
OFFICE OF MINING TRUSTEES
FOR

CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW NATIONS.

SOUTH MCALESTER, IND. T.,

August 31, 1903.

Honorable Green McCurtain,

Principal Chief of Choctaw Nation,

Kinta, Indian Territory.

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of the 28th instant, requesting MR to

attend the meeting of the W.C.T.U. at Talequah on September 2, 3,

and 4. Replying, I have to say that it will be impossible for me

to attend. 	 Inspector Wright has directed us to do some special

work which will keep us busy for the next ten days. I have handed

your letter to Henry Ansley, who is the chairman of the Five  Civ-

ilized Tribes Executive Committee.

Yours truly,



„oft/0e_12- CZAR—

Yours truly,

EXECUTIVE OFFICE CHOCTAW NATION

GREEN McCURTAIN, PRINCIPAL CHIEF

Sans Bois . .,August 29,1903.

Mr Alex Posey,Treasurer,

Eufaula,I.T.

Aear sir:

Pursuant to 	 notice just received from the Chairran of

the Executive Colcmittee fcr Independent Statehood,wherein he re-

quested me to remit one half my subscription,' herewith emilose

4.00,for which you will please receipt me and oblige,
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desire to congratulate you on the stand you have taken

Sans Dois,I.T.,Auoist 26,1903.

"fonorab]e Oheesie McIntosh,

in behalf or th.e Inclians property rights. If there ever was a tire

for strong men,to tore to his rescue,that morent has arrived. The

W'iareful specti,lie of being robbed ly.f th se sent here to administer

upon t'lle estate ought not be countenanced under any consideration l a

and I 1reel th.Pt your warr espousal of the cause deserves  try hearty'

,orrendation.

Your f}- Lend,
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GREEN MGCURTAIN, PRINCIPAL CHIEF
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE CHOCTAW NATION

GREEN MGCURTAIN, PRINCIPAL CHIEF
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gespoctfully,

BA_Nns & Joimrsori,
ATTORNEYS AND COUN-

SELORS - 	 - LAW.

WErvron.A„ 	 17101., June 1st, 1903.

lion, Green McCurtain,

San Bois I.T. 	 Dear Sir

have the honor to send you the name of lion,A.J.Brown

of Wowoka to represent the Seminole Nation on the Executive Committee and
hope this wi,11 be agreeable to the Committee



Sans Bois,Indian Territory,June 3,1903.

Honorable A.J.Brown,

Wewoka In(lian Territory.

Pear sir:

You are hereby notified that I have this dzly(June 3,1903)

upon the recoraendation of ',-Tulputta Micoo,Prin ,Appl Chf of the

geri.ole Nation,&ppointed you Ps a rerber of the ExeclItlire Corrit-

tee of the Five Tribes,whose duty it is to cia ,.ry out the plans a-

dopted at the Convention of the lovornors of the "Tive Civilized

Tribes t held kt Euf;-,u1a,indiE-n Territory 	 2M+h and 21st ,1903.

Witness ry hand and the Great Seal of tele Choctaw ration

On this the 3rd day o;'' June,19(M.

Choirrts.n of Convntier o .° Govern-
ors o - the 70i-e 	 Tribes.



Sans Bois s I.T.,Jvne 3,1903.

MbrorE, ble A.J.Brown,

owoka,Indir', n Territor:r.

pear sir:

In atl,lorarce with the resolutions adpoted at the conven-

tion of the qovernors of the 74"iite irihes“ -

	
Wy 20 and

21,1905,1t -vvs trade the dlit,r of tl, e Chief Exee of eilch ""eficm

to recorrcnd the naJo of rove 1 - erber of 1s trthe l by blocd,to serve

on a s'an01/ , !z r`orrjttee,the y rpo-e of said lomriifee bein6 to car-

ry out the ylara rdopted b thecomeition.

lororFble 74121putte Yieco,PriripFa Chief of the  qerinole

recorperded yni) ns r unr1-,er of this 0o)nrittee t tls a rep-

-esertative of your Nation. 	 Iilrlosed you will ft-d your pproint-

xv3nt,h:f 	 re/ber of tIlis QtFtndirg ronoittcs l in vccordance

with the recormerdEtion,Pnd iO resolutions rdnptld by the Conven-

tion creating said rlorritteo.

PeL(W)
	

Very truly your's,

C'hairran.

