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Informant: Ned Downin 83-year-old full blood'bh°r0k°e of /- *
| Rowe . Pralrle, Mayes County, Oklahoma i ' '
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Qubjéct: hr. Downing was born on Peggs Pra 1r1e Jugt south ¢ his present hoxe. -
‘ He recalls in his young days 2ll of this couniry reg prairie grassiand
or timbered areas. Lojg ago he.says the tin ered ‘Land would be burned
off during the w1nte¥~or sprlng to kill ticks apd insects, .and to kill ;
oft" sprouts tnd underbrush, ' This he belleVes wab 2 reason they had
lots of big trees then, Nomb in most places b sh, sapplings, andd
. small trees.gre allowed to grow choking out eiforts of the timber to
# achieve any size, Timber.and g;asuland manageme“t was practiced to
an adantage long zgo, mak;ng today*s attempts at land management
seem pitiful feeble. He recalls when most anywhere in the woods you
_ could see for a varter of a mile with nothing but big timber standing.
' No so to-day, Wild hogs roamed thé woodland% and acorns were a good
- part of their feed, .which kept some of the tree growth under control,
Cy ttle fed-in the tlmber lands during the summer also, and during the
wanﬁer they were taken to the cane brecks along, bprlng Creek and Snake
Creek where they tared well yntil gring. Cultivation of the prairie
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. country did-not begin to any extent until around statehood. Betore that =~ -~
time, 1f a man cultivated twentj acres, he had a good-swzed faznu Corn,
' ~oats and wheat werg the main cultivated Crops. Peggs, Lowrey and Rowe o
pralrles gLl joined each other and was orlglna1 y known as tne cattle
countny. c s ‘ , . , . ‘ -
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Ned built his present home out of hewn logs somé 60 years ago. In recent
yedrs he has covered the outside with lunber a d finished the inside
with modern wall board. He lives here alone af er ralb;ng six children

"who-ell have left home and made themselves suctebstul in the world. Fifty
Yeet up on the high south bank of Snake Creek is|Ned's' home in one ot the
"+ most beautiful settings in the whole val;ev.{ It |is here he intéends to
live sut his days. He has been a suaccessful, cattileman and fzrmer, and
still keep a small herd.of cows on his ninety acrgse Bubt one of the
thincs he enjoys most he says oS that. he 1sidcnpndent on no whiteman A

to “ook after him in his old age. He has-iatched the many:changes in
Nis time altecting the way of 1ifé for the Indian., ’ hew the whiteman
| wag permitd ed to iivade the: Chergkee Natlon, thuu'Wau the bbglnnlng oi
_ SOTXTOWS for the Indian. He says he can anember vhen it-was a pleasure
- to decdl ang trade with peoplé. Buf with the comzn; b the whlteman,‘thorg_'.‘
. "came a strange.cnaracteplhtlc where- they tlalked o"t of both sides _of’ *h”l”"
. noubh, *liow, il has. cofe to tnes point wherg they’ rind it easiwg é@ telL
C g 2 ll“ tnan to uell the prutq, What the next change \tney.)r;ng he wonaer;;
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o ‘Pd _Lemer bers the dayb when tne bal'ne le rlct Cou;thoube vas uhe ce nte“
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S"hQQlS at Iron Poat, ilbelty and - Jo inson; Prairie. It was in these scno Ls

d He tells of visiting his grﬂ"d
ouhpr who leed over on the Rlyer nés ut is’ now Murnhy% ﬁe recalls e
always nad a big herd ok hogs that Ped in| the ‘winter 1n the peCan grsvea,
“and produced the flnest\tastlng meal; he ever ate, -
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