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To the Hon. National Council of the Muskogee Nation:-

A .

Gentlemen: -

I have convened you in extraordinary session at this time fob the pur-
pose of submitting to you for your consideration,the question of

the allottment of our lands, At your last annual session in October,

1896 you constituted a Commission with authority to negotiate a

Treaty with the Dawes Commission .The two Comﬁissionsghave met and

confered with each other several timeis during the interim,with out
effecting any negotiation. In the Mmeantime mass meetings have been
held throughut our Natmion and the question of allotment fully dis-
cussed by our oitizehs;resulting,as I'hmwe been informed, in an al-

nost unanimous opposition to allottment, I deemed it Lherefore‘important

to convene you in extraordinarj session in ordér that I might gubnmit
to Vbu/these‘ facts before any further effoirts are madé by our Commission
ers to-negotiate with the Dawes Commission.
The situation must be regarded by all as a very grave one, involving,

as it does,the consideration of questions entirely foreign to our
laws, usages and customs,which have existed fiom time immemorial to -the
present téme, In the long line of treaties he retofore made,never he-
fore have we been asked to surrender our'tribal'goVernment,but in all
of them we have been assured the right of self g overnment by the most
so0lemn sanction known to Christian civi]ation Nev-er before have we bee))
asked to allot our lands and'thvréby transform tmgv'bitle thereto from

a - tribal to an individual ownership. . We can coiisider these ques-

 tions only from the lights afforded us by histor ¥ and experience. From
history we learn that allottment of lands have re sulted in making ma-
ny tribes homeless, in the carelling of +the remaj_.niing tribes within
circumscribed limits by military force,and by suﬂojeétlﬁg them to re-
strictions no less gailing to human liberty than e_xiéhed in thé days
of slavery, Frmm experience we learn tgairﬁslh559 p&\acefully ,hap?11¥

gnd prosﬁbrously occupied this GOunLry for over sixty - years,under
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single one of them homeless . I am aware that we have permitted some

|

g irregalarities to exist in our Nation respecting grazing privileges,&
; and the occupationrfﬁur lands by non-citizens,but both of these can

§ and will be_rectified without the means of a new treaty. It is only
necessary that we shall act within the authority confered by existihg
ﬁreaties to protect our best interest., If existing treéxies fail to
give such protection,we certainly cannot look for it from a subse-
quent one, I am apprised that Congresé has recently enacted a law
to supercede our tribal jurisdiotion on the first of January next,

When that date arrives the question of Constitutional law will of nece

esgity come up for final decision by the Suprems Court of the United

States,and in the event of an adverse decision by that Court then the
question woudd prppnrly come¢ up for settlement by arbitrationiin a

E manqer pursued by the United States Government ih settling the troub-
j les on the little Island of Hawai Our political identity and individ-
? uality have been fulkly established by repeated decisions of the Su-,
preme Court; and our treaties have been construed to be subsisting

contracts between the United States Government ané the Indian tribes;
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and that the Government is held as fully bound by her Contracts as an
individual, If these decisionslare not reversible,then it follows
that Congress cannbt abrogate treaties and that the late law referred
to is a nullity and cannot be enforced. It is not my intention however
to be understood to mean any disrespect to the Congréss of the United
States or to exhibit any spirit of defiance to the rightful authority
of that great body of law makers.I do not question the honesty of their
motives,but I do question their sourcé of irformation respecting my
people,I do not Question their sense of'justice,but I do question ‘thet®
correctness of their method for securing my people in the exercise of
their lawful rights.I have ever honored the United States Governmenﬁ

as my great,good Father;I have faced the - bullets of her enemies in . ;
defence of her stars and stfipes and T trust in .the sear and yellow |
leaf of my life I shall not be dooméd to see a sacrifice of this loy-

f alty'by breaking up the homes of my self and my people, I have now Wy
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briefly preseunted to you my views of the situation from which you are

~advised that I am opposed 1to negotiate at Lhis time., I there fore

recomménd that you amend the instruotioné to your commission by elim-
inatiné their authority to negotiate a treaty for thé allotment of

our lands., I would also suggest that you will consider and provéde

proper means for securing competent coung£l to represent our Nation be
Tore the Supreme Courtf of the United States,
In conclusion I will express the hope that your session will be harmo~
nious; that your labors will be characterized by hispatch and wise
lzgislation and express the desire that you will be able to not pro-
long your session longer than five dayq{nor congidér any matter not
submitted to you by me, |

I am very Respsectfully

¥our obedient servant

At oo

Principal Chief M.N,
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