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Ned tells of whern his family lived on the post ock flats above Spring Creek whows.
when was. a small boyes Deer was plentiful then., His tather built a hiding place
up in a tree tiear where salt was put out for-cattle, ®Bhenever venison was needed
nis father mould g0 hide in the tree and'wait until the ?egr came . He reasoned

fhat w,,q much easier than tramping phe woods all day. | )
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In mich earlier days~Ned!s friend Red C.Lbud Duncan L:Lvedla couple miles east of
nis home .on Snake Creek. He recalls when this prominent Cherokee lawman would
come by to visit when he was buildlng ms present home i 189h That was the
year-Ned's father, George Downing, died.of pneumonia. George Downing served

under Gen, Stand, wakie during the.Civii Yar, = He remembers when his Grandma, !
Snell used to talk about the.hard times during the Civil War, as well as the '
even more difficult times when she came to Indian Territory on. the Tragic March
of 1839, Ned says that when tne Cherokeés were ‘forced to come to Indian
Territory they were promised that this nfzw home would be theirs 'as long as )
4ne vater flowed'and the grass grew' it was so written in the removal
docuzents and treaties, Ned is among many Indlans who does not understand
the way ‘the whiteman thinks., It confuses him to try to understand how, since
1907, or since statehood the Federal Govérnment has almost complietely turned the
Irdian Nation over to the whiteman. Ned believes that he will live to see the '
complete end of Indian.owned iand :Ln une area of the old Cherokee Nation,
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u:d specks out his views ard observc twn;% of current g,overm“ental activity,

m controls, electrical co~0ps, permlts, litenses, authorities, and on,

se thinks uhu the American people will eventually be destroyed by their own

’coujswov of red tape, computerized ll\’lﬁ‘xg‘, and becoming robots of a soulless
cvermment. He.is also outspoken in hlS observation of «the county government

D6 T cu ‘watched the legal county mcnmery at work which appears to be sonething,

- Tese lthan clean and honest, L ) ’ '
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gTy vowning t,ells thct betore statehvod the Lherokee Notion wes o wonderful place.
-ue hation belonged to the Che.okee Tribe, and all members shared in itvs holdings. -
a Teegsn could ,build = home wheréver he wished, coald cut Yimber os needed, graze
s stock without wnterier;‘en But ail tnau is gone now. It would seem that

nre Lt dveman brourht nothing that benefited the Inulan, buf did bring mych of the

:':ute of DbVeTH 7 sorrow, and unhappiness that contronts ihe Indian to-day. * °™
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.1 mertiols old Cherokee 2"‘11188 wha Lived in this Countyy when he was a younhg ~
man. chose’ that ne remenmbers Lest were the Vanns, mJ;keW“p*ls, Turners, Smiths

1’ing, Uincans, Spade, hugnes, . utle,rs, antt Shades. Joe bhade was one of, the
‘2Leut he remembers, «nd ne .says m. wite rLived to be a 134 years oli.
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ok >4, he uells\‘hat there wab no town of Locuat Grove, but lnere wa

t o miles north of its present location €z glled.Bryants Pos%. Tner-
store a% Salira, Tnese wore the nezrest mhdrg nlzces from His home

reek,; T8 wave their corn grnuxé irlo mezl’ Lney would go to Spade Holl~:
sy oo oianlegaahy hat Yo get ‘.*.hsw?mde into 1lour *\nﬂy would. o to bou’fh\w"*

Ry w0e . e +e_Lls “thot tHay rould Lepu» thousandg noub of flour ground gb o ‘e

e '::l’i Last necrly™a Jeal.‘r‘ : '
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