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Field Worker's name

This \report made on ( 21 193 7

1. Name X
2. Post Office Mdress Mefiford

3* Residence address-(or location)

*4.% BATE OF BIRTH/. ' Month _..._.*$*

5 . Place of b i r th

Day 17 Year X879

6. Name of Father
i i

Pliaco of birth Illinois

Other informat ion abq'ut father

7. Naine of Mother Place of birth Ohio*

Other information abowfc mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of^the i^rson interviewed. Rof^r to/Manual for suggested subjects '.
and questions. Continue ok blank shec-ts if necessary and attach f irmly * to
this form*/ Number of sheets attached
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H a o e i U derringer,
H e l d lorker.

21, 1957.

An Intertlew with Mary
Alice Crosby Pittenger,
Kedford,

I came here in 1694 from Wichita, Kansas, with my .

uncle, •&*•. Crosby, when I was fourteen years of age*

- , Mr* Crosby Bade the race when the. Cherokee Strip

was opened, September 16, 1893. He didn't get o claim

so botgh* cae six' and one-half miles south of Wakita. Ill

< the spring he bui l t a frame house and the family came in'

June* Mr* Crosby did freighting .through the Cherokee

Strip before I t was opened. It «<& auch a lonely lookjyag

:" ' Ela««i ao tnwss. I was tho ftr^t .teaj^we? in..Di8tri.ct 57,

Grant Coimtyv I was fourteen years'old at the vjiae,

. ' t At that time hbusea were mostly soddies or dugouts

, and were few and far between.

• In, tbe spring of 1895 enoegh se t t lers had come, to
* • ; ' ) ' = • ' .

•, Bake i t possible to hare a school, m District Kb* 57/

located fire miles frost Wakita, a dugout in,the creek

•' bank was Bade end then the school board set out to get a

' - teacher. They finally arrif^u at ay home end stated, their
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mission end in a joking manner I cfogg- them I would teach
>• ' ; • . "

the school* They asked me wliat salary I wanted and I told

them $15*00 per moa-tiu The Joke turned on me, - for they

would not l e t me back out* ( :

In order to draw the school allowance for the dis-

trict, at least a three ninths'.term must be held. I went

to iHe County Superintendent and received a temporary

certificate and was a l l set. for the opening of the school

"* term, about the f irst of March* The schoolhouae was about

three and one«half miles from my home and sicst of the time

I walked both ways, cutting across the prairie* This school

was given the name of Prairie Queen, The Cherokee Outlet

was settled by people from ne&rly all statss. Oa the first

day of school the parents brought their children, with boxes

for deska and the books they had used In the state from

which they had come« There- were about thirty pupils end

nearly a l l grades, some more advanced than I. School closed

in May, la later years one of the patrons sa|d that was the

most successful term taught* • In later years one of my former

pupils became Superintendent of the first Burai Jfcasolidated

\ ;
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achool In OklahocLa, I was married the following year after

•cbool woo oat end llTod in a l i t t l e sod house on a cltila

veryyouns aid stayed on the d a in with rep small baby

while ay. husband worked in Kansas*


