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MESSAGE OF GREEN Mc CURTAIN

Executive w ffice, C. N.

Tuskahoma, Ind. Ter.

To the General Council:

In compliance with constitutional requirements,

I, as your Chief Executive, herewith submit my annual

message, setting forth the condition of our government

and recommendinc for you consideration such measures

as I deem expedient for the public welfare.

You, as the legislative department of our govern-

ment, should realize fully the magnitude of the respon-

sibility which rests upon you. Never before in our

history as a self-governing people have we been confront-

ed with public questions of such vital importance, and

never before have we been in such need of wise and

partiotic legislation.



Each and every member should bear in mind that

he was not called to the high position that he now

occupies for the purpose of bringing our people to

destruction or grief, but on the contrary, that he

was chosen to lead them out of the dangers now about

to engulf them, by a permanent settlerent of the dif-

ficulties which now confront us.

In your legislation be actuated by pure and

ratriotic motives. Endeavor to do that which you

know will bring pe?ce, confort and happiness o all

ho es alike. -Rear in mind that if there are any people

in his world that need protection it is the Choctaw

People. Ls legislators, you hold the life of our

government to day in your hands; and whether you will

wreck or preserve it depenas upon how you legislate.

You should be deeply sensible of the demands

made up_n us by the ro ,:ernment of the United States,

and of their evident and earnest desire that our people

should consent to a change of some kind. And, although

the changes asked of us are repugnant to our feelings

and against cur wishes, yet we should be sensible of

the fact that the government making these del ,lands on

us is much more powerful than we are, and is able to

enforce these demands should we refuse to accede to them.



We should be sensible of our weakness, and while we

should legislate wisely we should legislate according

to our strength. It should be taken into consideration

how little could be accomplished by our opposition to

the changes asked of us. Despite the appeals we made

that our treat: - rights be respected, and in the face of

all our protests all the legisl ation enacted by congress

affecting this country has been aggressive and immical

to our rights, and tends to the destruction of our

cheerished institutions.

The time is at hand that we cannot depend on

our treaties for protection. Some other plan must be

resorted to that our safety ma:: be assured. The unres-

stricted right of self .government has been the life

and main substance of our national existence, and then

this vital function was ignored b7 congress every thin-

ing man must perceive that our treaty was a failure ant

does not afford us the Protection it was intended to.

With all these difficulties before us I appeal

to you to use good sense and judgenent in all your

deliberations. Before you decide upon any measure

mark out intelliently what effect it ill have cn our

con. on interests. Contend for everything that is just-

ly due your people, but be cautious that these conten-

tions are made not ricklessly but intelligently, and



on reasonable grounds: And that which you decide upon

as the best policy for our government, carry it out at

once, as delay will only complicate matters. What it

is necessary to do should be done at once if you would

preserve our property and avoid losing everything in

It is self evident that in all governments the

majority rules, that it takes a majority to maintain a

government. A - d it is essential that this ruling rower

be under one head. It is as imrx)ssible for two govern-

ments to exist in one country as it is for two families

to live under the same roof without friction. One or

the other must prevail, and 't is human experience thEt

the weaker must give way to the Etronger. That is the

condition that now confronts us.

The majority of the people living among us are

not subject to our laws, in otherwords, the law making

power of this goverment is to the minority and there-

fore cannot exist much longer. It is sad to say, yet

it must be admitted that our government has outlived its

time. We asked in our agreement with the Dawes commis-

sion that our government may continue eight years longer.

While this seems but a short tine for us to wind up our

affairs it is extremely doubtful if we can secure even



this short an extention of our national existence.

In demanding these changes of us the government of the

United States really believes thit it will prove bene-

ficial to us by promoting us to a higher plane of

civilization. But as Indians, we look at it from a

different standpoint and we can conceive of no greater

hardship or sacrif i ce than to give up our government

which is perfectly satisfactory to us, and to which -ze

have become attached from long and fond associations.

To give up all our cherished customs and privileges

seems fatal to us. 	 e can imagine no worse hardship.

But it is inevitable. We cannot check the change.

Let us then brace up and accept the conditions imposed

upon Us like men. Be men in the struggle. Contend for

your property and divide it among yourselves while you

have the opportunity. ;f_ you wait there will be none

to divide.

FINANCES

Our Finances are still in a depressed condition.

And, notwithstanding every effort was made to remedy

this condition.of affairs, there has not been enough:

funds available durin7 the past yeer to pay all the

appropriations made at last Council. This deficit is

caused partly by a falling off in the royalty received

from coal companies and is partly due to the failure of



of a few of our Pevenue Collectors to turn over all

of the revenue due the nation.

The receipts to our Treasury for the last

quarter of last year and three of this year are

177,210.64.

SCHC:LS

The usefulness of our schoOls during the past

year has been restricted because of the lack of suffi-

cient funds to meet school approrriations. Added to

this, we have been unfortunate as to lose two of our

Academies by fire during the past twelve months. The

pecuniary loss to the nation has been very great,

coming as it did when our finances were at a low ebb.

It has also deprived two hundred of our boys and girls

of school privileges. Our finances 	 not admit of

our rebuilding these schools, as scarcely enough money

is available to run what schools are already in opertion.

But I do not think we would be justifiable in depriving

these two hundred students of school privileges. So I

would recommend that additional buildings be added to

Tushkahoa Female Inst . tute and to zones Lcademy to

double their rresent.capacity so each of these schools

will have one hundred additional students.

Our Neighborhocd schools are in as good a condi-



ticn as could be exrected. I can recom mend no change

in the law regulating Neighborhood schools, as the pre-

sent law has not been sufficiently tested to prove its

efficiency. There may be some dissatisfaction among

the people in regard to the Neighborhood schools, but

this is owing chiefly to the conduct of the officials

rather than to any defect in the law. • The present

School Board has not had the opportunity to develop

our schools as they would like. Their labors have been

greatly retarded because of a large amount of unpaid

school accounts left b7r the old Board. These unpaid

accounts have hampered the usefulness of the 7zoard and

the 7oard have been unable to get these accounts off

their hands owing to our depressed finances.

I have every confidence in the Board, every

member of It is anxious to improve our schools, and it

is striving to do so, but can accomplish but little

uhder present conditions. A time is at hand when every

individual Choctaw will have to manage and take care of

his property without the assistaLce of his government.

And in order that he may be successful in his affairs

he should be liberally educated. If we succeed in

retaining our government eight years longer we should,

during that ti e, give ever:: child the means to secure



an education, thus enabling them to successfully manage

their affairs.

There have been a larger number of white persons

admitted to citizenship by the Dares commission and the

United States court who are not recognized as citizens

by the Choctaw nation. 	 soon as these persons were

admitted to citizensip they at once demanded school

PrivileFes for their children, claiming a right to par-

ticipate in our school funds. To have Permitted the

children of these People school Priviler7es would have

soon exhausted the funds appropriated to run our

Neighborhood schools. Under the circumstances I felt

it my duty to close all the Neighborhood schools until

our body can take action in this matter. Cur schools

should not be closed any longer than is absolutely

necessary. - therefore recommend that you take immediate

action, in the premises, and that youraction be made known

to the Board so that the schools may reopen with as

little delay as possible.

CITIZENSHIP ROLLS

In accordance with an act of council (Oct. 1696)

the census committee completed the Revised Rolls of the

citizens of the Choctaw nation. I have not approved of

this roll as required b the act referred to, because,

from such information I have received, I am led to be-



lieve that names were entered on the rolls through

error or misrepresentation that should hot be there.

I will submit for your consideration hereafter, the

names of these persons. Bearing on this matter is

another subject that needs action by your body. The

la—, authorizing the census, made no pr ovisions for

those Cherokees who are citizens of this nation. There

seems to be an impression among this class of people

that they are entitled to citizenship in both , nations.

entered into an agreement with the Chief of the Chero-

kee nation and the aovernor of the Chickasaw nation

that such persons should appear before a commission

consisting of one member from each of the nations and

make a declaration, under oath, of which they wish to

be recoznized as a citizen and renou n ce all claims to

citizenship they may have in any other nation. This

agreement was only a temporary one. I now submit this

matter for your consideration an recommend that sDme

definite aciJion be had by you to settle this question

fur all time to core and that such agreement include

all tlie other nations that will enter into it ith us.

N. K. & T. R. R. GRANT

The Choctaw nation has never, at any time, given

her consent to the Land Grants made to the Y. Y. & T.



R. R., but this road has at different times encroached

upon our citizens living alonp its line and has filed

suits against our citizens. I have been appealed to,

as Chief Executive, to protect our citizens from the

encroachments of this road. In order to do this, I

entered into contract with I. D. Oglesby, of Ft. Smith,

to defend them in these suits. As the fee agreed upon

in this contract is very rersonable, I recommend that

you :askc an appropriation to pay it.

In accordance with an act af congress, the C. 0.

& G. R. P. has notified me that they will condemn, and

take twenty-five acres of land adjoining the town of

South McAlester, for railway purposes. It being im-

perative that the natio_s interest be protected I enter-

ed into contract with I. D. Oglesby, to test their

rights under this act. The act referred to requires

the railroad company tc compensate the nation for the

land they claim for railroad purposes. This raod at

first proposed to Pay 25 per acre for tv.enty-five

acres, and afterwards offered to take only thirteen

acres, for which they agreed to - ay 2..00 per acre. As

I had no authority to accept their proposition, T refer

the matter for your consideration.



DISTRIFUTICY OF coRr

Short crops last yearcaused much privations

among our citizens and appeals were made for assistance

from the nation. In order to procure funds to buy corn

to relieve the destitution of the people, I made a de-

mand on the Treasurer for the necessary funds, but he

declined toeavance than?. I was then forced to borrow

2,600 for 90 days at 8 per cent interest, from J. J.

Phillips, and used the money to buy corn. To meet this

note I called upon the Revenue Collectors and received

from J. S. Forrest, Collector 1st District, 628,25;

J. F. Fisser, Collector 3rd District, 1,100.00; 	 .

Kayser, Inerector Frisco R. R., . - 1,000.00; making the

all 2 728 25. The note with interest amounted to

$2,652 00, leaving and unexpended balance of'76.25.

I receipted the Collectors referred to for the money

received from them, which receipts they will submit

with their reports. The manner in which the corn was

distributed will be shown in the report of D. Y. Robb,

who superintended the distribution. Fis energy assist-

ed by the hearty cooperation of the distributors in

the different counties, made the distribution a success.  .

In some cases it .as necessary to hire the corn hauled

from the railroad to the different counties and the

persons who did this hauling have not yet been paid.



I therefore recommend that an appropriation be made to

Pay these accounts. In order to ascertain how many

persons there were in each county that needed assistance,

I appointed an Enumerator for each county with the

understanding that they were to receive 45.00 Per day

not to exceed ten days. I recommend that the sum of

f1850 be appropriated to pay these Enumerators.

INTRUDES S

The intruders have become so numerous that they

have been a serious imnediment to our officers in their

endeavors to enforce the laws. This evil, bad in it-

self, has been greatly aggravated by the large number

of claimants to citizenship. This subject is of very

greet importance, and a remedy for this evil should

be the subject of serious consideration by you.

These claimants were allowed by act of congress

to prove their citizenship, by affidavits, and the

nation had only 60 days in which to file answers to

these claims. When you take into consideration that

there were several hundred of these claimants, and

that the affidavits establishing their claims were

taken before votaries rtlblic in several of the adjoin-

in states and throughout the Indian Territory, at a-

bout the same time, it will be plainly seen that it



was an impossibility for the netio to have been

represented in these cases. The testimony in all

these cases was therefore "ex parte."

I an further informed that in cases where false

affidavits were made these persons making these affidavits

could not be prosecuted for prejury. This has brought

on a state of affairs very dangerous to our interests.

The people applying for citizenship here are a class who

are endeavoring to obtain something for nothing, regard-

less of all right and justice. They are unscrupulous

in their efforts to get our property ana there being

no penalty for their presenting false affidavits they

will soon deprive us of all our possessions, if a

remedy is not provided at once. What then is our

remedy'? I say that the act of congress, giving the

Dawes commission and the United states court the right

to pass on citizenship cases has reached out further

than congress intended it to.

The act of congress conferring this right to

pass on citizenship cases to the Dawes Commission and

the United States court, was so qualified that these

Tribunals must he governed by the laws and usages of

the Indians regulating citizenship in their respective

tribes.



But this provision was in a manner ignored and our

laws governing intermarriages were set aside. Not

content with this, these Tribunals have undertaken

to pass on property rights, involving property of

. great value to us. ll of our school funds and all

other property that we thought we bought from the

United States government, and which we thought was

ours are about to be taken from us by this act of

congress.

Jhile I may be in error in regrd to this mat-

ter, yet it certainly appears to me that when the

court is going to rass on citizenship cases involv-

ing property rights of such magnitude and value, it

should be required to take the regular course of

judicial procedure, and should prove beyond a doubt

that the nation is illegally withholding from these

claimants their just rights. But no such proceedings

have been had. The Choctaw nation has never been

confronted with the witnesses in behalf of the claimants.

The court has proceeded to pass on these cases depriv-

ing the Choctaw people of their prouerty, withcut

properly giving the nation its day in court.

I would be loth to believe that congress ever

intended to deprive our people of any of their school



Privileges, as their policy has been to have the

Indians properly educated. I have every confidence

in the good faith of the Unted States government and

of their wishes for the welfare of the Indian people,

and I feel assured thLt if you, as the legislative

department of your government,,will make the Ti. S.

g.vernment understand the bad effect this act, authoriz-

ing the Dawes Commission and the Ti. S. court to Pass

on citizenship cases, has on our interests, and that

if you will riemorialize con -ress to remove these dif-

ficulties, by having only Indian Hribunals to pass on

their citizens rights that congress will respect your

demands. I would suggest such a course, and if your

body can agree upon any other measure that will afford

us reliefitiom this evil, you will have my hearty co-

operation.

THE DAWES COTYISSION

The commission created by act of council (Oct.

1896) to negotiate with the Dawes commission, met at

. Fort Smith, Ark., Nov. 16th, 1896, and after conferring

with the Dawes commission on the different matters at

issue between the Ti. S. Government ana our government,

took recess to meet at Truskogee, and there consummated

an agreement with them on the 15th day of Dec., 1896.

Two of our commissioners, resley Anderson anu E. P.



Ainsworth, accompanied by J. S. Standley (who acted in

my stead) went on to ..;ashington to assist the Dawes

Commission in having the Agreement ratified; but awing

to the refusal of the Chickasaw commissioners to sign

the agreement, it failed to be ratified by congress.

