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NAME, Harriet Gibbons-Oskes. - o n
- Biqgraphic gketch ' ' .
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From personal iaterview with"tne sutjcet.

b ‘Y PRGN

£04 Zast Kirk St. fugo, vklahoma,

. .

&

\A el “
R Héze; i. Greens, J@urnalist. ‘ T
- w ot . : -
e Indiaaniénzef flstory rrojecs J~l§Qin . t; -
ikovember 1, 1v3d7. ) _ )
Dete of birth--Jf ----------- 1887
Place 6f%birth -------------- Goodwater ,about 1§ -. -.

. milss southeust present town of Hugo. -,
Father --7----77—--~---%—--—Joseph'Bérke; Gibtonms.

rlace of birth----=~-w------30uth Carolina.
Mothere-mceemmccnguaaao ————— -Mary Tolbart-~-Gibbons.
L4 . v M

3irthplece---=-=-~- —————— --Arkansas.,

Father aad mother, J. P. Giﬁbqps and .ary Gibbons, are

' 2 *

* lying siie oy sids ihlxne Goodland cemstery, about four

~
>

niles‘southwest of Hugo, Uklahoma.

Father died in 1918. -
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ity father , Joseph Parker 3ibbons, was bora in South

L4 ' ,
Carolina, but was raised in Arkansas. Ke went to common

[3

'schdols for s feﬁ years, then he attended tne Arkansas

College at Batesville, arkansas, by working liis way'throuéh. S
It is a’Presbyterian Collere, and he prepnrei-himéeif for

the miniapry. AHe married my mother, ilary Tolgentx ab&ﬁt

1883, snd immediately afterward the Presbyterian Synod' .

“sent him as s .isslonary to the Indians st Goodwater

v

Shurch in the Choctaw Nation, 2nd in what is now Choctaw

County, sbout luv miles southeast of the present towa of

Hugo, Oklahoma. There was also a Goodwater .church in

MeCurtain County but this is e different chureh. “Fhen

)

tney arrived at Goodwater, there was no parsonace so

Thomas Oakes and hi: wife, Farriet Iveridge Oakes ,

took t.em in their homs. Here they lived for perhaps

1)

five Sf'six yéafs; maybe longer, when father built a '
house close by{ But Solomnon Hotena, é full-blood |
Choctaw Indiaéféggmpch wanted my father to come ;p

1o éoodlahd and live that he sai& he would give him

a hundred and sixty-odd acres of lahd.‘ «8 our house
at Goadwater ﬁas small, oaly a couple pf rooms, fathe?

v

tore them dbvn and re-built , adding sbout threse more
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rooms, a hall, and porches all sround. 7This house waé located
zbout a mile from Ggodlagd on what ig now the 3hdctaﬁ“county
" poor Farm aﬁd that house gs now used s the loor rarm homs.

It is still & nice house. I thiak ‘hat was about 1896.
Father put a lot of improvements on that land, and then when
Solomou‘Hotema died, he loust it. It seené:that "‘otemsa had
'bﬁt the wr;ng numbers in the deed whichn ﬁe h;d given nmy
father and #hen father attempted to have his desd recorded

it showed only about twenty acres over in fths woods about

a mile away. Father dida’t wa;tythat, so‘Mrs. Hotema;and

the lawyérs she eAﬂioyed,got the pluce that we hgd spent

S0 much?time aéd money on. hen father found thai hs héd to

-~ove, the Synod (Présbytgriaa) built us a\home over close

o

long as ne lived, .y stepmother, .rs. ‘elia Gibbqps}\
€7 e

ST

“lives in it now -nd it will be hers as long as sifz lives.

v

|

:

} to the church anﬁ schaol, This nhous2 was to be his as
{

J
|

' /
Thea it reverts to the church. Un our move from “oodwatisr

to Goodlsnd school sad church. the team got scared ran

away, and broke tne scgon tojsue, wnd father had to cut
- . A . /

a pole and .ake another coupling pole und wagon tongue

before we coulas proc=ed on our ﬁuy-,Mother lost her

smoothing irons and we had te go to raris, .exas,to get
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more.. Paris was our_ tradins point. We even got our meil

<

there for a long time; Father went over there about once
* 7

L)

evary two or three months; he'd go one day and come back
the nex. with = wagon load ofhfloq{, sugar ani coffeg all

df which l:e bouxnt by the-barrel: Calico he bourht by the
: \ \ .

bolt, also white "drilling" for mnekine drawers for men.

