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Linnaeus B. Hanok,
Iavastigator,
December 29, 1937.

. A n Interview With Loron Ooley,
Shattuck, Oklahoma.

Like a number of• old-timers in this section Mr.
• . * , •

Oolex livod ju.at-a few-miles over the line'in Texas from

the wes.t end of the Cherokee Strip several years prior

to the Strip opening and was in_ ailtK.Qver. the territory

which later became Oklahoma about as much as he was in
, • • -4-\

Texas.* " .
. . . . - • • . , ' . .

Wit}> Ms parents the family drove from Cheiryvale, •
* * ' ' * • ' ; *

Kansas, via Kiowa and 09 southwest through the Strip,
t

and located on Wolf $reek just a few miles west of the v

Texas-Cherokee Strip boundary. This-was in 18,85. They ^
• \ • ' • . ' " * • . ' ' • : '

came through Fort Supply on this tr ip and laid over there

for five days. There were seventeen hundred Indians
% » ' '

being held at Fort Supply at that time under*»cld%« guard

of the troops at the fort. They were bamped in the fo

of' Beaver and ?̂olf Greeks. " , • .

Aocording to Mr. Ooley the military authorities at

Fort Supply occasionally permitted bands of fifty ;
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Of these Indiana sit one time to leave their camp and the

post area to hunt In this..quarter of the Strip. As

a rule * though the hunting pa&ty was always accompanied

by soot "scouts from the fort. About the only trouble
ie -

these.Indians made was stealing everything they could

get away wi th.

M$* Qoley*s father established a ranch in Texas.

At f i rs t the Ooley'family got their mail at Fort Supply

and their supplies from,either Kiowa or *>odge City,

Kansas.and usually they, freighted from Kiowa; a round
*

-trip.requiring from two to three weeks. A» well defined

and, ggjpd t r a i l led to Kiowa.in 1|tiose days by way of Fort

Supply"and over Strip territory the greater part of the

flhen the Ooleys settled in Texas the famous Box T

had i t s headquarters on Long Creek just a few miles

the line in the Cherokfee Strip according to Mr.

Ooley. The Box T. oattle ranged over the western end of
' • . ^ v

the ^tr ip and into .Texms. The Ooley*a cattle ranged

into the Strip some^too. This arr«ngeaent brought Ooley

into Oklahoma! often though he lived In Texas.'
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In those days the famous scout , Amos Chapman, was

r i d i n g t h i s oountry more or l e s s with a force of Indian •

scouts or policemen as h i s force was o f t en - re fe r r ed t o .

Chapman was harsh and r u t h l e s s sometines with men whom

he found in the S t r i p without good reason for t h e i r

being within i t s boundaries; this was true of-his treat-

ment of hunting parties if ,and when hj§yi«$gie upon them in

either the Strip country or the Cheyenne-Arepaho Reser-

vation to the south. Chapmarfwas known' to "have arrested

a single.hunter in this end of the Strip and \o.heve

marched him on foot ahead, of a detachment of scouts clear

back to Fort Supply and. there lodged the offender\in* the

guard house for a-period., „ YJhen the cowmen were ordered,

,io stay out of the Strip_with their cattle which included

the .Box T outfit, Ooley's neighbor, the restraining*pro-

donation in practice and effect amcfiaated to a ridl«ul>us

sham because-Chapman who was largely charged with enforc-

ing i t in, this end of the Strip at least was easily "fixed"

by the ranchmen to disregard the prohibitive regulation^

Oooasionally, Chapman and his Indian scouts would drive

* • * •
cattle out but the next day or so they would be baok and •
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"would range &t .trill without being molested by Oovernment >,
4

a u t h o r i t y . _ •.-- •-""•••-_

'•then Ooley was about nine years old his father seat

. him from their ranch to the Box T. headquarters over the

line in the Strip to borrow some -sugar. The distance was
• * * V

about-five miles end young Ooley rode a pony. . V/ithin a

mile of two of the Box T ranch house on the way he met

Amos Ohapman and aijout twenty stelwar,* Indian scouts. .

-Without any warning one of the Indians dashed up to Ooley

grabbed both- bridle"retvrs;--aut. .of his'liands and. started

leading' the-pony awa*- froa the remainder of the force.

This action frightened Ooley yet he fe l t that Ohapman

would-not permit him to be harmed in any way Although the

scout leader nade no effort to res t ra in the Indian burk.

3o;:ie hundred yards dis tent fron Chapman and the others

in the detachment the Indian .handed the or-die reins bsc1:

to Ooley and then gave the boy's pony several sharp lashes

over i t s rump with h is heavy rewhide qu i r t . Ooleyfs pony

nearly- jumped from under him in bounding away from the

mischievous buck Indian, The ent ire scout party then

roared and whooped with laughter a t th i s prank. Ooley
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s t i l l curses Chapman for' condoning i t . These scouts were

outf i t ted completely with regulation cayalry equipment

and presented jui te a unique end imposing appearance.

In the fore part" of 1694 the Ooleys came to the

S t r i p . The father fi led on a homestead upon, which the

town of Fargo now i s s i t t ing. , Loren Ooley went to work

on the famous old H, Steeple Hanch the headquarters of

which was only a few miles northwest of "iis fa ther ' s

claim. He became the II Steeple ' s f i r s t horse wrangler,

.tit that time there was nothing at Fargo but a pump

sta t ion by the ra i l road track end a oor ccr for a s ta t ion

4epot, The santa Fe had named the .stat ion .jhitehead.

7hs senior Ooley put up a small store that year on h i s

0-laifii, the f i r s t business establishment of any description

or kind and th i s was the beginning of what years l a te r

beca;;:« the town of Farp'O. * year or two l a t e r the father

of hs. Ooley got a surveyor from the Persimmon Fla t s

country southeast o-f "Woodward and had a portion of h is

homestead surveyed &n4 pla^te.. for a townsite. !,:r. Ooley

named t h i s town Oleta, To the railroad,company, however,

and to the United States Postal Service i t was s t i l l naaed
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. Whitehead. The town of Oleta expanded and a post 'office

' and railway stat ion wer? bu i l t and the place was known

as IThitehead. Just a few ye-rs past the turn of the
* — •

century ;the Santa Fe took the "ini t ial step to remedy th i s

confusing s i tuat ion, an off icial of the l ine carr.e to

ifhitehead-Cleta, according, to Lores Ooley and tprevailed,

upon hi ft* father to* agree with the wishes of the railroad

giving the town a new,and entirely"different name. < In

the course of the ,di SCUTS si on between the two men on the

•subject' the Santa. ?e official f inal ly suggested that the
J r

town be, j3iven the no.-ae of "Fargo".. The senior Ooley

promptly agreed and the railroad man .ve.it immediately to

the railroad stat ion arta notified the r.ostcl auiftiorities '

. at Vashirv^tor. of the change. Henceforth i t became Fergo

ir.ateud 'Of either Jhiteherri or Oleta. Kr. Ooley now

operates s lar^e hcrirure store in ShsttuK-c,