In larch, 1896, our commission, in conjunction with the

Chickasaw commission, met the Dawes commission at ftoka,

and perfected an .i4reement on the 23rd day of April,

1897, which Agreement now awaits the action of congress

(as required b the act of council, Oct. 1896) before

it can be submitted to you for your action it will not

be prudent or wise for this council to take any action

on the Agreement until the proper tie arrives.

It will be superfluous for me to explain the

different feetures of the Agreement, as you have all

doubtless seen a copy of it. Suffice it to say that

every effort was made to secure the interest and rights

of Our perople;and although some of its provisions are

objectionable, yet your commission was obliged to sub-

mit to these that other concessions might be gained.

This matter will be more fully explained, if your body

desires it, at this session of council.

trust that no unnecessary delays be had in

your work and that your labors be characterized by



harmony and unity of action.

Party lines should be ignored, and you should

be united in your efforts to legislate for the common

good.

GREEN YcCUPTAIN

P . C. C. N.
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EDT:PORTAL ON GREEN cCURTAIN

When Green YcCurtain was a candidate for gover-

nor I supleorted him and voted for him because he advocated

a policy which I thought was for the best interest of the

Choctaw People.

He favored the full recognition of the inter-

married white citizen and promised, if elected, that

they would be accorded the same rights as citizens by

blood. He did not prom se this ::,recause he construed

the treaty to Five then any right to :.and, but ES he

said in his message to the general council, such a con-

struction might be placed on this clause of the treaty

and it -would cause us endless litigation.

•he also promised that he woued see that the

adopted freedreen of the Choctaw nation and their decen-

dants, shou d get their full share, 40 acres of land as

was provided for in the treaty of 1866.

In his message to council there was one state-



ment that he made particularly struck me and that was

these words: "We people that are more able should give

up what we have in order to protect the uneducated mass

of our reor_e."

Now every one of the above promises he has ful-

filled by having provisions in the recent Choctaw-jjawes

treaty.

B- a close perusal 	 the said treaty, you will

find he has not violated a single word of his promise

made to —s people. Ind we cannot say as much of any

former chief, with the exception of his brother J. F.

EcCurtein. And T am glad to know that he is a Chief,

not only in name, but in deeds.

Some Deop_e knew so little of the character

of Gov. 1.!cCurtain as to be foolish enough to say that if

Gov. McCurtain was elected Dr. E. N. Wright would be

chief.

They knew how Wright hedled Gov. Jones around

with a ring in his nose and thought he would do the same

with Gov. LcCurtain.

But the rope that Wright used in leading Gov.

Jones proved too rotten to use on aov. YcCurtain and

because he could nr't lead him he Ditched into him by

accusing him of being connected with the 25 per cent

lease district contract.



Put anybody knows better t,an that. Look how

R. L. C..ens is opposing this agreement, yet he has mere

interest in the Lease District Contract than any one man.

If this agreement had provided for the 25 per cent con-

tract, Owens would not make a kick. This proves that

the 25 per cent contract was not 1 -,rovided for in this

agreement. But although Dr. ''right could not lead the

present governor, he has been successful in getting a-

bout 18 prominent men at Tuskahoma. They ere so

simple minded as to believe that .iright was working for

the interest f the people, when we all know that he

represents the coal-barons and town siters who are trying

to rob the people.

r-

TUSFYAFOYA.
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LEMER OF GREEN CCURTAIN

TO CAPT. J. S. STANDLEY

Capt. I. S. c',tandley,

Willard Eouse,

Washington D. C

Dear Friend:

I suppose you have seen Dr. Wrightts letter

to the Capital at Sc. McAlester, and the manner in

which he wrote up your pedigree, to say nothing of

his often repeated statements of my attempt to bribe

him. I can not understand what Wright hopes to gain

by his rediculous charges, for he certainly knows

how he stands with the PeoPle and that no credence

will be placed in what he says. Put I presume he is

trying to earn his salary by keeping himself promin-

ently before the people as an opposer of our agree-

ment.



He is trying to create the impression that

I was actuated by selfish motives in signing the agree-

ment, but I believe that my friends will admit that I

am working solely for the good of my people, and if I

make any mistakes it will be an error of my judgment

and not of my heart. And I will not yield to undue

influence to thwart me from my duty, but will use

every effort to check them in their dishonest under-

takings. To use a slang expression, I would prefer

being "chawed up" by one of this gang, than to "chaw

Up" one of them, because their actions have become so

unsavory, and so distasteful to the people, that my

appetite revolts at the thought of them.

I have always desired that my administration

shall prove benefcial to the mass of my people; and

I have prayed often to my ri,od for his guidance in

my official duties, and I sincerely hope that my ad-

ministration shall prove to the world, that in all

my undertakings I have never permitted the interests

of my people to be neglected. I am well aware that

a majority of my people, in their ignorance, have

protested against my views in this Indian question,

but this is because of their want of information,

and of being misled by designing men.



If my people knew the love I have for them

in heart and soul, they would never doubt my friend-

ship for them. Whenever I find anything is for the

best interest of my people, I embrace it as a child,

to my bosom. Many times have I shed tears in seeing

the rights of my people ignored by designing men. Oh,

how often have I thought that I would be haprier if

I could not rerceive these errors, if I could be deaf

and dumb to these outrages. From Dr. Wright's letter

to the Capital and from what Dime wrote to me, you

are endeavoring to compromise or arrange the differ-

ences with the rail road and coal companies. I

would suggest that whatever ccncessions that your

commission may deem necessary to make, that nothing

will be done that will in any way impair the rights

or interests of the Choctaw ration.

GREEN /sic CUR TATIT
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAL'

- mSans 	 1. 1.,

Aug. 16, 189?

All those claimants for enrollment 	 citizens,

who are no recognized by the Choctaw lation, but who

were admitted by the i-JEwes co,=ission, or who claim

their citizenship by reason of Judge ,,layton's ruling,

are hereby notified that I will not acknowledge the

receipt of their a, olications for enrollment. 	 he

people w o claim citizenship as above shown will

number more than five thousand, and my time is too

precious to devote to answering these applications.

The Choctaw .,,ation denies their right to

citizenship and will appeal all these cases.

Some who ask to be enrolled base their

right on the ground that the grand-father, or grand-

other hadhad married a Choctaw, ana while they do not

claim to be Choctaws, yet -Ley claim the rights to



citizenship because of Judge Clayton's ruling. The

Lord Almighty and an Indian only can 'Lake an Indian.

The white -:.an is very shrewd and energetic, and succeeds

in manufacturing idost anything he undertakes; but when

it comes to manufacturing on paper, full fledged

Indians, and giving thelra rights in land and money

out compensating the Indians for the same, even a

white an will find it impossible to do.

The Choctaw :ation will not quietly submit to

being robbed of their property in this outrageous

, ianner. No civil government should feel herself

justifiable in doing a helpless people such a wrong.

This notice does not a pply to bona fide citizens

who were overlooked by the Census Commission or to

children born to persons already enrolled.

GREEN MC CURTAIN,
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN

Sept. 11, 1897.

Hon. J. W. Everid6e,

Superintendent of

Public Schools.

It is a well known fact that the Choctaw

Council has never denief citizenship to claimants

who proved their blood to be Choctaw. But there

are a large number of claimants by blood, AI° fail-

ing to prove their rights before the Choctaw coun-

cil, the proper tribunal and which is supposed to

be better qualified to judge who are citizens than

an outsider, have filed their applications before

the Dawes Commission and the United States court,

and by fraud and misrepresentation were admitted to



citizenship.

No sooner have they established their claims

than they at once demand school privileges, which

in itself is sufficient to show that they are not

Choctaws by blood. That the Nations interests were

not properly looked after in the citizenship cases

of those who claimed rights by blood, was no fault

of the attorneys who represented the lation, nor can

any reflection be cast upon the Court, as no ex-

ceptions were taken in most of the cases thus ad-

mitted as Choctaws by blood. The main fault rests

with Tosiah Gardner one of our citizens, who was

employed by my predecessor, Jeff Gardnel, to have

the Nation properly represented in citizenship cases.

He should have used every effort to have furnished

the Nations attorneys evidence in all these cases.

But through neglect and negligence this was not done.

The result is there are a large number of fraudu-

lent claimants admitted, Who are demanding school

Privileges.

And it is out of the question to attempt

to educate these children, Whom we know are not

citizens by blood or marriage.



It is difficult to provide school facil-

ities for our own children, and the responsibility

rests upon me to protect the interests of my people,

as Chief of the Ohoctaw Nation.

an therefore forced to the sad necessity

of calling on the School Board to close our neiEh-

borhood schools, and depriving our children of an

education.

I have therefore notified the district Trus-

tees to close the neighborhood schools in their res-

pective districts on Friday Sept., 24 , 1897, until

Council can act in this matter.

Very Truly,

GREEN Mc 0 UR TA IN .
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EDITORIAL ON MESSAGE OF GREEN McCURTAIN

In his regular annual message to the General

Council, Gov. cCurtain gives the law makers of the

Choctaw nation a very comprehensive, intelli:ent and

correct view of the general situation of affairs in

this country, and advises them of the only safe and

proper course for them to pursue in dealing with the

demands made on us by the United States for a change

in our tenure of lands etc.

Whether the masses of the people see the sit-

uation as he outlines it or not; it is nevertheless

true and calls for the best and most self-sacrificifig

patriotism on the part of our people andthe wisest

council of our most brilliant statemen. It is no

longer a question of how we can avoid this change hut

how we can best subserve the interests of our people

in shaping the change. It is coming and is not far

distant in the future. A treaty has been formulated



and signed by the proper representatives of both

governments -- the strong and the weak -- and the law

governing the mode of ratifying tLis agreement, should

be faithfully carried out. If this is done the present

council will not take any action on it, as the law con-

templates the ratification to be made first by the

United States government. The governor calls attention

to the depressed condition of our finances and states

that it is caused by the falling off cf our royalties

and a failure by some of the collectors to turn in all

they collect. If any of the present collectors fail

short, they should be promptly removed and prosecuted

for embezzlement. No government can hold the respect

and confidence of the People, while such men are retain-

ed in office.

No change is recommended in the Neighborhood

school law, but it is recommended, that instead of

rebuilding the Academies burned down, those that re-

main, be enlarged and the pupils sent to them. The

Governor does not embody in his message the recommenda-

tions for an appropriation for the Atoka Academy, but

the Board of Education has recommended an appropriation

of 115500 for this school. This amount of money could

not be used more judiciously than in this school.



In his recommendations concerning "Citizenship

Rolls," "M. F. & T. r-rant," "Distribution of Corn Last

Year," "Intruders," etc., the governor shows his inter-

est in the welfare of his people and his desire to pro-

tect them in their property rights or any other interests

which may be involved. He recommenas prompt and decisim

action by the council in all matters of public interest

and a united effort on the part of the members in all

matters pertaining to the public welfare.



TEE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, Indian Territory
Nov. 25, 1897.
Vol. 12. No.
B. S. Smiser, 	 )
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors.

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Under the Head of "Why We Change" the In-

dianala Herald publishes the following and the CITI-

ZEN translates the reading between the lines for the

benefit of our readers.

"It is necessary for us to explain to the

public why, after so ardently supporting Green Mb-

Curtain as we have, that we at this stage of the

game deem it necessary to repudiate him.

To be brief, we simply state that we cons-

cientiously believed CCurtain to be a man of integ-

rity, intelligent, firm and reliable in every res-

pect. We find that we have labored under an illus-

ion, and believing as we do that "wise men sometimes

change, but fools never," we hasten to right ourselves

before the public. Our reason for repudiating him

is: First, Because you cannot rely upon what he says.



(Our 11r. Cole, who is a son-in-law of one of

the Garland heirs was at Council a whole month working

on the Garland bill and then the Gov. vetoed it.)

Second -- Because he is ruled by Dime Ains-

worth.

(Dime lAnsworth was opposed to this big steal

that "me and my mother-in-law were interested in")

Third -- Because we believe that a man so ad-

dicted to drunkenness is not competent to have charge

of the affairs of any Nation, so therefore, Green,

we bid you a kind adieu.

(You vetoed our bill and therefore we be-

lieve you were drunk. We'll never forgive you in this

world nor the next, so we jine" the Unions and bid

you adieu.)



THE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, Indian Territory
Nov. 25, 1697.
Vol. 12. No.
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors.

EDITORIAN ON GREEN MtCUPTAIN

Two noted events which will mark the history

of the recent Choctaw council, is the big drunk which

Green MtCurtain got on and Governor Dime Ainsworth

having council to ratify the Atoka agreement".



THE IrDIAr CITIZEN

Atoka, Indian Territory
Nov. 25, 1897.
Vol. 12. No.
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors.

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Sam Jones says that when you throw a rock

into a crowd of dogs you cm always tell which one is

hit, because he will "holler". The Herald "hollered"

when Governor McCurtain vetoed the Garland approrri-

ation, and our readers car make their own application.

We leave them to decide what dog was hit.



TEE INDIO- CITIZEN

Atoka, Indian Territory
Nov. 25, 1897.
Vol. 12. No.
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser, ) Editors.

EDITORI.LI, ON GREEN cCURTAIN

Had Governor McOurtain signed the Garland

appropriation bill "Big Drunk" and "Gov. Dime" would

have been unknown to fortune and to fame, end P. B.

C. would have been rolling in wealth at the expense

of the Choctaw nation.



TEE LTD= CITIZEN

Atoka I. T.
Thursday, Nov. 18, 1897
Vol. 12, No.30
S. Smiser )EditorsNorma E. Smiser )

EDITOR LL 01/ GREEN McCURT:JN

On the 6th day of next pril the Tuskahoma

Party will meet at Tuskahoma for purpose of selecting

a candidate for chief who will carry the banner of

the party to victory at the next August election.

