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To the Muskogee Psople =

In view of ihe nesar approach of the date terminsting our.f‘
identity as a nation, and the failure of Congress to promptly

ensot a law to govern the final closure of our relations with

the geh@ral governnent as has been confidently expected; and

it appearing poéaiblo that no definite aotion will be had in

reference thereto prior to the 4th dsy of Maroh next, the time

_uf our dissolution, your undersigned delegates decwu 1t’rtght

and proper to meke this public statement to the people
respecting their publde interests as they appeér to them.

On the expregs invitation of the Interior Department, your
dalegates visiteé ¥ashington several daye earlier than had
been intended. The Becratary of the Interior had sppointed
g corrittee and charged it with the duty of dréfting an adt
to be propbmed to ths present‘Congrees, whioh in its terms

should provide everything necessary to the effeotive closure

of our nationsl effeirs, and it wes in order that we wight

offer suggestions to this cormittee that we had been thus early
invited. The desires of your council as expressed in our |
instruotions were presented hy uas in good faith to thia
éommittee; Aftex qeveral days the, committee complated its
work of drafting, which when it came out in printed form shoved

» that very few indeed of the principal thinga we had aaken for -
“.had been included in its provisions. This bill, then, went up

to Congress where, after considerable delay, it wuas taken up
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'be provided.

3

and congidered by a sub-committee of the Indian Comrittee of
the Houge, .of which Mre. Curtis of Kansas is Chairman, where
your delegates were narmittad to appear and again offer
suggeastions and amandmentg: Thia committee made a few changes
in the origjnalnbill, but to us 1t was very evident that the
sﬁggestions and émendmente offéred byVIndiah delegates 4id not
go for much. With these nlight changes, the bill was reported
to the Howse, which after eonaidefable spirited talk and debate
passed 1t, and it is now before the Indian Gommittée of the.

_ Senato, which has been giving vsry fﬁll hearings thereon to
all parties in interest, and is the bill, copies of whieh we

',have maile& to wany persons in the nation. we appeared before

this Senate Committee as wo had bafore others, and endeavored
faithfully to impress upon it tha raasonableneaa and Justice of
the contnntiona nf the Cresek council; but this, like the other
Committees, is slow to gct, end what it will aventually report
ig, ag yeot largely a matter of conéecture.-‘ There apnear,
however, to be sufficient groundm on which to predicate
forecuasts of certain features, and your delegates are of the
opinion: | L | |

1st.  That no provision suthorizing the cﬁhtinuanée'of4tha

Creek oounoil oY the gelection of a commisaion to repreaent

v.the people in the finel setilement of their landed and moneyed

interests with the government will be 1noluded.
and. - That a principal chief, wihh duties oompriaing

- principally the issuance of titlea to allqtments to oitizens,

and such other éonveyanoes of titles to tdwn lots and surplus

',lands a3 way he necessary to complete final settlement vill

i i
»



b

o

srd. That the national schools will.be continued, supported

by the funds of the nation now appliocsble for such pruposes,
until such time as the change of affaira shall provide & syatem

of sohools for the Territory.

v4th. ~ That a time not later than October next for tna

cloaing of all rolls of citisenship will be fixed 80 far as

_the Creeks are concsrned, no new applioations_for enrollment

except infants will be entertained. There will be other mino»
provisiones of ng»great importance to the Creeks, but we may
say, in short, that the work of finally closing our business

is practically all placed in the hsnds of the Becretary of the

jInterior. .;

5th. “That present restrictions on the sale of allotmante will

: bs .80 modified as to simplify exiatins methcda and enablo

those desiring to do so, to sell pheir allopments to better
advantage to themselves. We may add,in this oonnection;‘that

special effort is being made to better proteot the full‘blood

; Indian in all his interests.

From a statement of our national finanoes: obtained of

the department on the 12th inst. it appears that on Decamber

513t, 1905 there stood to the credit of the creek nation from
all sources, in round numbers, $3,104 000.00 to which w111

be added the inbereat on invested funds aocruing tnereaft&r,

fhe returns of saleg of remaining town lots and surplus
1ands, and such revenues as shall yet be colleoted, the
apggregate of which cannot beretated with any degree of accursaoy.

It further appears to your delegates from sald statewent, that -

‘the department had from time to time, without any apprOpriation .

by the Creek oovneil, and without its knowledge, paid out 1arge

sums of money belonging to the nation on various aceounts,



* number, Wre G.‘w. ‘grayson, to contime 10 ocaupy ‘thie post

aggregating § 83,725.41. ‘We have offioially filed in the

Indian office here, & demand that it take proper steps to oause
the same Lo be restored to the creeks 1n ordor that it may,
along with otkher public moneys of the nation be put to tne

uses and purposes stipulated in ag?eements;with the government.fﬁm.

It was the expectation of your council that whatever further

)

legislation Congress enacted respecting the Oreeks, would be

completed before the 20th of the present month, and that your

delegatea would have returned, when a council oould‘be ca11ed

and the delegates' report received. From present

indications, as already remarked, howeber, it 1a phycieally

_imposaible for these expectations to be realiaad, and ve have

'fadopted the conclusion that it will be beet ror ‘one of | our

until the aot for the final disposition of the affairn of the

Indian Territory shall beoomq & law, in the hope that in these
last hours an Opnortunity,'hérdly expected, may yet appear,
when further conoessioﬁe in the interest of our people mayvbe
obtained. In order to give prOpe:.atteﬁtionAto’the regular
routine business of the Fxeoutive office of the ﬁatién;’énd

other matters made necessary by the on~cdming ¢hange, that.

"should be completed before the 4th of Mgroh next, principdl

ohief P. Porter will, on about the 24th, inst. leave Washington
for his office at Muscogee. ‘ -

Wwashington City, D.C., ' Creek Delegates.
February 20th, 1906- . .
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