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Interview with George Lee Nicholson
703 South Virginia
Bartlegvi ile, Ok;ahmna
Investigator - Alene D. McDowell

Indian-Ploneer History, &-14€¢
Jamuary 19, 1938

Al

George l.ee Nicholson was born January 1, 1867, in
Fannin County, Texas. ' 7
Father--Aaron Nicholson was btorn neariHozﬁz_%_,_-Grc;ve,
Fannin County, Texas, and is buried 5 miles northwest of
Honey Grove. R | |
Mother--jinerva SES Nicholson was born in Sumner
County, Tennesges, d/{ed at the age of 100 years and is
buried near Honey Grove. '
o ¥y parernts: were both élavee. ¥y mother was brought
from Teansssos o as b" her white owner, Tom Skew,
- in 1858, and settled in Famnin county where she met and
' married my %ather. -
I Lived in Texas unt‘i?L I was £0 years old, then oam;
to the §Mian Tamtory. * I mede the trip f;‘om Texas with
a span of mules and a<eovered wagog,ln 1887. There weré -

thres wagons besldes mines,_.'me—seather was’ bad and it took

!
us ten days to make the trip. - ¥e went from She_rman to

s

Yo
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Gainesville, Texas, crossed Red River ;n watts Perry
near Burneyville, Iﬂdian Territory, and settled in Love-
county, 15 miles west of Marietta. I wsent to work on
a ranch for Bill ¥ashington, a white cattleman, and
rpmained there for six months. ¥r. Washington owned
three resaches -and ren three brands, known as the
Dot=-0«D0t, Circle G and B. P. . Later & law wes passed

that each cattleman could run only one brand. If he

a—

ouneq more then one ranch the old brand must be blotted
out ard the cattle brunded rith his esteblished brand,
¥r., ¥ashington shipred about 10 car lcads of cattle four
times a ysar.

My bome wes 8 one room log cabin built'in the gids of

a hill, faced the eust and had one door &nd no windows.

It had a dirt floor and board roof, There-was 8 fire
place in one end of the cabin where I cooked.ix I hed &

wire-rack where the iron kettie hurn.g over the fire gnd I

«—;\.\{ ‘N:.‘—._

baked in an iron skillet with an ifon cover., -3 i

My bed wus u bunk made of hickory poles, in ong e .

::::

P -

o
. corner of the cabin. I had no chairs, so bored holes in

. 2 log and 1§§9rtedilegs, meking benches to sit on. I
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secured my water supply from Brushy Creek ,a short
distance from the house.

Our principal crops were corn and wheat. Our bread
supply was mostly corn breead. %e raised the principél
part of our living and Nature furnished our msat. There
wnas lots of wild geme, wild hogs, dzer, prairie chicken,
turkey, quail, coon and possunm. The 'I‘.ez_:as cattle some-
times drifted across- the rivér into the Indian Territory
to graze., They were not branded and nobody claix;ad them.
They wxld incrsase until the( herd sametimes numbered 100,
They were wild by nature and with no que to oé;'e, for them
they beceme more ;mruiy and were known as wild cattle.

. ‘The cattie?eﬁ’w;uld,brand them at the Fail round-up,
divﬁtdmg/ ;chem équally. A prairie chicken resemﬁle;d a

‘éﬁinea fowl. our only fruit was wild grgpes and plums

= _ .

and a few hews.
#ild animals were numerous, especiaily in the edge
of the Kiamishi Mountains. - There:wera wolves, a few .
bears, bob cats,. coyotes and cougars, in our vicinity.
over in the mountains there were a fow'Mexicun lions.
Maristta was about twenty mile;s south of Ardzﬁore.l

At that time Ardmore had one store, a depot and the
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stock yard. The store was owned and operated by two
Jews, Mernchenhammer and Zugarma;, who also took oare'
of the mail. The Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Rallrcad
had bl.lilt through Ardmore and 'joined the Santa Fe Rail=-
road at Purcell in the late '80s and iArdmore became the
shipping point for the cattlemsn in that vicinity.

