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Lula Austin,
Investigator,
February 11, 1938

Interview with Frances M. Lyle
Saddo, Oklahona*

I came with ny mother to Cadda in 1698, from Texas*

Twa-thirds of the members of the First Presbyteria*

Chureh in Caddo belonged to the Northern Presbyterian and

oat-third to the Southern Presbyterian* The l i t t l e ohuroh

was about to f a l l down} the floor was on the ground and the

tower lias leaning so that I t was dangerous to ring the bell*

Sonotl which had been held there was dismissed, because the

building was considered dangerous*

Hererend 7* 0* ftalston arrived in town to be our

preacher and the Northern Presbyterians tffered to s e l l or

buy the interest of the Southern Presbyterians ao &r* n . N*

HMCICSC and HeTtirend Balaton oaae to me and asked me i f I

would go Oft a note for $700*00* I told them I would, but

aot to l e t my mother know, as she was an invalid and I did

mot want to worry her* Kererond Ralston went to J/tr. H* Bate*

who was postmaster and asked him If he would lend him the

nomey* Be tsfced to sat who was on the note, ae showed him

that i t was Mr* Baaotck and *•• Mr* Bates said," take that
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l l t t l e woman*s namo of f and put nine on the note*

Wo bought the church, jacked up the bu i ld ing and

jstde s e a t s and had a rery n ioe l i t t l e church* l a were i n

need of an organ and p u l p i t so decided to f i v e a p ie sup-

per and old oaid auc t ion t o r a i s e aoney* tie advert i sed

far and wide and a l l druasters who could get back for the

auction were there* I was supposed t o be i n l o v e with

Dr. Greet, a r e s i d e n t of our town* I t o l d ' h i a x would

put ay hand on ay face so ho would know I t was mo nnd* he

could b ld -ae 1B* Well , Mrs* Bate s (Chr i s t ine Betes) was

elfO t o be auctioned o f f and she and Dr* i r e e n were at

dagger p o l i t s so X asked &rs* Bates to do ae a favor and

put her hand on her face when they began t o auc t ion her

off* She 414 and o r . Green bid her i n for #10*00, th ink-

ing he ras bidding on ae* Wo had l o t s of fun and nade

plenty of non«y for the l i t t l e church; paid our note o f f

and bought an orgam* v

Reveread Balaton c a l l e d a mooting t o nako a report

but a f t e r the report was read, Mr. H i l l , one of the dea-

cons, was not s a t i s f i e d with the report and asked for an

I n v e s t i g a t i o n of the funds of the ehureh. ssr* Trav i s , a
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qtt ltt l i t t l e awn, rota and Bald, "Reverend B a l i t o n , «T«ry-

t h l n g I t 1ft your iwumt, you can do aa you p l e a s e * " Kr« B i l l

a i r t u l t t a d aoiae unp^eaaant remarks ao Heraraiv) Ra lo ton had

a lawyer aarra a warrant on Hr« H i l l , and then' Kr« H i l l

•ana t o Rorerend Rala ton and a p o l o g i z e d *


