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Theodore R. Hamilton,
Investigator,
March 23, 1938.

An Interview with Jim McClish,
' MoAlester, Oklahoma*

I was born December 25, 1854, at Carriage Point,

which is about six miles west of Durant*. My father was

a full blood Chootaw Indian and my mother was of mixed

blood.

On one occasion/ when I was a deputy marshal in the
;/

Choctaw Nation I was called out on a posse that was try\
• • / * . • \

ing to round up/the Dalton gang. . The gang was located on

Boggy/Jreek,..north of Durant^but the posse wad outnumbered

and the gang gave us the slip after a gun-fight. A day

or two later when I rode out to Dolittle prairie on Boggy

Creek in an attempt, to locate some horses I quite unexpect-

edly rode upon a gr^up of men camped in a grove of trees
)

and one of the men who. seemed to be the leader told me

to get down and eat dinner with them. I felt that they

were the Dalton gang but there was nothing 1 could do but

comply with their drders. When I dismounted the leader

ordered a blanket spread on the ground and food served
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and during the meal the leader asked who and what I was

and I told them and also showed them my commission. After

I had eaten the leader told me -to mount my horse again

and ride on but if I wished to_live B long time I must

forget about the meeting and the camp in the grove. Later,

it was claimed that Bill Dalton, who really was the leader

of the gang in the grove, was killed*in the northern part

of the state but I happened to be in that section of the '

state at the time and went to view the body and, though

some of the officers claimed t-hat it was Daltonfs body,

it was not, for the dead man was slight and light haired

while Dalton was a large man with dark red hair.

On another occasion I ran across Belle Starr who

had in her possession a hack load of whiskey. This happened

near the present town of Atoka and when I rode up she in-

vited me to get down and have a drink with her but I advised

her that she would have to get off the- r"oad or someone would

report her and she would be arrested. I went on about my

business and when I returned to Atoka,avday or two later,

I found that she its being held in the hotel there, under
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guard, pending arri-val of instructions from Fort Smith,

,1 was hired to guard her and for about th i r ty day3 a

fellow officer and I held this job, then word came that

there was no room for any more prisoners in Fort Smith

so after the payment of a large fine Belle was allowed

to go free and told to get out of that 'part of the'~~~~

country with her husband who had come to her a id .


