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Inf rmant. . ¥Clara Ward Robinson, 80-year—olc\I\Cherokee !
us head, Rogers County, Okla.homa \ . o
,«/ '/ ’ 4 . . . . “
Subject:~ Mrs, Robinfon was born and Faiged in the Busznead commnity or - °
northern Regers County, and this has always been her nome. ‘Her ;
Bfyon James Bobinson and Wesher Ward. Her maternal - A
, apd at one time -
torced out of Texas
nsas, and- later -
{sepn/ Ward, settieq -

at F.Lln‘b I, After a wnile her grandtather,
about two hiles south of Bushynead where he 1]

d out his life. The - |
old Ward's Grove School, and Wards Grove Cenxe '

enamgdagtér 3

hj_m. e l L % - / . ‘ , . //,»
. A o
- llrs. Robinson well kno his part of the old Chetokee Natien. She /

| s Grove, Chelsea, washifgton, and rinally = /
the Cherokee Female Sep aizy‘.a Stre taught schopl for many years and
also she and her husbgnd opei*ated m:rdware and imp};ement stores 1n

-, - the district .“- o - . -

She talks of the old co ity centars aurr[umﬁng her hometovm. ,/

. attended schools at W

‘  OOwala, Sequoyah, Foyil) Sagesyan, Good pr , A
A few miles southwest of Bushyhead was 4 ‘ '
once a center of social life in pioneer/ days. The "
a school and a church, ;A Vr, Lipe o récalls.
Oowa.l.a by its name &hru Mr. Lip#, who waniedthe villag given

an Indidn nsme. The ndarest tue Chéro - |
?s with the word "iight", wh /v’raa accuptabi.e “and Hds been

used these many years, The vil as on the main’ road for traveie,i's

going west to the crossing gris ‘River some, e or fout -

miles west, and PI"Widg}L stop/over place, Sometimg ahout 1875 soms -

d there'with a sick c }z!.ld one, The - chi%u

st burial, wnat ig now th 0 i Cemetery,

s ranches, ani the whitey have erased ’

most of this old canmmnity now, exce the / netery. Even L

ounded the burial gmpund, and the o access & narrew road
tween two deep ceal pits. At one t Oowala had a post effice /
elks mention that

/ beginning about 1887, and she recalls hearing her

NN e g Ry

John Foreman, a inerokee, was the first postmaste . S / }

The town of Bushyhead probably had its beginning sbout Z82 when the /

\\gsco r ad came thru, J. W, Stewart was one of first to put -
a store which was the beginning of the Littis town. The town grew
. and prospered antil it had many steres and houses( Farming was done

en a lar scale , and iets of cattle were raised and shipped from the
area. ike so many ef the frontier tewns, many dived to see~it grow
up and them'dle]  Theladvent ef paved reads and a automobiles was the
first of a series of events that started its decline, The period after
World War I was one of hard times s Unemplyyment, and np market fer tam
products, F&mng in the area weached a lew ebb frem which it never
recovered, and the country became one for cattle raising, Then came the
\ strip bal -p.ning beginning near the community of Sequeyaw and geing



