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_.. , uoiror, . v , KIT/

interview' -with'i£rs.-Kitt^Jtorton
-**-'• C|iickaslia,-.okiahoiiia *; . ?-

father, l i s ters , - brothers and I were L. Colorado,

when //e heard of t i e o.ening of old Cklahona-. ~

Te loaded our belor^in.^ ii.tc a ccve

led fur the Indian Territory, early

fe.en v?e- got^-.to the Paphandle. of CTklahoi-a, our team

•out. They "were '̂o" 3oor that \.e had to sto^- and

feed them up a\ Vit 1 efore mqvii-g on. Ily^father sa?/ that

v;e v/ould never to able to get there in time for the run,

•so, we took our time, and we did not. get to old L'klahonia

unt i l ' the f a l l of 188$. .' •• • . ' - . _ _ • • . '

lij fa ther , kept looking f or :soine one-whom he coiild .

buy out ycheap and he .found a fraction of land of about

sixty slcres, loca.ted on* the ?!orth Canadian Fiver,/-which .

Had rto/t been f i led on, so he f i l ed OB i t ai.d, ".silt a log

. house- close to the river.- /



*"••

.My father",freighted our.supplies .from ICansaa taking ' '
" ' • ' " . ' ~ ' • • - • • ' " ' . ' • ' • . • ' •- ' -

seVeral/day^ to .aak-e the t r ip . •' • '

, fie. -worked .-for the jce-i.-^hi-ors, f.-.heiiev-tr He conX4 aet- ' ' -

»ori, ;aii(i ' left i:; l d e s t >rct^or,* v;ho •>. $ tl.Cp th i r tocn '

;ui;r£. ol-d, ' . ' if h^r.cJ'to ' ro !: lur.d.' '-'lie i a i c ' a s . ru',cn • •

. ' .After tlxe "eat- e r c.ot xio^d, • arxl-1;-.* re r.s r»;t .:.r.y '

i-r!'-.t-6 be h'Sd lit'ihoi&ei^.y fa-^ 9,r and iro-.ther vent to

the Chickasav, "ati'oij* close t.o arUere .Chiekasha ô-w i s , -
. • / > - . . • •

a* d '-o't iobs from C. L. Campbell gathering -corn. • They

" * v • • ' • • • • • • " ; -

:;atSered cqrn nearly, al l dntor and my father, finding.

arf*;okd jiece of land thct he could rent., there, decided
to s e l l . / is^relinquishment "a^d mcrve. near Chickasba irhich " • .'

d i

Bob. Je.well was the man xsy f«ti:ef sub-rtri-ted the lax*?

•oui.--- Kr. Jewell had7.a, f ive vear"lease on a lo t of:land

and he l e t ,nsy father have One hundred, adres.. ,

The place, was not improved, and Ely l"«a/cher' made -a

dugojit on,the bank of the Ttashita River.' He covered the
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*•

sJLxty J?iisliels_ Jx> the - acre.
1 . ' • .we had oi.ly two teams,, a yoke of- oxen ar.d a team of

- ' • • " • • * •

horses.. The oxen were used t& pull the yi&Qon in the field

. v&en the coris'v.as gathered. • - ?
tinxr corn r.as -sold to the 3weringer t:roti-ers, to

A . • . • • ' . . ' • • .

feea_jCattle. -Ths.3Y»eringer brother T7ore.-biĝ 'coYmieirx >v

• -and fed lota of ca t t l e in the feed- p_en during .tiie wijiiter. "•

The -next7yealr7^ich~j/air^

frnm Jim/SiP'Tit, rffM-n-ftrfr- Tnffrri^^gitizeirsnd we

. l ived .in a two r,ooineti b'px house that had a big hallway

between the rooms.- . 'xhe rooms, were made of one "by twelve

.cottonwood ."boards .and Walls -instead ,Q.f'bei-ri'g-stripped •

were daubfcd, filie. f Iqors were one-by twelve cott.onv/ood ' ,

bo'ar"ds. and 'the TOpf was.covered with clapboards. * •" •-

- dugoij-t ,*i-th--a -f-ramevi'ork._o± poXis.,. aftd _"jvt 'grass on' to^ , • -, .

j,.-of the framework., 'ihe grass on a l l bottom lard 'theja', .

w s from four to six feet t a l l . _ v '

U.y father eaid brotr^et r.iade a good crop of corn ,̂ ^os-



* • - • - - - • .

T/e had a little one room log house in tile yard that
* " ' . ' , ' • ' • • . . „ - •

we used to cook in. We got our water out of a shallow

-dug-well -close by-..—. ' - :.-, _..-- .... .,-„.-

',. Q?he farm Y&ich my father rented' from Jimjfpeed

-gas'f-ê iCea with ribbon wire I • . "

- Se raised a; good crop of corn that year which was

' Jo

..a crib made of poles-. The roof was made of hay.

- ̂  ^The nesct year* 1892, my father planted another

cro^-of; corn on th«e.same land and later the same year

Jim-Speed said ..the land my father was fanning,, to be
' " • * * * ' • * _ , " •

staked off into, a townsite, and ny father sold his.lease
- % • * .

" 'or the corn which he had grown and the cor A was out down"

jeityTof Chickasha was laid. out. . :.

I have seen a ..good many full blood Indians»^fcembers

of different tribes who did not know each other»s_lang-•

uage. could talk together by making signs with their hands'.

'. In 1893, I married George D. Norton, and.lfe" moved^.

•onto a f.aim one and a half milen southeast of * mnnekah.



•; " - ' r- • . . . . - .• .

We/got the^lease'from Bob Thompson. -

Jn the winters whenever v.e killed hogs, we saved

'all *the hoĝ ha-i-X'. to mix -with, mud and whenever we plastered ̂

our chimney or chinked cracks in a log house, the hog hair

•would ieep *he mud from falling apart after it was dry.

This v/as the general custom in our iieigiiborheod.

.'.!•_.In J.9.00.,-:_mŷ  husband _leased__SLMjg, pasture, northwest

of Chickasha from Green ifayior; and here we pastured* lots'"

of Texas cattle as well' as' 6ur own. • .. . •


