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. Lula Austin,
Investi gator,
¥ebruary 11, 1938

S TREEN

Interview with Frances M, Lyle

Caddo, Oklahcna,
{

I cme with my mother to Caddo in 1898, from Texas,
Twe-thirds of the nembers of the First Proz;bytarian
Chureh ia Caddo bolonsed. to the Northern Presbyterian and
.one=third tu the Seutherm Presbyterian, 71he little chureh
was about to fall down; <the floor was on the ground snd the
. tower was lomné 80 that it was dangerous to ring the bell,
Se¢hoel which had been held there waa dismissed, because the
building was \considerod dangerouse
R;versnd T Ce Ralston arrived in town to be your
preacher and the Noerthern Presbyterisms effered to sell or
buy the imtersst of the Southern Presbyterians 8o mrs Te Ne
" Hamoeck and Reverend Ralston came to me and asked x‘le S gl
_would go on & note for §700,00, I told them [ would, but
not to let my mother know, as she was an invalid and I did ;
20t want to worry her. Heverend Ralnfon went 40 Mr. He Bates
who was postmaster and asked him {f he would Jend hinm the

money, le &sked to ses who was on the mote, He showed him

that 1t was Mr, Hamaeck and mes Mr., Bates said,’ take that
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1i$tle woman's name off and put mine on the notes

%e bought the chursh, jacked up the building and
made seats and had & very nice little church., ie were in
need of an orgen and pulpit so decided to sive & pie sup-
per and old mnid anction to raise money, We advrriised
far and wide and all drummers who could get back for the
aunotion were theres, I was supposed t0 be {n love with
DT. Grees, a resident of our towm. I told hfa [ would
put ny hand on my face s0 he would know it was me snd he
could bid -me {in, Well, Mrs, Bates(Christine ﬁatel) was
.algo te be auctioned off and she amd Dy, UYeen were at
dagger points 20 I asked Mrs, Bates to do me a favor snd
put her hand on her face when they bdegan to sucti <;n her
offe She dfd and Dr, Greem bid her in for $10,00, think-
ing he van bidd!.né on me, We had lets of fun and made
plenty of money for the little chureh; paid our note off
and bought an oygan. RN |

Reveread Ralston ¢alled & meeting to make a report
but after the repart was read, Mr, Hill, one of the dea~-
cons, was not satisfied with the repert and asked for aa

investigasion of the funds eof the chureh, Y, Travis, a

<

o
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quiet 1little man, roses and said, “"Reversnd Ralston, svery-
tiing is in your name, you can do as you plesss.," MNMr. Bl
sireulated some unplesasant remarks 8o Reversnd Ralston hed
8 lawyer gerve a warrant on Mr, Hil), and theizur. Hill

eame to Reverend Ralston and apologlized.



