneyCreo!-. his r^ill was opernteel by « loan njr'^d

tevers.
\

Missions,

'•here war, « raissinn 3.A<5^od in the coarrunity in which

>nMer8 l ived. He never sa"W i t in ^porvntlon but he

seen the old buildings which are oarts of th is n iss ion,

rihis mission was located ju^it across the ra i l road track from y

hn now l ives v,n£ he has teen told t at the r i s s ion was •

n& »bout 1^?5. Ke saw the buildings that quartorod

the eanloyeos. They were located about a 'hal i wile south of

' -the mission just across the highway from the Peavlnc Bridge

on the Kansas City and Southern Railroad.
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The CherolflBes were not interested in po l i t i c s for- a

long time, (.ouster.tho- man. with ..horn Geor-ge "ianders made

nia home must hsve boon whet we would sekwadf^s ter-r

. nol i t ie ian. ?le wa& elected sheriff for several t e r ^ s . Then .

he was always '.akir.<? a car.?ai?;n for some of his fr iends. The

Gherokees did .5..0,} be>frir, ti> lerrn the v«ys of •,

pol i t ics for B lor ~ t i r o .

. ..jien they die 3+ •"'t they formed tv7c ms <or part ies; mviely,

t e ^.otionl sad the ZiOTStiine portiea' ihese tv.o Dirties never

havo beeo friendly to e°ch othesr Rnd never wi l l , , Many do

not know what is behind these two pa r t i e s . George has oeen

toic 67 t e ^op i e wh:- lived whea he .-as a loy tnfit been use

of th& division •* n t existed t.\e two part ies -vould never

be united *s t .oy were , afore they le f t 1he Jiast. The old

timers tnught their children to l ike th i s d ivis ion.

Gsurc© ;arderfs when a boy has l is tened to a to i ies told

'.by old time ITS; aron.^ .them -r<& Scraper, Hyder'lov/nins and

. oe orittenden. !hese .three caae from North Cnrclina

to ret bap and als> sea%ved in the Civil PX together. •

Carders asy?- that these three belonged to ^ secret

orgenization. back East that l a t e r wa* called the K'ee-lao-'iaJ

The oO-N*e-3qua-'jee v/as a portion of the Xe-Too-".ah» -'his

interpreted mean3 Pen (Pin),
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Allotment.

ihe Cherokees fo r aevetral hundred years had everything. \

in ^oraraon', tha t i n , t hey believed t h a t the property should be

control led by th s gpvernpent. Thgy l ived that way in the
i

...ast and they wished to l ive that way sft'er they came here.

:ut educated people a t la^ t were elected to the .herowee

legislature and pas ed laws that caused the femoval. The seme

thing heppened in the "low vherokee ra t ion wast of the ' i ss iosppi .

Tl>e poorer claseof Che okeea elected too many • ixed'
*

breeds to t h e i r legis la ture and passed the Mlotcent i-aw

without approv 1 of the poorer ol^.ss. The COEO- clsss of

Cherotees was never i> favor of the Alloiment.


