NICHOLSON, W. J.  FOURTH INTERVIEW #12888 {58

-
-



-8 - BN
Form A-(S=149)

BIOGRAPHY FOR 159 .
WOKKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indien-Pionecr History Project.for Oklahoma -
NICHOLSON, W. J.  FOURTE  INTERVIEW #12886
'y 4 : . ) </‘;‘;’/‘/#
Field Worker's name Effie S Jackson .- - . “ o
- “Trig report made on (date) “"*ﬁnuii'y 26 - . 195 8. ¢

‘1. Name W. J. Kicholson

2. Past Office Address Tulsa, Oklshoma.

3. Residence sddress (or location) 501 North Santa Fe,

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Day Year

5. Place of bvirth

»

6, Name of Father ) Place of birth

Other information abvout father

7, Neame of Mother' . ’ Place of birth

Other informstion about mother

- .Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the 1life and -
story, of the ierson interviewed, Rcfer to Manusl for sugzested subjects

- and questions, Continue on blank s'heczts if nccessary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shcets attached 5 sheets : > .




160

NICHOLSON, W J. FOURTH INTERVIEW  f12886

Errie S. Jackson
Journalist =
January 26?f19385

Interview with- ¥, J Hicholson,
501 K. Santa Te, Tulsa, leahama. .

014 Oklahoma and Cherokee Strip.Days;“;<”
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i
) (As a cow-puncher lived it).

In the Summer of 1885 all cattlemsn were ordered out of
0id Oklahoma by a proclamation’issue§ bf President Grover
Cleveland. Indian scouts aﬂ& sbldierstwere sentAOut tb see
that the order was carried out. ¥e werse connected with the
'Governmentiby contrset and had the right to hold cattle on
tne renge. There were o two of these Go;ernmant contractsf
bn; to furnish beef to the Indians (that was oursin5der Golo~
zel D. K, Fant) and thar;tger to furnish bee? %5 tre ssfazera.
There were a thousand or more soldiers staiioﬁaﬁ at Iort Reno

A
on the south side of the Canadian River. They were there to

-

"

look after the Cheyeﬁﬂes and Arapahoes who recdeived their ra-

tions from the Agency at Darlington. - | \
The only peopla in the country in the early 80's were the

cowmen, soldiers, Indians and g “few of Ca tain Payne's Boomers,

The law was for the soldiers to destroy ény permanent improve-
. /

ments made’on any ranch and thus run the Boomers out. 'l have
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" geen the Ninth Cavalry on their line of bey horses with their

>

negro soldiers dressed in blue suits and brass buttons,line
up ip rrint of a B;ﬁéar's ranch-houss, taic'his supﬁﬁkgé out,
pour og coal-qil'and lgave the green logs to'smouidep.ggﬁhe |
order was.that cattlemen would only be gllowed.to use tentse.

Major Miles of Port Reno issued an order that all ranchmen

-

and céquys in Oklahoma should chrry pgsseq stating where -
jthéy worked, and thelr:kind of work. This was done to find -
out the B)bméi;. Anyone found without a pass was tiken %o
F;rt Reno;lgut in the guerd house, then taken by the uagén _
load’to Arkagsqs,.?exagjor Kansas and'tuggpd loos;. The. cow- ‘; ,

.

ppncher&,@id not iike’the‘Boomer. They plowed up good gfasgt
So with%the Indians scoaéé, soldi;rs and cattlemen on $he look-
" out the'pqorkBoémer dié ;ot have much ch;ncé. | -
0ld Oklahoha?and the Cherokee Strip were not under the same

control, 0ld Oklahoma was under the.Uhited'States Government ~

and had been reserved tor;Indian reservations but none had evér
beeﬁ located on it. The cherokeelstrip wEs owﬁed by the Chexr=
okeé-Indians.- Cattlemen had been ranching in the Cherokee Strip
since the 70's, 80 it was well stocked in ?he 80's. They paid x
the Cherokee gra;ing fees. In 1883 the cattlemen organized

vhat they called the Cherokee Strip Live Stock Association,
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headquarters at Galdwéll' Esnsas. They leased 6,000,000 acres
in the Strip rrom the Cherokee Indiens for .$100, OOO a yaar for

