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Robert S, Santers, Chornkee
Vian, Oklshomas
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I, Robert S. Samders, was born near Little Rock
Arkansas in 1868,

My fathér was 5. B. Sanders, hglf Cherokee and my
motheyr war Bmna Biliingsly Sanders, white, My father
was born in the Cherckee Netion and left the Nation end
moved to Arkansas at the begimﬁng of the Civil Ware

He married my xﬁofher in-ATkensas.

| vhen I was about eig!:t years of age my psrents
moved to the Chsrokoe Nation/ and settled on a ¢laim on
Sallisaw Qreek, &t Sweet Springs whére the 0ld Sweet
Springs Cheroke=e School was locatsd, It was 2 log struo-
" ture and all the seats were made of split logs with holes
bored in them and sticks driven in the holes for lega. ,
"My fatheyr tsught school at that place for twelve years
end there was whexe I attained the greater pert of my
education, wnder the teaching of my father, ILater I
attended the Cherckes Male Seminary at Tahleqush.

This sountry was the 1ée§l risce of an Indian hunters
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dreem during my boyhood dayms. QGeme mamoo, such
as deer, turkey, prairie chicesn ete. Wild turkeys
roemed in countless droves. On spring mornings the
tiirkey gobbler would greet tie break of day emd the

. rising sun. The mighty sound of their gobbling would
roll on over the Cherckss Hills, cver the shedowy
woodlends of the river valleys, to the edge of the
boundless prairies and bayond, The swelling Wwave of
jubilant sound sweeping westward viith the morning
gh$ scross the new lend of the Red Mem. The high
forests rang with the noiss, The matchword being

N

ceught and repeated froam one to anothexr for miles around,

amdthclholcmntrymldmtoranhmrwmeua
unimal shout, It is hard to believe a thing like thai
toaaymmrosr;othe{taeta about the geme of the
muunwmitoryigthe mhw-m&mmmly
nards to believe. We all know in a general way that wild
1ife and game of nearly all kirds were once far more
sbundant .than they now are. However, few of us sre femil-
ler with the emazing dotails of their fommer sbundance.
Fow reo.uso !ww tremendcus has bsen the destruction Ihioh
ciulizaﬁon has nsedlessly wrought.
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Well 40 I remefiber en incident of my boyhood days
mahhapy‘mdmmmnsmzmanuypmq ’
locking for scme cattle on tho ireirie near where Vian
zOW stands, It wes & very wat morning snd the tall
praixie grass wes heavy with dow, I came upon e f£lock
otﬁlﬁtnmyinammacb'rﬁnhelunter., then they flew
up, they flew only @ short distance, I Temumbered hear-
ing ins% Q arxey coaid nos fly w}ion its foathers became
wes, so I took after a big gobbler. Hs flew a short  °
distance and began running, Ik‘ptmyponyafm“hm
mn-mrtr{.odtonymmn,hutmagddm
through the tall wet graes. My peey ran him dowmy I
lyaped/ott the pony cato him sud after & :rroo-fo'r-m
tuesls n the wet greas, I eaptured him, It was herd
$0 tell ﬁhié! wag the wettsst, and the moat dlilapidated
looking subject, the turksy or I, when thétsunloondedé
in that wet grass, The pony and I got him hams, however,

(n another occasion, ons evening after supper, my
fathor went me %o a neighbor's house about one mile
distant from cur home. Iq‘ato'askﬁ:cneighborte
come to cur place the naxt day snd assist in gathexring
@, Like all boye, I was fond of dogs, end I hed
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-thres which ténw my svary step, sspecially at night,
Naturelly thoy wore wi;h me on thic oceasiom., ¥When I
‘hed canwye& oy father's message to ocur ngighbor', he
decided he would go home with me 50 he would be there

. togotom'kaarlythenoxtmammg On our way back
‘eozqhom thedoga were rumning around bore end there

'in the brush along the trail as dogs will. Suddenly

there was a areat commotion in the brush neay the ixedl
and sway tho three dogs went over the hill in hot pursuit
of the objost of thoir chases I know it ves a lavge ani-
‘mal of some descriptien by the noise 1% made unaisg '
_through the brush, Suddenly the bowls of the ehm Goased
‘and I failed to heat their barks es'if they né?an object
at ba.y, Therefore, I k;ww thay were engeged in a fight

or had captured mé objest of théir chdss. We started in
' the dtrection they went end had goné ouly a short diatence
vhm e ware me‘ by ons of the doga. Be jumped anaueapsr-
od about ue, then dashed away in the dirsction of the
other dogs. e followed him, ad 10 & thicket we found
the dogs with their prige. It wae the largsst tuack goer -

I sver saw, and & greater sat of emtlers never adorned

the haad of sny dsor. The thick brusgh preveuted his

‘/ "
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‘escape from the doge and taey hed caught.hiﬁ‘ cne leg
was bBdly marked wliere one of the dogs had ¢aught and
hoeld on while the marks on his throat told the grim
story of the kill. We tied his feet together, put’a
stick through the tiss, placed it on our aﬁpuldera_and
proudly carried our catch hams,

~I believe those two occmsions were about the most
* thrilling incidenta of my boyhood deyse

In 1893 I wes married to Mattie Martin, the dmuighe
ter of Jack Martin of near Sallisaw, Six c¢hildren were
borm %o us, four boys and two girls, ALl living excopt
ons girl wﬁo ated in 1929, |

My principel pnrsnit in lifo has baen farming. ?he
last few yoars 1 have been tm&'mg on my place gt
the city limits of Vian, |

firiters Note: Duo to the fact that Mr. Senders is
soxswhat timid and reluoctent in referring to his owm
viripes, e failed to tell ms of his dsvotion to the
city of Vian, The entire dlock upan which stends the

two behutiful rick and stons school buildings ihat are
A credit to the towm, wore given dy him,



