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EARLY DAY INCIDRITS
An interview of 3am J, Haynes, age 73,

chief of Tulwa Thatko town, (Tulwa)
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Tulwa Thalio wes ancthier tribal towan .that came
to %ize Indian :rer‘ri tory froi: Alabama but-this iribe
did not go through all the hardships as those that
lwere driven and forced to leave the old homes, Tulwa
Thakko was a.ong the first that left the old home
country for the Indian Territory -nd the last tribés
“to leave were the ones that were driven and forced to
l;ave that suffered :,=9s_t on the trip. _

iy »father, Wllllam Haynes, was the chief of Tulwa
Thalio su;.d. he was the one that led that tribe into the
Indian Territory. my father died in 1881 and the
task grounds that h'e was chief of ceased wo funciion.
"His succesao‘r as chief was Henry Johnson and after his
‘death-his brother becaume chief and on Lis death I beca.e
c¢hisf and have.been chief ever since., The members
of Tulwa Thakko town (tulwa) are few in number aﬂd

scattered. There was receatly, a new busk .ground es-

tablished some fiftesn wiles east of Henryetta, Oklahomas
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but it is ..ot So active .8 other uribal towns. |

I was taien to thie south to Tex.s and lived -~
along the Red River durimn, the Civil Jar, Lut I do ‘
not remenber much of those days. \

Al the young a’e of twenty-one, I served as cap~-
tain of he Li.hthorseuen of the QOkmul,_ee Dist.ict.

I dénrt say for certain tutbt it seecuas to me hat I was
the younéest captain in the uskoyee-(Creelr nation,
I served for one term, a tern uveing two.year's tile.

I served one .erm as vrosec ti.g attorney nnd one Lerm

as judre of tie Okaul iee District,

the Loyal Crees pay.ents—to serve -8 int rpréter amd-

one to identify the Iadians who ca.e in answe to the
na.e. I Zuess I xnew 208t of tue Indians, uti if IJf/
was doubtful 1 left furti.er invesiligations to‘Lg/één-
ducted by a coumittee esvecially anpoi:irted. /?ﬁé pay-
nenus éould not e ..ade undil I gave ny agptSVal.

X 'I.don't ¥now 1f I served oy duty fuliy to'carry
out that law and order of tiat ti e, buift. these things
were necessary for  .an, he had to. have courage,
alertness, fast th;nking and comuon sense., Criminals

and other desperate characters had to Le faced aluost
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at the cost of one's life. 0Only one district was
given the authority to Lring in a wanted man even if
he was in one of the other districts. ile was to be
brought in dead or alive, Law breaxers were hunted
regardless of the weather, Le it freezing cold or
ho t.

Oonce, the Li hthorse.en of tie Okmulgee District
were glven orders to bring in a murderer, Genawee,
a meiber of the Tuskegee tribal town (tulwa). I
think that he heard froum some source that I was to be
responsible for his capture and word reached uie that
he had said, "That soung wan will not cap ture nen."
I reply,.l Yowed, "I au a aan, too. I will .eet up
with him face to face before long and we will see wiho

~

is the real mane.

one cold winter ni_.bt, I lLook two of .y men with

ne and we started for a lace as I had heard where a
horse race to held the next day a few miles west of

the present Beggs. I, 8180, had heard that Genawee was

to be there and enter his horse in the race, so I had
deéided to make investigations and maybe maite an arrest

condi tions were favoravle and I saw hinm,
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it was. eafly the next worning tngt We cane in
gidht of the hOmé of and Indian, /e dismounted and
tied our horses in some thickets and walked up to the '
house, It was only two Qiles frow. the race track and

we entered the fiouse to .aru . obtain breakfast be-

-~
.

fore proceeding on to the racing scene. W_ were at tho
ble eating breakfast when we saw a man approach the

house on horseback., .e-sto.ped eating and quieted all

the table noise and waited to see whatktﬁé man would —— ——

do. He never got off of his horse but just stopped

outside and looked all around., He rode off presently.