,
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-!11.10f,i'h,rokee rrtier,

- 	ltniA	 Por.ri

.i)er sir:

-Ionorable

Snns Pois,I.T. I ray 21,1qn5,

T reL!;ret vnry mi•;!..h t 	 ycu were unbic 1. o EAtend our

reetinc, at :}c",ufaula l en the ;Oth ond 21st inF,t. 	 We foriruI - ed--res-

olutins,,!ori ,Es or' whi„:.:':1 hove 	 3entHyou. 	 The fijcht is on 1.)e-

tween the _siplest;-...t,ehood .-,-„dhernnts and our foros,and the .i- e 15

so!re hxr,rd
	

To SinE1e5atehood advooate6

as yo ar e w;tre ;it Ok101ora Pity on the 25th Jnst l i,Ind deolded to

issue et ca_a for a ue], , fjp.te kot-rli -ention,'nvpof(l. of 4')0 delec,ates

f-mr eh Wrritory,to reet in Fhawnee,O,T,on. June . 24 1 19T.1. 7 in

Order 	 1- ey Yr:IL:At irore •fully distiss 	 r,dpot

the 1-)est soYere to defekt our r:)..ns.

Under the f-eSoantions ;:0rc.)tC(1 ;:cv. Ercri210a,it i; ,7 !fade the

duty of the ;(1vernor of eF,Th rc.tion to nub/Tit to he Ihvirmn of

the nonvention.,t }le natre or tho porson he desires to serve - or ry-le

31antii.rT, .!orritte: whith person so se1ect(!ct wort ;A) a rorhr of his

trihe,by blood . 1 wish you woold“ -A your earflest (.lonvcnienco,

for ,c,.rd to yre the nave of the ictri:fer of thifl C!orrittee,Thov you de-

rc, 4;,o represent the Iherokee Trv,fion,in oronr thot w trrl et down

to TO 	 as flon vs possi;ae. We Iru A refdiAo tj'rt we hPlre  1 ren,

1A 4", ahead of Izs,od it J. not:ossftry t-17..t we leave no tone un-

tuvind to win t,  h is fight. 	 7opin5 :::)u are 	 an,
Your frie'l,

Prin. 	 „r",



" Let the Indian and the non-citizen of Indian Territory unite their energies and begin
at once to create a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till the Star
of Jefferson is added to the flag of the Union."

linbepenbent Ztateboob
F- CDF? INIDIAN MELLF?F?Il- C3F?N'

five CivitiAcb C ribes
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

W. H. A NISL-EY, CHAIRMAN

CHOCTAW NATION
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"Let the Indian and the non-citizen of the Indian Territory unite their energies and
begin at once to create a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till
the Star of Jefferson i6 added to the flag of the Union."

IN.4 NI I -r -r Ez

ANSL- EV, CHAIRMAN
CHOCTAW NATION

A I_ E I.`
CREEK NATION

W. HI - MUIRIRAv
CHICKASAW NA -rtoN

A. J BnOWNI
SE MIN.,. NATION

ccNNLL IR CIGERS
CHFOKEE NATION

Independent Statehood
FOR INDIAN TERRITORY

five Civilized Cribes
Executive Committee

South McAlester, I. T., September 21, 1903.

To the Editor:

We hand you herewith a copy of the resolutions adopted by

the Chief Executives of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indian Ter-

ritory in convention at Eufaula, Indian Territory, May 21, 1903.

This convention was the outcome of a meeting held by the In-

dians of the Five Tribes at the same place November 28, 1902,

when they protested against any legislation by congress whose

object was the annexation of Indian Territory to Oklahoma, Or

to a teiritorial form of government prior to March 4, 1906.

The resolutions express the sentiment of the Indians on state-

hood. They desire a state . formed out of the Indian Territory

at the expiration of their several tribal governments on March

4, 1906, in order that they may incorporate in the constitution

a provision prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors. A

prohibition clause could not be embodied in a constitution for

a state formed by the anion of Indian Territory and Oklahoma,

because Oklahoma is now a saloon territory.

The several tribal councils meet in September, October and

November, 1903, and each council will promptly pass the res-

olutions and memorials recommended by the Chief Executives.

This committee invites your attention to the first preamble

of the resolutions. As early as 1830, and as late as 1898, the

United States government through treaties and acts of con-

gress promised the Five Civilized Tribes that the limits of

no state or territory should ever be extended around them

without their consent, and that the territory occupied by the

Five Civilized Tribes should be admitted as A STATE of the

union.



Sectiom 1 of the reso]uitons provides for an election so that

each citizen of the Five Tribes may express his views on the

statehood question. This is done, not because there is doubt

about the Indian's position on this question, but to refute the

argument of those who are advocating the annexation of Indian

Territory to Oklahoma. In the last congress it was asserted by

senators that the Eufaula convention of November 28, 1902, did

not represent the sentiment of the Indians, and that the Indians

of the five tribes as a whole were in favor of the annexation of

Indian Territory to Oklahoma, as provided for in the Beveridge

amendment to the Omnibus statehood bill. Many senators contend-

ed that, inasmuch as all the lands of this territory are owned

by the Indians of the Five Tribes, their wishes on statehood

should be respected. WE SPEAK ADVISEDLY WHEN WE SAY THAT THE

INDIANS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES ARE PRACTICALLY UNANIMOUS

IN THEIR OPPOSITION TO ANNEXATION TO OKLAHOMA IN ANY FORM WHAT-

EVER AND AT ANY TIME.