- fiVe yeara, payabla ‘semi-annually. in advance. The Fange was -

o,

L

fenced in big pastures, ranch-houses built. About 1883 -catﬂ' B~

¢

-

men begaen grazing their cattle 4n 0ld Oklahoma, they did not
lease ite They got permission to do t.is from 'tne commander

at Fort Reno. The" proclamation by Cleveland in 1885 to move

{
out in six months was'a blow, to toese cattlemen who .had en=~

-

Joyed, gratis “these - great free ranges = no fences, plenty of
blue-st,em and buffalo *grass and good creeks of water. This
proulamation was made to get raady for the OQening ot old

Ok lahoma = 1889. : . X

“ ™

’ I did not make the Run in 1889 - I yaa\ st111 with Col_.onei
D. B: Fant but later-under B_iil Blair, head of the Commanche
Pool of ths Chp;-okee Strip - I came to know of the 1life of the
89%'er. Meny nt: ny oid cowboyfassociates éot good claims -

some of them were accused of being "S >c;ners", ‘buf, none of them
weré proved so., I do not think it wes in their blood -~ they

-

liked & game rsce. One of my pals told me-of his expegience

* with "Sooners". He saihd: he actually found a man with a team

~

of oxen on a claim 40 miles from the line when the fastest

. horses reached him - not only that but a garden up, and young
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chickens natéhed,  Even the storfywent that men lathered their

——‘\

At

horsea with soap to meke them look as if“they had been ridden

hard. .

,from my own experience in the Cherokée Strip - while round=
ing up Hajor.Drﬁm;s herds and getting them %o their new owner,
Colonel D. R. Fant, I came to know how 0klahoma settlers help-
.ed- themselves to "tréé‘wire. Wira to them was a necessity, ‘
| fho; héd tg fence in their claims, So wire fences and even
ranch houses disappeared from the Cherokee Strip., They knew
that the le;saé of the Cherckee Live Stock Association were

about to run out; They just took wire by the wagon lBad._

-

liiea of fencing disappeared during t.e last few monthe of the

Cherokee lease - this was usually done at night. Under the -

contraég between the Live Stock Association gnd the Indigqu'.
\ . -
all improvements were t0 o to the Indiané‘when the lease ex-

>

pired. The cqttlemen used line ridars to- guard ths fences =

but when they had passed and night cama, many 8. qneer contrap-
tion on wheels wound up ;iles of fencing. iire was a thing
_ that could not be identified.

« In clésiﬁg I want to pay a tribute to the greatest cattle-
man of .our éeriod - 0ld Colonel George ¥, Miller. Back in

'1879, when I was only 14, 'a green kid on the Chisholm Trail =.

Y
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Gaorge liille;r had the fore-sight to brirg fxis herd from Texas
along the Chisholm Trail and pastire them in the old Cheroxee
Strip. It was then Government land leased by the cowmen for
_about three cents per acre a y;ar., This 101 Banch, nine miles
southwest of what is fcoday Ponca City, once a cattle range
larger than soﬁe of our states was hanged under the guidance
of Colonel Miller and his three- sons, Joseph, Zack and George;
to the largest divé—xified ferm and rench in the world.

®hen the StripO.pened in 1893, Colonel Miller had to re-
organize his vast domain, Ke did this by leasing trac s of
land from the Ponca Indiens adjacent to the Salt Fork iver -,
all told 110,000 acres. Then miles of fencing - blooded breed-a‘
of cattle, horses, sheep a'd hogs ~ scientific agricult;zre.
Churches, sch&ol?, bridges éﬁd roads added ‘o the general wel=
fare of the cormunity. Nature seemad %0 repay their efforts
1;1;11;3 bounty of oil to them. I x{mm}r‘f that glory
for them ~ and thes ~a few months ago at the Indian Exposition
.?saw my old friend - Zack - t‘ne oily one left. He is like me -
fthe last leaf on the tree" - we have lived. all of it - _only‘he
is younger and mist "take wfﬁfﬁf then I will have to. But

like me and th.q other old eovpunohers 1eft - we can live with

N -~

our memories.

td

’