-

I cannot undersiend why se didn't get mall at Goodland

b0ost ofrice zs it was in th: home of r. S5ilas 3acon,

R -

only asbout a mile away> Jf course we never ot uch
mail of any kind, aayway, but I renember his‘getting
. ' 4 . ‘.

it ia raris until -réant and Soodland were built on the
railroad. .

I recall father going 1o Goodgland to the liasonie
- ) N -7 /‘ *
icdge. I reveqber onc: when & _was just about nine or.. - | g

. - o ¢ -
t:n ysars vld tae ..asons for socme reason had a big meet-
ing which included business,-a banquet and a dance after-
ward in the _odve hall. Father went, and tooxk we. That
was one of the most wondarful experiencas I ever hed in
my life., .y world hal been right at the churches wh-:re

here

we had always lived ana / I wes gzetting to see a dance.
Father ettended the business meeting and tlien 1looked on

€

at the dance for a little while. Some of the boys wantaq
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to ‘take me out on the floor and teach me how t0 daance and

~

of course I wanted to try, but‘fafh_r vetoed that. However,
Ay cup of happiness was brimming cver .itn just gettiag to
go to a town on a railroed sni to th> .dence end banquet.

f
other was in bad health and noi eblz to #o. The Synod

P

sransferr=2d ay fa.her from the ﬁoouwateﬂﬁhurch 10 5004 larn.

and oae things I re..smber sbout that 2ove was father catch-
ing tur<eys out of trees to take over tun~sre with us;
tame turkeys. .be 400ds zere full of wild turkeys too.

the first years oy folks lived at Soodwatzr

~y father rode 2z 51id bey uorse called vld Yatt. Jonce

8

waen he wac 02 .uis way from ~“oodwatsr te Goodland to

preach, <s h=2 caze to the fork in the rozd that old

-

horse refused to go toward Goodland. 2 would go any

: but )

way ftoward Soodland. ?at”er\ined and triez; at last .
he guve Li the reins :n: he returned nome. 4 few days

iéter he hssrd tnet there wac an 9lectiop at Goodland
Church snd that th:re were a lat of drunken Indians
there, weiting for him to kill him. Those drgnk
Indiens said that the reason they meant to kill papa
was because g0 neny Indians worshipped Lim and they

-

did not want their people worshipwning him instead of
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God. They said he h<d gone among them preachin., teaching
aud doctoring them until th many Oof th:n thouzHt him a God.
He always sald it sas tle han? of God that forced that old
horse to turn bgck .ome instead.of going on., another time

the o0ld norse refused to £0 on ani he reme.bered that other

* -

time so he returned noae Lo'find we vary 1ll ad in nzed of
a doctor., .heres was anone nexrer thaa tnenty'nilés SO ne -
aounted his horse sgain =znd went afier thz doctor wio
perhaps saved  my life, because my fetner and "Crandne Cakas"
with their simsle remedies did not know what to do for -ie.
Nearly every grandmoiher ig the couniry practiced ~idwifery.
"Grand-a” Oakes‘deliveréd me, and nsmed me for harself. .ape
went anong the ‘ndiens when iazy were sick, rzading the
3ible 1o them, prayiag, giving them pills and chill ¢ nie,
salves etc., u.til sohe‘of them thought Le @as as good es.
any doctor. lhere mere so fes #nite peopls around uﬁ .
;hey were neerly &ll full-blood Indians w#ho knew nothing
about tilling the -80il &nd produc{ng something to eat..
He taught them how to farm>how L0 take care of th:ir

. %
sick and taught themw Christienity. If eny of them died
he made their coffins =snd buried them. I've seen him

make :nany a coffin, I have known him to walk from Goodland

to Goodwater, about twenty miles, just to read the Bible
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Yo 014 Grandma Harriet Osekes, after she went blind. He

got so he could npt’ride a horse without pain and the

roads were bai for a bugéy; 80 he just welked miles
f .