Section 7 of the resolutions provided for the co-operation

of the non-citizen. A great majority of the non-citizens,--that

is, people not citizens of either of the Five Tribes,--are in

favor of independent statehood for Indian Territory. The In-

dians are not ignoring the non-citizens in this movement; they

are soliciting their co-operation and are assured of their

hearty support.

The Indians do not base their appeal for independent state-

hood solely upon the promises of the government; the area, pop-

ulation, mineral resources and fertile soils entitle them to

expect it.

The Indian Territory is larger than Delaware, Connecticut,New

Jersey, Massachusetts and New Hampshire combined. The last cen-

sus gives it a population of nearly 400,000. The increase since

has been enormous. It is safe to say that the present population

is not less than 600,000, and that it is capable of sustaining ten

times that population.

In natural resources the Indian Territory is nut surpassed by

any state in the Union. Oil and natural gas have been developed

in each of the five nations, but on account of the holding of

lands in common have not been operated. The same condition ob-



tains, with reference to lead, zinc, iron and other mineraas which

have been found in paying quantities. The coal and asphalt de-

posits of Indian Territory are superior to those of any state in

the Southwest. The coal industry is but in its infancy; and yet

the annual report of the United States mine inspector for the

year ending June 30, 1903, will show that during that year more

than 3,000,000 tons of coal were mined in the ChoctawNation alone.

In each of the other nations are extensive fields of coal which

are being rapidly developed and operated. In the Choctaw and

Chickasaw Nations the United Snates government has reserved from

allotment 444,860 acres of coal and asphalt lands, about seven-

eights of which are coal lands. These lands will be sold to the

highest bidder in 640- and 960-acre tracts.

The Indian Territory has the most productive soil, four-

fifths of which may be profitably farmed. Three-fifth have never

been touched by the plow. Wheat, oats, corn, 'cotton and most

any product of the soil may be grown here. In quality, our cot-

ton is second best of all the states, Louisaina being first. Our

lands produce more cotton to the acre that any state in the

Union and crop failures are unknown.

Much is now said about the land scandals in Indian Territory.

The facts are, in many instances, badly exaggerated. TEN PER

CENT of the Indian population will cover those who may be fil-

chered aut of their surplus allotments by "land grafters."

THIS TEN PER CENT REPRESENTS THREE CLASSES,--THE SPENDTHRIFT,

THE INDIGENT AND THE IGNORANT. Most statements about these

matters make it appear that the entire Indian population of 80,-

000 is being skinned by the so-called "land sharks." 	 Such

sweeping statements are an injury to the country, an insult to

the intelligence of the citizens of the Five Tribes, and a great

injustice to the non-citizens here. Comparatively, the non-

citizens and the Indians of this territory are as intelligent,

honest and industrious as the people of any state in the Union.

We may have a few "grafters, "who are trying to prey upon the

class of Indians heretofoie feferred to, but the Secretary of

the Interior is doing all in his power to protect this class of

Indians.

The Indian Territory is the last part of the great Louisiana



territory without a state or territorial form of goverment,

the purchase of which is to be commemorated in St. Louis next

year. The last congress appropriated $25,000 to be expended

for an Indian Territoay exhibit, provided the people of Indian

Territory would raise an additional $25,000, the $50,000 to be

used under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior. The

amount was raised by public subscription. The Indian Territory

exhibit will be in charge of a board of seven commissioners, who

were selected by the people to co-operate with the commissioner

appointed by the Secretary. Of the seven commissioners, FIVE

ARE CITIZENS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. These men were

selected not because they were members of either of the Five

Tribes, but because they were considered the best men for the

work. THIS SHOWS THAT THE CITIZENS OF THE FIVE TRIBES ARE

AMONG THE FOREMOST IN ALL ENTERPRISES AND ARE PROMINENT IN THE

UPBUILDING OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

The citizens of the Five Tribes are qualified to organize

and administer a state government. The United States government

has solemnly promised by act of congress that the territory oc-

cupied by the Five Civilized Tribes should be admitted as A

STATE of the Union. The Indians desire it. Will you assist

them? Give their cause the support of your paper, and the good

citizens of your state will take up the fight and petition their

Senators and Representatives in Congress to grant their appeal.

