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EARLY DAY INCIDENTS

An in te rv iew of 3am J , Haynes, ace 73 #
Chief of Tulwa "ttiakko tsown. (Tulwa)

Okraul^ee ,

, *ield Worker
Indian-pioneer history
7-36-37

Tulwa 1!ha/.l:o wt?s another tribal town, that oarae

to tiie Indian Territory frou Alabama but this tribe

did not go through all the hardships as those that

were driven and forced to leave the old hones.

Ttiakko was a..;ong the f i rs t that left the old home

country for the Indian Territory :.jid the las t tribes

to le.ave were the ones that were driven and forced to

leave that suffered uost on the t r ip . __

ay»father, Y&lliau Haynes, was the chief of Tulwa

Thal-ko and he was the one that led that tribe into the

Indian Territory, liy father died in 1881 and the

busk grounds that tie was chief of ceased to function.

His successor as ciiief was Henry Johnson and after his

death his brother becaue chief, nnd on his death i became

chief and have been chief ever since. The members

of Tulwa 1-iakko town (tulvsra.) are few in number and

scattered. There was recently, a new frusk .ground es-

tablished some fifteen Biles east o'f Henryetta, Oklahoma*



j . INTERVIEW;

342

P. ^^

but i t i s .101 so active ^s other Lribal towns,

I was taken to the south to Tex-̂ s and lived

along the Red River during the Civil ,.;ar, Lut I do

not remember much of those -days.

At the young aje of twenty-one» I served as cap-

tain of tiie Li/.hthoroe^en of the Okmul̂ ee Di.st.lct.

I don't say for certain but i t seeas to UQ M&t I was

the youngest captain in the :.:u3ko^ee-creek aation,

I served for one term, a tern? being two year 's ti^e. «

I served one .era as pro sec tug attorney and one uerm

as jud;.;e of the okaul.^ee District,

The Dawes Co...aission euployed ;.*e during one of

one to identify tlie Indians who ca...e in aaswer to tiie

na..»e. I g:aess I knew uiost of t.ie Indians* ut if I /

was doubtful I lef t T^rtKer inveo vacations to 'Le/Con-

ducted by a cou^ittee espepially appointed. ^ie pay-

ments could not yQ ...ide until I (jave ny approval*

• I don't know if I served ay duty fully to carry

out that law and order of that ti 6i tart these tklags__

were necessary for . aan» he had to. have coura£S»

alertness* fast thinking and common sense. Criminals

and other desperate characters had to be faced almost
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at the cost of one»s l i fe , only one dis tr ic t was

given the authority to bring in a wanted i.ian even if

he was in'one of the o'ther dis tr icts . He was to be

brought in doad or alive. Law breakers were hunted

regardless of the weather, be i t freesinc cold or

ho t*

Once, the Li.,htliorsa^en of t;:e oknul^ee District

were given orders to bring in a murderer* Genawee,

a member of the Tuskegee tribal torn (tulwa), I

think that he heard frou some source that I was to be

responsible for his capture and word reached .ue that

he had said, "That young uan will not capture men*"

I reply, I Vowed, "I an a .uan, too, i will aeet up

with him face to face before long and we will see who

is the real man."

One cold vvinter ni.owt, I look two of ...y a en with

me and wfc started for a ;>lace as I had heard where a

horse race to held the next day a few miles west of

the present Beggs, I , also, had heard that Oenawee was

to, be there and enter KII tiurstift th^ raee-#_ J&SL JL

decided to make investigations and maybe make an arrest

conditions were favorable and I saw him.
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I t waa early the next uorning that we cane in

Si _ht of the hOî e of an Indian, v/e dismounted and

tied our (horses in soae thickets arid walked up to the

house* I t was only two uiles fro;., the race track and

we entered the house to .aru JU.U obtain breakfast be-

fore proceeding on to tho racing scene, w were a t the

table eating breakfast when we sav? a man approach the

house on horseback* .<e-sto ,ped eating and quiated al l

the table noise and waited to see what the aan woulcT '

do. He never got off of his horse but just stopped

outside and looked all around. He rod© off presently.

