
Ned Downing - 2 -

Ned te l ls of when his family li*ved on the post "oak f la t s above Spring Creek
when was. a small boy," Deer was plentiful then. His father buil t a hiding place
up in a tree tiear where s a l t was put outj f o r ' c a t t l e , whenever venison was needed
nis father would go hide in t"he t ree and1 wait un t i l thfe deer Came . He reasoned
lihat ffps much easier than tramping ^he woods a l l day. ! '

In mucn ear l ier days-Ned's friend Red Cloud Puncgn lived a couple miles east of
his home.-on Snake Creek. He recal ls when th i s prominent Cherokee lawman would,
come by to Visit when'he was building his present home in 2,891;. That was the '
year-Ned's father* George Downing, died.&f pneumonia. George Downing served .
und?r Gen. Stand, 7>'atie during the.Civi l V/ar." ' He remembers when .his Grandma, *
Snell used to talk about the-hard times auring the Civil !"̂ ar_, as well as t)ie "
even more di f f icul t t ines when she came to Indian Territory on the Tragic March
of 1539« Ned says that when tne Cherokees were 'forced to come to Indian
Territory tney were promised that this ndsw home would be theirs 'as long as .
'tne water flowedNand the grass grew1, and i t was so wri t ten . in the removal :
documents and t r e a t i e s . Ned is among many Indians who does not understand ' •
the way the whiteman thinks. It confuses him to t ry to understand now, since
I9u7, or since statehood the, Federal Government has almost completely turned the
Indian Nation over to the whiteman. Ne'd| believes that he wil l l ive to see the
complete end of Indian -owned land in tne \ area o.f the old Cherokee Nation,

i.°d t-peaks out his views and observation^ of current governmental ac t iv i ty ,
: ' :a controls,, e l ec t r i ca l co-ops, permits, l icenses , authori t ies , and ono

thinks- that the American people wil l eventually be destroyed by the i r own
iuision of red tape, computerized living^ and becoming robots of a soulless
eip.nent. He :is also outspoken in his observation of*the county government
nEs--watched'the legal county machinery at work, which' appears to be something.
'-th&n clean and honesto ' '

r.e

uoyming t e l l s , that before statehood the tCher.okee Nctior
Nation belonged to the Cherokee Tribe, end a l l members

G a wonderful place.
dhare"d in i t s holdings.

zz$ co'old^biild a hor.e vrherever he wished, could cut timber as needed, graze
t ih t / B l t t,. iis- stock without i n t e r f e r ence . But a l l that is gone now.

*.--• v.''-̂ -iscan _broir;ht nothing that* benefited the Indian, but
bt^te of pbverty, sorrovV, and unhappiness that confronts If

si -tio..s old'Cherokee families vA\b lived in this .count*f when he was a young
Those1 iha't he remembers best vmre the Vanns, ^ilk'ers:>ns, Turners, Smiths.

*."i_'i".s, D'incans, Spade, Hughes, .Butlers', and Shades. Joe
r'->^+ hf> remembers, and ne .says' nis'wife lived to be a 13!

It v/ould seem that
did bring much of th
Indian to-day. ' : "%*

\jbj

>*iade was .one o.t^the
years olci".

.he - t e l l s ' t ha t there was no town of Locust Grove,- out jsner^ was
;.fout two miles north of i t s present ' locat ion 'called. Bryan's^jPostf. Tner-/

ivtJe .store :at Saiina. These v/cre .th? nesrest tikrUng places" from hia ho™^
i; Croeki; ,To'.Jiave tnc>ir corn groiii.a into necl ' tney would go to Spade Hollc;

z'v lanlequah,'. •r.-at to/'cet wtjeat •rf.s^e' into -i'lour tjnoy v^o'il'd, £0 to Southw^ct
Qo , ' lie t e l l s -that th^y v.-ouid ge^ja'.thousand^ pounds -of flaur ground 3at c '
'r :!•}•• las t nec.rly""a year. "7-\' .|[ •
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