and mi}es. I've known him to walk to Kb;oma, away up

—_—

t

above Antlers. He'd g0 on Friday, preach on saturday
night and Sunday, go hunting}gnd fiehing until time
10 preach the next Saturday and Sungsy, zn. then re-
turn homé, anq Walkzevé;y sfep of thezﬁay. I hevé knowd

* him to walk- thirty miles on Friday rest 3aturday, preach
8' . .l
on .Jonday. In his leter years he'

Suﬁday; éhd return home
always ralked to nis churches.

As his oldeét ehild, 1 .kept éouse efter llother

v . 3

dled snd sometimes I ®would be so frightened I would be
'neerly sick. i'd aear drunk,lﬁdians whooping gpd shooting
and I would vut out tne lights, and put the little ones
to bed. There was a crazy Indian who wc&ld.come to our
héuse, too. I'd fz2ed him all ne would eat, then he would
go to slecp and %hen he would awaskea he would g0 away.
I surely w®as afraid of him.

Mother died when I was thirteen. The only white
‘neighbors we nad were the'Goodings, a mile away and irs.
- Gooding would come over oftea and help me with her/mothef;

. .-
1y advice. They were the only white neighbors we had for

-8 good many years.

12 .
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I had gons to Goodland to school all my life and for
£ﬁe last two years had bezn the only one in my class so, when
I wes about f&urteen my father wrote to my .iothcer's nalf-sister
whQ was & widow with one child, and 10ld her that ne nzeded her
for a hbusek;eper and to teke care of tge litfle children be-
cauge I had gone as far zs I could et 5Soodland aﬁd ne rwust

send me away 1tb school. I'8ttendel the arkansas Collece atb

Batssville, .nd worked my way through two years. I hadn't

(6]

iime vo specialize in anyithing, because I hed 1o work eo

. N 5
hard. Next, I attended-tine lexas Presbyl:rianm Collece at
. <
’

Zilford, Texas, for two years. Then I came aove and merried

Clarence Andrew Qakes, son of Lem . Ozkes. My husband is

a

Nabout 1/16 Choctew Indian.. I am all white. .

\ * I rememver nearing nmy father preech ena prav in the

\

| . . s
Shoctaw Lansuase. Iie hed to learn it because sometimass his

entiréﬁﬁongregation would be full-blood Choctaw Indiens.
o»

I remember, too, when he s2nt to Fsris, .exas, and
returnad with a namber of lamps —ith reflectors behiad
them 10 bang upom the wall of the church to replsce the

little brass lamps that we haij always had. Je thoufi¥

&

the new lamps beauiliful.

& .

The Reverend ar. Stark was the first Superiniendent

!

_of Goodland school I remember, c=nd a mrs. 2acon kept the

s - Sy



| -
| 714
| 12028"

14

OAKES, HARRIEY GIBBONS.  INTEXVIENW,
first boarders there I believe. The boarding house was a
tho-story log house wiwh a long sideroom at th: back, which

h &
was dining room and kitchen. The boys ali :lsut upstairs

and -the girls downstairs. there were about tza in ell end

Some 0f them narelv

a3 ~

tne most of them were orphans, thougm
lived too far away 10 come 10 school deily.
There were stores at Goodiznd church grouai from

time 0 lime, but nevar a post office uneil about twalve v

- years agd. It was established when tue railro:l town of

-

Goodland was abandonea And Eugé was built a° lue cross-

;ng of the lwo raillroads. I guess ‘the post office was

ét Goodlaad railrcad station for about [iftszen years.
¥hen I was & child, candidates for §ffices uged

to bring cezaning outfits to Goodland ,camp for days and

. N . L N T
make specche® untll each candidats had had his say; then
they would move on t0 some other conmimity where peonle
-‘ = °
gathered -to ear the speeches. ‘ord wouli be sant .

i
-~ b o & -~ ., - | S ~ s -~ y v p
ahsad so that sverybody could raiuczr there and hsar
1
‘
i
!

the speeches, jusv like = camp-meeting,
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