
RbKBJSRSOH, Mttl. INTERVIEW 1,0128 o . o



HERBBRSON, EMMA. INTERVIEW. 1 0 1 2 2

- n - r-

lonn A-(3-119) 3 1 9
DIOGRAP.a r

WOiKS lKOGRiSS ADLINlSTLiATlOU
-riwrl-..^r History Project for Oklahoma

Louise S. Barnes
iwl''- Workor ti nume

, February 24 8
T'lis report made on (date) . 193

Emma Herberson
1, Mamo

' Kingfisher, Oklahoma.
3. Post O/'i'ico Address

3, Rcaidcnco addrers (or location)
December^" 25 1865

4. D,unE OF BIctTK: Month Bay Year
, Tennessee

3. Place, of birth

5. ITamc of Father Place of birth

Other m'ormet ion p.tout father

7, Name of Mother Place of birth

Other information about mother

Jotet, or complete nurrativo by the field vcrkcr dealing v;ith the l i f s end
story of the ..er^on interviewed. Rof.r to Manual for sur;,_:c»ted subjects
ind auo^tions. Continue on blanlc sr.c.<~tr* if nec^sary and attach firmly to
this form. Ni'.Tber of sheets attached .



HERBBR30N, "UUk. INTERVIEW. 10122

Louise o. Barnes
Investigator
February 24, 1938

Interview with Emma Herberaon,
Kingfisher, Oklahoma.

I was born in Herdin County, Tennessee, December 25,

1865, and came to kingfisher in 1890 or around that time

by train from Memphis, Tennessee. My father had come sever-

al months before on the wagon train, or had walked through

with the emigration of colored folks who had come to Okla -

homa to seek free homes. He did not bring his family until

later.

Many a time we have kid nothing in the home to eat after

we arrived here in kingfisher, and it was up to us to try and

find something, since there was little or no money to buy food

with. My mother had a gun so we would go in search of wild

game and at that time there would have been many a family gone

hungry if there had not been the game to fall back on; we ate

lots of rabbits and prairie chickens, also eome prairie dogs

when we were hungry g^a could find nothing else to eat.

The first thing I remember about Kingfisher was when

I arrived here it looked so very unusual to see flat topped

shacks used for stores and tents of all size's for homes. I
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lived in a tent for over a year before we oould get a house

to live in. I did not like it at first and tried to think

of 8one way I could get away to go baok to the old home town

but ainoe there was no money 1 had to be satisfied and try

to make the best of things, so I settled down trying to make

the best of everything. iVa too bad we can't turn the time back

so we could get Just one more good look of the country then

and compare it with our lovely town of today.


