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GREEN M' CURTAINS SPEECH.

Fellow Citizens:--

I cannot but feel profoundly thankful for

this opportunity of consulting with you on a subject

that deeply interests you as well as myself person-

ally And I trust that the presentation of my views

on this serious question, affecting us as a people,

which has been presented to us by the Dawes Commis-

sion will have your serious attention. I have no

doubt but that you are fully aware of the difficulties

by which you are surrounded, and I as your delegate

fully understand the condition of affairs of your

country at home, as well as abroad. 	 know there

is a very strong disposition on the part of Congress

to change the form of our government, which I believe

is impossible for us to prevent. I do not admit

that it is just from the United States government,

which calls itself the most powerful and Christian



government, to force us, a :weekly tribe, to change

our tribal relations and the tenure of our lands, as

well as our form of government, without our consent.

While right and justice are on our side, we are unable

to defend ourselves against the dangers now approching

us. These circumstances lead me to believe that un-

less we take some measures of arriving at amicable

solution of the question involved, between us and the

Dawes Commission, Congress will likely do some rash act

which will be unjust to us as a people. These reasons

have forced me to the conclusion that it is the ut-

most importance that we meet the commission fairly,

present clearly our views, and make it so plain to

them that they could understand our wants, and we

would be enabled to arrive at some sort of adjustment

with them. I am led to believe that if we can agree

on anything with this commission, that such an agree-

ment 	 be carried out by Congress, even if it should

postpone any material action for some time to come. On

the other hand if we stand in the attitude of not do-

ing anything, then I fear that those who would like

to disregard our interests, and override our rights

will be strengthened by the situation to such an ex-

tent as to be enabled to do whatever they may desire.

Believing that each and every Choctaw has the interest



of our people at heart, I am induced to request of

you to express your wishes on this subject. I can

say to that the change proposed by the commission

give you the same comforts that you now enjoy. Tror

this reason, I say to you to prepare yourselves so

that you will be thoroughly in accord with the pro-

posed change, and as Choctaw people come together and

make some suggestions by which the rights and interests

of the ignorant class of our people will be secured, so

that the unscrupulous and speculative cannot rob them

of their rights. It seems to be impossible for a

Door and uneducated people to get favorable legislation

at the hands of Congress. Neither can they get it

at the hands of their own council. Most of our public

men, with few exceptions, are so corrupt that an ap-

peal for right and justice has no weight, and the cry

for justice and mercy is treated with contempt. Our

God in heaven is no more respected. Our public men

have made the capitalists our god, whom we are asked

to submit to and worship. Let me impress upon your

minds the fact that you do not seem to realize the

serious dangers that are ahead. Not every jack leg

lawyer you may call upon can solve this for you. The

United States Government through their agents, is

striking us below the belt, and have so disabled our



politicians that they can do nothing else but say

that Te have binding treaties with the United States

and hence there is no danger. I desire to say to you

that these assertions are absurd, and without argument

to sustain them. The Dawes Cummission tells us that

the Supreme Court of the United States has decided

that Congress can repeal a treaty without the consent

of the Indians, just as they can any other law. I

recognize the fact that Congress may, by legislation,

abrogate a treaty and change the form of our govern-

ment. -hile I admit this proposition, yet I contend

that such an act of Congress would not effect the title

of our land. And I would also have you to understand

that, while I recognize the fact that Congress can re-

peal a treaty, yet the treaty does not stand legally

repealed until proper notice has been served stating

that on a certain date, when such a treaty was made

and with whom it was made. Notice must first be given

through the proper authority that such legislation

has been enacted. - :ithout such notice you can gc , in-

to courts and contend for your rights under the treaty.

1:_y contention is that a treaty is binding until such

notice is given. That a treaty is not repealed until

such sters are taken. '!y holding is that there is a

wide difference between our treaty and the patent to



our lands. The treaty means one thing and the patent

another. The patent is for a consideration. And for

this reason I denounce motives which prompt men to

contend that after a generation has possed away the

compacts of a nation are no longer binding, and the

land sold to a people should not descend to their

heirs, even though a provision to that effect be stipu-

lated in the contract. I hold different views in

regard to our treaties, for while a patent is for a

consideration, a treaty is merely a contract, and

cannot be held as binding on succeeding generations.

Hence I hold the vanity and presumption of governing

beyond the grave is the most ridiculous and insolent

of all tyrannies, unless by the consent of the living.

Man has no property in man, neither has any generation

property in a succeeding generation. Every generation

is and must be competent to all the purposes which

its occasion require. It is the living and not the

dead that must be protected. When man ceases to be,

his powers and his wants cease with him, and having

no longer any participations in the concerns of this

world, he has no longer any authority in directing

how the interests of those who live shall be protected.

Those who have quitted the world, and those who have

not yet arrived in it are as remote from each other as



the utmost stretch of mortal imagination can conceive.

'hat possible obligation then can exist between them?

What rule of principle can be laid down that two non-

entities the one out of existence, and the other not

in existence, that is not absurd on its face? —ith

all this before me, I still contend that the obligations

of the United States has not been carried out.

he United States Commission in their first

proposition made to us, compared our condition with

that of the South in 1861, at the time that Alexander

Stephens, onr of the South's most eminent men was chosen

to confer with President Lincoln and his cabinet.

Every proposition made by President Lincoln was rejected

by Stephens. President Lincoln then said to Mr. Steph-

ens, "give me a piece of paper and I will write on it

one word, and the balance you suggest. 	 He wrote the

word wUnion." Comparing us with the South, the Dawes

commission made the proposition that they would write

one word, and we could write the balance. They wrote

the words, "Territorial Form of Government." Now we

claim the privelege of writing the details. If the com-

mission will adhere to their proposition and admit us

to write the balance we will agree for them to write

Territorial Form of Government, then we shall demand

this privelege. 	 will hold the right to say what



shall de done with mineral claims, with town sites,

and non-citizens' improvements. 	 e will never con-

sent for the Choctaw 7ation to pay non-citizens for

their improvements. I hold that the treaty, nor the

laws of this nation have given them any right or au-

thority to erect buildings or make any other improve-

ments here. They cannot plead ignorance, because

every man is supposed to know the law. 	 e will claim

the rights Promised by the commission. If the United

States government thinks the non-citizens should be

paid for their improvements then let the government

pay them. We demand the right of saying how we shall

dispose of our land. If we be denied this priveldge

then we cannot yield to their proposition. I deny that

any complaint has been madebby the uneducated Indians

to the authorities at '!fashington that they are dissatis-

fied with the Indian government. On the other hand the

"United States claims through their agents that they are

disatisfied with OUT form of government. They doubtless

do not refer to the regulations of our Indian government,

or the expense of running our courts, and the legislature

and other branches of our government. These are paid by

the nation and not by the United States. The charge is

freely made that the United States government is placed

at enormous expense in conducting the courts at Fort



Smith, Paris and South Mclaester. I believe the cost

is one-seventh of the entire amount of judicial ex-

penses of the United States Government. No blame

should be attached to the Indian for this outlay of

money. The government by treaty stipulations has

guaranteed to protect us in the exercise of our Drive-

• leges as an independent autonomy. The only protection

we have had thus far is through the United States court

• at Fort Smith presided over by Judge Parker. The

different kinds of legislation proposed by the United

States government is for the avowed purpose of civil-

izing us. Cannot the United States find subjects for

its missionary wo -14k in its own immediate borders? Gov-

ernor Hogg of Texas, when asked his views in regard to

the affairs here said that the concerns of his own

state occupied his entire time, and that the affairs of

the Territory, so far as the Indians did not meddle with

Texas affairs, did not concern him, and he did not feel

called upon to interfere with the Indians or land ten-

ure existing in the Territory. How different his views

with those of Fishback of Arkansas. He is appalled at

the condition of things in the Territory. He says

the ignorance and outlawry existing here is a menacing

danger to the borders of civilization (or Arkansas.) Have

you ever conceived how far _:_rkansas has advanced in



civilization? It is said that about a year ago a

minister of the gospel a circuit rider, was riding

through Governor Fishback's state and stopped at the

residence of a prosperous farmer. Being a stranger

he made an inquiry in regard to the churches and Sun-

day schools. The farmer said •there were no such things

in Arkansas. "Are there no ministers in this coun-

try?" he asked. ":!inisters! I do not know what they are.

My son John killed some kind of a varmint last night. I

never saw one like it before. You can look at it your-

self. Its hide is stretched on the back side of the

house." It is said that all this occurred in Governor

•Fishback's state. He says when civilization demands a

change in the Indian form of government, it should come

regardless of Indian wishes.

In conclusion I feel it my duty to admonish you,

as your representative, to act wisely on this most ser-

ious and absorbing question. Let the same fortitude

and good sense that has controlled you in the past, as

a people, animate you in this trying and vexed problem.

I feel that if the United States government grants all

our wishes, we may still be a prosperous and happy

people under the changed condition of affairs. What-

ever is done let us act as men, and leave the conse-

ouences to that Supreme Being, who is ever ready to give



consolation and solace to the weak and helpless in

the hour of trouble and despondency.
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PROTEST OF GREEN IvICCU?TAIN AND COLONEL NAPOLEON B. AINSWORTH

The Choctaw delegation to-day gave out a long formal protest

to the proposition of the Dawes Commission. It was written by Colonel

Napoleon Breedlove Ainsworth and Hon. Green LcCurtain, the most influen-

tial and wealthy members of the tribe, and was signed by them and

their ten associates. It may be taken as a very thorough expression

of the opposition of the proposal of abandonment and allotment as

outlining the policy to be pursued in fighting before Congress the

recommendations of the Dawes Commission. The protest is as follows:

MISREPRESENTED BY A LOBBY.