I wanted to move on into the Chickesaw Nation so
removed to Sulphur where I worked on a farm for Mamie
Couch, a white woman, for two year®, I then renoved
to McAlester vhere I operated a lunch counter for one
year. In 1891 I moved to Fort Smith, end settled in
the Cherokee Nation on the west side of the Arkansas
River where the bridge is now located. I worked for
Dr. Bell, a white man who had intermarried into the
Cherokee Tribe. I also had intermarried into the
tribe. giving me the right to work with the Cherokes
preedmen on the enrollment, testing the Freedmen's
right;. Je Eiléon Turner and R. "|. Kurng of St. Louis
were the derense<iawyers £8r the pﬁéedmen. We We
Haet}ngs and . T. Thompson were sttorneys tor the

Cherokee Nation and T..B. Needles, Clarence Clifton ang

a Mr. Breckenridge from St. Louis were the judges. It~
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was the business of Hastings and Thompson to keep the
Pr ¢edmen £ rom enrolling.

4

There wes a provision in the treaiy of 1866,."

€ .

between the Cherokees and the Government for the freed
negroéﬁ, who eithe; haa Cherokee blood or wers iﬁter-
married intc the tribde, fo receive their Ian@lﬁnd
payments on an equal basis with the Iﬁdiana. Trouble
occurred when the Strip ~pened and the Guvernment
objected to paying the Preedmen. From the tiég the
treuty vas made in 100c, until 1895, when the Strip
settlement was ﬁade, the population of tbe Freedmen had
increased from about 1200 to 2,500. The Preednen

finally won out and the decision was passed 1in 1895.

I then settied on my allotmeqt in Nowata County,
located on Big Crask betwneen Lerapah and gentééiﬁa; .
near the Rogers lound where I farmed for seven years,

. our nearest trading post was Vinita, about 20 nﬁlas ]
south of Centralia. '

Bob and 3Gam Rogers were outlams and lived near
my farm. 'Snefnight ﬁnited Gtates Marshal Jim Mayes

and several members of thé Anti-Horse Thief Aséﬁﬁiaﬁion
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surrounded their home. Bob was kilied and Sam '
was wounded. He and hias two campanions were captured
after a haate.d battle. One of the Anti-H?ree Thief
maﬁ. McDaniels, was also killed. , e

I van'in Pauls fhlley when Sam Paul, B cattleman
of Garvin County, was killed. Heé had just completed
& round-up and shipped his cattle. when he and h,ts son
had son}d troubls. That evening after he returned home
the gquarrel was renawsd and the boy shot and killed
Sams The boy was taken to Paris, Texas, where he was
" tried for murder. He plead eolf-defena# and after
severai mo_nths in Jaii and several thouaénﬂ dcllars
were sunk, he ceme clear. ‘ |

Thers were ueveral shipping points élong the Santa
Pe Railroad in the aouthern part of the Indian I‘erritory.
¥arietta, Berwyn, Ardmore ard Pauls Vallay.

We uaad to go to the salt lake over near Red River
where the s0il was salty, take the losm and. boil it down

in water, skim the foam off like we did .sorghum and use
4he salt for cattle licka. ' This salt was sometimes .
used in the home but it was not as stzjcng% as the manu-

fastured salt.
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Te held church in a log cabin in the winter and '
in a brush arbor in the Summer. Each denm;xin'ation
hed its own church. Thera were two denominaticas in
our community, the Baptist and Methodist. Qur

services were irrsgular for we did not have salaried

P

i)reachera thlen;
After I left the ferm .at Cemtralia, I went t‘o
Cofteyville.' Kansas, wlhere I teamed. I bhad a good team
and work was plsntiful. I helped to grade the Belt
L.ii:e Railroad thet ran fmm Coffeyville out to the
brick yard.
Gabe and Houston Payne operated a steam ferry
across the Arkansas River at Fort Smith. }There_ was
a toll bridge at this locatioﬁ but the Payne boys soon
put it }ut of cpsration. The Rogers Perry erossed the
Arkansas River betwsen Muskogee and Fort Gibson,
From 1887 t:; 1907, I crossed the Indian Territory
gix times usix}é différont modes of tranaporta?ion,
wagon end team, hgrssvask end train.
Our aarly day farming was slow and our ‘fam ing

.

implementa were cruds. We hed a walking Ga@rgia.stock.

-~

PR
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wood beam ploughs that wers built like the sateel,
factory made ploughs of today but we made them at
home. The wood was cut with a broad ax, primmed down
with a draw krnife and the holes for the bolts were
bored with an eugsr,

I have seen the Indian Territory grow from &
vast, dﬁdeveloped“prairia,where the Indians hunted
buffalo,to the rich oil field where they collect.
thousands of dollars~frcm their royalties. I em
‘happy to know that I have made my home in the Indian -
Territorf and the state of Oklaﬁoma for over a half
century and expect to spend my last days ian it.

I have a .38 “inchester I brought fram Texas to

the Indian Tsrritory, ir 1887,



