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9
INTERVIEW WITH MARGERY R. (FOLEY)NILES
El Remo, Oklahoma. ”

Mrs. Nilci came to Oklahoma, Cctobsr 18th, 1890,
with her parexts and family, tlree boys and two girls.
They cams in }hroo covered wagomns, amd they had Ehroc
teams amd a cow. . - ‘

én their way dowi here from their home near
Great Bend, Kansas,K they stopped at Caldwell’Khnsas/and‘~
they discovered that they had lost their dog somewhere
on the back trail amd the qhildrcn set up such a howl
that the: taree wagons back tfailed until}they found
the dogs They traveled througﬁ the Salt Plains amd
made ome of their camps where Enid mow stépds. There

}

wes 10 town there at that time so they mad# camp at the
' says '
sprimngs. Mrs. Miles/taat there were four different kimds

of water <flowing from those sprimgs but at that time

they were just opem sprimgs or holes. Thesd sprimgs
|

are inside the city limits of Emid now in on? of the

perksyasd all are connected with hydrants, etc.
\

'
1

3 - T
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When they came t; the Cimmrron River mesr
Kingfisher it was necessary to det;ur five or six
miles uﬁ the river in order to find a safe cross-
ing.

Mrs. Niles' father was a soldier\in the Civil
‘War,serving from 1861 until 18654 Mrs. Niles still
Bes the bridle bit aud spurs that he used while ia
the afmy. He obtainmed a farm in the Sprimg of 1890
ia Oklahoma, He filed a soldier's declargtory; he
did sot have to make the run for his farm.,

1t was & claim that had xot been taken im -the
run Of 1889;‘a1d wes located twelve miles northeast .
of El Hemo. Mr. Foley filed om the claim built a
' house ,and the family moved therse in October,K18%.

Mrs. Niles was seven years old wh;; they came
-to Oklshoma, Her half brother, Mr, Frank Folsom>mndo
the run im 1889 amnd got = good clesim.

Their sod house was twelve by twemty-six feet
with slabs from a saw-mill for the roof amd with red

clay put on top. There was just ome outside door;
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~ome big ridge pole amd féot wide pime boards wers
un;d for the floor. Their furniture was Brpught
with them from thei; home! in Kamsas where th-y_V.
had’lived or a farm mear Great Bend.'

Their bara and hem house were built of ﬁolcs
and hey. ?he poles were set im the ground with
hoa;y gorner poles amd poles hers ard th;rg oR
the sides and emds. Thess poles were set in the

ground double about twelve imches apart amd there
: &

were a lot of little poles mailed to the straight

up and dowa poles and the twelve inmch space be-

tween was filled with prairie hay, temped dowm. t.

The roof was made of hay. This roof would lesk

if there was a good hard raia but it made a pretty

good shelter for the stock im winter time. Later,
thef® hay and pple barns were built all over the

country except that wheat straw was used for the

filler imstead of hay as soon as the straw was

available. i
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Wher the Foley faniiy first moved on their
.¢laim it was mecessary to kaul their wafer. They

used a barrel omn a sled and they had to hgul the

water about a quarter of a mile, As seon%a possi-
hle they dug a well whiohﬁyé} about forty o; fogyy-
five feet deep and five feet in diamctof. Thego
‘ }iero two woodem buckets and the water was drawz
.up with a rope amd pully. It also had & woodenr
ﬁla;form aiq curbing. “The water was extra good. ’

Thoif trougi thnttthoy used to water the stock was-
:aﬁout-rourtoon feet long, ﬁade out of foot wide |
. boatds 80 the troughk wqé a foot wide, a foot deep
and fourteem feet lomg. For fuel they used wood,
cow chips aéd brush or anything th&} could fimd
tg bura. ;

Mr, foley broke the sod and planted and raised

some oéttop, oats, corn aad later wheat. Their Tain
and

food was meat apd bread, coffee, sugarf]sorghwm.

rhcy raised their own cane, took it to a cane mill
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that was run by a mamn named Ewing who lived a mile
avay. The can; wis rum through the miil which was
opsrated by horse power,that is,a horse hitched to
2 long pole amd driver aroumd amd around the mill;
. themr the juice was put into a vaﬁ’boilcd and skimmed
until it was made imto sorghum..

