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Field Workef's name . Jvlie Thoruton
This report made Sn (dats) June 28, 1937
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L teme _¥{1lian Jaspar Nottinghan
2. Post 0ffice Address Wh-
3. Residence address (or locatlon\ WW
4. DATZ oF T.‘IR?JH: enth _ May  Day @ Yearlm___

5. Place of bIrth _mragkinridge Connty, Elizabeth, Eentuoky.

L 2

5. l'ame of Father Wmace of birt’xmcdmty
Elizabeth, Kemtucky.

Other information about fatherwmwn____
Lincoln were neighbors in their boybood days.

7. Name oi‘ Vother Emily Jape Nottimghedace of birthw.”

Other informatmn about mother
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Notes or complete narrative by the fisld worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed.’ Refer to lManual for
suggested subjects and questicns. Sontinue on blank sheets if
netessary and attach firmly to this form, Number of sheets .

attached - . <
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Interview with . o
© Williem Jasper-Nottingham -
. Tahlequah, Oklahoma., ‘

-

I arrived here in Oklshoma in the spring of '1903 and '
found a lot of open country, houses about.three miles apart,

“~

and scarcely any roads. To my surprise I,fpund the Che&okee:
Indians very friendly toward me; and the ;nly troubie I found
in dealing with, thew was that they would a't talk English to
-‘ma. I was tpréed to éonverse by signs using my'hands. ‘
‘ The impression I got of them wlas that they had been
“hounded by Government officials and usually throﬁn in jail'
",:ror petty matters and made to'remé§n in those dirty jails
.unfpd'and:unwatered for days at a time.
". The first<thing‘the whites d%d was to'bring a ;Eé_;f ‘
. fangé‘;attle into the Iﬁdian Territory to grazs out the
pastureé and ra;ke. They paid nothing for the grazi;z'v
land unless forced to, and nothing was done about this until
" later yéars. .
The cat£lgmsn didn't stop at pverioéding the éfgn range ;
‘but were accused of cutting down wires and throwing down -
indiaﬁ rail fences to permit their cattle to destroy the .x

small gardens and orops the Indizns had worked out.” I am

sure they stole any number of hogs and cattle,
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In later y;ara there was a great number of killings
over the range dispute and meny were hﬁgg for murder ;nd,
called bad Indians because of their efforts to ﬁrotect
their own rizhts as they Sgw them, -

I have had almost -every kind of dealipg & man could

have.with the Ghérpkees and I em thoroughly convinced a .

2

Chorékee fullblhod is naturﬁ}ly honest and can be dﬁpended
uﬁ;n to keep his contract with & white man,
I*moved troﬁ fne top of the Boston Mountain with a
iagon’and a-team‘of mnl;s. I étOpped near Muldrow, ‘
" and :enﬁed a small rarﬁ from a full blood Cherokee by the
_ hame of-i;iis-ﬂenson. It was ;bout two ﬁiles northyeasi
-of_ihfs little town which had about three. stores. This .
landlord of mine and I became great friends; ir.1 needed
(help of'an} kind a1l I had to.do was call Mr, ﬁenson and
" he wauld be right there, |
pnc; a white man weighing abgpt\two hunérg@ pounds ,kept
turning his c?ﬁtle into my crop during the night. One morn=

-ing I went 94;r and told him I didn't intend to stand for

. that occurring again. This big mag/g name was Bill Patillo,
-

~

'aﬁd he cémetqvor into my fi where I was plowing and said

to me "Well, I just decided I would come over end just whip

-»
~
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“you for talking to me like you did about my cattle." He
made & luige &t me and I dodged him and he fell to the

ground by the force. of his own swing, and when he got up

‘h\qﬂﬁika\anoxher lunge at me T hit him on the head with

T~ I3

a bolt nut- and I almost killed him, This friend of wine,
Mr. Henson heard the trial and he got so tickled because
i had whipped that big white men he just got domn on the .
ground and rolled around for several minupes.
The judge* had the big nut on his desk during "the = .
trial, and after he heard the evidence he said "Here, take
- this big nut lHome with you and if anybody else comd%_into,
the field to bother you end that Indian _ |
yo{; cool him off just like you did Mr. Patillo."
After seven years I lert Muldrow, and came up to Bunch,
0klahoma. 1 rentod Dr. Devot's place where I lived for
\ thpeo years, and I made some real crops on this pldce,
\Hare I contacted more Cherokses thamn I had ig Muldrow, and
I still continued to meke rri;nfis among them. Then after
two yeari on this plag& I bought'out e small eating place
" near the depot in Bunch which I ran for one year; and here

I bought all kinds of produce from the Indians. I still

found them more than fair and there I learned to 15}0 the

v
‘s
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things they .oved and to'hunt and fish.
The wagon road runﬁiﬁé thrppgh Bunch ran right down

the railroad track and today when I think how very rough //’
it was I don't see how people ever hauled a load of cotton /.

/

to merket over those roads. It wasn't anything to hear ///'
~ N ‘. -, D

a wagon running after night, two or three miles away, wheg/

the wind was not blowing. , //.

STATEHOOD

-

1 remamber 80 well tle next mornlng after Statehood
election I started walking to Muldrow to get some news éf
there was >ny, about the result of the election. Before I
got down thereé I met & Sig fine car an&:éhe man stopped .
me Yo 1nquire about the r;ads. I told him, and then I .
asked him if he knew the result of the elaction and he
said “Yes, it went for otatohooda . I guess; 1 just ceame
trom Muskogee this morning; thats what I heard egrly this

>

morning." He Kept talking until he told me that he reslly
?

»

lived in Dallas,Texas,and that he was one of fifty men;thgt
had comg‘up from Texas to vote for Statehoed. .I found out
o .

that he had been paid for doing so, end that another fifty’

g§§§ gone to Tulsa and Oklahoma City and other points to do
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. likewise.
i PRODUCE PRICES
I bought produce when I was in the produce business
very cheaply. I bought eges for ten cents per dozen and

_prepared good meals for twenty cents. I bought good fat

hogs for three &nd four dollars each.