"We, as Commissioners on the part of the Choctaw tribe of

Indians, being fully advised as to the opinions and wishes of our

people concerning any change in our tribal relations and the tenure

of our lands, feeling that we have been misrepresented by a 1bby

at Tashington and knowing that a systematic movement is in .progress



which for its object has the ultimate confiscation of our lands,

now consider it our duty to make known the facts.

"By solemn and binding treaties with the Government of the

United States, we and our forefathers were possessed of the lands we

occupy. When the white man settled among our people, and upon our

old territory east of the Mississippi River, we surrendered valuable

territory in exchange for what at that time was almost a wilderness.

No people ever gave greater consideration for a purchase than di6.

these Indians for the soil which the covetous boomer now seeks to make

his own.

"Many of our numbers well remember the day when they bade

farewell to their lands east of the Mississippi, knowing that the

word of a great nation was pledged to protect them and their descend-

ants in the undisturbed possession of their future homes. 7e feel

and believe that to change the conditions which now exists among

us to allot our lands, to inaugurate Statehood, throw our Territory

open for the prey of the element which lately populated the strip

in a single day, would work destruction to us as a people. 	 believe

further that the Indian, unable to cope with the white man in the

barter and trade of his possessions, would soon be defrauded of that

which they now own in common -- that they would become impoverished,

separated from each other, crowded from their present quarters and fin-

ally annihilated.



ACTING FOR SELF-PRESERVATION.

"We are, therefore, in refusing the overtures of a friendly

commission, prompted by that first law of nature -- self-preservation.

We assert to be false the statement that Indian blood is becoming

extinct. Fifty per cent of our people cannot speak the English language

and not a drop of Caucasian blood courses through their veins. We

denounce motives which promut men to contend that after a generation

has passed away the compacts of a nation are no longer binding and

that the lands sold to a people should not descend to their heirs,

even though a provision to that effect be stipulated in the contract.

There certainly can be no division of opinion in holding that nation

barbarous whose treaties with a smaller power are written in sand to

be obliterated when a few passing years have made of some value the

Property guaranteed the weaker nation. We deny that we have made con-

cessions to the boomers which should stop us in the management and

control of our lands, and we assert that those who today clamor for

statehood are known as intruders who have entered upon our lands

without permission and in many instances defy our local laws and regu-

lations and yet they make demands that all power to enforce the law

be placed in the United 3tates Court for the Indian Territory to be

operated and controlled by them.

THE UNITED 'SPATES COURTS.

These United :':;tates Courts were established by congress and

without the Indian asking and over the protest of some of the tribes.



They are of no particular or exclusive benefit to the Indians. Undoubtedly

they were established and are maintained for the protection and benefit

of the white people among us, and while we do not object to their

presence and continuance, we do say that it is unfair to establish

these courts here to right the wrongs of the white rinn and deal jus-

tice to all, and then because they entail a heavy expense use that

as an argument to break a solemn treaty.

This idea leads us to a kindred subject: The increase of

jurisdiction of the United States Courts in the IndiansTerritory. Ue

are opposed to any further increase in the jurisdiction of the United

States Courts in the Indian Territory. The objects of court is

justice and we believe that that end is more apt to be attained in

.Tudge Parker's court at Fort Smith, Ark., and'judge Bryant's court

at Paris, Tex., than in the United States Courts within our borders

for the following reasons:

1. The jurors of the Fort Smith and Paris courts are with

but few exceptions bona fide residents of the district; they are land

owners; they have their permanent homes, and being property owners

are interested in the Promotion of justice by the first law of nature --

self-preservation. :hese qualities are necessary in jurors, and in

all cases of notorious miscarriage of justice by a jury an examina-

tion of the personel of that jury will disclose a ruling per cent o f

it to have been of men who owned no land or had no permanent home in

the district. In the very nature of things the non-citizen jurors

in the Indian Territory are lacking in these qualities. ?hey have no



permanent home; they on no land by Choctaw law; they are limited

in the amount of stock they can own, and if their love of gain causes

them to acquire property and hold the same contrary to Choctaw law,

this very disregard of law unfits them for jurors. That is said of

the jurors is, considering their superior intellectual and moral

training, true of the judges of these several courts with this additional

weight, that whereas the judges at Fort Smith and Paris are appointed

for life the Judges for the United States Court in the Indian Terri-

tory is appointed for four years only.

WOULD RESULT IN PREJUDICES.

2. The Indians would have to become citizens of the United

States before they could sit as jurors in criminal cases, and if

this were done it would bring about a prejudice among mixed juror-

ies, which would result in mistrials, and would be continually

degenerating into mere bias of ooinion based on the nationality of

the litigants.

3. If the United States will not keep her solemn obligations,

if the saving of a few dollars every year weighs more with the

United States officials than the breach in the honor and common

honesty of any nation as a result of breaking treaties, if, when

United States officers hold up their right hands and take their oath

of office calling a just God to bear witness to the purity of their

intentions, they have a secret or mental reservation that Indian

treaties are not a Dart of the laws of the United States -- if these



assertions are true, then we say let her strike us openly, strike

us above the belt, and not cone as Toab did to Amasa and put her

judicial arm around us, and with prejudiced and interested jurors

send us to the gallows and to the penitentiary, with the ultimate

view of securing our lands.

TEE CHOCTAWS IN TEE SOUTH.

"In reply to the assertions that the welfare Df the Indians

is the ultimate object of these negotiations, we call attention not

to our own progressive condition, but the absolutely destitute condition,

bath morally and financially, of the Choctaws in 'Assissippi and

Louisiana, who took lands in severalty and remained under the

soothing and sustaining influences of the whites. They are today with-

out schools, without homes and yet they are in the very center of

civilization.

"Again, the United States has treated during its existence

with Indians from Narragansett Bay to the EI;erglades of Florida

and from the Atlantic to the Pacific; these treaties have included

millions and multiplied millions of acres of land; they have changed

the homes and manners of holding their lands of thousands of Indians

and yet we defy you to show us as a result of these negotiations a

tribe of Indians, when real progress as regards personal property,

in education, contentment and religion is considered, to be compared

with the five civilized tribes as they are called.



'But it is stated that the object is to fix our lands in

severalty, so we can never be robbed. ,e say, 'That is all right,

but you rob us in your very exertions.' Besides, there is no lame-

ness in our present patent. The patent is all right, and if the honor

of the United States is unable to protect it, why attempt to seduce

us by saying that the United States will protect 14,000 patents among

individuals? When we become citizens of the United States and take

our lands and our individual patents for the same, and are 21 years

of age and of sound and disposing mind, and sell our land to a

white man, the courts of the United States will confirm that sale,

all rot and bosh in prec3ding negotiations to the contrary notwith-

standing,' and sell their lands is just what the average Indian

will do, and 10 years will find them helpless and homeless.

HONOR THE ONLY SAFEGUARD.

"We recognize the fact that Congress may, by legislation,

abrogate a treaty, but we do not think that any Congress will so far

forget its moral obligations as to do it, expecially the treaties

with the Five Civilized Tribes. nenever the Senate of the United

States is composed of Senators who will ruthlessly, and because

their conditions entail pecuniary expense, nullify our treaties,

the end will have come, not only to the Indians, but to the United

States, and we will simply go down to-gether. In other words, the

honor and integrity of Congress is our only safeguard, and when these



fail, we fail; these stand, we stand. Te have a patent to our

lands. The words and meaning of this patent are so plain, the prom-

ises of our treaty are so full, that the absolute legal right is

on the side of the Choctaws. The power of the United States and

her ability to keep these Present promises are so ample, that we,

as Choctaws, would not be acting with proper prudence if we agreed

to other treaties and other smoother promises.

'In other words, what respect or confidence can we have

in any promises that can be made to us when the very intent of those

promises is to undo most solemn obligations entered into ::ears ago':

"The history of the Anglo- Saxon in America for 400 years

where the Indian and their lands have been concerned is one of

deception, robbery and murder. Descendants partake of the predomin-

ating characteristics of their ancestors. The love of land is so

strong in the Anglo-Saxon that when he views it it at once becomes

the promised land and he must secure it.

OPPOSITION TO LAND IN SEVERALTY.

"Te come to that hardest of all our positions to be under-

stood by the white man, viz: Our opposition to land in severalty.

At a glance it seems little less than absurd for an Indian to refuse

to have pointed out to him by proper metes and bounds land on which

he may stand and say, 'By justice and law this is my own,' that he

would be absolutely opposed to an individual patent so that he might



rent, lease or sell his land as he may see fit. Now bear with us

a little longer and we will give you a few reasons why Indians are

opposed to land in severalty.

"Every Indian tribe fm time immemorial has held their

land in common, and whether this be the result of race preference

or race inactivity is immaterial. It is a fact, and hence it is bred

and born in the present Indians whether full blood or half breed,

or even where they have only 1-16 Indian blood. Considering this

inbred trait with that other dominating characteristic of the

Indian, firmness, in many amounting to stubborness, you have a

combination that cannot be moved.

It is no idle word or boast when the Indian says that he

is opposed to land in severalty or sectionizing. You may call on

him to divide his oersonal property; you may demand of him that he

shall work instead of hunt; you may require him to educate his

children; yea, you may fetter him with all the obligations of cililiza-

tion and he will submit, but whenever you touch his 'land in comidon' he

will meet you with all the o -oposition in his power.

THE INDIAN'S DEAREST IDOL.