Mrs., Niles used to stay with a married sister
wien ske was small and the married sister's husband '
~worked out at the‘rorz and of-co;rao’Mrs. ﬁ;les woulgd

£enr the Indian 2ews,

- Th;re w;s an Indian scare while sho\was stay-
ing with hor-siator and théy all took te the hills,
séé;dinz'é right comcealed in & cammoa om John's
Creek tpa£ is located twelve and a half.miles nqrth-

east of El Reno.

—
L

, iicy ﬁsed to 80 to se; the bgef issues at
Dariington ana it was 1nterostin¢ to watch the Indiams
_.\coiilg'ii fiom every direction, ;omo orR horse back, some
~ im.wagons and some ia spring wagons.. They would start
Putting up their tepees as soom &s they arrived amd phe

squaws would come witk their papooses om their backs all

-
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eager to be tcd.k

At Darlimgton was a big Indiam school as
well as am agenmcy.

As for gaue, there were lots of rabbits, )
preirie chickems, sage hems ané quail. fhere
was also plen%y of fisk,

She amd Mr. Vem A. Niles were married
Janugry ¢, 1898, They have had mimeteen child-
rox,twglvo of whom are livimg.

Mr., amd Mrs, Niles and their childrem moved to
the Niles store om the Sth of March, 1902. Nr. Vam
A.Niles' father eatablisked the'atore and Mrs. Van
A Niles and her husband helped him. Mrs. Niles'
father-in-law was appointed postmaster.. He later
gold the store. to a man named Walter Hayes amd it
was moved to its pressat location, two miles south
and two miles west of its origimal: location.

Mr. Hayes hanaged this store for sbout & year

and them sold it to C. D. Carvian. - Garvia was appoiat-

ed postmaster: and he managed the store for three years
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and then séld-it to Charley Booher who conducted it
ebout a year; Mr., Van A. Niles Bought it back on
garch 24, °1908.

Mr. Van A. Niles was them appointed postuaster ,
and his wife was made his assistamrt. They séld this
gtore im 1911 amd then moved to a farm a mile south
and a mile east of Niles, which they remted from tgo
Reéser family and stayed om this reated farm a year;
them moved back to their owe farm, a mile e;st and a
mile north of Niles., They built‘a new house on it in
i913. Mr., Niles fatker ownea tﬁree forty acre tracts,
and they owned the hundred and sixty acfes they lived
OR,

In 1903 Mrs. Niles and her childr;n were with
her father-in-law- and Mr. C.A.Niles her brother-ia-law
and a mAn named Rollis Blovins)il a wagor with a load .
of groceries and merchandige. They were taking the ‘
groceries and maggggndise to their little store; they
c?me to the 0ro§;118 at the South eahadian River when

it was dark. The river was "up” ard they waited un~
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til the mext aftermoon to attempt to cross:at that
time it seemed to be low emough to be safe so0 they
started across.

Ome of the horses had a habit of 1lifting her
forefoot high when ske was in deep water and she
threw her roo£ over the meck yoke amnd th??w herself
in the water, The delay caused the wagom to get
stuck in the quick samd. The water Wa; about up
to the hubs of the wagon when they drove into the
water but it begam to rise again while they were
stuck, They tied a rope to the tomgue of the
wagor and fastemed it to the bank and the mem um-
loaded the wagon by car£}1n¢ the groceries and
other merchandise out om their shoulders. Mrs,
Niles got into the water to khold the rope up out of
the ~ater and it broke and wrepped arourd her. It
was & hard twisted wet rope and it stuck her hard,
skinned her im spots amd left someblack amd blue

marks on her. They did mot lose anything except

a smap off their,harnesg’howcver.
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They tied d rope to tie wagonr box whem they
got it emptied and floated it dowm stream to the
bank. The water rose fast and by the time this
was done the water was almost covering the rear
wheels of the wagdn. They hitched the team to the
running gears of the wagon by meams of a long rope
and them pulled i out.

Mr. and Mrs. Niles were in Geary when the
Geary people were putting up their first houses.
Her husbamd was working with the crew that was

v

building the Choctaw Reilroad amd they camped

and moved as the road progressed. She was in
Geary amd damced ix the first set that was ever
danced in the éit of Geary. It was in a store
building and the st ding was up and the flogr
laidisb they held the dance in the unfinished.
\bdildinz. ’

Mr: and Mrg, Niles also camped mear Bridge-

port where she cooked for the bdoys, her husband and

brothers.