When almost all citi ens feared to advocate the

priLcipals promulgated by this party that has grown

so rapidly in favor with the people for the past

fifteen months, there was one man who came out

boldly and fearlessly and openly and publicly

proclaimed these principals regardless of public senti-

ment or personal popularity. He saw that a crisis was

upon his people and in order to meet this crisis and

preserve the interests and the autonomy of the nation

for any length of time, it was necessary that sorqe

one should take the lead in a reform movement. His

followers, among the real Indians, were at first few



and at many times it Teared to be almost a useless

task to continue the work, but he persevered. 	 any

Indians rallied to the help of their brave leader and

in August, 1896, he was elected Principal-Chief of the

Choctaw nation by a handsome and almost unprecedented

majority. It is needless for us to inform our readers

that this great leader of his people was Gov. Green

McCurtain, because they already know this as well as

we do. Since his election to office he has faithfull7

and impartially guarded the interests and welfare of

his people, and like the immortal Grover Cleveland,

has dared to stamp his veto on acts of the general

council which were not in keeping with these interests

so faithfully guarded by their chief executive. In

all his acts he has proven himself eminently worthy

of their confidence and esteem and has fully demon-

strated his patriotic statesmanship, in vivid contrast

with that of some of his predecessors. Tot since the

incumbency of his illustrious brother Gov. Jackson

McCurtain has the nation had an executive that was

fearless enough to do the right at all times regard-

less of the condemnation of weak an vacillaung pol-

iticians and political deadbeats generally.

In the face of all these facts, in justice to



the people of this nation, the Tuskahoma party must

bring forth this aame patriot as their standard bearer,

and he must acceTt the task, although an arduous one.

Not all men are leaders of men, in time of great peril,

and when high heaven has endowed a man with such great

gifts he should not hesitate to use them at all times

for the good of his People.

In the four or five months intervening between

this time and the meeting of this convention, ti a above

statements should be well considered. No man who

aspires to be governor because of his own personal

vanity, should trust himself forward in these times

of peril, but should throttle his aspirations for the

good of his people. Men who seek high office for

personal reasons, are not the men who can successfully

lead their people in times of peril.



SOUTH L:CALLSTER CAPITAL

South Y,cAlester, Ind. Ter.
Thursday, 2ebruary 18, 1897
Vol. 4 	 No. 13
:kinds ;IZ lobe 	 roprietc)rs

17wkI, IETRJDERS UST GO

The following notice is being por;ted by the Sheriff of this
county:

Sans Bois, -ebruary 19, 1897

To the sheriff of Tobucksey county.

Dear Sir,

I hand you herewith notice transmitted to me by the -3ecre-

tary of the Interior, which you will copy and post up in different

places in your county. If any non-citizen included in said andate

is wilAng to comply with til the lav=s of the Choctaw nation in ref-

erence ,o non-citizenfs residing therein and will at once take out

a count,' permit under the e ,lo.ment of some citizen of this nation

he will be exempted from said )rder, and all those who fail to do

so you 111 report to me at once, that their na - r, may be sent to



the Intort..ir de",tartnent icintrriers.

Tery *rrial,y

RL =CURTAIN, "r- C • C



SOUTH MCALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, Ind. Ter.
Thursday, February 18, .1897
Vol. 4 	 No. 13
Binds & Jobe 	 .:-Toprietors

REAL INTRUDERS MUST GO

The following notice is being Posted by the Sheriff of this
county:

Sans Bois, February 19, 1897

To the sheriff of Totucksey county.

Dear Sir,

hand you herewith notice transmitted to me by the Secre-

tary of the interior, which you will copy and post up in different

places in your county. If any non-citizen included in said mandate

is willing to comply with all the laws of the Choctaw nation in ref-

erence to non-citizens residing therein and will at once take out

a count' permit under the employment of some citizen of this nation

he will be exempted from said order, and all those who fail tc

so you will report to Me at once, that their naines may be sent to



the Interior department as intruders.

Very Truly,

GI= MCCTJRTAIN, I. C. C. E.



THE INDIAr CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.
Thursday, Feb. 25, 1897
Vol. 11 	 No. 44
B. S. Smiser
Norma E. Smiser, Editors

EXECUTIVE ORDER OF GREEN 1 -cCURTL.IY

Whereas, there are now in the Choctaw nation

Persons who are practicing medicine who are not recog-

nized physicians and who have no certificate from any

Medical College, or Medical Board, and

7hereas, such persons are an injury to the

community, besides keeping good rhysicians from locat-

ing among our people, and

Whereas, the law of the Choctaw nation, regula-

ting the practice of medicine, requires all physicians

to obtain a certificate from the Medical Board of the

Choctaw nation, now,

Therefore, all non-citizens desiring to practice

medicine in the Choctaw Nation, are required to obtain

a certificate from the 17edical Board of the Choctaw

Nation, 	 nd the sheriffs of the several counties, are

required to furnish this office a list of the names of

all persons who fail to comply with this order.



Given under my hand and the great seal of the

Choctaw ration, this Feb. 20, 1697.

(MEET' rcCUriTTN

Principal Chief, C. N.



THE INDIAN CITI7EN

Atoka, I. T.
Thursday, :_Lrch 4, 1897
Vol. 11 	 No. 45
B. S. Smiser
Norma E. Smiser, Editors

LETTER OF GREEN McCUP.TLIN

TO C. S. 7TNSCY

Sans Bois I. T.

Feb77. 23, 1897

Hon. C. S. Vinson, rTaticnal Agent

Choctaw Nation,

Lear Sir:

In reply to your open letter cublished in the

Indian Citizen of Feby. 13, 1897, suggesting a plan

to __ .elieve the sufferings of our people, who are unuer-

going privations because of a failure of crops, I wish

to say that the suggestions you Take are very good if

they could be carried o t. But you know that there is

no law which confers the power on me to borrow the net

proceed money for this or any purpose and that the

treasurer would have no authority to ray out the money

on my order.

But I am anxious that something be done for the



relief of our people, and would suggest to you to notify

the county judge of each county throughout the nation

to call a convention in their respective counties, and

have the reople instruct their representatives in council

to vote for such a relief. :Jid upon satisfLctory nctice

from the different counties that such a measure could

be passed, I will call a special session of council for

the purpose of making an appropriation to buy food for

the people, and will have the appropriation made so

that the chief shall appoint (by and with the consent

Of the senate) some suitable 17ersons in each county to

pay out, or distribute provisions to the most needy.

While the money belongs to individuals, yet

attorneys have claims against it, and under the circum-

stances I do not think it can be better used than for

the purpose you suggested.

Very Truly,

OPEEY 7 - cCURTAIN,

P. C. 	 •



TEE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, March 18, 1897.
Vol. 11., No 4?
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors

LETT-ER OF GP:Ear McCURTAIN

TO C. S. VINSON

Sans Bois, T. T.,

Feb. 13, 1897.

Hon. C. S. Vinson,

Lehigh, I. T.,

Dear Sir:

T submit herewith for your official opinion

the following que tions touching the constitutionality

of the act of general council, approved Sept. E. 1896,

entitled An Act Concerning Mines and Mineral Claims.'t

1. Is not said act in direct conflict with

art 1st of the treaty of 1855, in which the United

States guarantees our lands to us to be held in com-

mon, so that each and every member of either tribe

shall have an equal and individual interest in the

whole?



2. Is not said act in conflict with art 1st,

sec. 1, of the constitution of the Choctaw nation,

which says "that all free men, where they form a. social

compact, are equal in rights and that no man or set

of men, are entitled to exclusive separate public emolu-

ments or priviliges from the community, but in consid-

eration of public service?

3. Art 7 sec 1E, of our constitution gives

our citizens the privilege and right to work a mine

which they discover. Can this privilege and right to

work a mine be so construed as to make these mines

property which, in an indirect way, may be practically

sold to non citizens?

4. Is the idea of royalty in art 7, sec. 18,

of the constitution? And can the royalty be taken

from the proprietors and owners of the land and be-

stowed on individuals?

The foregoing is submitted for your official

opinion.

I am respectfully,

GREEN reCUR7ITY

P.C.C.N



INDIAN C TI

Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 1, 1897.
Vol. 11., No. 49
B. S. Smiser, 	 )
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors

LETTER OF GREEN VtCUPTAIN

TO 7, E. EARRISall

Sans Bois, I. T.,

March 27, 1897.

Hon. 'J. H. Harrison,

National agent, C. N.,

Dear sir:

By mutual agreement between the governor of

the Chickasaw nation and myself, all contracts for

timber, ties, and lumber of all kinds, must be made

jointly to the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, the

Choctaws to receive 3-4 and the Chickasaws 1-4 of

the royalty.

That these contracts must specify that the

parties nameed in the contracts, must pay the roy-

alty direct to the proper bonded officers authorized



by the laws of the respective nations to collect

the same and not to any representative or agent

of said collector.

That the collectors of said nations will

hold the parties making the contracts responsible

for the royalty, and not collect from any sub-con-

tractor, or other person not mentioned in the con-

tract.

I believe it is to the best interest of

the nation that one person or firm shall have a

contract for not more than one railway line. I

think this is essential for the reason that when

one person, or firm have contracts for more than

one road, the business is apt to be neglected, and

the nation suffer by such negligence.

You will instruct the different collectors

and inspectors not to use an agent, or middle man

to collect royalties, but that they must collect

all royalties due the nation themselves.

Very truly,

GREEN YeGURTAIN,

P. C. C. N.



THE =IAN CITIZEN

I'toka, T. T.,
Thursday, April 1, 1897.
Vol. 11., No. 49
B. S. Smiser, 	 )
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors

ORDER OF GREEN YcCURTAIN

Sans Bois, I. T.,

rar. 27, 1897.

Whereas, complaint has been made that W. I.

Carter and family and relatives, some 20 in number,

who uere registered by the chief commissions as

Choctaw citizens residing in Jacks Fork county, are

not citizens and were never recognized as such.

Now therefore, notice is given to them, and

to all others who may be interested, that they must

appear at my office in Sans T T on Saturday,

"ray 1st, 1897, andbring satisfactory proof of their

citizenship; otherwise their names will be stricken

from the revised rolls of the Choctaw nation.

Given under my hand and the great seal of

the Choctaw nation, this 27th day of March, 1897.

GREEN },TeCURTAIN,

P. C. C. Y.



THE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 1, 1897.
Vol. 11., No. 49
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. 3miser,) Editors

ORDER OF GREEN McCURTAIN

Complaint having been made to me that the

treasurer has refused to accept warrants in payment

for royalties and revenues due the nation, I wish to

state to those who are inerested in this matter, that

while the treasurer is obliged to accept genuine nat-

ional warrants and school certificates for revenue due

the nation, yet parties buying warrants, will do so

at their own risk.

It has frecuently happened that our warrants

have been counterfeited and these spunious warrants

have fallen into the hands of innocent purchasers and

I suppose it was in order to prevent parties dealing

in our warrants from losing money by purchasing coun-

terfeit warrants, that the treasurer declined to re-

ceive warrants for royalty.

Therefore, notice is given that genuine war-



rants and school certificates are Food at their face

value for royalties due the nation and the treasurer

as well as the collectors are obliged to accept them

as such. But in cases where parties have bought spur-

ious warrants the nation will not be responsible for

their loss.

Very Truly,

GRP,Hit\T YcCURTAIY,

P. C. C. y.



ME INDIAN CITIZEN

ktoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 1, 1897.
Vol. 11., Yo. 49
B. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors

ORDER OF GREEN 1.ICURTAIN

Sans Bois, T. T.,

tar. 27, 1897.

Whereas, on account of the failure of crops,

there are many Choctaws who have not means of sus-

tenance and are suffering for the want of food, and,

Whereas, I have determined to appoint one

man in each county to take the names of the most

needy of the people in order to furnish them with

corn sufficient to maintain them until they can

make a crop.

Now therefore, T. (7q.een cCurtain, princi-

pal chief of the Choctaw nation, do hereby notify

all citizens of the nation who have not the means

of sustaining life, to register with the said com-

missioners, giving the names and number of the fam-

ilies so that corn may be issued to them, the value



of said corn to be deducted from any future per

capita payment that may be made to them.

That this list must be completed -by April

15th, 1897, when I Will essume the responsibility

of either calling a srecial session of council to

make an appropriation for this purpose, or enter

into contracts with responsible parties to furnish

the corn without convening council.

And that the commissioners appointed to

take the names of those to whom corn is to be is-

sued, must register only those whom they are satis-

fied must be assisted as the depleted condition of

our treasury will not justif7; our buying corn for

those who can make it through without help.

GREEN McCUR TAIN )

P. C. C. N.



TiE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 8, 1897.
Vol. 11., No. 50
B. S. Smiser, 	 )
Norma E. Smiser,) Editors

PETITION OF GRE7Iti MbOURTAIN ET AL

To the Choctaw Commission.

We the citizens of Gaines county, Choctaw Nation,

assembled at the county court house, Hartshorne, I. T.,

on this the 5th day of April, 1897, respectfully present

the following upon the question of the agreement about

to be concluded between your commission and the Dawes Com-

mission and ask that you insist upon the adoption of the

following points viz:

1st That whenever our land is divided, that each

citizen shall receive his or her proportional share of all

the land, and the absolute control over, and ownership of

everything below or above the surface, including all min-

erals that may be under his or her allotment.

2nd. That there Shall be settlement of all

claims now due from the United States to the Choctaw nat-

ion, before the ratification of any agreement, and that



the money be paid to the People within reasonable time after

the ratification of the agreement.

3rd. That all monies arising from royalties of

every kind, due the nation, shall, after the expiration of

the Choctaw government, be paid as an annuity direct to the

people.

4th. That our present government remain in full

force and effect for a period of time of not less than ten

years.

Respectfully Signed,

Abner Pusley, senator, Allen 7right, Willis W.

Cooper, S. W. Nelson, Moses -Tilliams, A. Frank Ross, Lerles

Tames, Silas Neal, Ned Frazier, Eastman Nelson, Alfred Ott,

Noli Anderson, John Grayson, Alex Tames, Loran Hancock,

Tames Taylor, John Ward, Charles Stewart, Dennis Carr, ran-

ger, T. Tames, C. T. Mite, 7illiam Tames, T. B. Pulcher,

E. P. Pusley, T. A. Lewis, H. F. Battles, S. Hampton, Huston

Nelson, sheriff Gains Co., Josiah Reid, clerk Gains Co.,

Silas Pusley, Toe Anderson, Geo. W. Riddle, Judge Gainesco,

Thos ::cGee, T. F. Freeney, Robert Farnne, Henry Pebworth,

Irvin, -:ilbur Adams, S. P. Nelson, John Perry, C. L.

7!..urply.

Anumpa paknaka takali ilapvt manna bo mia ka hash



takalichi talc o cho?