"Again, the Indian is opposed to a change in his present

form of government because it will inevitably lead to a change in the

manner of holding his land. He knows that the breaking up of tribal

relations means sectionization. In short, the summum bonum of all



government, the dearest idol known to him in all politics, is land

in common. But there are reasons acquired under the influence of civiliza-

tion which impel the Indian to oppose any change in our present

tribal relations. The history of every Indian tribe that has allotted

their lands has been the same: The Indian got the allotment and deed

and the white man soon got the land. 	 e cite only the Choctaws in

Mississippi and the 1)elewares now in the Cherokee Nation.

'Lgain, if land in severalty is the panacea for all the Indians'

ills, why is it that the Five Civilized Tribes are better off morally,

socially and financially than any other Indians of to-day? We are

doing well, we are progressing; we are pressing on to a higher educa-

tion; we are following in the way of progress. Why not let us alone?

Has it come to this that the honor and honesty of the United States

weighs nothing when placed in the balance opposite money appropriated

to preserve not only a treaty, but to Promote common justice?

IN UNION THEIE IS STRENGTH.

"Again, we are opposed to land in severalty because it will be

the sword that will cut the gordian knot -- holding our land in common.

When the white man touches a part he touches the whole. No Part of

our land can be taken without the consent of Congress and the President,

and we are intelligent enough to see that Congress, the President and

the Supreme Court of the United States are no mean barries to have

between us and the raDacious boomer. 	 know that men must have a



higher sense of absolute iustice, even though it be between the strong

and the weak, to attain either of these offices. Scalawag politicians

and boomers do not reach the Presidency, the Supreme bench or the

Senate, and while by accident now and then one may draw his Day as a

member of the lower house, he is an unknown factor in its legislation.

But if we take our lends in severalty all will be changed. That old

adage 'united we stand, divided we fall,' is truer of the Indian than

any race on the earth to-day. And why? Because as soon as the Indian

receives his individual patent to his land the white ran will be there

with his money in one hand, whiskey in the other and soon the trade will

be consummated. Then will come IVO the right of property before a

'boomer jury,' and if the Indian excapes without being sent to the

penitentiary he will be lucky.

"It is the little foxes that eat up the grapes. The taking of

one Indian's individua: land will not create any commotion or surprise,

and hence, in a few years, by puchese, fair or foul, by overreaching,

by absolute bulldozing, as in the case of the Delawares in Kansas, the

land will be all in the hands of the whites.

"Another thing, when you confine an Indian to a certain tract,

and all the tracts adjoining him are owned by the whites, this will

be sufficient reason for the Indian to sell and go and live on a tract

with some other Indian. This is absolutely what did happen when the

Choctaws took land in severalty in Mississippi. We ask you, who press

allotments on us, how will you cure this evil?



SEVERALTY PRGMOTES SELFISHNESS.

"Again, while land in severalty carries with it individuality,

citizenship, etc., it carries with it also selfishness -- that is, 'I

have my own and will have to look after it, and you must do the same.'

In other words, 'all things have changed, and I an no longer my brother's

keeper.'

"Under our present government the educated and most intelligent

Indian must, in times of danger, come to the front and protect the

nation, because his part is involved and hence 'land in common' appeals

to the strongest powers known to human nature, viz:

"Self-preservation and self-interest and the nobler instinct

that we that are strong ought to help those that are weak. The boomer

may say, that under the present system a few Indians are growing

rich and the full blood is left, but we tell you that when it comes

to genuine charity, the helping of a man because he is our brother,

that the example set by Indians who have property because an examin-

ation will show we have no righ men in the sense the word rich is now

used in the (United States) could well be invalid by the white man.

"As a matter of fact to-day an Indian in trouble or distress

cannot only apseal for but will receive assistance fram another

Indian; whereas a white man in similar circumstances goin7, to another

well-to-do, he would not only be refused, but would be extremely lucky

if he was not started from the premises by the toe of the boot, with



the further assistance of the bulldog in the front yard, and we claim

that this disposition to help one another is nurtured and develosed

in Us by our system of holding our lands in common.

"And, finally, if you find that we have stated facts; if you

find, after proper investigation, that our treaties, our social, —oral

and financial conditions are as we have stated and that history and

past experience showed that land in severalty has proved a curse and not

a boon to the Indian, we ask you to so report, and not practically say

to us that we have no right to open our mouths, because if we do speak

and speak the truth and you do not listen to it and are not governed

by it, then you have literally denied us the right to be heard. Justice

as against rapacity, patience as against ruthless force, and humanity

as our common bond is our last request."
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HON. GREEN MCCURTAM

In a letter dated at Sens Bois, I. T., July 3rd, and

addressed to the Elevator, Hon. Green McCurtain urges his people

to accept allotment on the following plan:

"Having been kindly tendered the use of your columns

to answer the reports in circulation, that I favored allotment and

statehood, I will avail myself of your offer to set forth my views

on this subject.

My advice to my people was to extend to the Dawes com-

mission every courtesy, and to treat them with the respect due their

high office, and get them to understand our conditions and wants, and

I still claim that it is but just that we do so. It is but right

that we should receive their propositfons and consider them well, and

before we reject them we should set forth our side of the case, as

I am fully satisfied they don't understand the stnte of affairs

here es well as they think they do.

In all of M'ajor Kidd's addresses to the Choctaw people

he attacks J. J. McAlester because he has fe -iced up large tracts of



land. Now, Mr. McAlester has become wealthy by his own exertions,

and in fencing land he has violated no law of the Choctaw nation.

He has Choctaw children to provide for, and he has only exercised

his privileges, and the Choctaws are not "kicking about it. But

whet the Choctaws are opnosed to is that non-citizens without the

least shadow of a right come into the nation and erect buildings,

fence lands and make other improvements, for which Major Kidd says

the nation must nay them.

These non-citizens are making these improvements without

authority of law, and yet we must pay them for their improvements

and at the same time deprive Mclilester of his t50,000 income which

he has acquired legally.

The Choctaw people have not become so degenerate as to

rob their own citizens, even if Major Kidd of the Dawes commission

desires them to do so. This is the reason that I say that the

1-ewes commission do not thoroughly understand our condition, for they

wish us to pay non-citizens for improvements made in violation of

law, and in the same breath ask us to deprive our own citizens of

property acquired honestly and legally.

Before the Choctaws treat with the Dawes commission

would suggest that the commissioners would agree to the following

propositions:

1st. That the commission bind themselves to have all

those non-citizens removed who have erected buildings, fenced land,



or made other improvements contrary to law; that their nroperty be

confiscated and sold to the highest Choctaw or Chickasaw bidder by

an officer of the United_ States, and the proceeds of the sale paid

into the United States treasury. rre claim that the Choctaws should

not be made responsible to these men for their improvements for they

came here with their eyes open and knowing they were violating our

laws, and they have only themselves to blame, and the United States

government, through her officers, should not encourage them to evade

our laws.

2nd. That the government of the United States should

settle up with the Choctaws and Chickasaws, and pay all that is due

them--all unsettled business.

We would have the Dawes commission to agree to these

propositions, and their agreement confirmed by the United States

congress, before we treat with them any further.

This would cause the Choctaw people to regain that

confidence in the good intentions of the United States government,

which has been forfeited by the manifest efforts of the commission

to encourage intruders to persist in making imnrovements in violation

of our laws. For the =mission to agree to these propositions and

bind themselves to have such agreement confirmed by Congress is the

only way I can see to solve this question. Other citizens may look

at this matter in a different light and may see fit to make other

propositions as a basis to treat on, but as for me I am willing to



treat with the commission if the above conditions are carried out.

As for the statement that I am in favor of statehood,

it is false and without foundation. I am decidedly opposed to it.

As to the other rumor, that I an a candidate for Governor,

it is equally untrue. I have never had an opportunity to decline

the office, for the simple reason that it was never offered.



THE CAL DO BANNER

Caddo, Ind. Terr.,
Fe'bruary 23, 1894
Vol'Ime 4, No. 8
J. Y. Schenck, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Green McCurtain one of the very largest land

and property owners in the Choctaw Nation, is the

"dad" of the resolution submitted to the Dawes Com-

mission, in which he opposes any kind of a change,

and lays particular stress on the treaties. He made

out a very dark picture for them, in case their land

was divided and a change made in their government.

He opposes an increase of jurisdiction for the Federal

courts in the Indian Territary.

It will be remembered that Green 1..:cCurtain is

holding twenty times as much land as he could hold;

should there be an equal division. It is he who was

treasurer four years, and the schools are now closed

and the treasury depleted.

No one is silly enough to think for one moment

that he would be in favor of a change when he is getting

7,000 a year to oppose it.



MINCO MINSTREL

Mine°, Chickasaw, I. T.
Friday, March 9, 1894
Vol. 4 No. 37
Lewis N. Hornbeck, Editor

NEWS IMI'r OF GREEN McCURTAIN

It looks like the Choctaws have lost enough

on Green McCurtain. But they are not satisfied yet,

and are remaining silent and let him dictate to the

Commission That is wanted, instead of protesting

against his lettr to congress, and asking for an

equal division of their land. As it is, they will

not likely get over 160 acres.



SOUTH McALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, June 28, 1894.
Vol. 1. No. 32.
W. G. D. Hinds, Editor.

EDITORIAL OF GRFRN McCURTAIN

Green McCurtain has seen the inevitable,

and has come out strongly in a speech in favor of

allotment. Mr. McCurtain is one of the most in-

fluential of the Choctaws, and this action on his

part is significant, and means that the Choctaws

will treat with the Commission. This marks an im-

portant epoch in the history of the United States,

and is the final chapter of the Indian question.

