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Field Worker «B narae Mildred B. Mo Far land

This report made on (date) Dtoember flr»t f 193,7

1. 'Faxne Si,Claire Olney

2. post Office Address Sdmond, C8clah.oma.

3. Residence address (:<r location) 4P9 aotith

4. DAT?: ?̂ 'THF-I: ' nth January

.5. Flace -f birth MoOonneUavillft,

6. Tanie of Fatl^er Willard BRVIB Gin ay Place of birth

Other information abo'it father

Name of * thetoulsa Katherlne Speqog^ace of birthQh<ft

Olney.
Other information ab.̂ ut r.other

" ' t^s or complete mrra t i"o by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of tl.e perr-on ir.torviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects uiid nudPticn:,. C )r.t inue on blank sheets if
necessary und attach firmly t- this form. Number of sheets
attached Four sheets.
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Uildred B. MeFarland,
Interviewer
December 1, 1937.

At the ago of seventeen years, I was living with my pati-

ents in Abiline, Texas,

Father and I started out in a covered wagon the first day

of Mey, 1889, f->r Oklahoma Territory. We arrived in Oklahoma

City ifey lOth* having traveled over the Old Chisholm Trail from

Red Hiver to the Jouth Canadian. We brought enough supplies to

camp out and nothing more.

A "Sooner" had staked a claim two mrjes aoxilh of Edmond,

but had never filed on it. father gave him $25.00 to release

it and then filed on it himself.

The first thing we did was dig a hole 10 £ 16 ft. We

built the sides above the ground of pine boards ana covered it

with cottonwood a lab 8 and sod. #e made several stools of split

logs and a table. The stove was purchased in JSdmond. We bought

a few things along as ws could afford them.

Mother came on the train about a month later. It seemed

like a year to me, so I had to do th*. cooking until she ctme.

There w*s a draw on the plac^ and for about a y*KS we

dr*nk creek water. As the goourid had nevar boon broken, we could

not raise a very big crop tho firat year. I experimented with
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cane and watermelons. The next year we made sorghum molasses

for a l l the neighborhood.

One day I wss plowing wi th a small team of mules when

suddenly they stopped, almost throwing me over the plow hand le s .

I loo ed up between t h e mules and t h e r e a t . d t . i ree of the p r e t -

t i e s t deer I had ever seen. Of course , they ran a w y a3 soon as

they spied me.

I planted e quantity of poanuts the f i r s t year, too, but

the p r ' i r i e chickens ate r.l-inost a ] 1 of them.

One dey father and I went over in the blackjacks east of

idmond to see about getting some *ood. I had my r i f l e with me.

Suddenly a big wild turkey gobbler flew out of a t ree just in

front of us, and we h«d turkey to e- t for a week.

There were quite, a few- buffalo wallows on our place. I

have waded through many of them while plowing.

After the f i r s t year, Cftnip meetings were held not far from

us. .

The greatest amusement for a l l the y^ung fol'-s wT*he com-

munity was singingbchool. We would gather a t different homes

end sing hslfShe nigat .

I was twenty-one when the Cherokee Strip was opened for

f
settlement. X decided I wanted a place of my own. A friend, j ',
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AndSl 7/eiaa, and I started out on h'T3esack to make the run. "W*

started six miles west of Orlando and ran thirty-two miles, I

stakred a claim twenty-two railas northwest o>f Perry. The corner-

stone had been disfigured in a w~y that marked school land. I

Tent on and never filed on i t . Later I found i t wa3 not school

land, but aom&one eloe had i t by that time. Disheartened, I r e -

turned to Edmond.

I made the Bun. in the Kickapoo country, but lost out tnere,

too.

I contented myself then on rny father 's farm* I specialized

in wheat and oats. <?e marketed them in Sdmond and Oklahoma City.

'"e attended church in Jidraond. "Prairie Dell1* echool mis

about one rnile from our place* Part of the time c . ,rch was held

tiaere.

About twice^a me nth the neighbors would hold " l i t e ra r ies , "

spelling bees, and box fociais there.
. ' ' the

There were never any Negroes allowed in Edmond. I saw/first

' one driven out of town. A lergp wagon sheet was brought to the

oain treet and the negro placed in i t . A larp-e crowd of men held

the rheet and bounced him high into the a i r , sometimes c-.tching

him, but anct of the times letting him hit the ground. ??hen th«y
r

tired ̂ of this, they turned him loose and started chasing him oat
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of town, throwing s tones and t i n cans a t him. From than on no

negro stayed In idiaond a f t e r sundown.

In 1901, I went to Xiowa County and bought a r e l i n q u i s h -

ment on 3 claim froa: a u5r. S i n c a i d . I homesteaded i t end when

I l.ad proved up ->n i t , I bought another farm, which I s o l d . Then

I bought another .

Ike old homestead i s loca ted twelve luiles southwest ->t

Hobart. I s t i l l own i t .

I was in Hcbart when Car r i e Nation was t h e r e . I a t t ended

a meeting There he was speV-ring. She damaged t h e sa locns and

pcared out wv.iskey v y t h e b r r s l .

I mov-d back t'. Sdrcond in 1929 and r e n t e d both my farms.

I bought the horce I now l i v s i n . I am g e t t i n g old and have the

deoirc t . see ao rsuch of the United S t a t e s as p o s s i b l e . I t r a -

vel most o the t i i i e . I enjoy t h i n k i n g b$ck"to the t imes we

s ta r ted O'ir pioneor days , ne worked hard t o have a home, but

were hr-ppy through- i t a l l .