He was a lookout for Genawee and we iumiediately followed

him towards the race dourse without hig knowing that he

was being followed., . . <

A8 we neared the race cou.se, I told one of uy aen

to climb one of the tall trees and see what could e
seen, He came down froa the tree and reported that iue
race was abput to start, e uade rapid progress towards

the race track. On reaching the track we spied Genawee

to Okmulgee where he was to be tried and prosecuted,
Genawees on his horse, was bound and tied by the men,

on the way, he requested me io race with him, but I refuseds
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an escape. ‘He had a slicker tied on behind his saddle
which he was tr,;.ng to reach but never dide “hen it
had become dark, he did maie a dash for a getaway, I
fired at the horse and the other .i.en fired shots
too but he ot away.

e rode on in Yo Qkuulgce and arrived at the council
house, The next aorning, with fresh horses, we returned
to the spot of the sﬁooting tut did not see the man,

There-were I{reshly wade wagon tracks, A few asteps away

TTe——
—

we noticed a place where a xan had Beemed _to stru gle.

—

—
—

We realized that Genawee had been loaded into a wagqﬁ -

——

carried off. e found his herse and scarched the slicker .
and found a buek horn handled fort.y::fivp:

e followed the wagson tracks uﬁfil we arrived at
the hoae of souie negroes a.:d found a ne;r’ess washing out
some bloody shesis. e questioned her and learned that
Genawee had died that morning and had been taken down
to the neighboé Indian's houe. when we arrived at the
Indian ho.ie, the Wo.ien caiie out and gave e a thr shing
with words, We immediately left the place and returned
to Okmlgee., San Hawkings was the name of the com-

panion of Genawee and there being no charge against him,
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he was never arresteds, He later .eca.se a good nan
and died a natural death,

Ag c¢captain of the lighthors.men, I received
3300,00 a yea;.

Any prisonerts haunds a.:d feel ve. e securely tied
ang bound bt a post since tiere vere no regular place
to confine uheus Tie prigoner's wer: constantly
guarded Ly so..e of the Li i.thorseden, day oand night.
A prisouer was itried within three or four Jlays and
either whipped or kiiled. 3iX days was thie lonjest

~pertod-ef thme that a prisoner was cpt btounds A

“certain wan was a;pointed to feed the srisoners nd

received ;1.02 a day for his services.

ouring wmy .erus as prosecuti... altornsy I never
did fall to convist a prisocer. In ordef to to this
I had to wma:e a £411 investigation .nd thoroughly
question the different withesses., If I wes successful
in bringing .tout the couviction of a prisoner, I re-
ceived 325,00 per .risoner. I have convicled as many
a8 twenty-five prisoaers at one ti.e., One prisoner

' a
Was never trie§ but was .released through a bondsman

and when  three or four priso.ers were on hand, a ‘trial

of all was held, Souwetimes a prisoner would request
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the chief of the nation %o give hiu a pardon, Fhia
request was often fulfilled,

The last Indian ueth.od of punishuent was inflict-
ed on Timmie Jack, an Indian, wzi had illed his
friend through Jjealousy over a girl, He was tried
and convicted and si:»t in a sta.di.ng .o08ition, The
story of tiiis incident is related on the nonucent
that stands e:. the couaeil house yard at Olimulgee,
Okdahona, -

It was some tiue duri..; the early days tnat soue
quapaws (called yuajalke wny ijusiosee-~Creeks) had es-
tablishied ti.eir huntiag grouhds aldﬂﬁrtﬁe vorth
canadian River, west of Cluulgee, wi:erc the;s fished
and tra ped, Altuough t.e were Juapaws from their
own reser;ation in aorthecstern iadian Terr;tory. ’
they had built s.all log cabins where they lived.
They trapped winis, otters aad ov er fur-bearing ani-
plals and were ood tradérs. diea enough fur had been

accu.ulated, the Quasaws would return to their omn

gountry or go on to trade at so.e of the larger twead-

ing posis,