The Choctaws are acting wisely. The white Deonle

should feel very friendly to the Choctaws for the

reason that they have never taken up arms against

than', but have uniformly been their friends. It

does seem remarkable that in the four hundred years

since the settlement of this country by the whites,

and in the innumerable wars between them and the

Indians, there should have been no conflict between

them and the Choctaws. And now they are showing their



wisdom further by being the first to accept citizen-

ship in the great government that has grown up on

this continent. All honor to the Choctaws:



saum McALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, June 20, 1894.
Vol. 1. No. 32.
W. G. D. Hinds, Editor.

EDITORIAL OF GREEN flcCURTAIN

Green YcCurtain has seen the inevitable,

and has come out strongly in a speech in favor

allotment. hr. McCurtain is one of the most in-

fluential of the Choctaws, cnd this action on his

pert is significant, and means that the Choctaws

will treat with the Commission. This marks an im-

portant epoch in the history of the United States,

and is the final chapter of the Indian cuestien.

The Choctnrs are acting wisely. The white reeLle

should feel very friendly to the Choctaws for the

reason that they have never taken up arms against

then, but have uniformly been their friends. It

does seem rerlarkable that in the four hundred years

since the settlement of this country by the whites,

and in the innumerable wars between then and the

Indians, there should have been no conflict between

them and the Choctaws. And now they are showing their



wisdom further by being the first to accept citizen-

ship in the groat government that has Frown up on

this continent. All honor to the Choct:Aist



SOUTH NtALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, June 28, 1694.
Vol. 1. 	 No. 32.
W. G. D. Hinds, Editor.

EDITORIAL OF GREEN McCURTAIN

Green McCurtain a very prominent Choctaw

Indian, candidate for governor of the Choctaw na-

tion publically advocates statehood and allotment

for Indians. He says tribal relationship is a thing

of the past and for "Poor Lott to make up his mind

to become a full fledged citizen of the United States.

McCurtain has great influence over the Choc-

taw people and on his part will go a long ways to-

wards opening the territory.



THE (3,LDDO

Caddo, Choctaw Nation,
Indian Territory
Friday Iiorning, April 6, 1894
7ol. 4 	 No. 14
J. Y. Schenck 	 :ditor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN MCCURTI1IN

Green lAcCurtain would. like very much to hold

on to that seven thousand dollar job until his four

years run out. Bud, you will never, no never, get to

do that. This congress will knock the little concocted

scheme all to pieces, just like the Texas commission law.



THE TALIHINA NEWS

Talihina, Indian Territory
Thursday, July 12, 1894.
Volume 3. No. 1.
Parke & Grandy, Editors.

VIEWS OF GREMT McCURTAIN

Green MtCurtain, of Sanbois, I. T., who is

one of the most prominent men of the Choctaw Na-

tion, is in town today. He was enjoying a cigar at

the Hotel !'fain this afternoon when a reporter ran

across him and he expressed his position on the

allotment question. "I have been misquoted in re-

gard to the matter," he said. "I believe that a

change is necessary, and, what is more, is bound to

come, but I don't altogether agree with the propo-

sition of the Dawes commission. I think, however,

that if the commission . I think, however, that if

the commission doesn't succeed that congress will

take the matter up and legislate it through by loiece-

meal. A change is bound to take place in the course

of a few years.

"As to the Indians, they are opposed to

altering the existing condition of things. They



have sat down on it. I don't believe they have con-

sidered it all, but they are decided." —

MWS RECD



THE TULSA REVIET

Tulsa, Indian 7erritory
July 13, 1894
Vol. 2 No. 15
Tulsa Review Co., Publishers

ADDRESS JF GREEN "carPTAiN

The following is a partial report of the speech

in question on the 19th day of June 1894, at San Bois,

Choctaw Nation, in the presence of a vast crowd:

Fellow Citizens: I can not but feel profoundly

thankful for this opportunity of consulting with you

on a subject that deeply interests you as well as

myself, personally. 	 nd I trust that the presentation

of my view on this serious question effecting us as a

people, which has been presented to us by the Dawes

Commission will have your serious attention. I have

no doubt but that you are full: - aware of the difficulties,

by which you are surrounded, and I as your delegate fully

understand the conditions of your country at home as

well as abroad. I know there is a very strong dis-

position on the part of Congress to change the form of



our government, which I believe is impossible for us to

prevent. I do not admit that it is just for the United

States government, that it calls itself the most power-

ful and Christian government in the world, to force us,

a weak tribe, to change our tribal relations, and the

tenure of our lands without our consent. 	 right

and justice is on our side we are unable to defend our-

selves ap7ainst the dangers now approaching. These cir-

g=stances lead me to believe that unless we take some

measures of arriving at an amicable solution of the

Question involved, between us and the Dawes Commission,

Congress will likely do some rash act which will be

unjust to us as a people. These reasons have forced

-Lae to the conclusion that it is of utmost importance

that we meet the Commission fairly, present clearly our

views and make it so plain that they could understand

our wants, and we would be enabled to arrive at some

sort of adjustment with them. I am led to believe,

that, if we can agree on anything with this jomT11ission,

that such an agreement will be carried out by Congress,

even if it should postpone any material action for some

time to come. On the other hand if we stand in the

attitude of doing nothing, then I fear that those who

would like to disregard our interests, and over-ride



our rights, will be strengthened by the situation to

such an extent as to be enabled to do whatever they

may desire. Believing that each Choctaw has the

interest of our people at heart, I am induced to request

you to express your wishes on this subject. I can not

say that the change proposed by the Commission will

give you the same comforts that you now enjoy. This

reason however will not stay it, and I say to you,

prepare yourselves so that you will be thoroughly in

accord with the proposed movement, and as Al.octaw people

come together and make some suggestions by which the

rights and interests of the ignorant class will be

secured. So that the unscrupulous and speculative can

not rob them of their rights. It seems to be impossible

for a poor and uneducated people to get favorable

legislation at the hands of your Council. Most of our

public men with few exceptions are so corrupt that

an appeal for right and justice has no weight, and the

cry for justice and mercy is treated with contempt.

God in heaven is no more respected. Our public men

hare made the capitalist our god, whom we are asked to

submit to and worship. Let me impress upon your minds

the fact that you do not seem to realize the serious

dangers that are ahead. Not every jack leg lawyer you



call on can solve this for you. The U. 3. Government,

through their agents, is striking us below the belt,

and have so disabled our politicians that they do

nothing else, but say that we have binding treaties with

the United states hence there is no danger. I desire

to say to you that these assertions are absurd, and

without argument to sustain them. The Dawes Commission

tell us that the Supreme Court of the United S tates has

decided that the Congress can repeal a treaty with the

consent of the Indians, just as they can any other law.

I recognize the fact that Congress may by legislation

abrogate a treaty, and change the form of our govern-

ment. While I admit this proposition, yet I contend

that such an act of Congress would not effect the title

of our land. And I would also have you to understand

that, while I recognize the fact that Congress can

repeal a treaty, yet the treaty does not stand legally

repealed until proper notice has been served stating

that on a certain date, such a treaty was made and with

whom it was made. Notice must first be given, you

thraugh proper authority that such legislation would

be enacted. Zithout such notice you can go into the

courts and contend for your rights under the treaty.

That a treaty is not repealed until such steps are



taken. There is a wide difference between our treaty

and the patent to our lands. The treaty means one thing

and the patent means another. The patent is for con-

sideration, the treaty merely a contract. For these

reasons I denounce motives which prompt men to contend

that after a generation has passed away, the compact

of a nation are no longer binding, and the land sold

to a people should not decend to their heirs, even

though a provision to that effect be stipulated in the

contract. I hold different views in regard to our

treaties, for while a patent is for a consideration,

a treaty is merely a contract, and can be held as

binding on succeeding generations. Hence I hold the

vanity and presumption of go7ernina ., beyond the grave

is the most ridiculous and insolent of all tyrannies,

unless by the consent of the living.

Man has no properity in man, neither has any

generation properity in a succeeding generation. Every

generation is and must be competent to all the purposes

which the occasion requires. It is the living that must

be protected. When man ceases to be his powers and his

wants cease with him, and having no longer any partici-

pations in the concerns of this world, he has no longer

any authority in directing how the intelest of those



who live shall be protected. Those who have not yet

arrived in it are as remote from each other as the

utmost stretch of mortal imagination can conceive.

—hat possible obligations then can exist between?

That rule or principle can be laid down that two

nonentities, the one out of existance, and the other

not an existance that is not absurd on its face. With

this before me, I can reach no logical conclusion

other than that the obligations of the United States

have not been carried out.

The United States Commission in their first

proposition to us, compared our condition to that of

the south in 1861, at the time that Alexander Stephens

one of the South's most eminent men, was chosen to

confer with President Lincoln and his cabinet. Every

proposition made by President Lincoln was rejected by

Stephens. President Lincoln then said to Mr. Stephens,

give me a piece of paper and on it I will write one

word, and the balance you suggest. He wrote the word

"Union." Comparing us with the outh, the Dawes

Commission made the proposition that they write one

word, and we could write one word, and we could write

the balance. They wrote the words "Territorial Form

of Government." Now, we claim the privilege of



writing the details. If the Commission adhere to their

proposition and admit us to write the balance we will

agree for them to write "Territorial Form of Government,"

then we will demand this privilege. We will hold the

right as to what shall be done with the -::lineral claims,

with townsites and non-citizens improvements. ';Te

will never consent for the L;hoctaw Nation to pay non-

citizens for their improvements.

I hold that the treaty, not the laws of this

nation, have given them any right or authority to erect

buildings, or make any other improvements here. They

cannot plead ignorance, because every man is supposed

to know the law. 	 'e will claim the rights promised

by the commission. If the United States Government

thinks the non-citizen should be paid for their

improvements then let the Government pay them. We

demand the right of saying how to dispose of our land.