Yakni ilapat Chahta micha chikasha okla ha-

kosh aittibahalali cha nan bosh yakni ilapa aittimmi

hokano aittilawet ettebai isha, chi talc a katiohni

ho Tvli tokaksi ilapano hatak ilachafua kaniubmi ilia
0■••

hash nana ka isht ilaytkpet mehinti tok a afammi lay-_

awa kia himak a vakni ya ettakashkoa chi ma, osapa

ii talohmaya kut ilaeisha he ulhpiesa tuk a atampa

hokma ilit takashkoa chi kak Katiohmi ho Tuli

tobaksi i shi alheha atuk uto halali na afammd po-

koli ka ona chi ka hash asilhat hachihoh chito yatuk—

ma bosh atakalibichi talc o cho.

GREEN LeCTIRTi.T

P. C. C. N.



THE DAILY CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
Saturday Evening,
April 24, 1697
Vol. 1, No. 219
Hinds & Jobe Proprietors

AN AGREEMENT SIGUED BY GREEN TeCURTAIN

This Agreement, by and between the Government

of the United states of this first part, entered into

in its behalf by the Commission to the Five Civilized

Tribes: Henry L. Dawes, Frank C. Armstrong, Archibald

S. rcKennon, Thomas P. Cabaniss and Alexander P.

Montgomery, duly appointed and authorized thereunto,

and the governments of the Qhoctaw and Chickasaw tribes

or Nations of Indians in the Indian Territory, respect-

fully of the second part, entered into in behalf of

such Choctaw and Chickasaw governments. Duly appointed

and authorized thereunto, viz; Green cCurtain, J. S.

Standley, N. B. Ainsworth, Ben Hampton, Wesley Anderson,

Amos Henry, D. C. Garland, and A. S. Williams in behalf

of the Choctaw Tribe or Nation, and R. M. Harris, I. 0.

Lewis, Holmes Colbert, P. S. rbsely, N. V. Cheadle, R. L.

Murray, William Perry, A. H. Colbert, and R. L. Boyd,



in behalf of the Chickasaw Tribe or Nation.

Witnesseth, That in consideration of the

mutual undertakings herein contained it is agreed as

follows:

That all the lands in the Indian Territory

belonging to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians shall

be allotted to the members of said tribes so as to give

to each member of these tribes, (except the Choctaw

freedmen) so far as possible, a fair and equal share

thereof, considering the character and fertility of

the soil and the location and value of the lands.

That all the lands set apart for Townsites,

and the strip of land lying between the city of Fort

Smith, Arkansas, and the Arkansas and Foteau rivers,

extending up said river to the mouth of Yin Creek;

and six hundred and forty acres each to include that

building now occupied for the Jones Academy. Tushkahomma

Female Seminary, Wheelock Orphan Seminary, and Armstrong

Orphan Academy; and ten acres for the Capital building

in the Choctaw Nation; one hundred and sixty acres

each immediately contiguous to and including the

buildings known as Bloomfield Lcademy, Lebanon Orphan

Home, Harley Institute, Rocky Academy, and Collins



Institute; and five acres for the Capital building in

the Chickasaw Nation; and the use of one acre of

land for each church house now erected outside of

the towns; and eighty acres of land each for J. S.

Yurrow, H. R. Schermerhorn, and the widow of R. S.

who have been laboring as missionaries in the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations since the year 1866,

with the same conditions tnd the same limitations

as apply to lands allotted to the members of the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations and to be located on

land not occupied by a Choctaw or Chickasaw; and a

reasonable amount of land, to be determined by the

townsite Commission, to include all court houses

and jails, and other public buildings not herein

before provided for -- shall be exempted from division.

And all coal and asphalt in or under the land allotted

and reserved from allotment, shall be reserved for

the sole use of the members of the Choctaw and

Chickasaw tribes, exclusive of Freedmen: Provided,

that where any coal or asphalt is hereafter opened

on land allotted, sold or reserved, the value of

the use of the necessary surface for prospecting or

mining, and the damages done to the other land and



other improvement, shell be ascertained under the

direction of the Secretary of the Interior and pf;.d

to the allottee or owner of the lands, by the lessee

or party operating the same, before operatiohs begin.

That in order to such equal division, the lands

of the Choctaws, and Chickasaws shall be graded and

appraised so as to give to each member, so far as

possible, an equal value of the lands. Provided that

the lands allotted to the Choctaw Freedmen are to

be deducted from the portion to be allotted under

this agreement to the members of the Choctaw tribe,

so as to reduce the allotments to the Choctaws by

the value of the same and not affect the value of

the allotments to the Chickasaws.

That the said Choctaw Freedmen who may be

entitled to allotments of forty acres each, shall be

entitled each to land equal in value to forty acres

of the average lands of the two Nations.

That in the appraisement of the lands to be

allotted, the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes shall each

have a representative, to be appointed by their res-

pective executives, to co-operate with the Commission

to the Five Civilized Tribes, or any one making



appreisements under the direction of the Secretary

of the Interior, in grading and appraising the land

preparatory to allotment. Ahd the land shall be

valued in the appraisement as if in its original

condition, excluding the improvements thereon.

That the apnraisement and allotment shall be

made under the direction of the Secretary of the

Interior, and shall begin as soon as the progress

of the surveys now being made by the United States

government will admit.

That each member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw

Tribes including Choctaw Freedmen, shall, where it

is possible have the right to take his allotment on

land the improvements in which belong to him, and

such improvements shall not be estimated in the value

of his allotment. In the case of minor children,

allotments shall be selected for them by their father,

mother, guardian or the administrator having charge of

their estate, preference being given in the order

named, and shall not be sold during his minority.

Allotments shall be selected far prisoners, convicts,

and incompetents b - some suitable person akin to them,

and due care taken that all persons entitled thereto



shall receive allotments.

All the lands allotted shall be nmtaxable

while the title remains in the original allottee,

but not to exceed twenty one years from date of

patent; and each allottee shall select from is

allotment a hcmestead of one hundred and sixty acres,

for which he shall have a separate patent and shall

be inalienable for twenty one years from date of

patent. This provision shall also apply to the

Choctaw Freedmen to the extent of his allotment.

Selections for homesteads for minors to be :::ade as

provided herein in case of allotments, and the

remainder of the lands allotted to said members shall be

alienable for a price to be actually paid, and to

include no former indebtedness or obligation -- one-

fourth in three years, and the balance of said

alienable land in .L'ive years from the date of patent.

That all contracts looking to the sale or

incumbrance in any wa7 of the land of an allottee,

except the sale hereinbefore provided, shall be null

and void. No allottee shall lease his allotment, or

any portion thereof for a longer period than five years,

and then without the .rrivilep7e of renewal. Every lease



lease which is not evidenced by a writing, setting

out specifically the terms thereof, or which is not

recorded in the clerk's office of the United States

Court for the District in which the land s located,

within three months after its date of execution,

shall be void, and the purchaser or lessee shall

acquire no rights whatever by an entry or a holding

thereunder, and no such lease or any sale shall be

valid as against the allottee unless providing to him

a reasonable compensation for the lands sold or leased.

That all controversies arising between the

members of said trib s as to their rights to have

certain lands allot -Led to them shall be settled by the

Commission making the allotments.

That the United States shall survey and definitely

mark and locate the ninety-eighth (98) meridian of

west longitude betw:en Pled and Canadian river before

the allotment of the land herein provided for shall

begin.

That as soon as practicable after the completion

of said allotments, the principal chief of the Choctaw

Nation and the goverhor of the Chickasaw Nation shall

jointly execute, under their hands and the seals of



their respective Nations, and deliver to each of

said allottees, patents conveying to him all the

right, title and interest of the Choctaws aid

Chickasaws in and to the land which shall have

been allotted to him in conformity with the requirements

of this aFreement, excepting all coal and asphalt, in or

under said land. Said patents shall be framed in

accordance with the provisions of this agreement,

and shall embrace the land allotted to such patentee

and no other land. The :3ecretary of the Interior of

the United States shall annex to such patent his

official certificate that it is drawn in accordance

with the provisions of this agreement; that it embraces

the land allotted to such patentee, and no other land,

and that he approves said patent; and said certificate

shall be operative as a relinquishment of all right,

title and interest of the United States in and to the

land conveyed by said patent and as a guarantee of the

United States of title to and possession of the land

so conveyed, and the acceptance of his patent by such

allottee shall be operative as an assent on his part

to the allotment and conveyance of all the lands of the

Choctaws and Chickasaws in accordance with the pro-



-visions of this agreement, and as a relinquishment

of all his right, title, End interest in and to any

and all parts thereof, except the lands embraced in

said patents, except also his interest in the proceeds

of all lands, coal and asphalt herein excepted from

allotment.

That the United States shall provide by law

for 'croper records of land title in the territory

occupied by the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes.

The rights of way for railroads through the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations to be surveyed and set

apart and platted to conform to the respective acts

of Congress granting the same in cases where said

rights of way are defined by such acts of Congress,

but in cases where the acts of Congress do not define

the same, then Congress is memorialized to definitely

fix the width of said rights of way for station grounds

and between station, so that railroads now constructed

in said nations, shall have as near as possible, uniform

rights of way, and Congress is also requested to fix

uniform rates of fare and freight for all railroads

through the Choctaw and Chickasaw 'Tations, branch

railroads now constructed not built according to acts



of Congress to pay the same rates for rights of way

and station grounds, as main lines.

It is further agreed that there shall be appointed

a commission for each of the two Nations. Each

Commission shall consist of one member, to be

aprointed by the executive of the tribe for which

the Commission is to act, who shell not be interested

in town property other than his home, and one member

of the Commission to the five civilized tribes, to

be designated by the chairman thereof. Each of said

Commissions shall lay Townsites, to be restricted as

far as possible to their present limits where towns

are now located in the Nations for which said Com-

mission is appointed. Said Commission shell have

prepared correct and proper plats of each town, and

file one in the Clerk's office of the United States

District Court, for the district in which the town

is located, and one with the principal chief or

governor of the Nation in which the town is located,

and one with the Secretary of the Interior, to be

approved by him before the same shall take effect.

When said towns are so laid out each lot, on which

permanant, substantial and valuale improvements,



other than fences tillaFe and temporary houses, have

been made, shall be valued 1377 the Commission provided

for the Nation in which the towns are located at the

price a fee simple title to the same would bring in

the market at the same time the valuation is made,

but not to include in such value the improvements

thereon. The owner of the improvements on each lot

shall have the right to buy the same at sixty-two

and one half per cent of the said market value within

sixty days from date of notice served on him that such

lot is for sale, and if he purchases the same, he shall,

within ten days from his ,Durchase, pay into the treasury

of the United States one-fourth of the purchase price,

and the balance in three annual installments, and when

the entire sum is paid shall be entitled to a patent

for the same. In case the two members of the Commission

fail to agree as to the market value of any lot, they

shall select a third person, who is not interested in

town lots, who shall act with them to determine said

value.

If such owner of the improvements on any lot

fail within sixty days to purchase and make the first

payment on the same, such lot, with the improvements



thereon, shall be sold at public auction to the

highest bidder under the direction of the aforesaid

Commission, and the purchaser at such sale shall pay

to the owner of the improvements the price for which

said lot shall be sold, less sixty-two and one-half

per cent, of said aupraised value of the lot and

shall pay the sixty-two and one-half per cent of

appraised value into the United States treasury,

under regulations to be established by the secretary

of the Interior, in four installments as hereinbefore

provided. The Commission shall have the right to

reject any bid on such lot which they consider below

its value.

kll lots, not so appraised, shall be sold from

time to time at public auction, (after I-roper advertise-

ment) by the Commission for the Nation in which the

town is located, as may seem for the best interest of

the Nation and the development of each town, the purchase

Price to be raid in four installments as hereinbefore

provided for in improved lots. The Commission shall

have the right to reject any bid for such lots which

they consider below its value.

All the payments herein provided for shall be



made under the direction of the Secretary of the

Interior into the United States Treasury. A failure

of sixty days to make any one payment to be a forfeiture

of all payments made and all rights under the contract.

Provided that the purchaser of any lot shall have the

option of paying the entire price of the lot before

the sum is due.

No tax shall be assessed by any town government

against any town lot unsold by the commission, and no

tax levied against the lot sold as herein provided,

shall constitute a lien on same till the purchase price

thereof has neen fully raid to the Nation.

The money paid into the United States Treasury

for the sale of all town lots shall be for the benefit of

the members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes (freedmen

excepted) and at the end of one year from the ratification

of this agreement, and at the end of each year there-

after, the funds so accumulated shall be divided and

paid out to the Choctaws and Chickasaws (the freedmen

excepted) each member of the two tribes to receive an

equal portion thereof.

That no law or ordinance shell be passed by

any town which interferes with the enforcement of or



is in conflict with the Choctaw or Chickasaw

constitution or laws, or those of the United States,

and all persons in such towns shall be subject to

said laws; and the United States agrees to maintain

strict laws in the Territory of the Choctaw and

Chickasaw Tribes against the introduction, sale, barter,

or giving away of liouors and intoxicants of any

kind or quality.

That said commission shall be authorized to

locate, within a suitable distance from each townsite,

not to exceed five acres to be used as a cemetery; and

when any town has Paid into the United States treasury,

to be part of the funds arising from the sale of town

lots, ten dollars per acre therefor, such town shall

be entitled to a patent for the same as herein pro-

vided for titles to allottees, and shall dispose of

same at reasonable prices in suitable lots for burial

purposes; the proceeds derived from such sales to be

applied by the town government to the proper improvement

and care of such cemetery.

That no charge or claim shall be made against

the Choctaw or Chickasaw Tribes by the United States

for the expenses of surveying and plotting the lands and



Townsites, or for grading, appraising and allotting the

lands, or for appraising and disposing of the town lots

as herein provided.

That the land adjacent to Ft. Smith, and lands

for court houses, jails, and other public purposes,

excepted from allotment, shall be disosed of in the

same manner and for the same rmurposes as provided for

town lots herein, but not till the Choctaw and Chickasaw

Councils shall direct such disposition to be made thereof,

and said land adjacent thereto shall be plowed under the

jurisdiction of the city of Ft. Smith, .Arkansas for

police purposes.

There shall be set apart and exempted from anpraise-

ment and sale, in the towns, lots upon which churches

and parsonages are now built and occupied, not to exceed

fifty feet front and one hundred feet deep for each

church or parsonage; Provided, That such lot shall only

be used for churches and parsonages, and when they cease

to be so used shall revert to the members of the tribes

to be disposed of as other town lots: Provided. That

these lots may be sold by the churches for which they

are set apart if the purchase money therefor is invested

in other lot or lots in the same town, to be used for



the same purpose and with the same conditions and

limitations.

It is agreed that all the coal and asphalt

within the limits of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation,

shall remain and be the common property of the members

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes, (freedmen excepted,)

so that each and every member shall have an equal and

undivided interest in the whole; and no patent provided

for in this agreement shall convey any title thereto.