By doing this you will earn the gratitude of the Indians of

Indian Territory and will save them from a destructive alliance

with whiskey-soaked Oklahoma. Respectfully,

W. H. ANSLEY,

ALEX POSEY,

W. H.,MURRAY,

A. J. BROWN,

CONNELL ROGERS.

Committee.



"Let the Indian and the nonmcitizen of Indian Territory unite their energies and begin
at once to create a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till the Star
of Jefferson is added to the flag of the Union."

linbepenbent Stateboob
FOR INDIAN "TaRRIMORY

five CiviliAcb tribes
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SOUTH McALESTER, INDIAN TERRITORY.

October2, 1903.

CC) Pvl NI 11" -r

OHAI.NIAN

OHOOTAVV NATION

ALIEXF.OEV
OF-2.EI, NATION

W. H. MURRAY'
OHIOKAtiANA/ NATION

J. E=1 FR c W
SEMIN01--. NAT , ON

1.20.121EIR

C1- /-10KE. NATION

Governor Green McCurain,

Tushkahoma, Indian Territory.

Dear Sir,-

Amend the memorial to Congress,. on pare 3 , fol OW

ing this paragraph:

"The Choctaw Nation alone is larger than either
Rhode Island, Delaware, Connecticut, New Jersey, rassachusetts,New
HampShire, Vermont or !:(avland."

Add this: The Indian Territory is larger than h

the combined area of five states, namelY, Delaware, Connecticut,

New Jersey, Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

Make a separate paragraph of this amendment.

Following the amendment will come this :"According to the censs
of 1900, etc.

I hope this amendment will 'meet with your ap-

proval for IL undoubtedly slrengthens our ar"gument.

Your friend,







HENRY ANSLEY, 	 C. J. WATSON, 	 P. A. DOYLE,
Mayor, 	 Recorder. 	 Treas.

INCORPORATED TOWN OF McALESTER
Aldermen

W. A. WALKER,
C. SPRINGER, 	 ?Cr'
J. J. McA.LESTER,
W. E. VORHES,
T. J. PHILLIPS,

J. W. RUFF,
Town Marshal.
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HENRY ANSLEY, 	 C. J. WATSON, 	 P. A. DOYLE,
Mayor. 	 Recorder. 	 Treas.
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CIIICKASAW LEGISLATURE ENDS.

Rusiness Transacted Is of Perfunctory
Nature.

SPECIAL TO TEIE NEWS.

Guthrie, Ok., Oct. 16.—The Chickasaw
Indian Legislature, which has done little
eIcept trying to hold a session at Tisho-
mingo, took an adjournment this morninguntil Ngy• 2. 

An attempt will be made when
the Legislature reconvenes to repeal the tri-
bal cattle law, which imposes a tax of
twenty-five cents on each head of cattle
grazing in the nation. The sessions of the
Legislature have been of a perfunctory 

ha-
ture.            



" Let the Indian and the non-citizen of Indian Territory unite their energies and begin
at once to create a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till the Star
of Jefferson is added to the flag of the Union."
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litibepenbent Ztateboob
F-0FR INEDIAN

W. $.1 	 U F2 I-, -A V

CHICKA,AW NAT- ION

. IVC tribe
iNLL. NF
Ovii...01..CE NATION

norrtb

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SOUTH McALESTER, INDIAN TERRITORY.

T936. 

rnclosed find copy of a circular letter mailed the vkAr-
lovis rvligicus nrd tf7dmpermce papers throucht the United Stbtes,
This letter tocthe2 with The '4,?commendettions of t1.-te Chief Moen
tivrls mde at rlift4ula, ”ay 2T, Tt)06, beinr
the popers are bckinc up te cause editoriallY. 	 A c14pping from
thc F70tAth !!cAlestfIr Daily Capital, zhich 	 ttlken frov,, the Globe
Denocmt, last sunlny, is hereto attacheas 	I m in receipt of
1,tters adviing me that we can count on the suppc,et of their res
pective paperx; thtA they will publish whatevor data we -lay fur-
ni3h then, and wili support the cut:se

It is hopf.71 that you will see that Sour Ccmylci
cuoh memoalc in acts a are necessary to carry out the plans
aaol , te,1 at rufr.141a. 	 no this, and 	 are c9rthin to soti an inde
penaeat state formed out of the Tritiian Territory.

This Committee is already in debt for st&tiontirY an4
print,, "7114ttr, an to continue the work it will cost consiJarable
MO re • 	 In view of that fact, T sufest that each national (,o4neil
arpropricte the followinq timounLs, Lo-wit: Choctaws,
Chickcomtis, 1q50scio; Creeks, 1 ,150.00; Cherokees, 1/50,00 0 and the
aftanoles, $50.ou. 	 Th1 	 5fl not be to “-eat an umount; to con-
t,nue this work intelligently and successfully, will take both
time and moneys

I ask that you give this your favorable consideration;
and that You will Wlvisa me at an early at  what your views ure
in the matter.