If we be denied this privile ge we cannot yield to their

proposition. I deny that any corlplaint has been made

by the uneducated Indians to the authorities at

Washington that they are dissatisfied with the Indian

government. On the other hand the ITnited States

governilent claims through their agents, that they are

dissatitfied with our form of government. They doubt-



less do not refer to the regulation of our Indian govern-

ment, or the expense of running our courts, and the

legislature and other branches of our government. These

are paid by the Nation, not by the United States. The

charge is freely made that the U. S. government is

Placed at enormous expense in conducting the courts at

Ft. Smith, Paris and South McAlester. I believe the

cost is one-seventh of the entire amount expended for

judicial purposes of the U. S. government. Po blame

should be attached to the Indian for this outlay of

money. The Government by treaty stil?ulations has

guaranteed to protect us in the exercise of our privil-

edges as an independant autonomy. The only protection

we have had thus far is through the U. S. court at Ft.

Smith, presided over by Judge Parker. The different

kind of legislation proposed by the United States govern-

ment is for the avowed purposes of civilizing us. Can

not the U. 3. find subjects for its missionary work in

its own innediate borders? Governor Tog of Texas when

asked by an Oklahoma boomer his views in reg ard to

affairs here, said that the concerns of his own state

occupied his entire time, and that so long as the Indians

did not meddle with Te::as affairs, that he did not feel

called upon to interfere with the Indian or their land



tenure existing in the Territory. He says the ignorance

and outlawry .existing here is a menacing danger to the

borders of civilization (or ,Arkansas.) Have you ever

conceived how far Arkansas has advanced in civilization?

It is said that about a year ago that a minister of the

Gospel, a circuit rider, was riding through Governor

Fishhook's state and stopped at the residence of a pros-

perous farmer. Being a stranger, be made an inquiry in

regard to churches and Sunday schools. The farmer said

there was no such things in Arkansas. Are there no

ministers in this country? he asked. Ministers? I do

not know what they are. My son John killed some kind

of a varmint last night. I never saw one like it

before. May be it was a minister. You can look at

it yourself. It's hide is stretched on the back side

of the house. It is said this occurred in Governor

Fishback's state; yet he says that civilization

demands change in the Indian form of government, and

should come regardless of the Indian wishes.

In conclusion I feel it my duty to admonish

you, as your representative to act wisely upon this most

serious and absorbing question. Let the same fortitude

and good sense that has controlled you in the past, as

a people, animate you in the future. I feel that if



the U. S. Government grants all our wishes, we may

still he a happy and prosperous people, under the

proposed changed condition of affairs. Thatever is

doLe let us act like men, and leave the consequence

to that Supreme Being, that is ever ready to give

consolation and solace to the weak and helpless in the

hour of trouble and despondency. -- 'Tuskogee Phoenix.



THE TIILIHINA NEI:S

Talihina l Choctaw Nation
July 19, 1894
Vol. 3 No. 2
Parke & Grandy, Editors

LETTEE OF GELEN McCURTLIN

We take the following letter, ern'bod.ying the views
of the Hon. Greene McCurtain on the question of allotment,
from the Fort Smith Elevator:

Having been kindly tendered the use of your

columns to answer the reports in circulation that I

favored allotment and statehood, I will avail myself of

your offer to set forth my views on this subject.

My advice to my people was to extend to the Dawes

Commission every courtesy, and treat them with the respect

due their office, and get them to understand our conditions

and wants, and I still claim that it is but just that we do

so. It is but right that we should receive their propositions

and consider them well, and before we reject them we should

set forth our side of the case, as I am fully satisfied they

they dont understand the state of affairs here as well as

they think they do.

In all of !ajor Kidd's address to the Choctaw



people he nttackd J. J. McAlester because he has fenced

up large tracts of land. Now, Mr. 11Cfilester has become

wealthy by his own exertins, and in fencing land he has

violated no law of the Choctaw nation. He has Choctaw

childreL to provide for, and he has only exercised his

privileges, and the Choctaws are not"kicking"about it.

But what the Choctaws are opposed to is that non-citizens

without the least shadow of a right TO come into the

nation without permission and erect buildings, fence

lands, and make other improvements for which Major Kidd

says the nation must pay them.

These non-citizens are making these improvements

without authority of the law, and yet we must pay them

for their improvement, and at the same time (tetrive

T.CAlester of his ''50,000 income which he has accuired

legally.

The Choctaw people have not become so degenerate

as to rob their own citizens, even if Major Kidd of the

Dawes commissions desires them to do so. This is the

reason that I say that the Dawes commission does not

thoroughly understand our condition; for they wish us

to pay non-citizens for improvements made in violation

of law, and at the same breath ask us to deprive our

own citizens of property acquired honestly and legally.



before the Choctaws treat with the Dawes

commission I would suggest that the commission would

agree to the following propositions:

1st. That the commission bind themselves to

have all those non-citizens removed who have erected

buildings, fenced land, or made other improvements con-

trary to law; that their property be confiscated and sold

to the highest Choctaw or Chickasaw bidder, by an officer

of the United States, and the proceeds of the sale be

Paid into the United States treasury. 	 claim that the

Choctaws should not be made responsible to these men for

their improvements, for they came here with their eyes

open and knowing they were violating our laws, and they

have only themselves to blame, and the United States

Government through her officers, should not encourage

them to evade our laws.

2nd. That the government of the United States

should settle up with the Choctaws and Chickasaws, end

pay all that is due them -- all unsettled business.

would have the Dawes commission to agree to

these propositions, and their agreement confirmed by

the United States congress, before we treat with them

any further.

This would cause the Choctaw people to regain



that confidence in the good intentions of the United

States government which has been forfeited by the mani-

fest efforts of the commission to encourage intruders to

persist in making improvements in violation of our laws.

For the commission to agree to these propositions and

bind themselves to have such agreement confirmed by

congress, is the only way I can see to solve this

question. Other citizens may look at this matter in a

different light, and may see fit to make other propos-

itions as a basis to treat on, but as for me I am 1Nill-

ing to treat with the commission if the above conditions

are carried out.

As for the statement that I an in favor of state-

hood, it is false and without foundation. I am decidedly

oliTosed to it.

As to the other rumor, that I am a candidate for

governor, it is equally untrue. I have never had an

opportunity to decline the office for the simple reason

that it was never offered to me.

GREENE McCUTTAIN.

Sans Bois, I. T.

July 3, 1894.



SOUTH McALESTER CITITitL

South McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, Aug. 2, 1894.
Vol. 1. No. 37.
W. G. D. Hinds, Editor.

EDITORIAL ON SPEECH OF GREEN McGURT1_IN

Green McCurtain's speech was delivered too

soon. He thought his people were friendly to a

change, and he had better flop over on that side,

but after it was delivered he found out different,

and immediately penned a letter to the Elevator

denying the fact that he was advocating a change.

He does not deny making the speech, but says it

was misconstrued. For the benefit of those who did

not see the speech in question, we quote the follow-

ina from it just to see if any fair-minded man can

see any room for misinterpretation: ',While right

and justice is on our side we are unable to defend

ourselves against the danr,ers now approaching. These

circumstances lead me to believe that unless we take

some measure of arriving at amicable solution of the

question involved between us and the Dawes commiss-

ion, congress will likely do some rash act which



will be unjust to us as a People. These reasons

have forced me to the conclusion that it is of ut-

most importance that we meet the commission fairly,

present clearly our views aid make it so plain that

they could understand our wants, and would be en-

abled to arrive at some sort of an adjustment with

them. I am led to believe that, if we can agree on

anything with this commission, that such an agree-

ment will be carried out by congress, even if it

should postpone any material action for some time

to come." If that isn't a plea for them to treat

we haven't a name for it. The honorable McCurtain

has long been noted for his wishy-washy views, and

this instance is no exception to the rule. But

perhaps he is trying to gain the reputation that

the late James G. Blaine had for writing letters.



THE CADDO BANNER

Caddo, Indian Territory,
Choctaw Nation
September 26, 1894
Volume 4 No. 39
J. Y. Schenck Editor

EDITORIAL 0: GREEN. -_ -_cCUETAIN

Gratitude is a lost art. Guthrie, when Col.

D. Y. Ross didn't have a cent hired him at a good

salary and expenses to look after her interests at

Thshington. He caught on to another job at the

same time and worked it on Guthrie's salary and

expense money, and from the "Chic and Choc" steel

got 05,000 for lobby work. The moment he got the

money he shook the Guthrie dust from his sandals.

Since Guthrie started him in business at Washington

and kept him up while he was working that 05,000 deal,

gratitude should have prompted him to have spent at

least ±;27 5,000 of his rake-off in Guthrie real estate

and to have shown some concern for the people whose

money started him in 7ashington on the high-rolling

way to fortune. -- Guthrie Capital.

The Capital is mistaken about Col. Ross get -

ting 475,000 of the "Chic and Choc" steal. koss was



just simply a straw man and probEbly got w500 for

the use of his name, LcCurtain et al Eocketed the

balance. Ross was known at the national capital as

a cheap, yes very cheep, lobbyist and 4500 would

have made his eyes snap. _cCurtti.n, et al, got

about „ri:500,000 of the lease district money, which they

should be compelled to refund to the people or have

the worth of it taken in "hide"froiil their bccks.



