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Louise S5. Barnes, ' ,
Invastigaior,

April 18, 1938,

An Interview With wWill OWMGH,

Greenfield, Oklahoma, ‘

Will Oberdshalhoff wes born in Missourl April 1,

1877, and moved to Logan county' in 1803, He lived on a

farn but there wes & c'omm;t? failure~with the crops in

1894 and 1898; and had nothing to eat but keffir corn-

bread. amd salt pork until the second year 1n Okl;hpfnn |

_ then fhey‘k}n; plenty of miik and but—ter. His father died *
uhiii‘ha nd;t szall boy, leaving h.u mother with tour ¢hil- |
dren, so while he remained at home he was rcquirod to ram _

barefooted,leven for two years after he began tamlng for

himself, He started farming in 1899, ho got his monoy to
buy his )qnipmnt through & loan but had to pay 5% Pnry
menth on it so wanted to pay if off as soon as pon{ible.
He bougl;f equipment that was walking inploments‘, 80 had to

1k x=sny a =ile ga‘tam the sighty acerss of Iadian| land

he had rented, but he still was barefooted. But as |the
yq,ais continued he inereased the acres he was faminﬁ 80

) ial soon farming three Indian oight{oa. .
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. He bought his own home in 1010, after he and his/
ﬂ.fe were marriod in 1902, Kor names wees Rlla, Th had
1ived one mile nerth of '§¢re their farm in Blatn# Oounty'
is now located. Thoy liyud in a half dugout th#he years,
and then they started’ yuil irdg up their own 3¢mo

Nre Obardghalhotf said: My wite and I have had no
help exeept that we oould always borrow monsy when we got
tn a tight place, but we are now sven with the uozld, aod
do. not owe anycne. We have our fnrm/ﬁil clear, formerly
i1t was Indian land, It has not beed an easy job to pay
out a rarml%nd home like we have and we have had lots of
bed lusk as well as good, but I had & companton who would

/
stiek thrdugh it all and help try to find scmo&ay we could
make the grade, which we have, and now we are ;pending our
1ives as we have always wanted to, So;o eould not meke a
g0 in this new eountry when it was Opensd up but I was not
used %o mnch.so i1t seem=d 1liRe a chance to me, even though

I was only a .barefoot boy.