Very respectfullY•

Chairman,



Mayor. Recorder. Treas.

INCORPORATED TOWN OF McAL EST ER
Aldermen

W. A. WALKER,
C. SPRINGER,
J. J. MeALESTER,
W. E. \TORRES,
T. J. PHILLIPS,

J. W. RUFF,
Town Marshal.
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111.1111MIIMERIMIONMONNIMIA

SHALL ONE DELEGATE, OR MORE, SEEK CONGRESSIONAL RELIEF?
Shall .the ,Territorial mass convention Monday select one delegate to

lobby with congress, or more than one?

It is probable that a majority of the delegation selected here yesterday to
attend the territorial convention will favor the selection of one man, very

likely a resident of this city. Aside from the aspirants for this honor let us
look at the question: will one delegate.to congress do the territory more
good than a number?

The Capital has long contended that the non-citizen must identify himself

with the Indian in order to secure congressional legislation?
Why? Because the relief so scantily handed out to the non-citizen of this

country in the past has been injected into legislation for the Indian. No one
can cite one important measure beileficial to the white man, which has been
enacted independently of measures releiving trne Indian situation ..The
treaties have long been the cart into which an occasional relief clause could
be dumped and wheeled through congress. Occasionally the Indian appro-

priation bill serves the purpose as inthe case of the anti-ejectment law.
This truth must be considered as an empathetic declination of congress to

pay any attention to the white citizens of the territory who are continually
seeking this and that form of felief. It surely demonstrates that congress
feels duty bound to meet some of the demands of its wards..

The people of Indian Territory have never realized the Indian as a factor
in their past fights for recognition in congress and have but defeat and ridi-
cule to show for the continued efforts to prove their power. History of leg-

islation for Indian Territory does not show a single instance where the
white man and the Indian appeared together before congress and asked for

legislation bearing on the ultimate future of this country.
There has never been a union between the original owners of the Indian

Territory and the non-citizen, or as cogress would call the latter, interloper.

Every other plan has been tried and -found lacking.
Is it not worth the effort to now stop this convention habit and self esti-

mation practiced by the non-citizen, and realize that there is such a fellow
on earth as the Indian by securing his aid in this effort to get a voice in con-

gress?
Suppose one strong business man from each of the five tribes is selected

at the South McAlester convention Monday, and two of these men pre repre-
sentative members of Indian tribes capable of securing the endorsement of
their respective tribal governments. These five men can go to congress and
speak from the position of the Indian and the position of the non-citizen.

The Indian can say to congress: "Our tribal government will soon be a
thing of the past. We will have no fund at our credit to maintain our
schools and academies. Our children will be on a footing with the thous-

ands of schoolless children of our white neighbor.
"We expect a changed form of government at the expiration of the tribal

rule, or even before, but what we want now is to get a voice in congress so
that we can commence the organization of our government at the earliest
moment. We want to take our children from the tribal schools in 1906 and

place them in a system of schools that should be well organized ere that
time. We will be on a level with the white man and what will benefit him

will benefit us.
"There will probably be nomoretreaties between the government and the

Indian tribes, therefore we can hope for practically no recowition before the
last change 'comes when we t.re absorbed by the future government, what-
e'er it may be. Give us a delegate now and we will join the white man in

preparing for the new era."
The non- citizen backs up the Indian with his ever voluminous an ay of ar-

gument favoring representation in congress.
This is a double-barreled argument Which can he made effective. It is

within the power of the South McAlester convention Monday to wipe away
personal ambitions for conservative consideration of the opportunity.

We have tried before and lost. Let us make a new ship that has a better
chance of withstanding the breakers of prejudice and congressional ignor-
ance, the elements which have kept Indian Territory from the footligthts for
years. Let us select a delegation so diversified in both blood and political
preference that congress can not term it a democratic scheme or a white

man's graft.

T 	 D V LI A DiDuNTINI(m,



" Let hf Indian and the non-citizen of Indian Territory unite their energies and begin
at once fo 4reate a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till the Star
of Jeffezsoji is added to the flag of the 'Union."

linbepeithent Ztateboob
FcDF 1141=3 	 TFI RI -TORY

five Civiii;ct) tribes
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SOUTH McALESTER, INDIAN TERRITORY.

October 2T, 1903.

CC, AANAITTEE:

FA. ANIS:LEV, CHAI.MAN

C:HOCTANA, NATION

A L.- E 	 E4v

OFttEEIK NATION

W. . U IRAN,

c:1-11C:KASAW NATtON

- FROWN)

.ENIINOL_E NATION

CONNL— LIROCgieF2S-4
CHEt4C>KEE NATION

Governor Green cCurtain,

TushRahoma, Indian Territoe:y.

