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P e t e W. Cole
F i e l d aoxJcer
,-ay EC, 1937

Interview with
.',helby erkin laje 49;
Caney, Oklahoma

1 was corn near 'Janey^iklahona^ on arch 2b, 1686.

ky fatter was King .erkin^, who died in lcfel, -nd ny

^other^.-.erena . erkinj^dicd in 1915. Aft^r i became an

orphan, ; eyims ;.ooro, whoa i adopted as "Jrandpa",

though 1 do not know v/nether or .not thore i s blood re-

lation, r̂ ade a home for :..e with nim unt i l i v/ti£ dtout

the age of ei^ht years. 1-then v/.ndered heve and there

in the Choctav conraunities unti l : w -.s teat tc the In-

dian '}overnr..ent School .t ..r:.stro.i._ c^ic:.^. r . ' , . !.*

., or ley v?as the superintend-;.t -t zi.- i t ine, and -':be

... " arker^prir.ci.^1. v.*:>z tnere for £ix t-, :-:.s ird

afterward J re:.t to "hilocco Indian : chool, arother

Governnent c/.ool. i went t'°'re for five ye'-r^-, ::i\

completed -the eighth £.r,aide, J-. c v^U^d, ^nd i^urr.ed lo

.ra :rir.~er,

, I obtained a job in Tkiahoru CHy^aft^r leaving

Chilocco. 1 rorked there Tar seveii y.^rc, until 1.17

during tiie ;.exican border trouble, when. 1 enlistee! in



PERK]*!, 3HKL3Y Ii^HVIL/w '• 5911

11
- 2 -

I

tfte Cavalry._ '<Vhen I returned home l was, drafted into

service during the '.orId «<̂ r, sent to truinin^ c&iup at

Leon Springs, Texas, and iuter to C^p Travis. 1 was

a member of 53rd j?ield artillery Texas, 18th Division,

have served v;ith Co. 0. 42nd DivisionJ142nd Division,

142nd Infantry^. K. U. Later transferred to 303 Cav-

alry h. N« A. 3 3-ittery ervice. I was disclr.r ed from

active service in uy 191^and cane home. ._ater I en-

listed in the ;on^any ^Okiaiio.^a National Guard, l&Ct-h

Infantry, and served as ir̂ eanJ; until 1934 v.her. 1 ".was

disoiicirged, and oecarae a x.ei.'oer of Civilian Oonserva-

tion Corp. inroi_ed 'ctober 1, 1534, ̂ t ..ilbarton

_0klahoaa. y type of work w^s .ores try of peri'orr.ance.

,hile in this service the different types of ffor.-c were

, 'all* satisfactory until urch. 30, 193c,. I v/us disc^aroed

at : ohawk Park, Tulsa, and am now a-priv .te citizen.

I nave been carried tLree tines x:A Lave three

children by the second wife. I have one boy at uood-

land Indian Scnool ne^r Lugo^uKxahdm-d,. and tao jirls at

Antlers Catholic School. . y second wife died in 1929.

1 married again in 1937.

I did not have my place to live afttr my first

marriage and drifted here and lived here, but on the
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second marriage I bought a home in caddo, Oklahoma. I

lived there and worked until the house; by some unknown

origintcaught fire and burned up. Later 1 moved out on

farm/and have resiled here since.

i aia taking a home study course in painting and

have drjavm several pictures and aia still t̂ ki-rî  instruc-

tions at ere sent.


