
396
McCOY,. WESLEY . SECOND ^STKRVIEW . 1 3 4 7 3



397
*

MCCOY, WESLEY". SECOND INTERVIEW. # 1 3 4 7 3 .

James R u s s e l l Gray,
Investigator.
Maroh 21, 1938.

Interview with Wesley McCoy,
Adams on, Oklahoma,

I am a freedman, eighty-one years old, and I act

as a. sort of .informal chief or leader for the freedmen

in this section; I am usually called upon to represent

them in business matters involving land grants and the

l ike . * >

I am mostly negro, of course, but I have some Choc-

taw blood/>too; both my mother an̂ d father were part

Indian, and I figure, roughly Speaking, that I am around .
_ . ._->,-- - — *

a half Choctaw, or such a matter .̂ I was born on July 4,

1856. I was born near Red River in what was then Kiamichi

County, Indian Territory.

My father was Jerry Williams, but after the Civil

War we took the name "McCoy" because that had been the

name of father's master. I don't know how old he was

orjrhere he was''born, but he died during the Civil War

and was buried on the plaoe belonging to Mother's master*
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Mather 's maiden nam© was Bva Carney* I 'm not s u r e ,

tout I be l i eve she was t o r n back i n Alabama or Miss i s s ipp i

somewhere before the Choctawa were brought to Oklahoma.

She must hare been liorn about 1830, for she was f i f t y -

two, ahe s a id , the year she d i ed , 1882. By then she and

I were liTing close to Skullyrille, and she i s buried

there.

My mother and father lived three miles apart when

I was born and afterward, too, because they had different

masters. McCoy, father's master, ran a small country

store and traded with the Indians. He was about half

Chootaw himself.

Mother and I lived in a log oabin on the farm owned

by-her master, a man named Caffrey. We were three miles

north of McCoy's plaoe and about seven miles northwest

of Hugo. This Sam Caffrey had a blacksmith shop and a

-std?e r to.0, He was a white man.

Praotioally a l l our neighbors were Indians then.

Not a l l of'them had slaves, but quite a few did. I
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was so young when we l e f t t h a t seo t lon of the Choct**

Nation t ha t I cannot remember many of our ne ighbors '

names. One man, though, was ca l l s d i e t e r Peachlimb;

I think he was she r i f f of Kiamichi County. And I

r e c a l l one family named Maley.

Mr. Caffrey was the only man in our community who

farmed on a la rge s e a l s ; m^st of the Indians p lanted

only an aore or two of corn and vegetables for t h e i r

own use , and they hunted deer and turkey and wild hogs

for meat. But Caffrey had. one hundred acres i n h i s

farm, and the major i ty of t h i s was under c u l t i v a t i o n .

He sowed a l l kinds of g r a i n , l i k e oats and wheat, and

planted corn . He d i d n H r a i s e any cot ton; I d o n ' t

remember anyone then who d i d . Caffrey a l so r a i sed

f r u i t , beans, peas , cabbage, and a l l s o r t s of vege-

t a b l e s . 4nd he had o a t t l e , hogs, sheep, and g o a t s .

Mother and I l ived i n a one-room log cab in . There

was a clapboard roof, a d i r t f l oo r , and a s t i c k - and-

mud chimney. We- had no windows a t a l l . Mr. Caffrey^ <->v
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had a dug well where we got water.

Wo were enough Indian to eat the Ohootaw diehaa

like *Tom fuller11, oade from crushed and fermented

corn. And "banana", or shuck bread; earnbread made

from "squaw-corn" beaten Into meal at home\with a

mortar and pestle; "bashofa", whioh is Tom Fuller with

meat added. We ate lota of meat,too; renison, beef,

pork, turkey, ehieken.

A lot of our clothes were homemade. Mother oould

oard, spin, and weare.

I waa about eight the year father died, That was

in 1864* I remember a battle that occurred that year;

I didn't sea, the actual fighting, but I was near enough

to hear the cannons. This battle was near old perryville.

Stand fatie, Sam Oooper, and a Colonel Williams were the

commanding officers. The Federals won, and I remember

seeing the Southern Army in disorganized retreat; It was

composed of about half Indians and half white men, Texans.

Some were barefoot, some hatless, many wounded.
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In 1867, after the far was over and we wore freed,

Mother and I went to lire in Skullyville County, about

two milea west of Fort Smith, We lived between the

Arkansas River and the Poteau, olose to where they ran

together* We lived for a while with my grandfather,

Jerry "Carney; and I remssbsr helping him hoe eorn when

I was eleven*

I never went to school until I was about twelve*

In 1870 we mowed orer west of Skullyville, olose to a

plaoe on the Fort Smith-Stringtown stage road* Ibis

place was called Brazil Station* I have often seen the

stage coaches traveling over this road* They were big,
<

awkward things; a driver sat up on top, and the passen-

gers rode inside* The coaches were pulled by six horses*

Bat I was talking about schools* There was a school

at Brazil, and another about three ailes above on 'Possum

Creek* I went to both schools. My first teaoher was

named Sarah Keller* There was another named Sarah Chan-

tany; I think sh.e was a Frenchwoman* These sohools were

maintained by the government*
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I knew lots of United States marshals before the

Choctaw Nation became part of the state of Oklahoma in

1907* There were Charles Barnhill, Coon Ratteree, Bazz

Reeres, Crowder Nioks, Joe Willard, Charley Alexander,

Ben Ayrea, Jake Ayrest Columbus Ayres, and a Frenchman

named Maroheund.