Dear Sir,-

Pnclpsed find the two memo21a15, the two resolutions

and the act, recommended by the Chief Executives, lastay Please

LN over them careful l, and make whatever corrections You may deem
f -

rroPer.

We have teen careful in preparinp the memorial to Cong-

f*ess, and I have checked all cemprisons, and there is no mis-

statement in it. 	 Tramp is entirel: satisfied with it.

When there I talked with James Bower and Robert

"rard and the were heartily in favor of -passing such legislation
1

;

tas.was necessary, and stwEested that instead of an appropriation

' I5O.00 , appropriate 4 F00., I have prepared the act for that

arhount, and have notified the other Tritribs of this Committee that

ie Choctaw Nation wold appropriate that amount, and for them to

insist upon ',heir Councils do3,m
. the same.	 If the Choctaw Council

ill make the appropriation, the other "a ions will do the same.



I would ..:espectful1 est that, you have

Powefs, Ward, and P.C.. 6et 	 Eether and. 	
over the memo:chi

and resolUtions so that they can discuss them before they al.e pre

to Coune 1, and that the be taken up as soon as possible.

answelL1 ltters, kt 4,0 but

to be there will come, jst let rn.. know.

Eldvase me when the memo

I will come at once and copies of her L .

You • very truly,



P iROCLAMATION

•-• 	 4
-

-    

^ 

WHEREAS, TT:le General C(Juncil of he C:lectaw

in reLular sesvion assamble, adopted a . Resciv,tio'±t

Chief ExecUti ....e •of the Ciloct w Yatin to iscue a PROOL.7I077 eall7

in a special olctin GLi D:. -;ceber 19,1903,for the purpose of cut-
*

miffing to the people t••••. ,.e questio:1 	 . 	 or not - an antcr-

nati'o,nal 	 Conve lion 	 be .2,eld for t,ie 	cpoe of

erectir:r• a otato10 	 I • .1.13..n

7

.0 E 	A s, It in''■17 	 7 oai resolution tht t'ae

varioas C , unty'Ju4 L,,es shall na,rre t .-;e• eleotior, ollicers on the first

Monday in Decum:oer,1903,a;A taat the ballots sfiall be cast ,cs fol-

loas; thoe favor -lig cony ention siall vote "For Convention" and

1:Lose against convention . n ii vote "No Convention" ;and,

WHEREAS, It is further proed 7 'at tcie returns of

said election nail he certified to by the electin officers and

foratded by registered lail to the Principal Chief of tie

Choctaw Yation; Non t-Lerefore,

I, Green cCurtain, Principal Miler of the Choctaw Net ion,

ot-the-autrit:

te Choctaw Iration,o hereby call an election to he held on the 191b.

day of "flecember,1903 1 for the purposes above set forth.
In: 	 whereof I 7 -iave hereunto set

hand a -ziel caused the Great Seal of the Chottaw Nation to he
affixed,at Tinta,Indian Territory,this 17th day of Yove-
ber,1903.

Pr in .Cnief l e_qootaw Nat ion.



Toshkaaoma,I.T.prov.2,o90S.

Honorable C.R.Foicy,

-ufaula,Indian Territory.

Dear sir:-

I am reliably informed t -aat your friends; are urging yol

to permit t;:em to select you as a delegate, at tLe cominc, cnven-
J.

tion to be held llovember 5,19.03,at routa IcAlster,indian Terri-

tory. I am furtacr iifformed that you A..1.1co cent to the use  of

your nalle in th -;t connection on one crdition,namly: That you  are

endorsed by te Five Tribcs. This manif- t friendly c l,irit to

the Indian, comin6 irom one who 	 so thoroujily a representative

of tie conservative and bu 'floss interest of tnis country,convin-

CC's me tLq't in you ae ;ould find a ',ell fiti - ed and able exponent

of or cause, and believing tarA you Nould voice our sentiments

in Washington, I do not hesitate to lend you my endorsement and

hearty co-operation 	 undertakini-,.

Yours truly,

Prin.Cnif,Cnoctaw ation.



• Let the Indian and the rkork-citizen of Indian Territory unite their energies and begin
at once to create a sentiment for Independent Statehood that will NOT DOWN till the Star
of Jefferson is added to the flag of the 'Union."

aa A41,4 ITTE

W. F....ANSLEY', CHAIRMAN

OHOOTAN, NATION

sat_ex
CREEL< NATION

W. H. A4UF-2FRAY

CHICKA.AW NATION

EI OWN

N A T. 0 N

aaNNELLMOGEFRf.

CH.HOKE,E. NA710,4

linbepenbent Stateboob
F- F2 INDIAN -r FR IR 1 "1" C) F2 Y

five Civiiiwb tribe
EXECUTIVE CUMMITTEE

SOUTH McALESTER, INDIAN TERRITORY, November 21, 1903.