He was a lookout for Genaw'ee and we immediately followed

him towards the race course without his knowing that he

was being followed.

AS we neared the race course, I told one of ay Lien

to climb one of the tall trees and see what could be

seen. He caiae down frosi the tree and reported that the

race was about to s tar t , .ve uade rapid progress towards

the race trade. On reaching the track we spied Genawee

~autt'mils—tfr© anp$*t--and-aade th:gL_start |"or a return trip

to Okiaulgee where he was to be tried and prosecuted.

Gonawee* on his horse» was bound and tied by the men*
* v

On the way* he requested me to race with him, but I refused*
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an escape. He had a slicker tied on behind his saddle

which he was trying to reach but never did, ynhen i t

had become darkt he did make a dash for a getaway, I

fired at the horse and the other 4uen fired shots

too but he t.o t away•

",7e rode on in to cfaul^ce and arrived at the council

house. The next r.iornin£i with fresh horses t we returned

to the spot of the shooting 'out did not see the man,

freshly ;.<ade wajjon trades, A few steps away

noticed a place where a !^Tliacr~se^fst-ed-_to_stru cle .

We realized that Genawee had been loaded' into a wagon •

carried off. Ve found his horse and searched the slicker

and found a buck horn handled forty-five,

"/e followed the wagon tracks until we arrived at

the ho;ae of soiae negroes wd found a ne^ress washing out

socie bloody sheets. We questioned her and learned that

C-enawee had died that aoraing and had been taken down

to tiie neighbor Indian's ho.ae, «<hen we arrived at the

Indian ho;ae» Uie wouien cane out and ^ave -e a thr shing

with words. We immediately lef t the place and returned

to Okniulgee, Sam Hauflqings was the name of the com-

panion of Genawee and there being no charge against him*
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he was never ar res ted. - He l a t e r "..ecaue a good aan

and died a n a t u r a l death.

AS Captain of the l i g h t h o r s ...en, x r e c e i v e d

f300.00 a y e a r .

Any pr isoner* 3 hands and f e e l we. e secure ly t i e d

and bound to a pos t s i n c e there were no regu la r p l ace

to confine theu. Tie p r i s o n e r ' s wer^- cons tan t ly

guarded by so...e of the Li!>£horse,.ien, day and night*

A p r i s o n e r was t r i e d wi th in three or four days and

e i t h e r whipped or k i l l e d , s i x day3 was tlie l o n g e s t

r was .'.opt bound, A

certain- «tan was appointed to feed the prisoners ,nd

received )1.0Q a day for lii s services.

During my ,erus as prosecuti.-^ attorney I never

did fail to convist a prisoner, in order to to this

I had to <na.:e a fail investigation and thoroughly

question the different witnesses. If I was successful

in bringing .-.tout the conviction of a prisoner, I re-

ceived .$20.00 per prisoner. I have convicted as nany

as twenty-five prisoners at one ti..>e« On© prisoner

was never tried but was pleased ^ ^ a hondmm *

and when-three or four prisoners were on hand» a trial

of all was held, sometimes a prisoner would request
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the chief of the nation to ^ive hiu a pardon. This

request "was often fulfilled.

The last Indian method of punishaent was inf l ic t -

ed on Tiaiuiie Jack» an Indian, who had killed his

friend through jealousy over a gi r l . He was tried

and convicted and sh-t in a st&idi.ig position. The

story of this incident is related on the monument

that stands o^ the cou.icil house yard at

I t was some ti.ae duri;^; tiie early days that some

Quapaws (called ^ua^alke ay iiusko^ee-Creeks) had es-

tablished ti^eir hunting grounds aloiftr the IJorth

Canadian River, west of okwulgee> whoro they fished

and tra ped» Altaoug^i t^e^ were .juapaws froo their
f

reservation in aortlie-istern iaaian Territory!

they had built s^all log cabins where they lived.

They trapped ;.dnl:s» otters cvid ot..er fur-bearing ani-

mals and were ood traders, ;iie.i enough fur had been

accumulated, tlie ^uajaws would retr.rn to tlieir ami

oountry or go on to trade at so^e of the larger tre.d-

ing