The revenues from coal and asphalt, or so much as shall

be necessary, shall be used for the education of the

children of Indian blood of the members of the said

Tribes. Such coal and asphalt mines as are now in

operation, and all other which may hereafter be leased

and operated, shall be under the supervision and control

of two trustees, who shall be appointed by the President

of the United States, one on the recommendation of the

Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation, who shall be a

Choctaw by blood, whose term shall be for four years,

afld one on the recommendation of the Governor of the

G-hickasaw Nation, who shall be a Chickasaw, by blood,

whose term shall be two years; after which the term of

appointees shell be for four years. They shall each



give bond for the faithful performance of their

duties under such rules as may be prescribed by the

Secretary of the Interior their salaries shall be

fixed and paid by their respective nations.

kll coal and asphalt mines in the two nations

whether now developed or to be hereafter developed shall

be operated, and the royalties therefrom paid into

the treasury of the United States, and shall be drawn

there-from under such rules and regulations as shall

be prescribed by the secretary of the interior.

All contracts made by the National agents of

the Choctaw and Chickasaw rations for operating coal

and asphalt, with any persons or corporation, are

hereby ratified and confirmed, and the lessee shall

have the right to renew the sere when they elpire.

All agreements heretofore made by any person

or corporation with any member or members of the

Choctaw or ChickasEw Fations, the object of which was

to obtain such member or members, permission to operate

coal or asphalt are hereby declared void, but such

persons or corporations shall have prior right to lease

the coal or asphalt claims described therein, by

application to the trustees within six zonths after the

retificatior of this agreement.



All leases under this agreement shall include

nine hundred and sixty acres, which shall be in a

square as near as possible End shell be for thirty years.

The royalty on coal shell be fifteen cents per ton

of two thousand pounds of all coal mines, payable on

the twenty fifth day of the month next succeeding that in

which it is mines. Royalty on asphalt shall be sixty

cents per ton on -- asphalt, payable same as coal.

Provided, that the legislatures of the Choctaw and

Chickasaw rations may reduce such royalties when they

deem it to their best interests to do so. No royalties

shell be paid except into the United States Treasury

as here in yrovided.

Lessee shall pay on each coal or asphalt claim

at the rate of one hundred dollars per annum, in

advance, for the first and second year; two hundred

dollars Per annum, in advance for the third and fourth

years; and five hundred dollars for each succeeding

year thereafter. All such payments shall be treated as

advance royalty on the mine or claim on which they are

made and shall be a credit as royalty when each mine is

developed or operated, and its production is in excess

of such guaranteed annual advanced payments end all



persons having coal leases must pay said annual

advance payments on each claim whether developed or

undeveloped; provided, however, that should any

lessee neglect or refuse to pay such advance annual

royalty for the period of sixty days after the same

becomes cite and payable on any lease the lease on

which default is made shall become null and void,

and the royalties paid in advance thereon shall then

become and be the money and property of the Choctaw

and Chickasaw Nations.

In service, the use of which is reserved to

present coal oiDeratiors, shall be included such lots

in towns as are occupied by lessees houses, either

occupied by said lessees , employees, or as offices

or were houses, rrovided however, that in those

Townsites designated and laid out under this agreement,

where coal leases are now being operated and coal is

being mined, there shall be reserved from appraisement

and sale, all lots occupied by houses of miners actually

engaged in mining, and only while they are so engaged,

and in addition thereto a sufficient amount of land

to be determined by the townsite board of appraisers

to furnish homes for the men actually engaged in



working for the lessees operating said mines, and a

sufficient amount for all buildings and machinery

for mining rurposes. knd provided further, that when

the lessees shall cease to operate said mines, then

and in that event the lots of land so reserved shall

be dispost,d of by the Coal Trustees for the benefit

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes.

That whenever the members of the Choctaw and

Chickasaw tribes shall be required to pay taxes for

the support of schools, then the: funds arising from

such royalties shall be disposed of for the equal

benefit of their members (Freedmen excerted,) in such

manner as the Tribes may direct.

It is further agreed that the United States

court now existing or that may hereafter be organized

in the Indian Territory shall have full jurisdiction

of all controversies growing out of the title, ownership,

occupation, possession, or use of real estate, coal and

asphalt in the territory occupied by the Choctaw and

Chickasaw tribes; and all of persons charged with

homicide, embezzlement, bribery, and embracery, hereafter

committed in the territory of said tribes, without re-

ference to race or citizenship of the person or persons



charged with such crime; and any citizen or officer

of the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nations charged with such

crime shall be tried, and if convicted, punished as

if he were a citizen or officer of the United States.

And said sections sixteen hundred thrity-six

to sixteen hundred and forty-four inclusive, entitled

"Embezzlement," and section seventeen hundred and eleven

to seventeen hundred and eighteen, inclusive entitled

"bribery and embracery," of Mansfield Digest of the

laws of Arkansas are hereby extended over and put in

force in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations; and the

word "officer" where the same appears in said laws,

shall include all officers of the Choctaw and Chickasaw

governments; and the fifteenth section of the Act of

Congress "an act to establish Unit 3d States courts in

the Indian Territory, and for othur purposes" approved

March 1st 1889 limiting jurors to citizens of the

United States, shall be held not to apply to United

States Courts in the Indian Territory held within the

limits of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations; and all

members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes, otherwise

qualified, shall be competent jurors in said courts:

Provided, That whenever a member of the Choctaw or the



Chickasaw Nations is indicted for homicide, he may,

within thirty days after such indictment and his

arrest thereon, and before the same is reached for

trial, file with the clerk of the court in which he

is indicted his affidavit that he cannot get a fair

trial in said court, and it thereupon shall be the

duty of the judge of said court to order a change

of venue in such case to the United States District

court for the Western District of Arkansas, at Fort

Smith, ,:aikansas or to the United States District

court for the Eastern District of Texas at Paris,

Texas, always selecting the court that, in his

judgment, is nearest or most convenient to the place

where the crime charged in the indictment is supposed

to have been committed, which court shall have juris-

diction to try the case; and in all said civil suits

said courts shall have full equity powers; and when-

ever it shall appear to said courts, at any stage in the

hearing of any case, that the tribe is in any way

interested in the subject matter in controversy, it

shall have power to summon in said tribe and make

the same a party to the suit, and proceed therein in

all respects as if such tribes were an original party



thereto, but in no case shall suit be instituted

against the tribal government without its consent.

It is further agreed that no act, ordinance

or resolution of the Council of either the Choctaw or

Chickasaw Tribes in any manner affecting the land of

the tribe or of' the individual after allotment of the

monies or other property of the tribes or the citizens

thereof (except appropriation for the regular and the

necessary expenses of the government of the respective

tribes (or the rights of uly person to employ any

kind of labor, or the rights of any persons who have

taken or may take the oath of allegiance to the

United States, shall be of any validity until approved

by the President ar the United States, when such acts,

ordinances, or resolutions passed by the Council of

either of said tribes shall be approved by the Governor

thereof, then it shall be the duty of the National

Secretary of said tribe to forward them to the President

of the United States, duly certified and sealed, who

shall, within thirty days after their reception a-prove

or disapprove the same. Said acts, ordinances or

resolutions when so approved, shall be published in at

least two newspapers having a bonafide circulation



in the tribe to be affected thereby, and when disapproved

shall be returned to the tribe enacting the same.

It is further agreed, in view of the modifi-

cations of legislative authority and judicial

jurisdiction herein provided, and the necessity of

the continuance of the tribal governments so modified,

in order to carry out the requirements for this agree-

ment, that the same shall continue for the period of

eight years from the fourth day of March, 1898.

This stipulation is made in the belief that the tribal

governments, so modified, will prove so satisfactory

that there will be no need or desire for further

change till the lands now occupied by the five civi-

lized tribes shall, in the opinion of Congress be

Prepared for admission as a state to the Union. But

this provision shall not be construed to be in any

respect an abdication by Congress of power at any

time to made needful rules and regulations respecting

said Tribes.

That all per capita payments hereafter made to

the members of the Choctaw or Chickasaw rations shall

be paid directly to each individual member by a

bonded officer of the United States, under the direction



of the Secretary of the Interior, which officer shall be

required to give strict account of such disbursements

to said Secretary.

It is further agreed, that all claims of any

kind which either the United States may have upon

the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nations or the Choctaw or

Chickasaw Nations may have upon the United States,

shall be submitted to the Senate of the United States

as a board of arbitrators for final determination,

and without any unnecessary delays to make the award

and provision for the settlement of whatever sum

shall be by them awarded, and the other provisions of

this agreement shall not be operative or effective,

but shall remain in abeyance until said claims have

been finally determined and settled.

It is further agreed, that all the funds invested,

in lieu of investment, treaty fund or otherwise, now

held by the United States in trust for the Choctaw and

Chickasaw Tribes, shall be capitalized within one year

after the Tribal governments shall cease, so far as

the same may be done le gally and be appropriated and

paid by some officer of the United States appointed

for the rurpose, to the Choctaws and Chickasaws,



(Freedmen excepted,) per capita, to aid and assist

them in improving their lands end homes.

It is further agreed that the Choctaws and

Chickasaws when their Tribal governments cease, shall

become possessed of all the rights and privileges of

citizens of the United States.

It is further agreed that the Choctaw Orphan

lands, in the state of Mississippi, yet unsold, shall

be taken by the United States at one dollar and twenty-

five cents, (1.25) per acre, and the proceeds placed

to the credit of the Choctaw Orphan's fund in the

treasury of the United States; the number of acres to

be determined by the general land office.

This areement shall be binding on the United

States when ratified by Congress, and on each tribe or

nation, party hereto, when ratified by the constituted

authorities of that tribe or nation according to their

respective laws on the subject.

In witness whereof, the said Commissioners do

hereunto affix their names at Atoka, Indian Territory,

this the 23rd day of April, 1897.

GREEN FcCURTAIN

Principal Chief



J. S. Standley 	 R. M. Harris

Y. B. Ainsworth 	 Governor

Pen Hampton 	 Isaac 0. Lewis

Wesley Anderson 	 Holmes Colbert

Amos Henry 	 Robert L. rurray

D. C. Garland 	 7illiam . Perry

Choctaw Commission 	 B. L. Boys

Chickasaw Commissioners,

Frank C. Armstrong

Acting Chairman

Archibald S. l_cKennon

Thomas B. Cabaniss

Alexander B. Yontgomery

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes

H. M. Jackoway, Jr.

Secretary five tribes Commission.



THE INDIAN CITI7.171Z

iLtoka, I. T.,
Thursday, May 6, 1397.
Vol. XII. No. 2
E. — Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser Editors

NOTICE OF GREEN LicCURTLII,T

There is a quarter Master appointed for

each county to distribute the corn.

The Enumerator for each county will give

orders for corn, to those Who registered to draw

corn on the distributing quarter Master for their

county.

The Illarter Masters to distribute the corn

will file these orders with D. N. Robb, of .itoka, -

who is General quarter Laster for the nation, and

who will make his report to the General Council of

all corn distributed.

GREEN LicCIYRTAIN,

F. C. C. N.



TEE INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.
Thursday, L -ay 20, 189?
Vol. 12 	 7o. 4
P. S. Smiser,
Norma E. Smiser, Edito2s

EDITORIAL ON GREE7 reCTTPTAIN

We think it 7ould be a wise move fbr Gov. Ye-

Curtain to have the late agreement translated into

Choctaw and circulated among the full-blood Indians.

his is the only way to rea h those who do not read

English, excert a fey who may be fortunate enough to

have some friend near who can translate it for them,

or explain its main features.:hen the reople become

familiar with its provisions, there will be little or

no opposition excent from selfish motives.



THE INDIAN CITI7EN

Atoka, I. T.
Thursday, June 10, 1897
Vol. 12, 	 No.7
B. S. Smiser
Norma E. Smiser, Editors

NOTICE CF GREEN 1 - cCURTAIN

Notice to the Carter family and the Edwards

family:

Thereas, the 	 authorizing and requiring the

the last census of the Choctaw nation specified, that

the revised rolls are to be a7proved by the Principal

Chief and, 'hereas by misrepresentEtion, several per-

sons have been enrolled who are not citizens of the

Choctaw nation. Therefore I shall not approve of the

said rolls, but shall keep them open until the next

regular session of the General Council (October, 1897.)

And the following named persons are hereby notified to

appear before council at the said Oct. session 1897, and

establish their rights as citizens of the Choctaw nation,

or otherwise their names will be stricken from the rolls:

W. J. Carter, (leorgia Carter, J. A. Carter, B. A. arter,

J. I. Carter, Dudley Carter, Daniel Carter. Henry

Edwards, Rufus Edwards, Ben Edwards, Ida Edwards, Kate



Edwards, and Nannie Swink.

Given under my hand, June 1st. 1897

GREEY 7. -cCURTAIN

P. C. C. N.



TIa 	 CITIZEIT

Atoka Indian Territory
July 8, 1897
Volume 12, :cp. 11
B. S. '-'miser, 	 .ditorsLOrma E. Smiser,)

LETTER OF GREEN 1cCURTAIN

Dr. E. N. ,,right, in his letter published

in 	 e Elevator, makes certain charges against me

which I thought were useless to answer, thinking

that stateints eLanating from such a source could

injure no one; but fearing there may be some people

who do not know the -octor as well as the people in

the hation, I answer his letter for their benefit.

I have aelayed doing so only for the purpose of

getting. statements from hesley Anderson alld

Ainsworth, two gentlemen whom Dr. ..2ight refers to

in his letter to substantiate his charges.

Although :„right wishes people to believe he

refused a large sum of money from patriotic motives,

yet he is _ot very consistent in his statements as

to how much was offered him. 	 heri he first made

public his honesty, in refusing this loney, he stated

that I had offered him ;43,500, but in his last two



-statements he charges me vLth offering him a bribe

of ,10,000. Now which one of these statements he

wishes us to believe is immaterial to me, for both

amounts are so much above his price that i cannot

conceive how he exects his friends to believe them,

much less the ublic at large.