I knew some outlaws, too, I hare seen Belle Starr

and Sam Starr, and Belle's daughter, Pearl, Belle had

the name of an outlaw, though I don't recall any of her

crimes; she was-what you'd cal l hard-boiled, carried a

gun, and wasn't abore going outside the law i f there was
a * k

any profit in it* She was/well-built, good looking woman;

I guess you could oall her handsome. I saw a man grab

her horse's bridle one day*in Fort Smith, and she pulled,

a.gun trom somewhere and sfeld, "Turn that bridle loose'

or I ' l l shoot you loose.from i t . " I don't know what

the trouble was. I do know the man turned loose the

bridle. And I saw the, outlaw named Ned Christopher after

was about 1879.
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I have been married twice i n my l i f e . The f i r s t

time to a colored woman; the second to a f u l l blood

Chiokteew* My second w i f e ' s name was Parthenia Brown

before I married her . Altogether I have had f i v e c h i l -

dren* I married the f i r s t time i n 1880; the second

time In 1897.

In 1694 I moved to Sans B o i s . I took up a small

claim there and farmed* X knew Green MoCurtaln, the

Ohootaw high chief , or governor; went to h i s house l o t s

of times* He had a b i g , two-story house* His p lace

was a s o r t of combined farm and ranch*

r have known many Indians In my l i f e . I w i l l g ive

you the names of some of them. Host of the men whose

names I c a l l l i v e d near S k u l l y v i l l e and Sans Bois , though

not a l l ; - 1 knew men a l l over the Ohoctaw N a t i o n . ^ I knew

Jim T e r r i l l , Yah Hontubby, J l i a s Tobey, Isaac William,

Simon Hancock (he was a preacher) , Peter Folsom, Jerry

Ffllsom, W i l l i s Folsom, John Herryman, Jerry Ward, Sam

Chabby, Simon J'ohnson, Solomon McGllbry, and Charley

MoGilbry.
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The first chief that I remember fas old Coleman

Cole; he held the office In the seventies;died, I beliere,

about 1876. He is the one who had the quarrel with J.

J. MoAlester orer ooal leases near MoAlester. He got

so angry that he threatened to kill MoAlester. Mo-

Hester t*en left the Territory for a short time and
t

went to Kansas* MoAlester came back though, and he

and Cole settled their difference*•

The next chief I remember was Thompson MoKinney;

then Bftmond McOurtain, a brother of Green MoOurtain. I

beliere I hare skipped one; Ben Smallw«od came after

Coleman Cole. The next ohief I remember after Sdmond Mo-

Curtain was Wilson Jones; then Gilbert Dukes. I may not

hare the chronological order exactly correct but all the

men named at some time or other held the office of high

chief.

The Chootaws held elections each August and TO ted
t

for county and national officers just as we do now; of

course, when I say "national" I mean the Choctaw Nation.

1
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There were two poli t ical parties among the Chootawa;

the Progressive, or Liberal, Party that believed in

opening up the Ohootaw Nation to white man's customs;

and the Hatiemailst Party that believed in the old

ways, these parties were also named the "Eagles"

and the "Buzzards*.

These differences in poli t ical beliefs oaused some

pretty hard feelings among the Indiana. The trouble was

brewing as early as 1887 or *88. On one of these years,

I forget which, there was an election, and the Buzzards

won with their candidate, Wilson Jones.

Then, if-1 remember right, the next election saw

tiie other side win. In the days following the.Buzzards

organ!xed a sort of night-riding vigilantes oonolttet to

terrorise the other side and reap vengeance upon them.
4

In the early part of the eighteen- nineties a group of

about twenty men rode up to the cabin of Joe* Hoklatubby,

who lived about a mile south of Hartshorne, and shot him

as he, lay sleeping on his front porch. The man was said

to have been shot about twenty times*
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An Indian named SIIan Lenin who 11red somewhere. In

the western part of the Choctaw Nation, somewhere near

the present Tillage of Blanco, was accused of being one

of the gang that shot Hoklatubby. He was tried for the

murder at the courthouse a mile south of Wilburton. Noel

Holiton was the judge. I served on the jury. Lewis was

accused of being the leader of the mob that did the killing*

Lewis was tried and eonrioted, and he was sentenced to be.

shot. Then, as was the custom of the Choctaws, he was

turned loose until the date set.for the execution*

I didn't see the execution, but it occurred some '

time later, about the time I moved to Sans Bois. That

was the year John Perry was shertff of Gaines County• _. *;
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Shtwriees

B&rtles, Jccob _ .
Law Enforces en t--Cherc'^ee . ' .
Courts—Utter okee. ,
• Houses—Cherokee Nation
Churches—Cherokee Nation'
Schools—Cher*bkee Nation •'
Social gatherings—Cherokee Nation
Game—Cherokee Nation \
Bell games—Cherokee
Farming—Cherokee Nation
Hogs—Cherokee Nation
Food—Cherokee
Grist mills—Cherokee Nation.
Fruits—wild.
Household manufactures—Cherokee
Chouteau
Mercantile establishments*—Cherokee Nation
Cemeteries—Cherokee
Trails
Toll gates—Cherokee Mation
Ferries—Grand River
Ferries—Arkansas River
Salt works—Cherokee Nation
Ranches—Creek Nation
Ranches—•Cherokee Nation
Turner, C. w..
Cowboys,
Cattle— shipping
Intermarried whTt^-^^herc-kee
Marriage^—Cherokee
©*23H&£.cs2t parties—Qherokee
Mayes, Joel B.
Bushyhead, Dennis W.
Factions—Cherokee
Elections—Cherokee
Mayes, -Saml!.
Thompson, Charles
Rogers, W. C.
Downing, Lewis
Buffington, Tom
Payment s—Cherokee
Locust Grove
Salina
Muskogee
'Hotels—Creek Nation .

Clothes—Cherokee
Indian fights—Cherokee-Os'age
Law Enforcement—Federal