Governor Green EeCurtain,

Kinta, Indian Territory.

Dear Sir,-

Acting upon your suggestion of the 19th instant, I have

mailed a copy of the endlosed letter to the following persons,namely:

G. W. Scott, D. C. McCurtain, E. E. Mithhell, P. S. Lester, I. S. Low-

ery, VT. W. Wilmer, 	 74% 	H. Wilson, B. S. Smiser, James 

.. L. Sanguin, asking e'cl..Larr 

$25.00, except P. L. Lester his was placed at 15$. 	 Of course you

are included. 	 This may seem to be to much money, but you must un-

derstand Governor that the most expense we will have is the outside

work, all of which must be up in shape and must be carefully prepared.

The Chickasaw and The Cherokee have not as jtet contributed

one cent, the Simenoles about $5. the Creeks about$17., so you see the

Choctaws have been doing the work and paying the expenses also; how-

ever, Posey writes me that the Creeks will appropriate $500. and Gov-

ernor Moseley promised me they would do the same. 	 I had a letter

from Connell Rogers yesterday and he advises that the Cherokees are

heartily in favor of the plans and that they will make the appropri-

ation. 	 I wrote W. W. Hastings yesterday asking him to assist Er Con-

nell Rogers in the work at the Council.

Would be glad to have any suggestions you may wish to  offer*

Very Respectfully, 4ple,„(44,,,,,,



.T . 11ovember 23,1903.

'Tonorable J.Geor6' WriLht,

United States Indian Incr'ector,

- Nusko6ee,Indian Territory.

Fir:--

nvmbr:r. seventeen akin L„ an appropriation of five

hundred doll'irs to defra, the ex1 -3noes of callinL and conductil , an

el-ction to determile the sc.Itiment of thc\Choctaws on the mattr

of 	 iehood for the Indian Territory is imilar to .t.aose passed

and to be ra s d hy the countils of t_ic reoP ,tivc tribes in t , e

Indian Territ cry.

The question to be submitted principally is whether the

members of the Tribes gaLt statehood separate or joint with Oklahoma

In as much as the Tribes, or remb rs thereof, are now and All for

lent; time to come, be 	 errihcipa o 11CTS of tlie soil, it is

but meet and proror 	 t:1-' should have a voice in the Governiient

of the country in which they have so much and so great interests.

the bill

Trustin6 that y u .mill make favorable r commendations on

the saJne is submitted upon its merits.

Very respc!ctful y

'prin.Chief Cnoctam
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
SOUTH McAL.E.STER., I. T.

Governor Green MoCurtain,

Kinta, Indian Territory.'



41*

Resolutions.

Whereas„The United States government in the several treaties
with the Five Civilised tribes under the present tribea governments Tlere
organised „guaranteed that the limits of no state or territory should
ever be extebded around the 7ive Civilized Tribes without Moir consent
and in the act of congress of June Pf 1,0119P,(30 Stat.495 ) arreed that
the lands now occupied by the rive eivtlized Tribes should,when proparel
be admitted as a state of the Union:and,

Whereas twe believe that the Irrlians of the Five etVillsed
--,T_Ibes are opposed to any territorial form of government for Indian

Thrritory,either nor or hereafi„;-T-,ard to any loris/attor by COncress
A

whose obect is the a'4 ,4sorlmtiert by nklahomn of the tndtar
wliole or In part; and s

Whereas sWe feel that some method should be adopted whereby
the Tndians of the Ftv ,! .-!ivilized tribes may,by pomlar vate loietermine
whether or not theetfare in favor of statehood for Indian Territory
separate from Okilama after the expiration of their tribal t:overnments;
therefore,

7e,the chief executives and representativeslif the Five
Civilized Tribes assembled at 7 1.:ufaulas Creek rationon;My 2rst,1903,
do hereby make the following recommendatione o the CherOken and Chickasaw
executives confrorrIng.

T, 1 The chief executive of each nation shat?.. p in his next
messare to te general council of his nationtr"onmenil 1NliA1at thr
authorizing the chief executive to call ar election t0 deci4o whether
or not the monbers of his nation are in favor of an ipternatjonal
convention. This convention shall be composed of twenty deli4cates
from each of—the ?lye Civilized Tribes s anei shall be hold for Ahe plirpone
of rraaing a constitution for the state 6overnment to succelObo severa1
tribal rovernments which expire by treaty provisions or March 4,1.906.
The chief executive shall also recommend that the general council prosertbe
plar for soloctine delegates to the international tionstitutional

convention. The eeneral courcil o' each ration shalliirstruct 4,to delo rxtes
to incorporate in the constitutton a provision prohtitinr thefs4e of
intoxicating liquors within the boundaries of the stiite to be forTiled
out of the Indian Territory, 	\

