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SPEECH OF GREEN Lc CURTAIN TO THE PEOPLE

All citizens of the Choctaw Nation Aho have

the interest of their country at heart, who love

their Constitution and would uphold their laws are

respectively invited to give their serious attention

to the few facts in regard to coal claims which we

will endeavor to present.

It is evident that the matter of coal claims

and coal mining is bearing an important part in the

affairs of our Nation. Suits and disputes concerning

the claims are continually coming up before our courts.

In fact so notorious have these claims and counter

claims become that it is attracting the attention of

the general mess of the people who have heretofore

been in ignorance of the vastness of the coal interest

of the Choctaw Nation. 	 t is leading the people to

inquire more closely into these affairs. And what

do you suppose will be the result of their investigation.

It must and necessarily will be a total revolution of



this whole coal business. 	 And to further the change

I have taken this occasion to speak to the general

public, to the mass of the people who are receiving

no benefit from these mines.

This question has become of national importance

and will certainly be agitated at our next General

Council and, will then either receive its quietus, or

be brought before the people to be decided by their

vote. 	 I have made this coal business a subject of

thought and study in the past, and in the future I

shall devote all my time and energy to the solution

of it, and I shall now endeavor to show why I advocate

the Nation assuming entire control of the mines;

1. 	 These claims are a source of bickering

and Quarrels, which usually terminate in long and

expensive law suits, creating bad feelings among our

people, causing many to use unfair prid dishonorable

means in obtaining their ends. 	 _o matter how old

and well established a claim may be, there are

always some who can establish a prior right to it

even if they have to bribe witnesses to do so. 	 As

the most of these claimants, with a few exceptions,

are white citizens, whenever a suit may go against



them in our courts, it has become the custom not to

take the judgment of the court as final, but they

appeal to the Department at 7ashington, and endeavor

to have the matter settled there. 	 This we must all

admit is a very dangerous Proceeding. 	 It imperils

our liberty, our right of self government, it establishes

a precident that must sooner or later cause our ruin.

Continuing to bring these matters before the Department

will lead them to think eventually that we are incapable

of controlling our own affairs, and will give the De-

partment a Pretext to interfere in questions that will

be fatal to our self-government. 	 We should have as

little recource to the U. S. Government as -possible.

Let us always strive to be independent.

2. 	 Now let us examine the Constitution in regard

to these coal claims. 	 In the _eneral provision we find

that any citizen or citizens who may find any mine or

mines, have exclusive right and privilege to work the

same so long as he may choose within one mile in any

direction from his work or Liorovement. 	 Now this first

and only provision is violate in the very letter and

intention. 	 Instead of working a 	 in every direction.

There is a vest difference between any and every. 	 Any 



from its deviation means one. 	 Any direction means

one directi on. 	 "Every" mean, just the contrary.

And all claims and contracts made otherwise are

unconstitutional.

3. 	 The constitution permits the citizens to

work his claim so long as he may choose, 	 but he

does not choose to work it there is no provision allow-

ing him to sell it. 	 The treaty especially and distinct-

ly asserts that no land is held in common. 	 No portion

of it can be sold.

Whereas under a patent made by the U. S. Govern-

ment, Dated March 23, 1842, granting to the Choctaw

Nation a title in fee simple to lands west of the

Mississippi River, particularily described in said

patent, to be held in common.

And whereas the treaty of June 22, 1855, the

Chickasaw tribe have been secured, by agreeent of

the Choctaws, in an undivided interest in the lands

granted to the Choctaw Nation, under said patent in

fee simple, to be held in common by said Choctaws and

Chickasaws, mutually and jointly.

Therefore everything within the soil or pertain-

ing to the soil must so with it in an unqualified



alieniation of it. 	 And what is coal but a portion

of the soil? 	 I defy any person to prove it other-

wise. 	 It is as much a portion of the soil as the

clay, sand, rock and other ingredients that compose

the land on which we tread. 	 When we sell a coal

claim we are in fact selling land. 	 And we all know

the penalty for so doing. 	 Then we sell a farm we

only sell the improvements. All the improvements

that could be sold about a mine would be the shaft

and that is the property of the company. 	 Hence to

sell a mine would be nothing more or less than

-selling our land. 	 Our lands are held in common

and this should be the fundamental principleto

guide us in all our affairs.

4. 	 There is another matter in regard to these

mines that is of paramount importance, end which is

too generally overlooked, either intentionally or

through ignorance, and that is neither our constitution

nor laws, make any TTrovision for the leasing of these

mines by individuals to the company. 	 In fact it is

plainly in violation of our lease law to do so. 	 They

have no more right to lease mines than the farmers

have to lease their farms. 	 We have no laws favoring



any set or class of men. 	 It would be a very unfair

and unjust law that would prohibit one class of men

(farmers) from leasing their farms, and at the same

time to permit other class (mine owners) to lease

their mines. 	 And I am confident that all these leases

can be rescinded. 	 It is not the same as contracts

made by the Nation or by authority of the Nation.

They are merely leases made by individuals not only

without authority of law, but plainly in violation of it.

Because of the reasons above stated, and because

of numerous other causes v:hich I shall not now endea-

vor to explain, I advocate a relinquishment of all

the coal claims to the :Eition, and depriving individuals

of any interest in them. 	 To do this of course will

require a change in the constitution; and this can be

easily and speedily accomplished by a vote of the people.

The evils arising from these coal claims are becoming

so numerous and imminent that they will have to speedily

be checked or our liberties will be in danger. 	 The

people are becoming throw;hly disgusted with the whole

business and they desire a chance. 	 I shall use all 	 my

power to bring these matters 'Plainly before the people,

and when it comes for the people to express their o:inion

by means of the ballot box, then this coal combination



will go under in one great ruin.

I know many will argue that a change in the

constitution 	 not affect those individuals who

already have coal claims. 	 But they must remember

that none of these claimants have complied with the

constitution. 	 They have located their claims in

violation of the constitution and have leased them

contrary to our laws. 	 Hence they can all be set

aside.

I appeal to the people to speak out for

rights. 	 There are a few individuals who never attempt

to n ,-ke a living in a legitimate way, but lie around

the little railroad towns and live leisurely on what

ustly belongs to the whole People. 	 ':henever the

question of a change of constitution is brought to a

vote, these few individuals will see what the great

mass of the People think in regard to this matter.

I advocate this not because I am prejudiced

or have a grudge against any of these coal claimants,

but because I think it is right. 	 I have an interest

in several claims myself, but am more willing to let

them revert to the Yation, because they really belong

to the Kation.



I invite all conscientious and intelligent

citizens to stand b: me and assist ]e in having all

these claims revert to the ration. 	 I shall do my

utmost to accon:olish this, and I believe I will be

successful.

Respectfully,

Green 1 -cCurtair..
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