CLARMIORE PROGRESS

Claremore, Indian Territory
October, 13, 1894
Vol. 2 	 No. 36
Editors name not given

EDITORIld, ON GREILN MCCUBTAIN

Ex-Governor Jonest last message and Green

McCurtaints report to the Choctaw council, both favor

treating with the Dawes Commission. Mr.  M".cCurtain

says that the next Congress is bound to act in the

matter and any terms that they can make with the

commission would be preferable to allowing Congress

to adjust the matter. He recommends the Choctaws to

individualize their land, its title to remain in the

Choctaw Nation for twenty-five years, then a title

to be given each individual and that they hold onto

their present form of governmenr for twenty-five years;

that town sites be located and that all persons living

within their limits pay a certain sum annually for their

use, and at the end of twenty-five years the lots and

improvements thereon be sold to the highest bidder

and the money to be divided equally per capita to

citizens by blood; wants the United States to appro-

priate money to survey and allot the lands in such a



manner as the Choctaws deem best and put each allottee

in peaceful and complete possession of same; that

the United States be asked to establish and maintain

a government school at some central point in the

Territory to accommodate 1,000 pupils and run it

twenty—five years; that a delegate be sent to Congress,

paid by the United States government and elected by

the Choctaws, said delegate to be a Choctaw; that the

United States be asked to appropriate 100,000 annually

during the next twenty-five years for the education of

the Choctaws and negroes, and demanding a period of

five years to get ready to allot the land.

Incoming Governor Gardiner in his first message

strongly advises against treating with the Dawes

Commission, and accepts the result of the late election

as the verdict of the people on the question.
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To the 'Honorable W. N. Tones,

Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation.

The law under which I was appointed delegate, requires

me to make an annual re ort to you, of all matters in my charge,

and accordingly I herewith submit, for your consideration my

views and recaJic,endations of the present needs and conditions of

our nation.

In examining any problem, or in passing upon any question

of public importance, it is necessary for us all to be perfectly

frank and to speak that, and that only, which we believe to be

true, and so I have said in this re -)ort things T do not relish,

and recommended changes which, if we were a more powerful nation,

I might not recommend.



I want to say in the beginning that the general sentiment

at Washington, from the president down, is favorable to us. The

United States Government does not desire to wrong us, nor to see

us wronged, and I believe, if our only enemies were in Washington,

we would remain as we have been for a good many years to come.

But the danger which threatenes us, and which will finally overran

us, is the influx of white people into our country. This tide

of emigration was stronger last year than the year before; it is

stronger this year than last; it will be stronger next year than

this. And it is evident to any man, who will open his eyes and

speak honestly, that it will take but a few years until our country

will be literally overrun with them. Indeed this is the present

condition of the Chickasaw Nation. And so as officers of our

government we ought to have the moral courage to face this Question

and fortify against this danger, and if in our power avert it

entirely. 	 et us examine the cause of this influx of emigration,

and why it is dangerous and knowing the cause we may effect a

remedy.

There is no doubt but that a large majority of the emi-

grants who come into our borders, are after free lands and free

homes. Eiany of them are honestly mistaken in the belief that

the Choctaws have no patent to these lands, while a large majority

of them have no regard for patents, titles or sacred rights, but

are simply descendants of that pushing, adventurous people who



have always kept on the out-skirts of civilization, from the time

it commenced on the atlantic, destined as it was; to cover the

country to the Pacific.

The countries of the five civilized tribes are the largest

in size now in Possession of Indians; they are moreover, the last,

and hence under the influence of this universal desire to acauire

something for nothing, they have Come, and are coming, and will

continue to come, upon our lands, as long as we hold them in common,

as the tribes now do. It is no use to ask why don't the United

States keep them out? It is the part of wisdom for us to protect

ourselves, so far as it is in our power.

After careful consideration I submit the following as a

remedy for the impending danger:

In the first place I am unalterably opposed to a terri-

torial form of government, and my simple reason is, that the whites

would out-number and out-vote 7.1s, and it would be but a few years

until the laws and usages of such a government would make a majority

of the Indians homeless paupers and without friends. If the Choc-

taw people are to ever come to that condition, it will be without

my advice, and over my opposition.

That then do T recommend?

First. I recommend that we individualize all of our lands,

that is, that all the lands be classified into first, second and

third grades, and that the Choctaws be numbered (and reserving



forty acres a piece for negroes who were adopted and registered),

and that every Choctaw take an eual amount of each grade of lard.

I am in favor of maintaining our present tribal government with

such modifications as the holding of our lands in severalty may

require. I think it would be '71T)olitic, to put it mildly, to change

our government. If wc. changed, as said above, the whites would out

vote us and hence rule us. The history of the Indian is the same

as the white man; it elevates and developes an Indian to elect him

governor, or to any other important office. The responsibilities

of office, however imperfectly carried out, leave the man a better

man; other people have respected him and he will respect himself,

and hence, while there are exceptions, it nevertheless is a fact,

that the general result of holding office is to elevate and make

men better. Now the only way for an Indian to hold office is to

keep our present tribal government, and even if we make mistakes

it injures ourselves only.

No one will deny that our government is in every way a

better re7ublican form of government today than it was twenty-five

years ago. The improvement may be slow, but if it is sure, all our

friends should be satisfied, and we need not try to please or satisfy

our enemies.

But if we accept a territorial form of government the whites

will hold all the offices and the Indian will soon feel no interest

in the government, because he can exert no influence in its manage-

ment.



This is exactly what happened to the Choctaws who remained

in Mississippi. They are there to-day without political prestie

or influence, and havn't as high ideas of independence or govern-

ment as they had under their old hereditary chiefs.

That the whites will rule or ruin, is evidenced bL the negro

in the South, with but the fewest exceptions, the negro has no interest

or influence in the government o'ver him, other than the dollar or

two he receives on election day for his vote. It is to avoid a condi-

tion like this that I favor maintaining our present tribal govern-

ment. If the object of all government be to elevate then I say it

is better for us to maintain our tribal government with all its imperfec- .

tions, and where we are the rulers, than to become a part of a

territorial government, when we will be appealed to on .election day to

vote for an alien to rule over us.

When the lands have been divided and each Choctaw put in

possession of his land, give him to understand that it is his, and

that it is all he has and that he can do what he Pleases with it,

except sell it, or encumber it with leases for a longer period than

five years. But let the title to these lands remain in the Choctaw

Nation for twenty-five years, at the expiration of which time a

patent in fee will issue from the Choctaw Nation to each allottee

or his legal descendants. 2Lnd in case there are no legal heirs, it

will become a part of the public domain. my reasons for leaving

the title in the Choctaw Nation for twenty-five years are because



the "Dawes Act" makes the Indian's land inalienable for that period;

but unfortunately one congress makes the Indian's land inalienable

for twenty-five years, then the white man comes in and buys the Indian's

right to the land for a small sum, because he says to the Indian,

you have no fee simple title; you have only a sort of life interest

in the land, and hence I cannot give you as much as I would if you

had a fee simple title.

So the Indian sells, and then the next Indian appropriation

bill will contain a clause alloying a certain Indian tribe, who

had taken lands under the "Dawes Act," to sell all or a part of

their lands. Anyone who doubts this statement can satisfy himself

by reading the Indian appropriations bills, passed since the "Dawes

Act" became a law.

Again it will be better for the title to re:rilain in the

Choctaw Nation, because it cannot be legislated away by congress,

and if the object of the legislation is to protect the Indian in

all his rights this course will do it. Again for all practical

lirposes the Indian will be an individual land owner. He will

know that whatever improvements he makes will be for him and his

heirs after him, because the Indian will not be afraid to trust to

his own governme, to give him at the end of the time a fee simple

title to his land. He would not have that confidence in the United

States. T wish to aIi .3 suggestions, under this head of dividing

the land for your consideration. The first is that at certain points



to be selected in the way you may deem best, that the townsites

be located, that these townsites be divided into lots of given

dimensions, and that all persons living within their limits, pay

a certain sum annually for their use; this sum to go into the

National Treasury for governmental support, and that it be under-

stood that at the end of twenty-five years the lots with the build-

ings thereon will be sold to the highest bidder, and the money

be divided among the Choctaws by blood.

Another suggestion is, that all the royalties arising from

minerals of every kind go into the National Treasury for slipport

of the government. The adoption of these two suggestions will free

us from the machinations and chicanery of the speculator and sharper

in the division of our lands. It will also insure an equal divide

in our common property, a thing every fair man will appreciate.

As we purpose leaving the title to all our lands in the Choctaw

Yation, the title to townsites and mineral lands will be safe. But

if you allow these mineral lands and townsites to be subject to

entry, then the scheming white man, in conjunction with the educataci

Indian, will manipulate all the townsites and mineral lands, and

the full blood will get nothing.

On the general question of sharing in money and lands the

Choctaw Nation must be the final and sole judge. She alone must

say who are Choctaws. The question whether inter-mnrried whites

shall have equal rights with Choctaws by blood, is one I leave



with you, ,adding only this, that the treaty gives them no land or

money, and that whatever they take in the division will be as a

gift from the Choctaw people.

The Choctaws shall also be the sole judge of the qualifi-

cation of registered negroes to select land.

As the United States seem to be especially anxious to survey

our lands, having appropriated 00,000 to survey our lands in the

Indian Territory last session of congress, it might be well to ask

them to supplement that appropriation with an a,punt sufficient

to survey all our land, and in such a manner and form as we shall

deem for our best interest. And the United States should agree

also to put each allottee in peaceble and complete possession of his

land, and to enact such legislation as will during the twenty-five

years, free the Indians from the encroachr:ents of all intruders.

Especially would I ask you to be guarded in whatever you do along

this line, and that in securing these rights that you have the best

legal talent at your command.

