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Robert Small, 4
Intervigwer, 4
September 23, 1837, \

An Interview with E.L. Hembre,
Tonkawa, Cklahomae
In the fall of 1884, when I was nine yeara of age, I
made my first visit to the Cherokee Outlet country on &
hunting trip with others and older people, ¥We crosaed the

Chikaskis River at Sand crossing which was abous cze mile
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% 2482 of Blaslwall. and the 3Salt Pork waa
forded at Yellow Bull Croassing, We traveled over much of
the Cherokoe Cutlet, and I saw lots of deer, turkeys, prairie

chickens and quail i{n the country,

=,

Subsequent to this trip I often came domn into the lends
of Oklahoma -Territory. A%.sn early ege I worked at differmt
- times in the émmtry and at various kinds of work; cne of my
most exeiting jobs was breaking horses for the Foss Ranch which
was s lorse ranch lodated north of the present site of 4Blackull.
It was customary for cowbeys or other persons in going about over
the country %o ﬂtt;p at any runch for their meals and horse feeod
if they were hmgry or out of foode If no one was af the ranch
the visitor ‘w.onld open the door, which was never loa#od, and €9 in

" and prepars his own meala from a stosk of provhions\‘ that were
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always kept on hand end after eating his'meal 1t vas
" qustomary for the'vla;tor to wagh all the vesseld he
had used in preparing his meal and write a note ai}tat-
ing his name and leave it on the tables |
Money was npt expscted to be laft for any meal or

for horse feed that was used by any visiting cowbey or
other paracns Hospitality in ita brosdest sense was - :
the unwritten laz of the cowboy land. _Seldom was it,
that eny visttor molested or made awey with anytiing in
the c-arn“p‘azaaps wha ; % Sooksd and ate an infrsstiaon af
this custom was looked upen with mach diafdvor, K

. It wes a common thing for people living along the r
KensapeTerritory lime to come d¢wn into the Cherokes Oute
let after wood for fuel, and the soldiers in the neighbore
hood of Chilcaeo, where they had a canrp or hendquarters,
would often cateh wood haulera and make them take yheir load
2 wocd o Chilosco and unload it and go home with an empty

wasohe

Although I was not old saocugh to take a olaim th

Cherokes Outlet was opened to settlement, I had bescms s0

familiar with the country that I entersd the tsame with ny

Y GV i g o it
.

\
N



HEMBRRE, E.Le  INTERVIEW, 8692,

«3e

4

fagher ;nd Unele and since I was riding a better horss than
mny Unole I swapped h“orae”‘!l with him after we had gons a few
niles, which enabled w Unole to overtake muny who by'd left
him somewhat "i‘in the resr, Father got a claim three miles
north;éat ér Tonkawa,
| In 1899, I filed on the soutdsast quarter of 'éoction 30,
Towaship 81 North, Rengze 16 Vest, in vbafi was thoﬁ known as
the Blg Pasture, in Woods Cowmnty, boiﬁé /tho comty seat o
placq of £iling. J

‘I built a dugout to live in on the claim, dug a well and
lmﬁ.ﬁh soio gheds for stock, and not long afterward I p\ﬁ out
s nuiber of fruit trees, all of which thrived and bore frkit

!
of fine flavor and generous sizes

‘In 1900, I egaged in hunting game in the western part of

Oklahoma Territorys Fram early youth I had hendled guns and

was an expert markeman, here were meny prairie chickens and‘
quail in the couniry and a good demmnd for them in ihe markeds
of Eastern ottiea, Same large shippers would send out mem to

96

| contragt with settlers to hmt or kill geme o cantract, furndshe

ing them with all the necessary ammunitiocn for their guns snd
calling at gertain intervals to take up *he gcme that had deam
klll.d; + '
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: I used two go0d bird dogs in most of my hunting,
and sinoe I was an excellent merksman to begin 'with 1
. made an enviable recard in $he amount of game killed
with a ninimun of ammnitions I put fn about three
years hunting in the country and mude good wages, ia
addition t6 having plenty of wila ‘gemg for my own famie
1y use 21) the time, My wife wes also a good marksmen
end often enjoved & hunt with me.

Them I came in from a bunt with = bag of quail it
requireg soe little work to prepare the birds properly;
in the first place e~¢h day's kill haid to be separats fram
the kill of the previous day or days for 1f they we-e mixed
the entire lot would Le losts In addition tc keeping each
days kill separate and apart from all others, @ach bird
had to be set with its breast‘ down, or rather stood on
{ts breas!,', g0 that aftar the flesh had beconé stiff and
firm and‘ the bird was res«dy for slﬁ;xnmt., the Strd would
presant a natural live appearsnce, and dring a better price
on the marketse I received $£1.25 per dozen for queil end
from § 3,00 t0 § 4430 per dozeu for prairie ohicklﬁlo

I owned an organ in my home which wes the only orgss
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in the community and we enjoyed the frequent visits

of our neighbors who cams with other musical instrue

nents and all together made many occasions fitting
for stepping " the light fantastic" on the smooth
wooden floor of our dugout home,

I had a baubﬁil dismond on my place and took
an active part ;;i’/ all bell games of the country. I
also bad rscs /z}ac}:s £&r harses =nd usually kept one
or more race, Animal: on the farm and often grest crowds

© would aasqﬁ;le forssome rather spirited horse racing
contestl/b’

I/,n"thc early duys we held a commnity Christms
Tree, in our home and put on a program of entertainment
that all the neighbors enjoyed} in addition to this meny
/toighbora exchanged gifts befitting the occasion,

Prior to my residence in Woods County when I was
working over the Cherokes Outlet, I was with the Indians
a mat deal and learned to salk muoh of thoir languagi.
I/%Bmy Grant Miles, Government Scout, of/boing sent

after an In@ian man who had taken pars in kidnaping an
. /
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infant white baby, In later years he married the womaneths

i
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kidnaped baby.

I 80ld my stooi: and left the old homestead in
1920, although I stil) omn the old farm which I reamt
out to tenant farmers,

I holpod‘mrvoy the town of Bartlssville and worke
ed over the Osage Nation in early days and was on the
present site of Blackwell when the first tent was erecte

23 on that townsite.