I do not wish the little Doctor to excuse

himself or be uneasy in crly way, or place himself

in the role of a blackmailer, he should not place

himself on the market at such fi gures for his market

value has long since been established, and the value

of his stock is on the ecrease. The Doctor knows

too well that i am ... his price is 400, and if i

wished - to buy him I would not offer him more than

that amount, for it was one of Ed Chaddick's sight

draft for .100 that he took to help the %;,ineral

Bill" at the last special session of council, in

September, 1696. And the little Doctor was too

shrewd to get his draft cashed in Fort Smith, as

some others did who received sihlar drafts. The

Doctor went to Krebs and got D. M. Htiley to cash

it for him. And wile we were in Fort Sl_ith tracing

up this bribery business that resulted in the passage

of the "I:ineral Law" the Doctor looked very innocent

while he was assisting me to trace up these little



sight drafts, not thinking his -part in the transaction

;:ould show up. And knowin: what I did about him it

would look very foolish in me to offer him anything.

In my estiation he is not worth buying.

Doctor .right's repeated statenents in regard

to this matter reminds me of what the Irishman said

about his man. He said "the fellow would have to eat

wool in order to make his sttements hang together."

So I would advise the Doctor to eat wool before he

makes any more statements, for it has been so long

since he has spoken the truth that true words would

sound like a foreign language to him.

As the Doctor has undertaken to eat me 7zith-

out salt I will have to subl .iit, as I had rather be

"chawed up" by a thing _Ake him than to undertake

to "chaw" him.

GREEN McCURTAIN,

,3ans ois, I. T,

June 22, 1897
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LETTER OF GREE:; LcCURTAIN

Sans Bois, I. T.,

July 1, 1897.

The ridiculous charges that fir. -right has

fabricated and published so often, I have, until

recently, ignored, knowing that they were false,

and being satisfiea that no one would believe such

state:Lents from such a source. But as he has been

so persistent in posing before the public as an

honest man he might possibly succeed in making some

credulous L:eople believe he has reformed, so I

published a letter 1:1 the fort Smith Elevator,

proving by letters from h. B. Ainsworth and 	 sley

Anderson that Dr. .right's statements were malicious

falsehoods.

when right first published his false carges,



I was at a loss to understand his motives, whether

he wishes to establish a refAltation for i.oli - ty, or

whether he merely wished to injure me. J•c) prove that

he is honest frould be a hopeless task even for such

a rustler as the Little Doc is known to be. It would

seem to the average reader that if 'right was honest,

he should have published this matter as soon as this

offer was male, and not have waited till the agreement

was signed up and sent to Jashington and his ttempt

to defraud the _:.eople was 2rustrated.

His pretentions to honesty are too flimsy.

His true motive for concocting this ridiculous false-

hood (which never entered his mind until after the

agreement was signed) was to vent his wrath on me

because he had been unsuccessful in getting his

fellow coiLilissioners to assist him in robbing the

people.

I can better illustrate r. right's honesty

by stating a circumstance that occurred in July 1896.

Without asking my permission and without my knowledge

E. N. '.:right made out a check on my account and drew

on the 1..._erican -ational Bank, :Fort Smith for

The bank thinking that E. 	 right was ot doing

this by iy permission, notified me of it. When

went on to ',fright about it he pretended to me that

‘e,



he had intended to tell me but had forgotten about

rmd begged so pitifully that, out of resi.ect or

family, I agreed to settle with the bank and did

so. That's the kind of support I got from him. That

WES a penalty for me to tie to such a man. And yet

this man, who would stoop so low as to take 5u wishes

to make eople believe ti - st he refused :10,000, which

was offered to him. That is a big amount for a man

to refuse who had only a few onths before took ,50

in such a questionable way. I would not do such a

trick to my best friend or my own brother, unless I

had written authority and no other honest man uould

do as -Jright did.

If 'right thinks he can gain some political

end by repeating his false charges, he is in error,

for I am sat sfied my worst enemies will not believe

him. While they would be glad if this was so, and

would like to have such charges against rue, :et

they would rather have better authority than Dr.

Wright.

GREEN McCURT;_IY.
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN TO CA:TADY LAWRENCE

Gov. Green icCurtain has written Canady Lawrence,

sheriff of Jackson county, the following letter:

Sans Bois, I. T.,

July 25, 187

Canady Lawrence

Wayhew, I. T.

Dear Jir:

I notified you some days ago that charges were

filed in my office against you, complaining'.

1st. That you made no report to the county

treasurer of your county of the moneys collected

by you on permits, etc., notwithstanding the law

requires you to report quarterly.

2nd. That you use your office for the purpose

of intimidation and abusing persons whose politics are

different from yours.



The answer you filed to these complaints

is very unsatisactory and does not disrove the

charges preferred against you.

If you have made a report of moneys you have

collected it was your duty to get a copy of these reports

certified to by the county judge and county treasurer.

The papers that you have submitted do not prove that you

have made your reports as required 	 law, and I am still

in receipt of complaints, in which you are charged with

imEosing upon the people, and instead of using your ofice

to prevent disturbances of all kinds, you are charged

with trying to create trouble.

I would also call your attention to the fact

that the general council in Oct., 1896, passed an Act

requiring the sheriff of Jackson county to fill a bond

of1500. As soon as this law as passed it was your

duty to fill the reouired bond and have the county

judge to approve it and file the bond at once in the

office of the Secretary.

You were not the legal sheriff of Jackson

county, ehd all your acts were without validity and

illegal.

Upon investigation I find your bond is not

on file in the Secretary's office.

Now, in view of the fact that you have failed



to properly answer the charges filed against you

although given legal notice to do so, and as you

failed to file your bond as sheriff in the National

Secretary's office although you had from last October

until now to do so, I have declared your office

vacated, and have appointed Jacob Jones, sheriff of

Jackson county in your place.

You are therefore commanded to turn over to

Jacob Jones all the papers, books and everything in

your possession pertaining to the office of sheriff.

Very truly,

GREEN Mc CURTAIN

Principal Chief

Choctaw Nation
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LETTER TO PRESS BY GREEN McCURTAIN

Governor Green McCurtain has sent the following
letter to the press, in which he speaks very plainly
of Judge Clayton's ruling. The letter is in very
vigorous language and is as follows:

Sans Bois, I. T.,

21.ugust 16, 1897

All those claimants for enrollment es citizens,

who are not recognized by the Choctaw nation, but who

were admitted by the Dawes Commission, or who claim

their citizenship by reason of Judge Clayton's ruling,

are hereby notified that I will not acknowledge the

receipt of their applications for enrollment. The

people who claim citizenship as above shown will

number more than five thousand, and my time is too

precious to devote to answerinp . these applications.

The Choctaw nation denies their right to



to citizenship and will appeal all these cases.

Some who ask to be enrolled base their right

on the ground that the grand-father or grand-mother

had married a Choctaw, and while they do not claim to

be Choctaws, yet they claim the right to citizenship

because of Judge Clayton's decision. The Lord

Almighty and an Indian only can make an Indian. The

white man is very shrewd and energetic, and succeeds

in manufacturing most any thing he undertakes, but

when it comes to manufacturing, on raper, full fledged

Indians, and giving them rights in land and money with-

out compensating the Indians for the sane, even a

white man will find it impossible to do.

The Choctaw nation will not quietly submit to

being robbed of their property in this outragious

manner. No civil government should feel herself

justifiable in doing a helpless pople such a wrong.

This notice does not apply to bona fide citizens

who were overlooked by the census commission or to

children born to persons already enrolled.

GREEN McCURTAIN

Principal Chief,

Choctaw Nation.
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN

TO J. P. THCYPSON, AND NOTICE

Hon. J. P. Thompson,

District Trustee,

First District Choc. Nation

McAlester, I. T.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your communication referring

to the demands that are being made on you by those

persons admitted to citizenship by the U. S. court

that their children shall participate in our school

funds.

The money appropriated for the benefit of our

neighbcrhDod schools was sufficient to run the schools

a full session; but if the children of these new

citizens are permitted to participate in this fund our



schools will not run 60 days.

No matter how der,ressed our finances have

been, we have always managed to give our children

school privileges; but under present conditions we are

unable to provide for all the children that are

demanding school privileges because they were

recognized as citizens by the U. S. court.

There is, therefore, no other alternative

than to close the schools until Council can take

some action in this matter.

It is a serous blow to the Nation to have

to deprive its children of school privileges, but

it is better to do this than to endeavor to continue

under present conditions.

You will therefore notify all teachers in

your District to close their schools on Friday, Sept.

24, 1897.

Very Truly,

Green YcCurtain,

Principal Chief. C. N.

San Bois, I. T.,

Sept. 11, 189?
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN McOURTAIN

Hon. Green I:_cCurtEin, governor of the Choctaw

nation, spent several hours in the city lst week.

He was here on business and did not have much time

to talk about politics.

owever, the governor is Heeping a keen eye

on the situation. He says the impression which pre-

vails to some extent, in certain quarters, that the

Union party will have a La ority in the next council

is a mistaken °Le. ide Tuskahoma party has a decided

majority, a fact which will be snown when the council

meets next October.

Governor - IcCurtain is satisfied that the

council 	 hold 	 vies decidedly in opposition to

Judge Clayton's rulingin the citizenship cases. this

will be one of the first matters consiaered by the

council and, in the very nature of things, an appeal

will be taken to te supreme court of the United

1tates.



ie there are L]any in the Choctaw nation

who disagree v:ith Governor cCurtain as the pro,.aer

way to co bat u o evils v:hich now threaten the

_eople of his country, there are none who

Question his integrity and honesty of purpose.
Elevator.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Council adjourned at 10 o'clock Saturday

morning to give the legislators an opportunity to

see the Sells Bros Circus. They went to Fort Smith,

almost to a man, and attended the big show in a body.

Apparently the peanuts and red lemonade did not set

well and in consequence little else than meeting and

adjourning was done today.

In the house a committee of three was appointed

to investigate and report on the contests that have

been filed with the speaker. The members of the

cormittee are Willie Ward, H. C. Wilson and J. P.

Thompson -- two Tuskahomma and one 'Union man. The

wiseacres say that it is a very warm indication of

disaster and that ye wily contestant will do well to

silently slope away.

Gov. McCurtain went home Saturday and is exrected



back tomorrow. Indian agent Visdcm wisely concluded

that all possibility of an outbreak was over and has

departed for his home in VUskogee, Capt. LaForce, with

his troop of cavalry, took up their homeward march

today. The boys in blue had a very quieting and

pleasing effect on the would be warriors bold.

A very large and enthusiastic meeting was

held in representative hall last night for the purpose

of discussing the citizenship question. Red hot

speeches were made by members of both houses.

Among the speakers were J. J. Watkins, G. W. Thompson,

JRmes Dyer, N. B. Ainsworth, Judge Durant, and W. E.

Halley. It was the unanimous opinion that the citizen-

ship committee be abolished as one of the regular

committees of council and that no other tribunal of

a like character be created. A bill tc that effect

is being prepared and will be passed within the next

two or three days. This will be very disarpointing

to some of the legal fraternity who have been regarding

this council as a Panacea for all citizenship ills.

One attorney of considerable notoriety was figuring

on applications for about 500 of the lost, strayed

and stolen from the tribe -- so says Dane Rumor,



This is considered by the wise men of the tribe the

best piece of legislation that has been enacted for

many years.



11-IL SOUTH WALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.,
Thursday, October 14, 1897
Vol. 4	 No. 47
W. G. 3. Hinds) 	 .
B. F. Jobe 	 Proprietors

MESSAGE OF 'GOV. M'CURTAIN

To the General Council:

In compliance with the constitution requirements, I as your

Chief Executive, herewith submit my annual message, setting forth the

conditions of our government and recommending for your consideration,

as I deem expedient for the public welfare.

You as the legislative department of our government should

realize fully the magnitude of the responsibility which rests upon

you. hever before in our history as a self governing people, have

we been confronted viith public questions of such vital importance,

and never before have we been in such need of ,;dise and patriotic

legislation.

Each and every member should bear in mind that he was not

called to the high position, for the purpose of bringing our people

to destruction or grief. But on the contrary, that he was chosen to

lead them out of danger now about to engulf them, by a permanent



settlement of the difficulties that now confront us.

In your legislation be actuated by pure and patriotic

motives. Endeavor to do that which will you know bring peace and

comfort to all homes alike. Bear in mind, that if there are any

people in this world that need protection, it is the Choctaw people.

As legislators, you hold the life of your government today

in your hands and whether you will wreck or preserve it depends

upon how you legislate.

You should be deeply sensible of the demands made upon us

by the government of the United States, and of their evident and

earnest desire that our people should consent to a change of some

kind, and although the changes asked of us are repugnant to our feel-

ings and against our wishes yet we should be sensible of the fact,

that the government making these demands on us is much more powerful

than we are, and is able to enforce these demands should we refuse

to accede to them.

.e should be sensible of our weakness and while we should

legislate wisely, we should legislate according to our strength.

It should be taken into consideration, how little could be

accomplished by our opposition to the changes asked of us.

Despite the appeals we made, that our treaty rights be

respected, and in the face of all our protests, all the legislation

enacted by Congress affecting this Country, has been aggressive and

inimical to our rights, and tend to the destruction of our cherished



institutions. The time is at hand that we cannot depend upon our

treaty for protection. Some other . plan must be resorted to that

our safety may be assured.

The unrestricted right of self government has been the life

and main substance of our material existence, and when this vital

function was ignored by Congress every man must perceive that our

treaty was a failure and does not afford us the protection it was

intended to.

With all these difficulties before us I appeal to you to

use good sense and judgment in all of your deliberations.

Before you decide upon any measure, mark out intelliently,

what effect it will have upon our common interest. Contend for

everything that is justly due your people, but be contentious that

these contentions are not made recklessly, but intelligently and

upon sensible grounds.

.11nd that which you decide upon as the best policy of our

government, carry it out at once, as delay will only complicate

matters. What it is necessary to do, should be done at once, if

you would preserve your prosperity, and avoid losing everything in

litigation. It is self evident that in all governments the majority

rules and that it takes a majority to maintain a government. And

it is essential that this ruling power be under one head. It is

as impossible for two governments to exist in one country as it is

for two families to live under the same roof without friction. One



or the other must prevail, and it is human experience that the weaker

must give way to the stronger. That is the condition that confronts

us now. The ::ajority of people living, among us, are not subject

to our laws in other words the law makinF, power of this government,

is in the minority, and therefore cannot exist much longer. It is

sad to say so yet it must be admitted that our government has out-

lived its time. 	 e ask in our agreement with the Dawes ComEission

that our Government may continue 8 years longer. While this seems

but a short time for us to wind up our affairs it is extremely doubt-

ful if we can secure even this short extension of our National

existence.