• 	Arecomend that the citizens of eftch rat.lon votefor tho
constitutional convention *

3. 10 recommend that each nation hold -1110 nlectiorj not later
than DeeeMber 20th,1903„and that said election be held in the same

/ manner as other eleotions aro hold in the several nalons, 7he,votet 4ast
in each election shall be certified by the precin 	 dct Officers an  '\-t
4orwarded to the chief executives. The chief executi*es o'" the /ft**

e. nations shall constitute a board'vof commissioners whii, f.qiall cafrAs'thd
count the voter cast ir ouch nationord LI.T.sue proclahation of !the rqsult
not latlr than sammry TOth01903. If a majority of the qualified voters
of the five nations are in flwor of a corstitrional .0,,orvertiot the

/I! convention shall be hol0.4. 1-Tre recommen6 that the international copstitution41
i convention he held not later thar Toebruary Ist r1904.

, 	 A, 7e recommend that the general council of each nationI its next session tneneriltme congress for f-7tatohood separates from

k. , Oklahoma go to becono effective larch 4th,1906,and that such nomorial
be transmitted to conrress thn prosidert p and the secretary of the
interior. 4-- ,



Res•olvedoThat the 3ocre . ary of • this .convertion. is hereby
instructed to • farrish at once a ce, tified copy of the recommendation.
of the Chief NxecutiveS to the Prosidert and the lecretary of the
intorior o with the request that the latter shall forward the same
to Congress,'

1To
Resolved, That the (L‘airnan o td 	 'wn t ior shall appo

ExecUt iv e Committee of 'it*A five persons ( one from ii pawl - G

whose duty it shall be to carry out the I.)13.,rs reoommendId by the
Chief 7,'Ineautives.

The Chief Itcecutive of each '1Tation shall submit to the
Chairman of this convent ior the name of the person* :4.e selects for
this ,conittee• The 'perso) selecte(i . must be a morThor or his Nation by
blood.

1 o. 3.
%ThereKS the S'XICtit IVe Committee in carryinr forward the

plans idoptef.3, by this cement:ion will irlur considerable expense;
WIT7.7-11113,It is proper that the citizt!ns of tO!iven.Tribes

and especilly the meribers of this conventlor l shonla attest their
interest ir this nnvenort Therefore,

71e it rsolved,That the secretary shall call the roll of all
pornOttl particApatine in_this comertion p ard as oaoh r 	 called

, person 3 �18.11 ltate hi pOStOffleM and the amount of his
eor titiihnt lone

Thfr. ltst whin!, coripleted,shall be 1,4t1rnished the Wecutive
coatitteo who, shall collect from time to time lzhatevekr prOportion
of each lontribut ion 'rta be necevsary to c; ,:zry forravtici the -.vork o f the
committee,

•

\\



4 	6.'.10 further recommend that the r,rneral council oP each ration address
a memorial to the various relinions and temrerarno orrarirations

the United Itates requesting them to assist the Trrilans of the
Five Civilized Trtbes in their effort to prevent the annexation of
the Indian Territory to (klahoma and to secure a state goverment
for Indian Territory /Ander a constitution which will protect the'

iefui influonce cyr irtoxiaating liquors.
,aot th , lr-ei 	 na of the Indian Territory

-7* ..-,ItLcr!' 	"4"A Irthes) orefer separate,
ndiar

Irdifin from

-
411110/ Pe,

nventic

*itizens and:
derlands we re oorraeile
0 rt1ry the corstitu,

to rtty 411Pihr.

non
the 7ivr1 rAvilized Tribes

propo 	 at ver amentlen;.,.s 	 410111d. ,13 1/1.--1:41.
be proposed by the non-citizens o their convention ahall aproirt
a comittee of two persong from each nation. This committee shall
meet a like committee appointed by the convention of the -nye Civiliz
-Tribes and those two c';!Itlittees shall constitute a conference
comittne of twnnty persons who shall adjust all differenCes ir the
constitution.

P.The Preciicrittof the constitutional cony r.ior If the
Ave Civilized Tribes shall appoint two deletes from each of the
five nations. These ten delegate3 shall invite the co -operatioh-
of a like rroriber of delegates appointed by the convention of the
non-citizens lard the two dolormt.ion s4all td4e 'e const' ition-adopted by the ort r co commit e arid 	 fr, 	 patqf
endblinc at authorizing the people of the Indir; Aerrttory to vote
upon the ratification of this constitution for nwrIbOrs of the
house of representatives of the United Sta es t and fo.;,* all
electivn officers provided for by the said conatitutteln.

rtIt:
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