214
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There was @ toll bridge at Bridgeport operated

b
by & man named Keyes. There used to be a trail, that

was said to be a buffalo trail, south of Geary between

Geary amd Bridgeport.

There used to be lots 6f camp meetings around
the countr{. A Revererd Mﬁ. Thompson~held éﬁe at
Niles aboug 1914, |

There was a ranch owned by Clark Watts called
The Clark "atts Ranch located two miles east of Niles.
de had six sectioms of lamd umder his eontrol. It
was fenced and he raised cattlé, goats, and hogs.

It had a large log house of five rooms; three dowma
stairsind two upstairs. There was a large frame barn
and some frame sheds.

The rench was started about 1902, Some Ar the
land was sehool laia and some of it was obtained through
relatives, :

The first school h;uiea were for the most part
made of sod and-the"soddy” served as a church house

and for religious ard other astivities.

The chureh she actended was twelve miles northeast
of towmn. It is mow called Pleasant.Valley. The segts

24!
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in tais churéh were made of squared logs with holes
bored im them and legs drivem into the holes. The
desks were ;lso home made,

Mr. amd Mrs. Niles were & juainted with Deputy
Uniteé States Marshal Ckris Madsom who lived about
a quarter of a mile from them when they were first |
married.

Mrs., Niles' mother used to take copperas, dis-
solve it and boil the goode in the copperas water for

about half am Rkour and them dip the ocloth in a stromg

hot lye solutiom. It made & lovely soft yellow that

would rot fade as loxg as there was a piece of the goods

laft.

Amother yellow dye is made by tekimng & lot of

orion peelings amd wood ashes amd boiling them together;

then she would straim and boil the goods to be dyed i
the liquid. It makes a mice yellow dye, amd for greem,
she would use greeam wheat stems and leaves~and wood

ashes,going through the same process as was used with.

the onioms.
- ' EN
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This is8 an early day method of obtaining lye:

take a bucket of wood ashes and pour a bucket of water
) liquid

over it amd let it stand awhile; the resultant it/Iyo
ard you cam use it just as you would emy other lye.  This
lye, together with grease, will make & good soft soagk

Taey used to make Ash Leach im the early days;
%ake a wooden barrel,boré.holes in tge bottom with a |
brace aad bit, set the barrel élanting én a good flat -
board that is as wide as the barrel. ﬁﬁn the board into -
& recept2fle. The barrel must be braced so_tﬁat it #ill] - -
mot slide off; fill the barrel with wood askes, wet the'A__A
ashes well and keep pouring oa water umtil it drips into: =
your receptacle; the resultamt liquid is lye. Mrs. Niles
has made soap, botk soft amd hard out of this ki;d od&ye -
and grease.3he has made it by the Qarrel.

Peop;e used to grow gourds amd use tgem for various
things; there was ome gourd- that ﬁai a large bowl amd a

long hamdley They would saw off a portion of ome side

of the bowl and cleam it out amd use it for dippimg water,
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lye ard soap and any use in whickh a mice, large
dipper was needed. Amother kimd of gourd grew
almost ag large as ; amall pufpkin, The top of
those gourds were sawed off aad both top and
bottom cleaned and these were used for salt amd
‘sugar and various other tkimgs. For these gourd
receptic;ea’the top was saved and made a perfect
ritting lid.

Their illumimation was}tor the most part, -
coalfoil lamps, but wher they kad mo coal oil
they would braid three rags tightly together,
place them im g saucer or other receptacle and'
pour grease or lard over them,letting one end
stick up over the side of the saucer, light |
that end, amd ocassionally we would pour some
‘ of the melted grease up on the wick to keep it
from burning too fast,

There was a ferry at Caddo Jake's Crossing

twenty-two or tweaty-three years ago. Mr. amd Mrs.

218
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Niles were out tﬁerp reconfly and learned that the
Lerry was washed away with the high water mbout two

‘years.ago. .
After Union Gity was built they oftem went there
to trade. |
Of the early day cemeteries the only on; Mrs.
Niles remembers much about was the 0ld Frisco Géﬁc-
tery which she soys was g mil; and a half nortg and
a half mile west of Old Frisco.
They m9ved to Ei Réﬁo on De;égber 23, 192§,ald

havs owned the place where they mow ;ive for sbout

fourteen years. ~