As a territorial form of government will be established

over us at the end of twenty-five years, and as such territorial

government will include all the tribes in the Indian Territory, the

United states should be asked to establish and maintain a gover-

ment school at some central point in the territory with a capacity

of one thousand students, so that the several tribes will have such

an acquaintance with each other as shall fit and qualify them to



enter into and form a common government for all.

As it is now, the Choctaw knows little or nothing about

the Creek, and the Chickasaw never sees the Cherokee, and the 3emin-

ole cares nothing for any of the other tribes. But a school repre-

sented by each tribe, according to their population would, in

twenty-five years, make every tribe have more or less acquaintance

with all the others, and thus fit them to become good and congenial

citizens in a common government.

As these changes will put us in closer relations with the

United States, we should be allowed a delegate in congress. That

in the election of this delegate no one shall be allowed to vote

who is not a citizen land owner, either by blood, adoption or marriage

with an Indian of one of the tribes of the territory; and that no

one but a qualified, voter shall be eligible for the office. This

delegate will be paid by the United States and will have the privi-

lege of the floor of the house, and will thus be in a position to

defend our rights and sec -Are .roper legislation for us.

As education is the main hope of the Indian becoming an inde-

7)endent and respectable citizen of the dnited States and such a voter

as will exercise a good influence in the government,- recommend

that the United States be asked to appropriate one hundred thousand

dollars annually, during the next twenty-five years, to be expended,

one-half for the benefit of Choctaws only, under the supervision

of the 7,uperintendent of Indian schools for the United States at



-echanical and agricultural schools without the limits of the

Choctaw Nation; the other half shall be expended under the direction

of the Board of Education of the Choctaw Nation, a part of which

shall support neighborhood schools, both for Choctaw and negro

citizens,,and in consideration of such appropriations the Choctaws

will relinquish all their right, title and interest in and to what

is known as the leased district and Greer county, Texas.

In order that as little loss may result as possible to all

parties by reason of the changes herein contemplated, a period of

five years should be allowed for all parties to arrange their

possessions and prepare for these changes.

finally we should act in conjunction with other tribes,

if we can; but independently if they will not co-operate with us.

Whatever is done, should be done carefully, honestly and

Patriotically, looking to the best interests of all.

Let us be true to ourselves, and the United States will not

deny- to us a chance to work out a political salvation, which shall

ultiLlately end in an Indian state.

That the clouds are dark I do not deny: that the power of

the selfish politician is great is admitted. But if we will arm

ourselves with courage, and meet these questions as men, we shall

yet preserve our government for ourselves and our children's children.

In conclusion, I say that these are my suggestions and recom-

mendations and if anyone have any to offer that are better, I say,



offer them and let us have the benefit of them.

GT177N rCOUT)TAIN,

De legate.

N. B. AINSWORTH,

1.cting Delegate.
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The McCurtain scheme would be the most effectual bar to the

progress of the territory that could be raised. ,ho would improve

a town lot on which he must not only pay an annual rental, but

which, at the end of twenty-five years is put up at auction, together

with such improvements as might have been made upon it?

urtain does not attewlpt to explain in his report

y the different tresuries of the five tribes, despite the large

sums raised in different ways and derived  from interest on funds

with the United States, are empty and each of the nations, except

the Seminoles, burdened with large debts— lie does not tell us

that while this is true, ex-officials of the several tribes, who

have been for years working for the government at not very great

salaries are able to purchase and fit up fine mansions in the cities

of neighboring states.



WE SHOTED some time since from figures in published report

of the Indian agent, that the educational system of the Chickasaws

is the costliest in existence, each scholar being educated at the

cost of 25.00 per nonth. And yet Yr. McCurtain contends that this

costly system should be continued, simply that ambitious Indians

might have a sinch on the offices, sAlat do the non-office seeking

Chickasaws say of this? Do you want your part of the public funds

wasted in this lavish manner, simply that the IficCurtains and their

kind nay enrich themselves at public expense through the office

they may get into? Don't you think that if you had ±425.00 you

could send one child to a pretty good school for five months an,:

have some money left? Yet this is the sum you are Paying as a

nation for very imperfect and unsatisfactory schooling.

ON OUR eight page we publish the report of Green McCurtain,

Choctaw dele te to 7:ashington. This report shows that the writer

realizes that some change must and will be made, but is in line with

the usual. Indian policy in effecting treaties with the United States,

which is always to ask for everything on earth, with the expecta-

tion of being met with a counter Proposition as far below the mark

as the Indian offer is abcr7e, then each party to mal‹-e compromises

until a middle ground is reached, as advantageous as possible to

the treating parties. It is the plea of a boodler for a longer hold

upon the :aoney bags of the nation. It is the cry of one who seeks



to continue for twenty-five more years the looting of the public

treasury by the officials. It is in some of its passages an insult

to the intelligence of the indians, classing them on a level with

the negroes of the south in ignorance, stupidity and inability to

look out for themselves. It is hardly necessary to vast time

comnenting on it, for the propositions set u7-_, are so manifestly absurd

that they need no argument to overthrow them -- they rill fall of

their own weakness. Mr. McCurtain has made an attempt to please

all elements in his report. He will please none.
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REPORT OF GREEN MC CURTAIN TO 7. Y. JONES

Sans Bois, I. rn
1

October 1, 1894

To the Honorable . N. Jones

Principal Chief of the Choc. Nat.

The 	ich I was aoDointed delegate

requires me to make an annual re -;Dort to yol of all

matters in my charge, and accordingly I herewith

sub_it, for your conaideration,ray views and recom-

mendations of the ;resent needs and conditions of

our nation.

In eypmining any problem, or in - ssinL upon

an cr.estion o -1" 	importance, it is necessary

for us all to be perfec -Gly frank and speak that, i,nd

tht 	 _ich we believe to be true, and so I have

said in this report things I do not relish, and recon-

4



-mended changes, Which, if we were a more powerful

nation, I might not recommend.

I want to say in the beginning that the general

sentiment at Washington, from the president down, is

favorable to us.	 The United States government does

not desire to wrong us, nor to see us wronged, and I

believe, if our only enemies were in Washington, we

would remain as we have been for a good many years to

came.	 But the danger which threatens us is the influx

of white people into our country. 	 This tide of emigrat-

ion was stronger last year than the year before; it

is stronger this year than last, and it will stronger

next year than this.	 And it is evident to any man,

who will open his eyes end speak honestly, that it will

take but a fel-, years until our country will be literally

overrun with them,	 Indeed, this is the present con-

dition of the Chickasaw nation.	 And so, as officers

of our government, we ought to have the moral courage

to face this question and fortify against -Lis danger and

if in our power avert it entirely. Let us examine the

cause of this influx of eLigration, and why it is dangerous,

and knowing the cause we may be able to effect a remedy.

There is no dJubt but that a large majority of



the emigrants who ooze into our borders are after

free land and free homes. Many of them are honestly

mistaken in the belief that the Choctaws have no

patent to these lands, widle a large majority of them

have no regard for patents, titles or sacred rights,

but are simply descendant of that pushing, adventurous

people who have always kept on the crtskirts of civili-

zaTion from the time it commenced on the Atlantic,

destined as it was, to cover the country to the

Pacific.

The countries of the five civilized tribes are

the largest in size now in possession of Indians; they

are, moreover, the last, and hence under the influence

of this universal desire to acquire something for noth-

ing, they have came, and are Doming, and will continue

to come upon our lands as long as we hold them in

common, as the tribes now do. 	 It is no use to ask

why don't the United States keep them out? It is

the part of wisdom for us to protect ourselves, so

far as it is in our power.

After careful consideration I submit the follow-

ing as a remedy for the impending danger.

After careful consideration I submit the follow-



ing as a remedy for the impending danger;

In the first place I am unalterably opposed

to a territorial farm of government, and my simple

reason is that the whites would out number and out

vote us, and it would be but a few years until the

laws and usages of such a government would make a

majority of the Indians homeless paupers end with-

out friends. 	 If the Choctaw people are to ever

come to that condition, it will be without my advice,

and over my opposition.

What then do I recommend?

First. 	 I recommend that we individualize all

of our land, that is, that all the lands be classified

into first, second and third grades, and that the

Choctaws be numbered (and reserving forty acres apiece

for 'those negroes who were adopted rnd registered,

and that every Choctaw take an equal amount of each

grade of land. 	 I am in favor of maintaining our

present tribal government with such modifications as

the holding of our lands in severalty may require.

I think it would be impolitic, to put it mildly, to

change our government. 	 If we changed, as said above,

the whites would out vote us and hence rule us. 	 The



history of the Indian is the same as the white man;

it elevates and develops an Indian to elect him gover-

nor, or to any other important office. 	 The respon-

sibilities of office, 	 however imperfectly carried

out, leave the man a better man; other people have

respected him and he will respect himself, end hence,

while there are exceptions, it nevertheless is a fact

that the general result of holding office is to elevate

and make men better. 	 Now the only way for an Indian

to hold office is to keep our present tribal government

and even if we make mistakes they injure ourselves only.

No one will deny that our government is in every

way a better republican form of government today than

it was twenty five years ago. 	 The improvement may 	 be

slow, but is is sure; all our friends should be satis-

fied, and we need not try to please or satisfy our

enemies.

But if we accept a territorial form of govern-

ment the whites will hold all the offices end the

Indian will soon feel no interest in the government,

because he can exert no influence in its management.

This is exactly what happened to the Choctaws

who remained in Yississippi. 	 They are there today



without political prestige or influence, and haven't as

high ideas of indeendence or government as they had

under their old hereditary chiefs.