In demanding these changes of us, the Government of the

United States really believes it will be beneficial to us by pro-

moting us to a higher plane of civilization. But as Indians we

look at it from a different standpoint and we can conceive of no

greater hardship or sacrifice than to give up our government, which

is perfectly satisfactory to us, and to which we have become attached

from long and fond associations. To give up all our cherished customs

and privileges seams fatal to us. :e can imagine no worse hardship,

but it is inevitable. 	 e cannot check the change, let us therefore

brace up and accept the conditions imposed upon us, like men. Be

men in the struggle. Contend for your property and divide it among

yourselves while you have the opportunity. If you wait there will

be nothing to divide.



SCHOOLS

The usefulness of our schools during the past 8 years,

have been restricted, because the lack of sufficient funds to meet

school appropriations. Added to this we have been so unfortunate

as to lose two of our Academies during the past twelve months. The

pecuniary loss to the Nation has been very great, coming as it did

when our finances were at a low ebb. It has also deprived 200 of

our boys and girls of school privileges. Our finances will not admit

of our rebuilding these schools, as scarcely enough money is available

to run what schools are already in operation. But I do not think

we would be justifiable in deriving these 200 students of school

privileges. So I would recommend that additional buildings be added

to the TUskahomma :Female Institute and Jones Academy, to double

their capacity, so that each of these schools will have one hundred

aditional scholars.

Our neighborhood schools are in as good a condition as could

be expected. I can recommend no change in the law regulating neighbor-

hood schools, as the present law has not been sufficiently tested

to prove its efficiency. Some dissatisfaction may exist among the

people, in regard to the neighborhood schools but this is owing chi e fly

to the officials, rather than to any defect in the law. The present

school board has not the opportunity to develop our schools as they

would like. 	 Their labors have been greatly retarded because of a

large amount of unpaid schools accounts, left by the old board. These



unpaid accounts have hampered the usefulness of the Board, and they

have been unable to get these accounts off their hands, owing to our

depressed finances, I have every confidence in the Board, every

member of it is anxious to improve our schools and is striving to

do so but can accomplish but little under present conditions. A

time is at hand when every individual Choctaw will have to manage

and take care of his property without the assistance of his govern-

ment. And in order that he my be successful in his affairs, he

should be liberally educated. If we succeed in retaining our gover-

ment 8 years longer, we should during that time give every child the

means of securing an education, thus enabling them to successfully

manage their affairs. There has been a great number of persons

admitted to citizenship by the Dawes commission and the United States

courts who are not recognized as citizens by the Choctaw nation. As

soon as these persons were admitted to citizenship they at once demanded

the school privileges for their children, claiming a right to partici-

pate in our school fund. To have permitted the children of these

people school privileges would have soon exhausted the fund appropri-

ated to run our neighborhood schools. Under the circumstances I felt

it my duty to close all the neighborhood schools until your body

can take action in this matter. As our schools should not be closed

any longer than should be absolutely necessary, I recommend that you

take immediate action in the premises and that your actions be made

known to the Board so that the schools may be reopened with as little

delay as possible.



CITIZ7NSHIP ROLLS

In accordance with an act of congress October, 1895, the cen-

sus colauission completed the revised rolls of the citizens of the nation.

I have not approved of this roll as required by the act referred to,

because from such information as I have received I am led to believe

that names were entered on the Dolls through error or misrepresenta-

tion, that should not be there. I will submit hereafter for your

consideration the names of these people.

Bearing on this matter is another subject which needs action

1013 your body. The law authorizing the census made no provision for

those Cherokees who are citizens of this nation. There seems to be

an impression among this class of people that they are entitled to

citizenship in both nation. I entered into an agreement with the

Chief of the Cherokee nation and the Governor of the Chickasaw na-

tion, that such persons appear before a commission consisting one

member from each of the nations, and mnke a declaration under oath

of what nation they wished to be recognized as a citizen, and renounce

all claims to citizenship they may have in other nation. This agree-

ment was only a temporary one. I nol: submit this matter to your

consideration and recommend that definite action be had to settle

this question for all time to cone, and that the agreement include

all the other nations that will enter into it with us.

M. K. 	 T. GRANT

The Choctaw nation, never at any time, has given her consent



to the land grants made to the M. K. & T. railroad but this road

has at different times encroached upon our citizens living along its

line: and has filed suits against our citizens. I have been appealed

to as chief executive to protect these citizens from the encroach-

ments of the road. In order to do this I entered into contract with

I. D. Oglesby, of Ft. Smith, to defend them in these suits. (See con-

tract attached.) As the fee agreed upon in this contract is very

reasonable I recommend that you make an appropriation to pay it.

According to an act of congress (attached hereto) the C. O.

8.: G. R. P, company has notified me that they will condemn and take

twenty-five acres of land adjoining the town of South McAlester,

for railroad purposes. It being imperative that the nation's inter-

est be protected I entered into contract with I. D. Oglesby to test

their right under this act.

The act referred to requires the railroad company to com-

pensate the nation for the land they claim for railroad purposes.

This road at first proposed to 25 per acre for 25 acres, and after-

wards offered to take only 15 acres for which they agreed to pay

',1.100 per acre. As I had no authority to accept the proposition, I

refer the matter for your consideration.

DISTPIBUTION OF CORN

Short crops last year caused much privation among our people

and appeals were made for assistance from the nation. In order to

procure funds to by corn to relieve the destitution of the people I



made a demnrd on the treasurer for the necessary funds, which he

declined to advance. I was forced to borrow 2600 for ninety days

at 8 per cent and used the money to buy corn. To meet this note

called on the revenue collectors and received of J. S. Forrest, collector

of the Forrest district, '1628.25; of J. H. Miller, collector of the

second district. $1100; of W. G. Kizer, inspector of the Frisco

railroad, .4000, making in all .2728.2. The note with interest amounted

to $2653, leaving a balance of 06.25. I receipted the collectors

referred to for the money received of them, which receipts they will

submit with their reports. The manner in which the corn was distributed

will be shown in the report of D. N. Robb, who superintended the dis-

tribution. His energy, assisted by the hearty co-operation of the

distributors in the different counties, made the distribution a success.

In some cases it was necessary to hire the corn hauled from the rail-

road to the different counties, and the persons who did the hauling

have not yet been paid. I therefore recommend that an apDropriation

be made to pay these accounts.

In order to ascertain how many people there were in each

county that needed assistance I appointed an enumerator for each

county with the understanding that they were to receive ::25 per day

for their services, not to exceed ten days. I recommend that the sum

of $850 be appropriated to pay these enumerators.

INTRUDERS

The intruders have become so numerous that they have been

a serious impediment to our officers in their endeavors to enforce



the law. This evil in itself has become greatly aggravated by the

large nitrber of claimants to citizenship. This subject is of very

great importance, and a remedy for this evil should be the subject

of serious consideration by you. These claimants were allowed by

the act of congress to prove their citizenship by affidavits, and

the nation had only sixty days in which to file answer to these claims.

When you take into consideration that there were several hundred

of these claimants, and that the affidavits establishing their citizen-

ship were taken before notaries public in several of the adjoining

states, and throughout the territory at about the same time, it

will be plainly seen that it was an impossibility for the nation to

have been represented in these cases. The testimony therefore was

ex parte.

I am further informed that in cases where false affidavits

were made, the persons making these affidavits could not be prose-

cuted for perjury. This has brought on a state of affairs very

dangerous to our existence. The people applying for citizenship

here, are a class who are endeavoring to get something for nothing

regardless of all right and justice. They are unscrupulous in their

efforts to get our property, and there being no penalty for their

presenting false affidavits, they would soon wipe us out of exist-

ence if a remedy is not provided at once. What, then is our remedy?

I say that the act of congress giving the Dawes commission

and the United States courts the right to pass on citizenship cases



to the Dawes commission and the United States court was so qualified

that those tribunals must be governed by the laws and usages of the

Indians regulating citizenship in their respective tribe. But the

provision was in a manner ignored and our laws governing intermarriages

were set aside. And not content with this these tribunals have uder-

taken to pass on property rights involving property of greater magni-

tude than was expected. All of our school funds, and all other

property that we thought we bought from the United States government

and owned, is about to be snatched from our hands by this act of

congress.

:;ihile I may be in error in regard to this matter, yet it

certainly appears to me that when the court is going to pass on

citizenship cases involving property rights of such magnitude and

value, they would be required to take the regular course of judicial

prodeedure, and should prove beyond a doubt that the nation is illegally

withholding their just rights. But no such prodeedings have been

had. The Choctaw nation has never been confronted with the witnes-

ses in behalf of the claimants.

The court has proceeded to pass on these cases, depriving

the Choctaws of their property rights without properly giving the

nation its day in court. I cannot be made to believe that congress

intended to deprive our people of their school privileges as their

policy has been to have the Indian people properly educated.

I have every confidence in the good faith of the United



States government, and of its wishes for the welfare of the Indian

people, and am confident that if you, as the legislative department

of our government, will make the United States government understand

the bad effect this act authorizing the Dawes conrission and United

States courts to pass on citizenship cases has on our interests;

and that if you will memorialize congress to remove these diffi-

culties by having only Indian tribunals to pass on their citizenship

rights, that congress will respect your demands.

would recommend that you pursue such a course and if your

body can suggest any other plan to remedy this evil you will have

my hearty support.

AGREEMENT

The commission created by act of October 4, 1896, to negotiate

with the Dawes commission, met at Ft. Smith, Arkansas, November 16,

1896, and after conferring with the Dawes commission on the different

matters at issue between the United States and our government, took

recess to meet at Muskogee and there consummated an agreement with

them on the 18th day of December, 1896. Two of our commissioners,

N. B. Ainesworth and T. S.'. -tandley, (acting for me) went on to

-A:Ishington to assist the Dawes commission in having the Agreement

ratified by congress, Owing to the refusal of the Chickasaw commis-

sioners to sign the agreement it failed to be ratified.

In March, 1897, our commission, in conjunction with the

Chickasaw commission, met the Dawes commission and perfected another

k



agreement at Atoka on the 23rd of April, 1897, which agreement now

awaits the action of congress as required by the act of council of

October 1896, before it can be submitted to you for your action.

It will be superfluous for me now to explain the different

features of the agreement, as you have all undoubtedly seen a coy

of it, suffice it to say that every effort was made to secure the

interests and rights of our people, and although some of the prov-

isions are objectionable, yet your commission had to submit those

that other concessions might be gained. This matter rill be more

fully explained at this session of council, if you desire it..

GREEN CUIrL AIN,

Principal Chief.

1
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Purcell, Chickasaw Nation, I. T.
Thursday, Oct. 14, 1897
Volume 10, 7o. 47
7. H. :Talker, Editor

EDITORIAL ON SPEECH T3 GREEN rcOURT2,IN

In his address to the Choctaw council last

week, Governor McCurtain has the following to say in

regard to the pending agreement with the United

States government and the Dawes commission:

*, 	 You should be deeply sensible

of the demands made upon us by the government of

the United States, and of their evident and earnest

desire that our people should consent to a change of

some kind. And, although the changes asked of us

are repugnant to our feelings and against our wishes,

yet we should be sensible of the fact that the govern-

ment making these demands on us is much more powerful

than we are, and is ble to enforce these demands

should we refuse to accede to them. We should be

sensible of our weakness, and while we should legislate

wisely, we should legislate according to our strength.



It should be taken into consideration how little could

be accomplished by our opposition to the changes asked

of us. Despite the appeals we made that our treaty

rights be respcted, and in the face of all our protests,

all the legislation enacted by congress affecting this

country has been aggressive and inimical to our rig'ats,

and tends to the destruction of our cherished institutions.

The time is at hand that we cannot depend on our

treaties for protection. Some other plan must be

resorted to that our safety may be assured. The

unrestricted right of self-government has been the

life and main substance of our national existence,

and when this vital function was ignored by congress

every thinking man must perceive that our treaty was

a failure and does not afford us the protection it

was intended to.

With all these difficulties before us, I appeal

to you to use good sense and judgment in all your

deliberations. Before you decide upon any measure,

mark out intelligently what effect it will have on our

common interests. Contend for everything that is justly

due your teoule, but be cautious that these contentions

are made not recklessly but intelligently, and on



reasonable grounds. And that which you decide upon

as the best poiicy for our gove-nment, carry it out

at once, as delay will only complicate matters.

What is necessary to do should be done at once if you

would preserve your property and avoid losing every-

thing in litigation.

it is self-evident that in all governments

the majority rules; that it takes a majority to

maintain a government. And it is essential that

this ruling power be under one head. It is as

impossible for two governments to exist in one

country as it is for two families to live under the

same roof without friction. One or the other must

prevail, and it is human experience that the weaker

must give way to the stronger. That is the condition

that now confronts us.

The majority of the People living among us are

not subject to our laws -- in other words, the law-

making power of this government is in the minority,

and therefore cannot exist much longer. It is sad

to say, yet it must be admitted that our government

has outlived its time. ""e asked, in our agreement

with the Dawes commission, that our government may



continue eight years longer. While this seems but a

short time for us to -;:ind up our affairs, it is

extremely doubtful if we can secure even this short

an extension of our national existence. In demanding

these changes of us the government of the United

States really believes that it will prove benefici61

to us by promoting us to a higher plane of civilization.

But as Indians, we look at it from a different stand-

point and we can conceive of no greater hardship or

sacrifice than to give up our government which is

perfectly satisfactory to us, and to which we have

become attached from long and fond associations. To

give up all our cherished customs end privileges seems

fatal tc us. We can imagine no worse hardship. But

it is inevitable. We cannot check the change. Let us

then brace up and accept the conditions imposed upon

us like men. Be men in the struggle. Contend for your

Property and divide it among yourselves while you have

the opportunity. If you wait there will be none to

divide.



MARIETTA MONITOR

Marietta, I. T.
Eriday, October 15, 1897
Vol. 3 	 No. 5
J. M. Spencer, Editor

EDITORIAL ON ES SAGE BY GREEN McCUTAIN

Tuskahoma, I. T

Oct. 10

Principal Chief McOurtain, in his annual

message to the Choctaw council, states that he feels

his government will have to give way to the demands

made by the Dawes commission. He said in part: -"In

demanding these changes of us, the government of the

united states realizes that it will be beneficial to

us by promoting us to a higher plane of civilization.

But as Indians we look from a different standpoint,

and ze can conceive of no greater hardship or

sacrifice than to give up our government. '20 give

up all of our cherished customs and privileges seems

fatal to us. We can imagine no worse -hardship, but

it is inevitable, Te cannot check the Change, there-

fore, let us break up and accept the conditions imposed

upon us like men."
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BILL OF GREEN McaTiTaIN

To the Members of the General Council:

Your conmittee have had under consideration

that portion of the Chief's message relating to c a r--

tamn contracts made by him with Judge Ira D. Oglesby

of Fort Smith, _Tic-, in which the said Ira D. Oglesby

is to defend and protect the interests of the Choctaw

Nation and its citizens in suits brought by the M. K.

