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Informant J . "Irs. jClara Ward Robinson, So-year-oldNCherokee,

-̂*""" Bushjthead-, Rogers County, Oklahoma \

Subject Mrs. Robinson was^horhan^ raised in the BasnVnead community 01 ' t
northern Rogers County, and this has always been Her none. !'^er
parents we:« Bryon James Robinson and Sethjer Ward. Her maternal

n s were of the Ward family in Georgia, and at one time -
totd been w:.tn the Texas Cherokees. Theywere forced out of Texas
and settled for a while near Siloam Springs, .irkansas, and later
at Flinty jt.T, After a wnile her grandfather, iJosepnyWard, sett led
about two jailes south of Bushynead where ne lived, .out tils l i f e , the
old flardfs* Grove School, and Wards Grove Cemetery were named after
him, - - / ' r"- |",./ ' ' /

Mrs. Robinson well knows ^his part of the.old Cherokee Nation. She
attended scnools at Ward's Grove, Chelsea, Washington, and finally
the Cherokee Female SepLnaty^ Stte taught sehojbl fpr many years and
also she and her husband operated hardware and' implement stores in

Hi

the district .
\ I

I.
She talks of the old community centers surrounding her hometown*
OOwala, Sequoyah, Foyil, Sageeyah, Good Ho£e,

A few miles southwest of Bushyhead was tjne community
once a center of social l i f e in pioneei
a school yand a church* A Ur* Lipe 0}
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died and was the^j^'st byrial/tp'ifaa.t ip'rum
Strip coal mining, ranches, and tie invasion of white.f have erased
most of this old community now, exceet possibly the "cjemetery. Even
then,^eoal miners want t^ move i t v 'Strip min îjg LJ~ 1~
s

stween two deep coal p i t s . At one time Oowala J
beginning about 1887, and, she recalls hearing her
John Foreman, a Gnerokee, was the f i r s t postmaste
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The town of Busnyhead probably had its beginning about,i8O2 when the
Frisco railroad came thru* J* W* Stewart was ona of/the first to put

a store which was the beginning of the little town. The town grew
and prospered until it had many stores and houses/ Farming was done
on a large scale, and lots o'f cattle were raised: and shipped from the
area. ^ike s'o many of the frontier towns, many lived to seepdt grow
up and then diej The' advent of paved road* and automobiles was the
first of a sepies of events that started its decline* The period.-after
World War I was one of hard times, unemployment,- and no market for farm
products* Fjraing in tne area reached a lew ebb from which it never
recovered, and tme country became one for cattle raising. Then came the
•trip coal mining beginning near the community of Seaueyan and going
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