That the whites will rule or ruin is evidenced

by the negroe in the South, where, with but the fewest

exceptions, he has no interest or influence in the

government over him, other than the dollar or two

he receives on election day for his vote. 	 It is to

avoid a condition like this that I favor maintaining

Our present tribal government. 	 If the object of all

government be to elevate, then I say that it is better

for us to maintain our tribal government with all its

imperfections, and where we are the rulers than to

become a part of a territorial government, when we will

only be appealed to on election day to vote for an alien

to rule over us.

Then the lands have been divided and each Choctaw

put in possession of his land, give him to understand

that it is his, and that it is all he has and that he

can do what he pleases with it, except sell it, or

incumber it with leases for a longer period than five

years. 	 But let the title of these lands remain in the

Choctaw nation for twenty-five years, at the expira-



tion of which time a patent in fee will issue from

the Choctaw nation to each allottee or his legal

descendants. 	 And in ease there are no legal heirs,

it will become a part of the public domain. 	 My rea-

sons for leaving the title in the Choctaw nation for

twenty-five years, are, because the "Dawes Act" makes the

the Indian's lands inalienalle for that period; but

unfortunately, one cor_gress makes the Indian's land

inalienable for twenty-five years, then the White men

comes in and buys the Indian's title to the land for

a small sum, because he says to the Indian, you have no

fee simple title; you have only a sort of a life interest

in the land, and hence I can't give you as much as I

would if you had a fee simple title. 	 So the Indian

sells, and then the next Indian appropriation bill

will contain a clause allowing a certain Indian tribe,

who had taken lands under the "Dawes Act," to sell all

or part of their lends. 	 Any one who doubts this

statement can satisfy himself by reading the Indian

appropriation bills, passed since the"Dawes Act," to

became a law. 	 Again, it will be better for the title

to remain in the Choctaw nation, because it can be

legislated away by congress, and if the object of the



legislation is to protect the Indian in all his

rights this course will do it. 	 Again, for all

practical purposes the Indian will be an individual

land owner. Fe will know that whatever improvements he

he makes will be for him and his heirs after him,

because the Indian will not be afraid to trust his

own government to give him at the end of the time a

fee simple title to his land. 	 He would not have

that .confidence in the United States. 	 I wish to

add two suggestions, under this heac of dividing the

land for your consideration. 	 The first is, that 	 at

certain points to be selected in the way you may deem

best, that town sites be located, that these town

sites be divided into lots of given dimensions, and

that all persons living within their limits pay a cer-

tain sum annually for their use; this sum to go into

the national treasury for governmental support, and

that it be understood that at the end of twenty-five

years, the lots with the buildings thereon will be

sold to the highest bidder, and the money to be divi-

ded among the Choctaws by blood.

Another suggestion is, that all the royalties

rrising from minerals of every kind go into the national

treasury for support of the government. 	 The adoption of



these two suggestions will free us from the machinations

and chicanery of the seculator and sharper in the

divisions of our lands. 	 It will also insure an equal

divide in our common property, a thing every fair man

will appreciate. 	 As we purl.ose leaving the title to

all our lands in the Choctaw nation, the title to town

sites and mineral lands will be safe. 	 But if you

allow these mineial lands and town sites to be subject

to entry, then the scheming White man, in conjunction

with the educated Indian, will manipulate all the town

sites and mineral lands, and the full blood will get

nothing.

On the general question of sharing in lends and

monies the Choctaw nation must be the final and sole

judge. 	 She alone must say who are Choctaws. 	 The

question of whether inter-married wl-Ates shall have

equal rights with Choctaws by blood, is one I leave 7:ith

you, adding only this, that the treaty gives them no land

or money, and whatever they take in the division will be

as a gift from the Choctaw people.

The Choctaws shall also be the sole judge of the

Qualification of registered negroes to select land.

As the United States seems to be especially



anxious to survey our lands, having appropriated

$30,000 to survey the land in the Indian Territory

1st session of congress, it might •be well to ask

them to supplement that appropriation with an a=unt

sufficient to survey all our Ind, and in such manner

and form as we shall deem for cur best interest.

And the United States should agree also to put each a

allottee in peacable possession of his land, and to

enact such legislation as will during the twenty-five

years, free the Indians from the encroachments of all

intruders. 	 Especially would I ask you to be guarded

in whatever you do along this line, and that in curing

these rights you have the best legal talent at your

commmand.

As a territorial form of government will be

established over us at the end of twenty-five years,

and as such territorial government will include all

the tribes in the Indian Territory, the United States

should be asked to establish and maintain a government

school at some central point in the territory with a

cal)acity of 1,000 students, so that the several tribes

shall have such en acquaintance with each other as shall

fit and qualify them to eater into and form a common

government for all.



As it is now the Choctaw knows little or

nothing about the Creek, the Chickasaw neyer sees

the Cherokee s and the Sehlinole cares nothing for any

of the other tribes. 	 But a school represented by

each tribe, according to their population would, in

twenty-five years, make every tribe have more or

less acquaintance with all the others and thus fit

them to became good and congenial citizens in a com-

mon government.

As these changes will put us in closer relations

with the United States, we should be allowed a delegate

in congress. 	 That in the election of this delegate

no one shall be allowed to vote who is not a citizen

land owner, either by blood, adoption or marriage with

an Indian of one of the tribes of the territory; and

that no one but a qualified voter shall be eligible

for the office. 	 This delegate will be paid by the

United States and will have the privilege of the

floor of the house and will thus be in a position to

defend our rights and secure proper legislation for us.

As education is the main hone of the Indian

becoming an independent and resp-ctable citizen of the

United States and such a voter as will exercise good



influence in the government, I reconmend that the

United States be asked to appropriate $100,000 annually,

during the next twenty-five years, to be expended,

one-half for the benefit of Choctaws, only under the

supervision of the superintendent of -Indian schools

for the United States at mechanical and agricultural

schools without the limits of the Choctaw nation;

the other half shall be expended under the direction

of the Board of Education of the Choctaw Nation, a

part of which shall support neighborhood schools,

both for Choctaws and negroe citizens, and in consid-

eration of such appropriations the Choctaws will

relinquish all their right, title and interest in and

to what is known as the leased district and Greer

county, Texas.

In order that as little loss may result as

possible to all parties by reason of the changes here-

in contemplated, a period of five years should be

allowed for all parties to arrange their possessions

and prepare for these changes.

And finally we should act in conjunction with

the other tribes if we can; but independently if

they will not co-oLerate with us.



Whatever is done should be done carefully,

honestly and patriotically, looking to the best

interests of all.

Let us be true ourselves and the United

States will not deny to us a chance to work out

a political salvation which shell ultimately end in

an Indian state.

That the clouds are dark I do not deny, that

the power of the selfish politician is great is admit-

ted, but if we will arm ourselves with courage and

meet these questions as men, me shell yet preserve

our government for ourselves and our children's child-

ren.

Ir conclusion, I say that these are my sug-

gestions and recommendations and if anyone has any

to offer that are better, I say offer them, and let us

have the benefit of them.

Green McCurtain,

Delegate

N. B. Ainsworth,

Acting 1)elegate.
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Eufaula, Indian Territory
Friday, ,Tune 29, 1894
Vol. 18 	 No. 26
K. W. Whitmore, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN MCCUR=N

Green MCCurtain, treasurer of the Choctaw

nation, a very prominent Indian and a candidate for

governor at the coming election ; has come out boldly

and publicly in advocating statehood for the Indian

territory. He says statehood is inevitable and the

Indian had as well commence to prepare to become

United States citizens, The late strike has exhausted

the national the national funds, leaving the nation

in a bad fix, and the authorities have given orders

forbidding the issuance of any more permits to

non— itizens.



SOUTH McALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, July 12, 1894.
Vol. 1. No. 33.
W. D. D. Hinds, Editor.

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

San Bois, T. T.,

July 8.

There are many conflicting reports thro-

ugh the country as to the position of Hon. Green

McCurtain on the allotment question. Your corres-

pondent called on him and informed him of the re-

ports, and asked him if he had any objections to

stating his views. He said: "Certainly not," and

stated them substantially as follows:

I am not entirely opposed to allotment,

and yet am not in favor of its being done altogether

by the United States. I am in favor of my people

selecting a commission to meet the Dawes Commission,

and to suggest the terms of allotment; and arrange

it so that the Indian's interest shall be well pro-

tected. I say further that the people do not under-

stand the situation; that when the matter is men-



tioned they at once run to the treaty, and say it

will Protect them, and that the United States can

not violate its solemn promise. I have tried to

get my people to understand that if they refuse to

act. Congress may act for them soon.

While P. S. Lester Esq., was at this place

a few days ago, the guest of Mr. McCurtain, he went

out for a walk alone, a very unsafe thing for him

to do at any time, and a two year old bull butted

him down, and he had to call on r_cCurtain to come

to the rescue. It was pathetic to hear him call:

"Greene, Oh! Greene,".



MINCO MINSTREL

Minco, Chickasaw Nation, I. T.
Friday, October 26, 1894
Vol. 5 No. 17
Lewis N. Hornbeck, Editor

NEWS ITEM OF GREEN McCURTAIN & W. N. JONES

Green McCurtain and Gov. Jones of the Choctaw

Nation, favor treating with the Dawes Commission, but

Gov. Gardner the new chief, vigorously opposes it.

Ordinarily Green McCurtain is a power in the Choctaw

Nation, and the Choctaws look upon him as one of

their safest advisers, but it remains to be seen if

he has the influence to convince them of the unwelcome

approach of their disolution, and of the necessity

of themselves adopting a change. We believe he is

right, but many of the leading Indians think not,

and the matter is theirs and is for their own dis-

posal.
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