& T. Ry and the C. O. & G. Ey.

We find the contracts just and er, uitable and

that the services of an attorney are necessary, and we

recommend the payment of the fees as agreed on in said

contracts, to-wit, five hundred dollars in the 7aatter

of the suits of the C. O. 8- G. Ry., and that the Chief

be instructed to carry out all the provisions of these

contracts, and to this effect offer the follomina

act and ask that it be enacted into a law:



An act authorizing the Principal Chief to carry

out certain contracts.

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the general council

of the Choctaw Nation assembled. That the sum of

$750.00 is hereby appropriated and placed subject to

the orders of the Principal Chief to enable him to

carry out the contracts made by him with Judge Ira D.

Oglesby, of Fort Smith, Ark. And the Principal Chief

is hereby instructed and empowered to carry out all

the provisions of said contracts, and use his best

endeavors to -:.rotect the Nations interest in these

suits; and the auditor shall issue his warrant for the

above amount and the Treasurer pay the same; and this

act shall take effect and be in force from and after

its IDassage.

Approved Oct. 29th, 1897,

GREEN Tj:cCURTAIF

P. C. C. N.
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SPECILI, MESSAGE OF GREEN .I.cCURTAIN

Choctaw Nation,

Oct. 28.

To the Members of the Senate

and House of Representatives:

Gentlemaa:-

I wish to call your attention to the cases

of Moses Williams, Thomas McGee, James Walker, Kings-

bury Harkins, Robert Miller, Houston Perry, Eli

Loman, Norris Carney, Simeon Wade, Sam Jefferson

and Prymus Brown, indicted for murder, and David

Owens, Jackson 	 Jones and Johnson

Parker, indicted for accessory to murder, in the

first district.

The crimes these men were charged with

were committed in the year 1692, and their names



have been on the docket of the court since that

time. Several trials have been had without any

result, and it is now impossible to find a com-

petent jury to try them in the first district.

A change of venue in these cases cannot

be had without changing the constitution, and these

cases have been on docket so long that the expense

on the Nation and on Gaines county has became very

great. Under the circumstances T think the prose-

cuting attorney should be instructed to enter a

"nolle prosequi" in all these cases.

GREIT Lc CURTAIN ,

P. C. C. N.
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SPECIAL MESSAGE OF GREEN McCURTAIN

To the Members of the Senate

and House of Representatives

Gentlemen:

I take this opportunity to call your attention

to a subject of vital interest to us, and which I

think needs your immediate attention.

The Choctaws and Chickasaws were the first

of the five nations to enter into an agreeEent with

the Dawes Commission. Our action in this matter

showed a disposition on our pert to comply with the

wishes of the U. S. Government, and as a consequence

created a favorable sentiment towards our people in

Congress, Which would have had a tendency to have

favorable concessions made to us should a radical

change be made in the Territory. But it seems tht

subsequent developments have changed this impress-



ion and the idea has now got abroad that the Choc-

taws have not acted in good faith in this -matter.

The action of the Cherokees in refusing to negotiate

with the Dawes Commission, and the subsequent action

of the Creek Council in almost unanimously reject-

ing the treaty made by the -ireek Commission, have

had a tendency to imbue the minds of those in power

at ':;ashington, and even among people in the Terri-

tory, that we are not sincere in our intentions

to allot our lands, but that we have entered into

this agreement for the purpose of gaining time,

it is even hinted that we have a secret understand-

ing with the other Nations, and that it was never

our intention to ratify this agreement.

All of this has resulted in a state of af-

fairs very dangerous to our interests, and unless

we take some step to refute this false idea that has

got out, all the good we hoped to accomplish by this

agreement will be nullified. It shc--id be borne in

mind that we have no interests in common with the

Cherokees and Creeks. The vast interests we have

at issue in this matter will not justify us in los-

ing everything by inaction, or by waiting the act-

ions of the other 1Tations.



To show the TT. S. government tnat we made

the treaty in good faith, and that we are sincere

in our intentions to carry out its provisions, this

Council should ratify the treaty.

Although the law creating the Commission

does not require our Council to ratify the agree-

ment until after it is acted on by Congress, yet I

think the vast interests we have at stake will just-

ify us in this ste, and Wien OUT Commissioners go

to Tifashington to assist in having Congress ratify

the agreement, our aaemieE there cannot say (as

they would otherwise,, that although our Council

was in session six weeks, we made no effort to FThuow

that we intended to ratify this agreement.

GREM\f McCURTAIN,

P. C. C.
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7TETC CF AN ACT

An act making aupropriation to pay the heirs of

Samuel Garland, delegate of 1855.

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the general council of

the Choctaw Nation assembled: That whereas, neither

Samuel Garland, deceased delegate of 18.55, nor Mary E.

Rogers, D. C. Garland, Georgie Bryce, T.nnie Thomas,

Laura Cale, Leona Stoaly, John M. Rogers, his legal

heirs and representatives have never received their

share in full of the amount due the said Samuel Garland

by the Choctaw Nation for services rendered by him in

the collection of the net rroceeds claim, and that there

re4lains a balance of 117.576.83 yet due and uniaid to

said heirs by the Choctaw Nation, and that they are

entitled to same.

Sec. 	 Be it further enacted that the said

sum of 117,576.83, be and the same is hereby appro-

priated out of any of the National funds not otherwise



appropriated for the payment of said claim.

Sec 3. Be it further enacted that the National

Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to issue his

warrants on the National Treasurer immediately after

the passage of this _Lot in favor of said Mary E. Rogers,

D. C. Garland, Georgie Bryce, Minnie McDrice, Laura

Cole, Leona Stealy and John M. Rogers for said aim of

S117.576.63, due and payable in Eight ouarterly payments

of l4,697. 10 each, and each warrant shall specify

when it shall become due and payable: -,The first pay-

ment of said warrants is directed to bcome due thiryy

days from the passage of this Act. And the National

Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to ray said

warrants as they become due.

That this Act take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.

Proposed by S. H. Mackey
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VETO BY GREEN liacCURT.AIN

Tuskahoma, I. T.,

Nov. 9, 1897.

To the members of the House of representatives.

Gentlemen:

I return herewith an act making an approlDri-

ation to pay the heirs of Samuel Garland, delegate

of 1855 without my approval, for the following rea-

sons:

1st. An act of so much importaace, involv-

ing as it does such a large amolint of money should,

before being acted on, have been submitted to a

committee for investigation, so thaL it could be

ascertained, whether or not, the claim was a just

one. But the act was passed with unseemly haste,



no time being allowed - for discussion.

2nd. The passage of this act without in-

vestigation or discussion will be the means of open-

ing the doors for similar claims of the same nature,

which will eventually bankrupt the nation.

3rd. 	 s these delegates gave powers of

attorney to Campbell LeFlore to collect this, and

entrusted their interests into his hands, I do not

think the nation can be held responsible.

And if this is a just claim, why was it not

introduced when the finances of the nation were in

a flourishing condition and while Campbell Leflore

was alive and could be present in behalf of the

nation.

I am satisfied upon investigation it will

be shown that receipts from the different delegates

or their heirs, will be found among the papers of

13ampbell Leflore.

4th. Teachers who have been instructing

our children have been knocking at the doors of

council, asking that the warrants given them for

their services be cashed; but they are turned off

and forced to dispose of their warrants at a heavy

discount; yet an appropriation is made without dis-



cussion to pay another class of people enough

money to run our schools a year.

You also passed an act authorizing me to

employ attorneys to investigate frauds in citizen-
.

ship cases; but the passage of this bill will de-

preciate the value of warrants to such an extent

that it will be impossible for me to carry out the

provisions of this, bill, and there will be nothing

to check the influx of fraudulent citizens, who are

depriving us of our lands.

5th. I object to the manner in which the

bill specifies the warrants are to be paid, in that

the payments shall be made thereon when presented

to the Treasurer. Thrrants issued to pay current

expenses are issued without such specifications

being made, Why then does this make such a distinct-

ion?

There was nothing produced to show that this

claim is a just one, or that the nation is responsible

for its payment. It was rushed through without pro-

per discussion and if your body sees fit to recklessly

appropriate the people's money, it will be done with-

out my approval and against my will.

GRELI, UGC:UR TY= ,

P. C. C. N.
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ACT OF GREEN McCURT,IN

Tuskahoma, I. T.

Nov. C, 189?

To the members of the

House of representatives.

Gentlemen:

I return herrwith an act making an ai:propri-

ation to pay the heirs of Samuel Garland, delegate of

1655, without my approval, for the following reasons:

1st. An act of so much importance, involving

as it does such a large amount of mone:7 should, before

being acted on, have been submitted to a committee for

investigation, so that it could be ascertained, whether

or not, the claim was a just one. But the act was

passed with unsee mly haste, no time being allowed for



discussion.

2nd. The passage of this act without investi-

gation or discussion will be the means of opening the

doors for similar claims of the same nature, which

will eventually bankrupt the nation.

3rd. As these delegates gave powers of attorney

to Campbell LeFlore to collect this, and entrusted

their interests into his hands, I do not think the

Nation can be held responsible.

And if this is a just claim, why was it not

intorduced when the finances of the nation were in a

flourishing condition and while Campbell Leflore was

alive and could be present in behalf of the nation.

I am satisfied upon investigation it will be

shown that receipts from the different delegates or

their heirs, will be found among the papers of Camp-

bell Leflore.

4th. Teachers who have been instructing cur

children have been knocking at the doors of council,

asking that the warrants given them for their services

be cashed; but they are turned off and forced to dispose

of their warrants at a heavy discount; yet an appro-

priation is made without discussion to ray another class

of people enough money to run our schools a year.



You also passed an act authorizing me to employ

attorneys to investi:ate frauds in citizenship cases,

but the passage of this bill 7:ill depreciate the value

of -J:arrants to such an extent that it Till be impossible

for me to carry out the provisions of this bill, and

there will be nothing to check the influx of fraudulent

citizens, who are depriving us of our lands.

5th. I object to the manner in which the bill

specifies the warrants are to be paid, in that the pay-

ments shall be made thereon when presented to the

Treasurer. -Jarrants issued to -ray current expenses

are issued without such specifications being made, why

then does this make such a distinction?

There was nothing produced to show that this

claim is 	 just one, or that the nation is responsible

for its payment. It was rushed through without proper

discussion and if your body sees fit to recklessly

appropriate the people's money, it will be done without

my approval and against my will.

GREEN McCURTAIN

P. C. C. N.
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NOTICE OF GREIIII licCURTAIN

The citizenship commission of the Choctaw

Nation is new in session at Red Oak, I. T.,

revising the rolls of the first judicional dis-

trict, and passing on all claims, in that district.

They will be there at least until after January 1,

1898. They will then came to Atoka and revise the

rolls of the third district and pass on all old

clatms presented. It is desired by the commission

that all claimants present themselves, with their

witnesses, at the places of meeting within their

district, or nearest to them. All claimants from

the Chickasaw Nation will come to Atoka, when the

commission meets there, due notice of which time

will be given.

GREEN McCURTAIN,

Chairman.

A. TELLE, Secretary.
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LETTER OF GREEN Mc CURTAIN IN REGARD TO FREE

TEXT BOOKS

San Bois, I. T.,

Nov. 15, '97.

To the District and Neighborhood Trustees,

School Teachers and Citizens generally of

Choctaw Nation, Greeting:

One of the most commendable and praiseworthy

acts of the council of the Choctaw nation which ad-

journed sine die an the 11th inst. was the passage

of a law providing that the school text books required

for the education of our children shall be purchased

by the nation, and furnished free to the children at-

tending our schools.

The necessity for this legislation was sug-

gested by the fact that many children in the past

have been denied the opportunity of availing them-



selves of an education because of the lack of suit-

able text books. The recent action of the legisla-

ture of the Choctaw nation was taken with an earnest

desire and well directed purpose to strengthen our

school system where it is weakest, and to render our

school law fully operative and thoroughly efficient.

Having secured this supplementing of the school law

by the addition of all that seemed lacking to the high-

est success of the school work, it remains for the citi-

zens to show by their appreciation and by their acts

what use they will make of the opportunities offered

to their children.

The law has done its full duty. The essenti-

al materials for good school work are provided for just-

ly and generously. A high and definite standard of

school work has been established ta be uniform through-

out the nation. School attendance is required by law;

the expense being assumed by the nation, no parent can

plead cost as an excuse for depriving his child of the

great advantages of an education which must accrue to

him through all his future life. The record achieved

by the Choctaw nation in the past in its early recog-

nition of the necessity for school education, its appro-



priations willingly made to secure this object, the

respect it has shown to the men_ and women engaged in

the teaching procession, is everywhere recognized and

is a source of just pride to our citizens.

What has been done, however, has clearly shown

how much more may be done when the membership of the

schools is extended to include the large number of Choc-

taw children who do not now attend school, and when the

work of all the schools shall be equal to the best in

rank of merit.

Let us citizens all work together to secure the

fullest membership in the school enrollment, the full

equipment of needed materials as provided by law, and

the adherence to the general standard of the school

work as indicated by the books adopted for uniform use

throughout the schools of the nation.

The outlook is gratifying in its encourage-

ment. It is not easy to estimate the value which the

school training will possess for the pupils in later

years of active participation in the responsibilities

of manhood and womanhood.

The growing competition in qualifications for

work of every kind, especially for the higher and pre-



ferable forms of industry will lead the pupil to

appreciate in later life far more than he can at the

present time -- perhaps far more than any of us

appreciate at the present time -- the value of a good

preparation. The man or woman of mature age who is

handicapped in years to come by neglect of the oppor-

tunities offered at this time will feel with bitter-

ness the extent of the loss sustained. On the other

hand, the successful men and women of the future, who

owe their success to the start in life now offered

by the Choctaw nation will cherish in happiest mem-

ory the statesmanship and parental care which have

combined to afford the opportunities for making the

most of their lives.

A deep and sincere interest in all that per-

tains to the welfare of the nation, and especially

in whatever concerns the training of our children,

who are to be our successors in the nation, has pro-

moted me to make this address to our people instead

of limiting myself to the literal requirements of

the law for the notification of officers.

Very truly yours,

GREEN cCURTAIN,

Principal Chief,

Choctaw N.
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