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An Interview With Loren Ooley,
Shattuck, Oklahoma,

Like @& number of old-timers in this section Mr.

0013& lived just ‘8 few miles over the 11ne in Texas from

the west end of the Cherokee Strip severel years prior
to the Strip Opening and was in ah&mover the territory
whiech later became Oklahoma about as much as he was in

K
Tbxas« ' ,
. With nis parents the family drove fromtcherryvale,_';
Kansas, via Kiowa and on sauthwest through the Strtg
:and looated on ﬂolf Greek just a few miles west or the - -
| Texas-?herokee Stérp boundary. This -was in 1885.n Thay '@71
came through Fort Supply on this trip and l&ld ov;r there

for r;ve daya., There were se¥en teen hundred Indians

being held at Fort Supply et that time unéeﬁnle%e’gﬁard

.

or the troops at the fort. They were canped in the fo;k
of Beaver end Wolf Oresks. . .
Aocording to Mr, Ooley the military authorities at

'Fort Supply occasionally permitted bands of fifty
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of these Indtens at one time to leave their camp and the
post area - to hunt 15 $51s;quartef‘of the Sirip. As

é’i'ule tﬁo.ugh the hunting pagty was slweys accompanied

“

’by soml“scouta from the fort. About the only trouble

-

these Indians made nas stealing everything,they could
- get auay with. ‘ o |
- Mg. Ooley ; father established‘a ranch in Texas..
At :irat the Oelay ramily got their‘mail at Fort 89pply
andehéii sﬁppliés rromeeitﬁer Kiqwa or Do@ge City,A
Kgnsaa}énd dauéll&‘ﬁhey.fréiéhted from Kiowa; a round
;ripuggquiring from two to th%e%'weaka:  & well def{ped
and ggod trail led to ;Ki.o;ai;n_ é‘:imaevsiaya by way of Fort
_'Suéplﬁﬁand over étrip‘éetritpry”the g;eatef'paf£ of the
weY. . | | ; | ‘ | |
ﬂhen ths Ooleys aettled in Texas the ramous Box T
-RAnch hed 1ts headquarters on Long Creek just a few mileg'
'ﬁvér’th% line in the &h@fokbg Strip according to Mr.
Ooley. The Boi f,‘battle‘ranged‘over the western end orAA
‘the<¢€¥ip and into-Tbxaa; The Ooley 8 cattle rangedﬂm
',1nto %ha Stﬁip samq;soo. This arrnngsment brought Ooley

1nto ‘Oklahoma often though he 1lived in’ szns.
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In those days the famous scouf Amos Chapman, was
riding this oountry more or less with a force of Indian
scouts or policemen as his force was often: referred to.
Chapman was harsh and ruthless sometines with men whom
he found in thesStrip without good reason for thelr
being within its boundaries; this was true of-his vreat-

ment of»hunting'parties if and when ﬁgafgme upon them in

elther the Strip ecountry or the Cheypnne -Arepaho Reser-
-@K—-” ~ c(‘a.

/(

vation to the south. Chapmagg;as known' to have arrested
*

‘a single.hunter in this end of tha Strip and

‘Ir“

marched him on foot ahead of a detachment of scauts clesr

Clk
- baek to Fort Supply and there lodged the offender inpthe

guard nouse.for a-period., Vhen the cowmen were ordered

-

£0 stay out of the Strip.with their cattle which included

the Box T outfit, Ooley's neighbot, the restraining-pro-
clamation in practice and effect amdunted to & ridiculius

_'sham because-chaﬁhdh who was largely charged w}th enfore-

ing it in this end of the Strip at least was easily "fixed"

by the ranchmen to disregard the prchibitive regulationq 5
& ‘

Oooaaionally, ohapman and hie Indian acouts vould drive

sattle out but the next day or so they would bé bagk and.
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would range &t will without being molest:4 by gGovernment .,

N
o

suthority. - e
Wthen Ooley was about‘ning‘years 0ld his fether gedf 1'

_him from their ranch %0 the Box 7. hesiquarters over the

3 .
line in the Strip to borrow some .suger. The distence was
ebout -five miles und yo&ng Ooley rode & pony. . ﬁithin a

3

mile oF two of the Box T ranch house on the way he met
AMOS Chapman snd about twenty stelwizrd Indian scouts. . ;.

“Without any warning one of the Indians dashed up to 0dley

-

14

‘grébbed both oridle Téims-out of his Hands and. started

PR .

leading the -pony awal from the remainder of the force.

b

This action frightenec
o e .

TP,
would -not permit him

~oley yét he felt thet Chapman

2

0 he ?#rmed in any way dlthough the
;caut leuder uzde no effort to'restréin the Indiean buék.
Some hundred vards distent f%om Chapmen and the others

'in the detachment the Indiaq.handgd the bridle reiﬁs back
to Ooley and then gave the Loy's pon seversl sharp lashes
over its rump with his heevy rawhide juirt. Ooley's pony
he§fly-jumped from under nim in bounding away from the

-

mischievous buck Indian, The entire scout party then

-

roared snd whooped with laughter at th{s prank. Ooley
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still curses Chapman fof‘condoning it, These scouts were
_outfitted completely with rqgulatibn cava;r} equipment
‘ani Presented 4u;teﬂ§ unigue end imposing eppearance.
In the fore part of 18%4 ﬁhe Ooleys came to the
Strip. The father filed on ; homestead upon ﬁhich‘the
~ town of Fargo now is sitting; Loren Ooley went to work
on the famous old H, Steeple Ranch the hesdjusrters of
which was.only a few miles northwezt of *is father's
claim, He became the Il Steeple's first horse wrangler.
at that time there was nothing ét Fargo but a pﬁmp
. station by the railrovad track ;nd'g oy eir for a station
depot. The sun ta Fe had nemed the station 3hitehead.a

-

The senidr Ooley put up & small store that year on his

cslgim, the first busih}éé estab&ighment of agny description
or xind end this was the beginniag of what‘yéérs late;‘
became the town of Farco. 4 yeer or two later the fether
of kr., Ooley got & surveyor from the Persimon Flats
coqntry southeast of dcodward and had a‘portion of his
homéstegd surveyed ard pla‘te. for a townsite., M. QOoley
nomed this town Oleta. To the railroad_company, however,

-

and to the United States Postal Servicé it was still nemed
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.-Whitehead. The tawn of Oleta expunded and & post'office

"end reilway station wer~ built and the place was known
‘as TThitehead. Just & few ye.rs past the turn of the
century the Santa Fe took the initial step to remed; this

confusing situation, an officiel of the line came tg

[

#hitehead-Cleta, according to Loren Coley a2nd prevailed.

_upon hissfathér to agree with the wishe: of the railrced

.
’

giving the town a new and entirely different neme. ¢ TIn

the course of the discussion between *he two men oOn the

-3ub ject the Santa. Fe officisel finslly suggscted that the
. "-"

town be given the nume of "Fargo™. The seaior Ooley

prozptly egréed end the railroad man seit imiediately to

the rejlrosd station and notifi~d the postcl suthorities’

_at Vashinston of the chiznre, Henceforth it becemr Fargo

Lo

-

irgteud of either hitehecd or Olete. Nir. Coley now

’



